Dear Russ: You may - understandably
enocugh -feel the enclesed is too long to
publish in its entirety. However, if
yYou could just put in a l1ittle blurb,
acknowledging Ralph's Kindness to me,
and expressing my gratitude te him, I
know he'd appreciate it. Many thanks.
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Col. William M. Collins, Jr.
2073 Heatherbrae Drive
Poland, Ohio £4514

Dear Colonel Collins:

In response to the appeal in your annual report, I'm en-—
closing my check for 510.

If I ever contributed it was a long time ago, 8o I prob-
ably owe some back "dues." If I don't, the extra can make up
for a non-payment or two on the part of someone else.

I read "Where's the Luftwaffe?" with a pood deal of inter-
est, partlcularly the inserts about the first two Schweinfurt
raids. 1 knew Major Raper quite well, and was the duty officer
in the control tower at Thurleigh on 17 dupust, 1943,

By 14 October I had moved to First Air Diviasion HO at
Brampton, but my then good friend John Mazanek, of the 169th
was, I believe, the lead navigator for the combat wing-—perhaps
even for all of lst Division.

If my memory=--which isn't as good as it used to be--serves
me right the 4lst Combat Wing led the mission, the 306th Group
led the Wing and the 369%th Squadrom led the Group.

Az I recall, 180 BlVs from lst Division were dispatched
to Schweinfurt that daw. OF these 60 never found thelir forma-
tions due td the weather and returnad early, while another 60
failed to retarn at all.

There was & lot of speculation at that point that daylight
bombing would hawe to be abandoned.

In Fehruary of 1944 my sister's oldeat hoy, who was a
navigator at Podington, went down over Holland on still another
Schwelnfurt rald, and was never found.

1 haven't, by the way, seen John Mazanek's name in any of
your lizts. The last T knew he was living in Amsterdam, New
York, although that was a long time ago.



Col, William M. Collins, Jr. January &, 1979

Another whose name I haven't seen is Gerald F. Thomas who
was A pilot in the 369th and wha becams a controller at l=st AD
HQ after he'd finished his tour at Thurleigh. We were guite
clogse frlends, but he went home to Fresmo, Californis, in Decem=
ber, 19453, to build houses while I staved here, and we sventually
lost touch with one another.

I'd 1ike to make some of the reunions and will someday,
but Tight now am still paying tuitiom Bills for the youngest of
my six children (=fter also paving them for the other £ive).

In the meantime, thanks for keepipng me on the mailing list.

With best regards.

Very truly yours,

AT
W Crad

Albert A ad, Jr.

P.5. By way of background, I was in pilot
tralning in the Class of 438, but
washed out 1in Primary along with a
large percentage of my class because
there weren't enough Basic schools to
go. around. Eidghty of uws Crom the
Southeast Training Center were sent
in December, 1942, to the Roval Alr
Force School of Flying Control and in
May, 1943 became F/C officers in 8th AF.
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March 21, 1979

Mr. Rugsell A. SETODE
Rte. 1, Turnpike Road
Laurinburg, Worth Caroclina 28352

pear Buast

I have your leCLeT of March L5th and certainly want
to help, but am going to have to walt a month or so O do
S0 -

The period since January lst has been a little roupgher
than similar pericds in past yeats due to the rising cost of
heating oll grad Che new goclal Security rateg--not to mentlon
an increasing tultion rate for my final srudent-child.

However, I gught to be out of the woods by May Of June
and could contribute 3100, by then, 4f that jsp't too late
to help you.

At any rate, 1'11 mark =Y copy of this letter for Eol-
low-up in late May, and be in touch with you then.

1n the meantimé 1 hope you have hetter immediate luck
with some of yout othet correspondents than you've had with
me .

[neidentally, somewhere at home 1 pave all (I believe)
of the Flying control Logs from what eventually became Firat
pir Division HQ; sub rosd, af course. 1 alaso have & picture
of the gortie board from the Ops Room there.

