A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EIGHTH AIR FORCE

Russell A. Strong 2041 Hillsdale Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Name _ MHECTOR A, CLAVEZ

Address ﬁgc: =P o O A F Y T
Home Phuna(?jf,ir} bR - )3 Date /- p.g - 20

{
Occupation E ETimED {:U & Fﬁf:s_z Employer —

Address — Busz, Phone —_—

Serial Nois) FT2EF 746 98

Service Necord:

Before joining the 306th:

INDUCTIpn MARCH G, /FeL3, BASIC TRAINTING AT FREswO,
CALIFo© RADI/O ScHool S10uX FALLS, SO, DAkoTA, GUNNERY
TRAIMING ISINGM AN, ARIZ, PHASE TRAINING Avon Dadk
FLo)da, LEFT U5, foe €70 MAY 30, 1G4,

After leavipnp the 306cth: :

SHoT DOwWAN SEPT. 12, G444, PRISonE 2 OF WAR IA
SERMANMY To APRIL a6, 945, FoLipumlc THAT OATE
SPENT SEVERAL WEEKs AT R.AM.P TENT City AT

CAMP Liciy STRIk &, THEN RETURNED 7o U.5, FOR

RRR 3‘5 DiScii ARG E on Nov. 2, IF s,
J06eh Becord

Arrival date at Thuerleigh

Squadron or other unit(s) -\5’5? "‘;'__,?f Bopd 3 S @id4g £ 20 M

MOS & S5 T Specialty /

pass By SEFT: 11, 194

Missions Completed (and date of last) 7

Promotions T _,.I'_,-"{E'Eﬁf:
Fi

Driorations _GMDFC_-:RE_SE_DSH_DSC___EH_EH _@"@ ..f

(On unuswal DFCz, and Silwver Stars and above would like to see a copy of the
citation)




Name_ HECTOR A, CHAVEZ hddressBxo £, MicLan ST, CHULA VIST,
Telephone 04 Sappn o (Feb)dalo-orel 3

MISSING AIRCRAFT REPORT Cfﬂu cAN KReeP ATTAcHeDd CQOFPIES )

— e

Pilot dsT. /7. EARI 2, RARR Plane # and Name —

Mission Date _Sepr, sa. 4 oL Target{ 3, ) RuMHLAND  CERMANMY =
Cause of loss: AR fire " Fighter attack v Other, explain_ Fr AnE EXPLOTED

Describe conditions in the plane as completely as you can:

SOME WHERE Eoum OF BerRiin wE WERE svgiscTed TO AA

FiRE & cepman FIGa7er ATTACE, TURSULE NCE WAS STROMNG
AND | WhAs HoLdiNg A SheTic TUBE DvERHEd TD KEEP BALANCE
WRHILE MANME B, WiisT Gual. WA Her O Lerr WRisT AnDd
RIGHT ARM CARUS/AWE ME TO FALL £ SNAP /NTERPHONE AING
WHEN | GpT UP % ESTABLisH &R Eummymcﬁ?mm’ BIGHT Winé E-"--’J"-i'.‘.:T
ON FIRE AND Pruar wis oederminé ALL To BAw our, [ wAS
Decay¥er BeEcalse O0F A USE(ESs LEFT HAND CAUsWG PROBLEM
OF HobDrk.,we PARACHUTE FAICK 7o HARNEsSE, ASouvr REBEALY 7D
PRoCGED 70 RSAR OF PLAVE 'S EXxcAPs #Hams, | ~NoTiced BAaLL
TURRET REVaVING & WAITED To HELR GUNNERT OUT s CAsE
HE wAs WounDsd, w/MNouT REALZmEG | MHED ALRSADY
REMIVED C=YeEw Az,

How and where did you leave plahe? -
PLANE Ex<Piored, BRIl TURRET GuanNER And | FOUND OULE-
SELVES Filesnle, S,7v0V6 ON UECE gF) WEECK A& E,

What happened when you got on the ground?

LanDen RAEIvr ap' oFF ceovwnd ON TREE, FoRBEST KESPER
Fouanh M, cor ME Dowy :‘E‘ Took MsE To Follce S7a71000.
Did you meet any of your crew mates?

ND., FEw ogmrer, U'S, Aizmen AT FPbLicc STE700).

How were you treated, if captured?

