












The o r i q i n a l  crew of  F-17 i '297505 of t he  423rd Squadron,  306 th  

Bomb Group met i n  Dal l ;?s ,  Texas September 29, 1977 f o r  a  r eun ion .  

( I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  #297505 ;das one of  t l -e ve ry  few B-17's t o  acccrnpl isl  

ove r  100 hornbin? m i ss i ons . )  

We had a  crew p i c t u r e  made made i n  Racid C i t y ,  S.D .  i n  1943 and had an- 

e t h e r  made i n  Fr l r is ,  Texas d~ l r i np ,  t h e  reun ion .  The 1977 n i c t u r e  

was t aken  i n  t h e  same o r d e r  a s  t h e  one i n  1973. The crew: 

F ron t  Rcw: 

Rober t  K .  TVelter, P i l o t  
Theodore Ha l lock ,  Bombardier 

-7 Ed. F. W e s t ,  nav iga ro r  
Tav lo r  Leedy, Co-P i lo t  

Back Row: 

Ivan ?jcCoppin, ',dais t t Gunner 
C, i 4 i t  t t C 3 7 1 ~ t ~ ) c k ~  B a l l  T u r r e t  Gunner 
James V. P o ~ t o n ,  Radln : r e r a t o r  
Audrey K lepper ,  !:aist Gunner 
Ca r l .  3. Metz, T a i l  Gunner 
George J. Pe te r son ,  Fng ineer  

We rendezvoused on Thursday even ing ,  S e ~ t e m b e r  29 th ,  1977 a f t e r  34 34 

yea rs .  I t  rrJas th.e f i rs t  reun ion  f o r  t h e  crew. 2 u r  s ; i l o t ,  "rob 

We l te r ,  took  a  r o l l  ca l l - .  A t  t h i s  tinle we eacti t o o k  t h e  op?:crtunl  

t o  "up date!' each o t h e r  3n wh.at had occ~ared t o  each o f  11s i n  t h e  p, 

314 yea rs .  As we c u l l e d  t h e  r-901, tldo tldo were a b ~ e n t .  Ted Fal_loclc wh 

cou ld  n o t  a t t e n d  and Georqe F e t e ~ s o n ,  who I s  deceased.  ':'e en3oged 

a  Texas Ear-8-G~ue and a a ' i"5CO ( t h a t ' s  a a Texas Stealc Cook Out ! j  and 

p i c n i c  i n  r ~ r i s ,  Texas where ;*re v i s i t e d  ccle 2-17 shown i n  t n c  ~ i c t  

T b i s  i s  a  p r i v a t e l y  owned n l ane ,  n3rma?-l-y i n  f l y i i l g  c o n d i t i o n ,  b u t  

an e n ~ i n e  was o u t  and w e  didri. lt g e t  t o  f l y  I n  i t  a s  was n lanned ,  

a i r  c r a f t  i s  i n  s e r v i c e  arid arid i~ i~ rer i ted tr: nov ie tnalrers, i t s  l a s t  ?i 

was McArthur. ) ) 

I t  was a  r c a l  exper ience  t o  q t t  toqet ,her  as a u n i t  a q a i n ,  and 

remarkable t h e  k ind red  f e e l i n g  t h a t  we s h a r e  a f t e r  such  a  r e l a t i v e  

s h o r t  t ime t o p e t l - ~ e r  o r i y i n a  l y  and 311 y e a r s  of  s e p a r a t i o n .  



We a r e  from many walks of l i f e ,  from as many p laces i n  our country 

as t h e m  a re  numbers of' us. We come from Boston t o  Albany, Oregon, 

S t .  Cloud, F lo r ida  t o  Syracuse, New York. We a re  carpenter ,  mort ic ian,  
_ _ - - - - - -  

f r eeze  d r ied  food broker, s t a t e  senator ,  and i n  alude an 18 wheel 

d r i ve r  1 1 A 1 1  t h i s  makes f o r  t h e  kind of crew we a re  - - a g rea t  one one 1 1 

We ta lked of the 423rd Bomb Squadron of the 306th - - t o  which we 

were at tached,  We reviewed the  meri ts we received, Purple Hear ts ,  
- - - - 

Dist inguished Fly ing Crosses, A i r  Medals and one S i l v e r  S ta r .  

Years separated us, but  our being together  f o r  the sho r t  time concluded . . 
if we had had t o  do i t  o o i r ~ ,  wef-d wef-d c h d G  56-ho 56-ho Ti Ti ttoget?er I .  1 1 

We w i l l  meet again i n  1979 i n  Colorado - - u n t i l  then w e ' l l  depend on 

the m a i l  and telephone t o  s tay  i n  touch - - and t o  share our  l i v e s  

wf t h  each other .  
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AODRI<SSES AS OF DEC. 1976. 

Robert D. Deres , , i3omba r d i e r  (BOS) 
687 \Jhi te Pond p r i m  
Akron, Ohio 44320 la$) (216 (216 )061,-1662 (Hay n o t  be c u r r e n t  phone) 

Fred glum, Waist ~ u n n e r  ( ( ~~' rcc l~ l  i i c. ) ) 
30x 292 
Tlorlrclls, Tlehraslta 60611 60611 1 1 

P h i l i p  ' irourmln, Eadio Opsra t o r  ( ~ i t z  ) ) 
2?R9 " Imh i l l  Ro3d 
Pittsbur.11, Pennsvlrlnda 1<3?1  
( l ~ l ?  )731-<66< 

Raanar L. Car lson ( ~ a c k ,  o r  now c a l . l ~ d  Srlrede) 
P i l o t  

Address unhaun 

Ch2rlos W. KesCer (8!lsty) T s i l  iunner 
W4 153 
Bever ly Shores,  Indiana L6301 
(219) 872-4063 (my n o t  be c u r r e n t  phone) 

Anthony h r i a n i  (Tony) lda ist  Gunner 
12 Phnnhester  ?o?d 
Eastcheater ,  New York York 10703 
(9a) 779-5361. 779-5361. (~..ay n o t  be u u r r e n t  phone) 

I4illbam 11. l l o r ~ a n  ( 9 i l l )  F l i ch t  dnq ineer  
P.0. ?-lox ?-lox 71rl 71rl 
Norton, Vir - r in ia 24273 

Nichola s s Orlsnd o o (Kick)  - a l l  f u r r e t  Gunner 
I152 Oakland : : e e 
Ced?rhurs t ,  New York 11:;16 

Sa l va to re  Sosc i?  ' ' ~ a l )  Nav igator  
100111 r o r l - i ~ q n  'ri vn vn 
1 9 l i c o t t  S i t7r ,  :'qrylanrl 21011'3 

Kenneth Yass j ~ e n )  
17612 "rid "rid ? ? t e  A1.e 

Clevelsnd,  Oh io  J 1 I 1 1 1 1  
(216 ) ) 251-52113 
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Ted Ted Hal leck --------Bombardier 
2445 N. W. I rv ing  S t .  
Port land, Oregon 

, , Audrey Klepper ------- B a i s t  Gunner 
1303 Caldwell 
Goodland, Kansas 67735 

Ta l o r  Leedy ---------Co-Pilot 
30 !! 5 5 S. E. Grand P r a i r i e  Rd. 
Albany, Oregon 97321 

Car l  Metz Metz ----------Tail ----------Tail Gunner 
1515 Wisconsin S t .  
S t .  Cloud, F la .  32769 

Ivan McCoppin--------Waist. Gunner 
Lake Lake Contrary R t .  #6 
S t .  Joseph, Mo. 64504 

J. V.  Pos ton---------Radio Operator 
1458 Brook Val ley Lane Lane 
Dal las,  Texas 75232 

Bob Walter ---------Pilot 
201 Kimry Kimry Moor 
Faye t t e v i l l e ,  New York 13066 

E. F. West--------Navigator 
70 Kent S t r e e t  

! ! W. Quimcy, Quimcy, Mass. 02169 

1 1 and C. M i t t  Cornstock-------Ball Tur re t  Gunner 
3209 Dover D r .  
Plano, Texas 75075 

Please fo rg ive  me, M r .  Col l ins .  I I promised M i t t  I I would send you 
t h i s  l i s t  and and promptly fo rgo t  i t .  Hope i t  i s n ' t  too l a t e  t o  be of 
bene f i t  t o  you. 

J. Cornstock 
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ADDRICSSBS AS OF DEC. o$/ 1976. 

Robert D. D. Ueres , , Dombardier ( ( Go5 ) ) 
687 ldhite Pond Qrivc 
Akron, Ohio lib320 

(216)86lr-1662 ( l h y  no t  be cur rentphone)  

Fred Tllwn, Waist  nunner (? 'rcd( l i  i,) 
?ox 292 

Ir I) l i o w l l s ,  Nebraska 6hel l l  

P h i l i p  Rrourm?n, Radio Operator  ( P i t z  ) ) 
2389 T lmh i l l  Rosd 
i J i t t~bur - . l l ,  Pennsv lm is  1<231 
(l!?? )?'31-<66< 

Raanar L. Carlson (Jack, o r  now ca l l ed  ~ r ~ c d e )  
P i l o t  

Address unknoun 

- - \ \ Chyr lcs \J. Kester : : 81.isty) T s i l  iunner 
70% 70% 153 
Sever l y  Shores, Indiana L6301 
(217) 872-4063 (my no t  be c u r r e n t  Phone) 

Anthony I h r i a n i  (Tony) :lia ist  Gunner 
12 I?an?hei;ter ?osd 
h s t c h e s t e r ,  'Jew York 10709 
(9a) 779-5361 (I..ay (I..ay not  be c u r r e n t  phone) 

Xi l laam I i . I'lorgan ( s i l l )  F l i ~ h t  dnq ineer  
P.O. !-!ox 7111 
Norton, Vir7ini.a 24273 

Nicholas Orlando (?: ick)  ' a l l  ' u r r e t  Gunner 
118% f1qklan.i 1" e e 
Ced l rhurs t ,  New York 1 l t ; l h  

Sa l va to re  Sosci 3 3 ~ a l )  ITavigator 
100111 Carl-iq?n Carl-iq?n 'ri vo 
U l i c o t t  C i t ~ r ,  : 'sry lanJ ?10)13 

Kennet.h Yass (Ken) Co-Pilot 
1761.2 "r?d ,?2 t.e ?ire ?ire 
Cl.evel qnd,  9hio  11/11.11 
(216) 2<1-52113 
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