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29 Juna 1984

Dear Brooks,

Returning vesterday from a vacation trip to North Carolima, I found
your letter awaiting me.

I am sorry that you did not find your name in the book. The index in che

back was merely that, not a foster of the 306th. As near as I can deter—
mine about 10,000 men served with the 306th, and that listing in the book
is 2500 names, so everyone stood a 1 in 4 chance of appearing. Of coursem
the book is a history of combat, and the combat men had a greater chance

of being cited than did ground personnel.

In the back of my mind is a project to put together a book of just A0eth
persornel. It would take about 250 pages to get gll of the names in, and
perhaps at some time in the next couple of years it may get done. In tha
course of developing the book I compiled a roster on x5 cards, and from
that comes my estimate of 10,000 men. The cards fill seven file drawers.

Again, I am sorry that not all men of the 306th could be listad, but per-
haps we'll get that job done yet.

Thanks for writing, and I do appreciate the information you told about
wourself. That, too, will go on your eard.

Sincerely yours,

Russall A, Strong
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12 November 1987

Mrs. L. Brooks Cook

19301 Worchester Ln
Huntington Beach, CA 92646
Dear Mrs. Cook:

I was grieved to learn recently of Brooks' death, and would
like to offer my condolences and those of the group.

It was my great pleasure to have gotten to know Brooks and
I enjoyed seeing both of you at reunions.

As 18 my custom, I usually contact widows and ask if they
would like to continue on the mailing list for Echoes. Most
wvidows seem to want to, but not all make that choice.

I enclose a stamped, addressed envelope for your reply.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong
Secretary
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Oct. 17, 1687
306th Bomb Group
c/of Russel A Strong
2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, Mi. 49007

Dear Russel Strong,

I have Just received a call from Evelyn Cook, Brooke cook who was
the squadron-gunner for the 369th in Thurleigh. Evelyn had
called to 1let me and my wife to tell us that Brooke had died
Wednesdsay, Oct. 14. Brooke had attended services with Evelyn and
he had 1leaned his head back and died. Brooke was & small in
structure but big in the things that man requires to show courage
determination and faith. Brooke had completed his tour and was
commissioned as a 2nd. Lt.. He and several others were
responsible for rigging the gun-turret simulator, but in those
dayg we didn't call them simulators. If you recsall many of us
bombardiers and navigators never had gunnery school so we went to
combat raw. I benefited ¢from Brooke's coaching and it sure
decreased the terror the balance of my tour held for me, at least
I could man the gun-gtation I was near without total ignorance
At the reunions of the 306th, starting with the visit to
Thurleigh Ibecame close to Brooke, and I regret that I didn't get
closer. Brook sat next to me during the church services in
Kelsoe and we had gone to London a couple of days earlier than
the group in Bedford. We wanted to visgit some of our old haunts.
Ronnie had received the call and when I was told of Broocke I
called back to see if there was anything I could do. She indi-
cated that a Brooke so admired the comaradaree of the 306th that
he would have appreciated a donation to the 306th Association, a
group of people he admired and respected. Brook had intended to
attend the last reunion in Washington, but wasn't feeling too
well. I believe Brooke wae 72 years old when he died. He died
peaceably. He was a Quiet man and strong in character. I will
miss him as a close friend and as a comrade in arms. I'm sending
$50.00 as a2 donation to the Association in the memory of Brooke
Cook.

Horace and Ronnie Coriglianc