TREATED wWELL, FOOD RATINS INSUFFIL/IENT BLr VAMDBSReTAY -
DABLE SinCe Gp#ﬁ?ﬁﬂ-’j SHoRr Also, TAKEA) OUT OF STALLG
LuUFT &f And MArcHeh IN E:.IPF'EEEMT DM ECT oS Foe SO

dAYS FeFole SEng us,_:,.rz;;n::b & ts, Aemy Jod TG,
WoLFEs, ON APRIL Kb, /948§,

Any additional details, reminiscences, letters, or documents of these events would be ap-
preciated. If you do send such materials, I will copy them and put them back in the mai

to you within 24 hours.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
IN REPLY REFER TO:

AG 201 Chavez, Hector A, WASHINGTON 25, D, C.
PC-N ET01956

ve

29 September 1944

. Mr. Jesus A. Chavez
Post 0ffice #659
San Ysidro, California

Deaxr Mr, Chavez:

This letter is to confimm my recent telegram in which you
© Were regretfully informed that your son, Tecinical Sergeant Hector A.
Chavez, 39,287,690, Air Carps, has been reported missing in action
over Germany since 12 September 194k,

I know that added distress is caused by failure to receive
more information or details, Therefore, I wish to assure you that at
any time additional information is received it will be transmitted to
you without delay, and, if in the meantime no additidmal information
is received, I will agein commumicate with Jou at the expiration of
three months. Also, it is the policy of the Commanding General of the
Ay Adr Forces upon receipt of the "Missing Air Crew Report" to convey
to you any details that might be contained in that report.

- The term "missing in action" is used only to indicate that
the whereabouts or status of an individual is not Immediately kmown.,
It is not intended to convey the impression that the case is closed.
I wish to emphasize that every effort is exerted continuously to clear
up the status of our persomnel. Under war conditions this is a difficult
task as you must readily realize, Experience has shown that many persons
reported missing in action are subsequently reported as prisoners of
war, but as this information is furnished by countries with which we
are at war, the War Department is helpless to expedite such reports,
However, in order to relieve financial worry, Congress has emacted
loglslation which contimues in force the ray, allowances and allotments
to dependents of perscnnel being carried in a missing status,

Permit me to extend to you my heartfelt sympathy during this
Period of uncertainty,

Sincerely yours R .

J. A, LD
Major General,
The Adjutant General.
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- ADORESS AEPLY To - B
e COMMANDING GENERAL. ARMY AIR FORCES ) . ot
" WASMINGTON 28, D. C. ‘ . - S
o AFPPA-8 - HEADQUARTERS, ARMY AIR FORCES

ol b v b

. WASHINGTON

'i,w,t,AAF 201 - (8836) Chavez, Heetor A.

\?ATQifé;‘*;i N PR October 20, 1944.

, :'b;vfﬂ£.'Jeéﬁs A;'Ghévez, S
""" Post Office Box Number 659,
. San Ysidro, California, }

‘;;uh;gneérhur. Chavez:

48 I am writing yoquith reference to your son,'Techh;cal Sergeant
..+ Hector A, Chavez, who was reported by The Adjutant General as missing
- in action over Germany since September 12th,

" .7 Further information has been received indicating that Sergeant
~ :Chavez was a crew member of a B-17 (Flying Fortress) bomber which
" departed from England on a bombardment mission to Ruhland, Germany,
on September 12th, Full details are not available, but the report
indicates that during this mission at about 11330 a.m., near Berlin,
‘Germany, our planes were subjected to enemy antiaircraft fire, and
your son's bomber sustained damage, and fell to the earth. The report
further indicates that three parachutes were observed to leave the
disebled craft before it descended. The crew members of accompanying
planes were unable to obtain any further details relative to the loss
. of Sergeant Chavez's aircraft, therefore the above constitutes all
the information presently available.

Due to necessity for military security, it is regroetted that the
nemes of those who were in the plane and the names and addresses of their
next of kin may not be furnished at the present time.

Pleage be assured that a continuing search by land, sea, and air
is being made to discover the whereabouts of our missing personnel. As
our armies advance over enemy occupied territory, special troops are
assigned to this task, and all agencies of the government in every country
are constantly sending in details which aid us in bringing additional
information to you.

Very sincerely,

€. Q. Drodeaarons

E. A. BRADUNAS,
Major, A. G. D.,
Chief, Notification Branch,
Personal Affairs Divisiom,
N Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Personnel.

. e
S it e e 5k




ADORESS RIFLY TO
COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY AIR FORCES .
WASHINGTCN 29, D, C. : - .

.- HEADQUARTERS, ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

artenTion: AFPPA-8

(8836) Chavez, Hector A
39287690

December 20, 1944

Mr. Jesus A. Chavesz,
Post 0ffice Box Number 659,
San ¥sidro, California.