1"11 see 1f 1 cat dig them out and if they contaln any=
thing with gpecific reference LO the 3J06th. My only problem
s that we've moved twice in recent years from & larger house
to a smaller ONE wilthout throwing anything out.

pAs a result 1 have hoxes {all unlahelled} that 1'11
hawe to ED through.

very tml FoOULS,

.P.lher;}.fﬁﬁl'i’rad o A



A HISTOEY OF THE 306th BOMBABDMENT GROUP — EIGHTH AIER FORCE
RBuszell A. Stronz Rt. 1, Turnpike Bd. Laurinburg, HNC 28352

vane__ AVPELL A CodpY 1€,
address 3 BRIWIE PATH cufert . Dovek MAsS. 020%0
Home FPhone I;:-l"T' "M'!I'-qurg Date .J'IJI»HE ”-. ]q"H

N A K-
Occupation E.ufﬂﬁc E1§{Eﬁ{iﬁmftnﬂmﬁﬁﬂ !]IIF;&FEJI} Employer MUTURF SAVINGS ¢EnfCla E“"'?. e

Address Gl CoNGRES ST, PosioN, MAsS ¢1 189 Bus. Phone b1 -14% - 166

810uH 3194
Seral No(s) ((AMMI55100¢f ﬂﬂ‘ﬁtki:l

Service Record:

Before joining the 306th:
'ﬁ*i"'- PRe-rugH T Piber TRAWME , MAXWEYL FIELT

tlap- PRindey TRAWING, ALCOVIA  Fia. WASHED 0UT
ﬁj':‘- HG 40, MAXWER , FIELY (cadel PRocuqemenid, cetfolty

. Plecoulse TRAUNG RAE sctiooy oF FyyuG codifal
ﬂl:}:; ﬂitgtﬂiﬂb of Fei g conidow [Tal oF cLiss ), BfllGdand [ﬂ&'éim? c:rlﬂnlliiwl)
¢

NG, RAF
gpis- GS Sophes CRANING, KA wAlQINET o4

afis- 8lué - P VG codtdor aFficed (EVETURK sEmnl )
4r mE Jifistod H.a, BRaMfron, PAKK.

WpA|4e - Holokaery discHAReep, Fedi Oix, ATGL Dntea of STAGIG (of warr i)
AT AvtoyBudy any snetted ol HEATH i England

J0&th Record

Arrival date at Thurleigh ﬂiﬂ ‘”"Hﬁ

Squadron or other unit(s) H.ﬂ

MOS # ‘_'J,gif;f! specialty FLYING CoNTEQL aFFiLCE

Missions Completed (and date of last)  NINE

Promotions ALk [lampnods  Male Af ‘.I.i'iﬂ He s 141 M jl!ﬂ'?' g;ﬂflﬁil"m
Ts

Decorations AM oles DFC oles 55 DSM DSC MH SH PH _Battle

{On unusual DFCs, and Silver Stars and above woul
eitation)

ike to Bee a copy of the

() alud 5 Récommeniaiion ol
# A AAF FELTWELL pomaried To MAdon WAS AT
gafra oN VE DAY wigN Ak

Tipns wWede FRILEN (S0
fﬂ%ﬁ#a Mafs (7. '



Other personal data:

Description of Aiy Missions:
(What were the highlights of yourx combat career? What was your
role? What héroics did you witness? What events were there of

which you have special knowledge?)

-Add additionai pages, if necessary

*



2 A0Eth Echoes, January "82

'92 Directory Is Coming (srom page 1)

pounded by the explosion of FAX machines and other devices demanding many
mizre phone numbers in metropolitan areas,

So. bath aof these assantial services have been playing “upset the fruit basket "
and it raises hob with everyong, especially mailers and lisl keepars,

New Directory Due

Cur 1992 directory should come out in May, and we need your helpl

The Postal Service has been good aboul sending us changed numbers, but
we need more data from many of you,

We also need to have you check your listing in the 1980 directory and to let
fhe editar know what you need changed,

i we don't hear from you we musl assume thal the data we have s comac
as far as your directary eniry is concerned,

Check the form below:

Nama Albert A. Conrad, Jr,
72 Applegate Lana
Address ___ Falmouth Foreside, ME 04105

City, State an. — wous

Telephone #, with the cormact area code {'H"ﬂ 141- 047§

Can you give us the four-number addition to your zip code? [Look on cne of
your wtilty bilks for this, i you can't remember. it),

On that sireel address, please designale whether it is St, Ave., Blvd, Road,
etc. Rural routes AND box numbers need o be spelled oul. In the alpha listing
of the Directory, be sure your unit designation is comect. That's the one that counls.
(If you were placed In the wrong listing under organizations, don't worry about
it. We plan to get i right this time.)

Other data wa will store away for possible later use:

Wita's first name 'F UT_E “‘ .

Your birthdate foGusrt o 1411

Social Security# __ 050-1b- K5k 0

Retiremant date/piace of employmentijob tite LT VLEd glofs¥
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Albert A Conrad, Jr
3 Bridle Path Circle
MA 02030

1992 England Trip
Reunion Sets Big Schedule
For Thurleigh and London

Fifty years ago next September, the
306th Bomb Group flew into history, with
its arrival in England for combat duty with
the U.S. 8th AF. That signal event in
aviation lore will be recalled once again
in August when the men of the 306th,
their spouses families and friends will
join in a reunion visit to Bedford, the old
base at Thurleigh, Madingley cemetery
at Cambridge, and to the venerable city
of London.

Two options are being offered for
those participating in the main trip: A.
being to spend two nights in Bedford,
at either the Swan or Moat House hotels,

which lie across the Ouse River from

each other at the bridge; or, #2. to spend
four nights at Bedford and the remainder
in London. Group A will go on to London
after the visit to Duxford, a WWII airfield
that served both the RAF and USAAF
and which has been restored as a WWiIl
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S 367th 368th, 369th, 423rd Squadrons, and service organizations
Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England — September 1942-Apn| 1945

306TH QOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

PrOSIden' A ° ‘.A“ . :'" ?::.i v " O d ’ ;‘J' ' IE f - o f )’ : ‘? "‘" : : ; . N Y
William F. Houlihan Dear Al : | ) vroTers ¢ O o
39470 Tyler Road e -

Belleville, Mi 48111- "e,ZDuring ,the past few years we have wgichdd the 306th Bm’nbai:dmenﬂ .Group
Association grow and prosper, each reunion seeming to set a new re-

Vice Presiasni cord for a..i.enuees. . ,
Marshall E. Baker 1 ' - . : yoe R TC . o
2600 Londonderry Until 1986 our finances were rather hit and mlss. A few contribut@rs

Alexandria, VA 22308~

LY

(espec1a11y Kleth Jackson) made fajirly substant,ial“ gifts, bug by and
large we'-have existed A" small individual ‘contgibutions to’ ‘Echoes

Secret,
Rus;zlfz Strong and the profits frpm our; reunions. Our purrent finaneial conditjon
5323 Cheval Place is adequat¥, bu.t ‘4t ladks the lohg range '8tability we would 1ike to

Charlotte, NC 28205 achieve.

Treasurer The. present’ ‘and £ormer .officers of the Association listed below feel

%ZD:-IF,,?&,TODD,N@ that many of our members may be willing to make substantial gifts to

Boerne, TX 78006 - assure the qontlnued success of our organization. This money will be
. used for carrent and upcoming projects developed by your officers

Directors and directors. Upon dissolution of the Association, the balance of

John R. Grimm our monies will be paid over to the 306th Bombardment Group Endow-

Cente?v‘i)l::!ags%ié? ‘8 ment Fund 'now in place, pursuant to our contract with the Association

_of Gfaduates, U. S Afr Force Academy.

b

Robert P. Riordan

gz%zssgr';g?;? Lane‘ We would hope that you may wish to contribute from $100 to $500 (or
%, more) &epending upon your own circumstances. For those willing to
Robert J. Starzynski give $100 or more, ‘a special permanent contributor's card will be
6253 North Long Avenue
Chicago, IL 60630 provided. If you do not choose to participate, there will be no change
v in your status with the organization. We have never required payment
TTtevhvamosmizen  of "dues, and we have no intention of doing so now.

621 N. Ontario Street
DePere, Wi 54115
If you are willing to join with us in this project, please return your

Past President contribution in the enclosed stamped, addressed envelope.

Reginald L. Robinson
4009 Ranier Court Thank you for your past assistance and for your continued support of

FortWorth, TX76109 .+ Association.

1989 Reunion Chairman Sincerely yours,

Hugh E. Phelan
Rt. 1, Box 800
Donaldson, AR 71941 ‘
Hdets oV

S— William F. Houlihan Regizld Robinson Donald R. Ross
1989 Reunion President Immed. Past President Past President
21-24 September

Little Rock, AR

. ]
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P.O. Box 252

3 Bridie Path Circle
Dover, MA 02030
December 11, 1990

Mr. Russell A. Strong
Secretary/Editor
306th Echoes

5353 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

Dear Russ:

I’m sure that most members are well aware of all that Ralph
Franklin has done for the 306th Historical Association --
particularly with respect to the Memorial and flag posts at the
field, and working so hard to make sure that the recent reunion
was a success.

However, until this Summer I was unaware of all that he
has done to entertain individual members, and I thought I should
let you know how I became aware of this through his hospitality
to my wife and me.

I1’'d had a hankering for some time to visit Thurleigh, and
while we were in London last June, we took the train to Bedford
and a taxi out to the field on the off-chance that I might be
able to see something I recognized.

I knew it had become an RAE Station, which I felt would
keep me outside the gates. The best I hoped for was a taxi
driver who knew enough about the area to find roads circling the
field, enabling me to see something I might recognize.

However, it was my lucky day. When I explained to the
guard on duty at the gate that I had been a Flying Control
Officer at the field in 1943 and would really like to see it as
it is today, he told me to hang on and called Ralph, who promptly
arrived at the gate in his car.

Explaining that he is a native of the village of Thurleigh,
is now a Control Officer at the field and that it happened to be
his day off, he would hear of nothing but our dismissing the taxi
and being his guests for the day on a tour of the field. And a
memorable day it was, thanks to the time he gave us, and the
generosity with which it was given.

Nearly everything looks different, as you know. However,
Ralph’s knowledge of what was where in 1943 in relation to what’s
there today, enabled me to conjure up some pretty vivid pictures
of a period of my life that was most important to me at the time,
but many of the memories of which had grown a 1ittle hazy.

I'd never be able to express my gratitude adequately to
Ra1ph fqr a_day I’'11 always fondly remember, but perhaps my
mentioning it to someone else will help to let him know how much



I appreciated it.

It was, by the way, only gradually during the day, and
when he finally asked me to sign his register, that I realized he
had done the same thing for many, many other ex—-members of the
Group.

Perhaps I should identify myself, since I wasn’t at
Thurleigh long enough for most of the members of the Association
to remember me.

As noted above, I was a Flying Control Officer there in
1943, but only from late-April to mid-September, when I was
transferred up to Wing (later 1st Air Division) Headquarters at
Brampton.

This transfer was much against my will as I wanted to stay
at Thurleigh, but I didn’t have much say in the matter, and spent
the rest of the War at Brampton, eventually becoming Senior FCO
of the Division in 1945,

My boss at Thurleigh was Lou Hartsell, the Senior FCO, and
I was a contemporary of Bill Peterman, with whom I attended the
Royal Air Force School of Flying Control in January and February
of 1943, and who, I note with sadness, recently passed away.

Every day when I was on duty in the tower and many, many of
the off-duty moments were memorable from my point of view, but I
won’t attempt to recount them nor to mention all the members of
the group I remember with such great respect and fondness. There
Just isn’t room in this letter.

Suffice it to say that I’'m proud to have been a member of
the 306th, and am very grateful to Ralph Franklin for helping to
rejuvenate so many memories of those days.

Very truly yours

Albert A, Conrad, Jr.



P.O. Box 252

3 Bridle Path Circle
Dover, MaA 02030
December 14, 1930

Dear Dale,

Am happy to enclose a contribution, which I hope will halp
the cause, small though it*may be.

Wish it could be larger, but what with retirement,
Christmas, the market the way it 18, etc., 1t's about all I feel
I can safely muster at this time.

Your phone call of awhile back, assuring me that I was
walcome no matter what, was encouraging but I don't want to be a
dead weight.

Last June, when the market was better, my wife and I toock a
trip that included London, and while there, we went up to
Thurleigh for what turned cut to be a truly memorable day.

This was largely due to Ralph Franklin, and I recently
wrote Russ Strong about the day as a of means of thanking Ralph
publicly. Russ may find the lTettar too long, or insufficiently
newsworthy, to print but I thought it might interest you, so I'm
enclosing a copy.

One memory the day made vivid was of watching all of you
take off from the main runway (247) and disappear intoc the valley
towards Bletsoa. Many was thea silent prayver I muttered that
you'd reappear on the other side, which, fortunately vou always
did.

I could reminisce endlessly, but will spare you.

In closing, Dale, you are most assuredly one of the ones I
rafer to in my letter to Russ Strong as being remembered with
great 1iking and respect. I hope all goes well with you.

A1l the best

i
f T eabniballn | b 6 cound



P.O. Box 252

3 Bridle Path Circle
Dover, MA 02030
December 11, 1990

Mr. Russell A. Strong
Secretary/Editor
306th Echoes

5353 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

Dear Russ:

I'm sure that most members are well aware of all that Ralph
Franklin has done for the 306th Historical Association --
particularly with respect to the Memorial and flag posts at the
field, and working so hard to make sure that the recent reunion
was a success.

However, until this Summer I was unaware of all that he
has done to entertain individual members, and I thought I should
let you know how I became aware of this through his hospitality
to my wife and me.

I'd had a hankering for some time to visit Thurleigh, and
while we were in London last June, we took the train to Bedford
and a taxi out to the field on the off-chance that I might be
able to see something I recognized.

I knew it had become an RAE Station, which I felt would
keep me outside the gates. The best I hoped for was a taxi
driver who knew enough about the area to find roads circling the
field, enabling me to see something I might recognize.

However, it was my lucky day. When I explained to the
guard on duty at the gate that I had been a Flying Control
Officer at the field in 1943 and would really like to see it as
it is today, he told me to hang on and called Ralph, who promptly
arrived at the gate in his car.

Explaining that he is a native of the village of Thurleigh,
is now a Control Officer at the field and that it happened to be
his day off, he would hear of nothing but our dismissing the taxi
and being his guests for the day on a tour of the field. And a
memorable day it was, thanks to the time he gave us, and the
generosity with which it was given.

Nearly everything looks different, as you know. However,
Ralph’s knowledge of what was where in 1943 in relation to what’s
there today, enabled me to conjure up some pretty vivid pictures
of a period of my 1ife that was most important to me at the time,
but many of the memories of which had grown a little hazy.

I’d never be able to express my gratitude adequately to
Ralph for a day I’11 always fondly remember, but perhaps my
mentioning it to someone else will help to let him know how much



I appreciated it.

It was, by the way, only gradually during the day, and
whean he finally asked me to sign his register, that I realized he
had done the same thing for many, many other eax-meambers of the
Group.

Perhaps I should identify myeelf, since I wasn't at
Thurieigh long enough for most of the members of the Asscciation
to ramambar ma.

As noted above, I was a Flying Control Officer there in
1943, but only from late-April to mid-September, when I was
transferred up to Wing (later ist Air Division) Headguarters at
Brampton.

This transfer was much against my will as I wanted to stay
at Thurleigh, but I didn't have much say in the matter, and spent
the rest of the War at Brampton, eventually becoming Senior FCO
of the Division in 1845,

My boss at Thurleigh was Lou Hartsell, the Senior FCO, and
I was a contemporary of Bill Paterman, with whom I attendad the
Roval Air Force School of Flying Control in January and February
of 1943, and who, I note with sadness, recently passed away.

Every day when I was on duty in the tower and many, many of
the off=-duty moments ware memorable from my point of view, but I
won't attempt to recount them nor to mention all the membars of
the group I remember with such great respect and fondness. There
just isn't room in this letter.

Suffice it to say that I'm proud to have been a member of
the 306th, and am very grateful to Ralph Franklin for helping to
rejuvenate so many memories of those days.

Vary tq41y YOUFS

[ ]
I
|U-|
Albert A&, Conrad, Jr.



