P.0. Box 61
Iowell, Oremon 97452
Julv 2, 1978 |

Fussell A. Strong ,
Rt. 1, Seotch Measdows Drive ,
Isuringbure, North Cerolins 28%52

Dpew $ires Stvonas

Ifreéently received a réduost from you asking for anv informatésg
that 1 might have that would be of help in yvour research of the the

Bomb Grouv proagrsm that vou are working one

I'don't know if I have anvthing that will be of much help to you
or not but here is about all that I can offer at this times

48 vou already know, I"was in the 306th. Bomb Group, 368th, Bomb
Squadron. Our outfit was stationed at Thurleismh, Bhgland, Station
#'111, o small town about eighteen miles from a larger town ealled
Bedford. We flew missions into Germany and Ozeupied France.

We were flying B» 178 and our plane was nsmed Elaxander on one
slde and on the other side was the words" Big Time Operator". The
last three @igits of our plane number were 406, I do not reesll the
first part ofi:ithe wholie number.

Our crew consisted eof the first pilot, Thomas Wi Simons, Cow~pilot,
Lt. (Tohn?)) Wémpe, Lt., Fobert F. Proctor, Bombardier, Lt. Jobe (first
name not recalled) Navigator, Top turret gunner and BEagineer, QOsecar

Ellison, Rudio operator, 3/Sgte Robert F. Wéodruff, Ball turret
punner, 9/sgt, Gradv Parrish, Right waist sunner, Jbsepga;. Fiddes
Left wzlst gunner, $9/sgt Hayden M. Collier, Tail gunner 3/sgt Josae:
Begime How ,vér, on our llth. and last mission 3/sat Begin was not
flying with use He was left behlng, having injured his ankle just
previously. and enother Sgt., Al Js Doine, who was walting for his
25th. mission flew tail gun position on that missione

Our target was Bernburg: Germenye It was a maximum effort raid
with 1000 planes involved, We-reamched our target and dropped the
bombg and evervone headed for home, Our fighter escort was supposed

to piek us up near the Holland border and about the time that they
were supposed to pick us up the right walst gunner called out" Friemsly
fighters at Three 0'clock high" He was mistaken, They wers German
fiahters and thev hit us from out of thesun. I heard what I thought
was the right wailst gunner test ~firing his guns but when I loocked

to see Af this was the case he was lust skanding and looking out the

right walst windowe The whole right wing was a 30lid mass of flame.
Oour intereom system must have been out for we had no word from any

of the other crew members. I tried to release the emergency escape
door but it would rt release Suddenly the plane went intoe a sharp
spin and I was thrown to the catwalk beside the right walst gun.
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When the plane finelly csme out of ‘the apin enough for me to pull
mvaelf back to the escape door I'pulled the release handle again and
that time the door was relsassd, I balled out just as the plane
exploded. The right walst gunner, Radic Operator, Tall Gunner,

and the Bombardier were the only other survivors heaide myvaelf. They
ware blown out of the plans when it exploded. Hobert Woedruff, the
Radlo Operator did not have hls parschute on when we wers hit. When
he saw that the plane was on five he started to put on his chute when
the plane blew up. The concussion threw him out and wrapped his strep
of the gshoulder harness around his wrists He seld that he noticed
that he was still atteched to the chute harness and knew that he didn%g
have anything to loses so he pulled the handle on his ripeord and the
chute opened. The pressure of his welght on the twlated strap kept

it in place and he came ®own safely. When he hlt the ground he just
shook his wrist and the strap fell off! God was surely looking after
fiim as well ps the rest of us.

We were plcked up by the Germsns socon after landing and taken to
the interrogation center at Frankfort. Than we were shipped out to
prison camp # 6, Stelag Luft Six, up near the border of Esst Prussia
and Lithuawsnim, The Russisns made a drive into that sector and we
ware moved to Stalag Luft Four down nesar Stettin. From theres I Was
sent with about six others to ceteh the Repriatration ship on the
coast of France but we never arrived, Instead, we wers put into
what psssed for a hospitel in Stargard. Then the Russians made &
drive into thet area and agsin we ware moved. This time to an officar's
camp, Stalag Luff number One up by Barth on theHaltiecs The next time
that the Russians made a drive into our sres the Germans left us
behlnd for the Ruasigns. We were wlth them about twoe weeks beforas
thay agreed to let our planes comes into the alrpért near<by and fly
us outs We were flown out by plenes from our own base in England.

After the evacuation we were finally losded onto ¥K a new ship of
ours and shipped back to the states. I was in priscn camp fourtsan
monthe and two wesks. I have loat contact with the surviving crew
mambara but would like to know if any of them have contacted your

depatrment.

Il apoligize for the lousy typing buf my typewriter 1s very ancielNt
and I am no sxpert at typing.

Hoplng that thie will be of some help in your research I lock for-
ward to hearing from your despartment ameine.

Sincerely ,

He e 7. (2l

Hhr'un M. Jolliegr