Dear Mr, Chavez:

For reasons of military security it has been necessary to withhold
the names of the air crew members who were serving with your son at the
time he was reported missing.

Since it is now permissible to release this information, we are
inclosing a complete list of names of the crew members.

The names and addresses of the next of kin of the men are also
given in the belief that you may desire to correspond with them.

Sincerely yours,

BL &Rt

CLYDE V. FINTER

1 Incl ' Colonel, Air Corps
List of crew members & names Chief, Personal Affairs Division
& addresses of next of kin Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Personnel

\

5-2032, AF



1st Lt. Berl R. Berr
24 Lt, Hobert B. Reid

2nd It. Yothow A, Hyersen

,.;..wm«w»g

' €/5gt. Flillem J. 2auer
" ¢/8gte Fector A, Chaves
. 8f8gte. Bioholsn Heolke

8/6gt. Alfyed R, Capen

5/5gte #libur A, Whitaker

Hrs. Lethor He Sorr, (other)
807 tln Struct,
Hortins Terry, %loe

#ro. Margeret Told, (Uot-er)
184 Crana Avenuie,

#r, Xke Uyersen, (Fstheor)
437 Ringzton Avenva,
Trooklyn. Heou York,

Garlend A. He: m o xn Idsala 2. Cante us, (“other)

Teuls Tumber ?1-:3,
Bﬂlﬁiﬁh, ‘Orﬁh \Jﬁl D].L"I.Ro

Yra, Darleen A, Souer, (%ife)
Boex 126,

Granger, Wachingten,

Br. Joena A. Chovem, (Fsther)
Pont Office lox Number 659,
Sen Ysidre, C:zlifernia. '

r. Thomas 3. Nleolke, {(Futher)
149 Bank Straet,.
Hewark, New Jorseys

. 7alph 2, Coren, (Father)
62 Seuth Holl,
Henchoster, lew iizapshire, -

%rss Gledyn Zhitsher, (iother)
2415 Silver Strvot,
’rderson, lndlana,
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY SERVICE FORCES
0ffice of The Provost Marshal General
"uashington 25, 0. Co

26 Jamary 1945

RE: T/Sgt. Hector i. Chavesz,
United States - Prisoner of sar #52727,
Stalag Luft 4 - Germany,
Via: New York, New York.

"7Hr; Jesus A. Chavez,
- Post Office Box 659,
' - San Isidro, Cal:;i‘orn:a .

' Dear ur. Chavez°

-The Provost Marshal General has directed me
to inform you of the transfer of the above-named
prisoner of war to the camp indicated.

, You may communicate with him by following the
1nclosed mailing instructions.

: : Further information w111 be forwarded as soon
as it is received.

Sinecerely yours,

Tpconed P 7Becce.

Howard F. Bresee,
Colonel, C.M.P.,
Assistant Director, Prisoners of War Division.

1 Incl.
Mailing Circular.

24~69094A8CD
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= 106th PRISONER OF WAR QUESTIONNAIRE
Prepared by Bussell A. Strong

This questionnaire is belny sent to yvou becanse it would be im-
pogsible for me to visit all of the 306th ex-prisoners of war and to interview
them, As a result of reading a recent book, For You the War is Over, a study of
prisoners of Germany in WW 11, I would Ilke to write a series of articles for
Echoes on the experiences of 306th men who ended up "in the bag". To make this
possible your help is very much needed. IF you need extra pages toe explain any
of your answers, please fegl free to do o so.

Tour dedicated help in this project will make it really work!

vane_ HECTOR A, CHAVEZ

Address

Eikddkk

MIA Date i_"Q rget

Filet ..Gﬂ' Plane name

E R ({j
Place of landing (/'\—\'

Date of capture

Captured by: Civilians Police Wehrmacht Luftwaffe
Others, explain

o e e oy o

Were you wounded in the plane? If so, describe

Were you injured in landing? If so, describe



page 3

Discuss prison camp food as to availability, variety, quantity and quality:

By whom was food generally prepared?

Did you receive Red Cross parcels? How frequently?

How frequently did you receive mail?

Were you ever jailed while in prison camp? What for? How long? Under what
conditions were you confined?

Were you repatriated prior to April 19457

Dates: Route: Aboard SS Gripsholm?

By April 1945 what was your general physical condition?

Were you hospitalized while in prison? Was there a doctor available?

How much weight did you lose as a prisomner?

How long after you were freed did it take to regain your normal weight?

Did you require medical treatment after being freed to correct problems incurred
on your last mission or in prison camp? Describe:



