A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EIGHTH AIR FORCE

Russell A. Strong 2041 Hillsdale Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Name John G. Champion

Address 900 First Place, Tyler, Texas 75702

Home Phone 595-4636 Date May 5, 1981
Occupation Geologist Employer _ Self
Address 900 First Place, Tyler, Texas Bus. Phone _ 595-4636

Serial No(s) 18106352

Service Record:

Before joining the 306th:

Enlisted in June 1942.

Airplane Mechanics School in Wichita Falls, Texas 1942.
_B-17 Specialist School-Boeing Plant, Seattle, 1942.

Las Vegas Gunnery School, 1943. '

After leaving the 306th:

Shot down over Hannover, Germany, July 26, 1943.

Spent 18 months in Stalag 17-B, Krems, Austria.

Repatriated February 1945, reached New York February 21, 1945.

Medically discharged at Beaumont General Hospital, El1 Paso, Texas in May 1945,

306th Record

Arrival date at Thurleigh June 1943

Squadron or other unit(s) 423rd

a

Mos # 2 Specialty _ Aerial Engineer

Missions Completed (and date of last)__ 3----July 26, 1943

Promotions Staff Sergeant

Decorations _\/AM_olcs__-_DFC__olcs__SS__DSM_DSC_MH__SM__PH | / Battle Stars

(On unusual DFCs, and Silver Stars and above would like to see a copy of the
citation)



Other personal data:

After discharge, finished school at University of Texas.
Have worked as a Petroleum Geologist since 1947.

Description of Air Missions:
(What were the highlights of your combat career? What was your
role? What heroics did you witness? What events were there of

which you have special knowledge?)

Eighteen months in Prison Camp is a story by itself.

Add additional pages, 1f necessary



Name John G. Champion Address 900 First Place, Tyler, Texas

Telephone 214-595-4636

MISSING AIRCRAFT REPORT

Pilot Wess Courson Plane # and Name Hustling Sue???

Mission Date July 26, 1943 Target Hanover, Germany

Cause of loss: AA fire v/ Fighter attack »/// Other, explain

Describe conditions in the plane as completely as you can:

We were hit by AA fire going over the target. Our tail section was badly
damaged and fighters closed in.

How and where did you leave plahe?
Bailed out over Holland. There were 7 survivors. Three men died. Two were
seriously wounded.

What happened when you got on the ground?
I was blind from a direct hit by fighter fire to my gun turret. I was
captured within an hour by German ground soldiers.

Did you meet any of your crew mates?

Yes, I met my pilot, Wess Courson, and our bombardier, Henry Lynch at Frankfort
interrigations. I, also met a waist-gunner, Cedric White in prison camp.

How were you treated, if captured?

It was 12 days from the date of capture until I received medical treatment by
a British surgeon who was also a prisoner.

Any additional details, reminiscences, letters, or documents of these events would be a
preciated. If you do send such materials, I will copy them and put them back in the mai

to you within 24 hours.

75702
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JOHN G, CHAMPION
GEOLOSISET
oo Finat Puace
TrifM. TEKARS FTETOA

PHOMHE B4 - BOE.a8 5

May 18, 1881

Wm. M. Collins, Jdr.
2973 Heatherbrae Dr.
Poland, Ohioc 44514
Dear Mr. Callins:
I am & new member. Please send me any back
Ccopies wou can.
Enclosed is my check for 350 to help support

——

the production and mailing of ECHOES.

Yours very tru]y,

= :" \_// f’::_ oy S E .I:'E:fﬁ__ﬁ

~ #
—John G. Champion rd

JGC/db

Enclosure



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGCTON

TO MEMBERS OF UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES BEING
REPATRIATED ON 16 January 1945:

It gives me special pleasure to welcome you
back to your native shores, and to express, on be-
half of the people of the United States, the Joy we
feel at your deliverance from the hands of the enemy.
It is a source of profound satisfaction that our ef-
forts to accomplish your return have been successful.

You have fought valiantly in foreign lands
and have suffered greatly. As your Commander in
Chief, I take pride in your past achievements and
express the thanks of a grateful Nation for your
services in combat and your steadfastness while a
prisoner of war.

May God grant each of you happiness and an
early return to health.

| Sl MLoeri—
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I want to write you about the person whose identification card
is enclosed in this letter. We think at least that it must have
been that John G.Champion who last summer landed here in Bellinwolde
by parachute close to the German border. He put here a bill fold
ihkAxhkAx@AM with contents into the goound. It is my hope now that
Mr.Champion will receive this letter with its enclosure and that
he lives among vou in good health and that he may remain there.
If vou should cmre to get his bill fold hack for him, let me know
at once. If he should not have returned, I could tell you more
details about him. ....

Best wishes from F. Kuiper...
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ALLIED PERSOR:.cL REPATRIATION TAG

PLEASE PRINT PLAINLY IN BLOCK LETTERS.
Completion of this card will facilitate notification of next of kin.

Personnel with changed ldentities or aliases will show both true

and assumed particulars.
BRITISH |AUSTRALIAN| MIDEAST

CHAMPION  olohn (o

Middle Initial

Last Name First Name
7/,7507", EOL35R. YsAE 23 M

ZIRank ASN Branch Age Sex

I 504"3 lgo:mé é‘RDuP

Army U nit before Captu‘e

sﬁs/ﬁ‘w TR NREMS . Aus7RIA

07 {| CANADIAN

A L et - —n vt )

- Last PW Camp and Location

///»é/«'/"eah BRow nseilfe Toxas  _USA .

i
]
, Nanonahty Home City \ State Country
i
i
I

NP ehm e M e 8

V. /il (/A ﬂbc?hz\p/on f::)#e—/? . | ‘

Name of Next of Kin/ Relationship

L Lvzabett S1 BRowwmsile /c’X i

Address of Next of Km

———

4

b o =

Diagnosis : ___|

Medical classification : - 1A 1B iIcC 2 3 8 6
- (Circle appropriate classification)
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Seine Heimkehrberechtigung®) wurde bejaht*) — verneimt?).

B i der nbchsign Komppion wieder Jompsle, o yry 5

Der @merik, Kriegsgefa;lgene CHAMPION . Johm

(Nationalitat) (Zuname) {Vorname)

, Bescheinigung

geb. 2102+27...., Dienstvgr"_ad S[Sst Erk. Nr. (Gef.Nr.) 43227

18.X.

wurde am ..=.%%% 48 ier Gemischten Arztekommission vorgestellt.

r

Er ist in der Befundliste des Lagers’) — Res.Laz. (Kgf.") -

vom 'lB,X.{t{i- unter 1fd. Nr. ... 6. eingetragen. S

Der Vorsitzende der Gemischten Arztekommission.

_‘_a__‘. Ofw @ﬁ: A 2‘1£M£\

*) .Nichtzutreffendes streichen.
.-@220(2)6.44 -
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1803 Biltmore St. N. W.
Apt. 408

Washington 9, D. C.

26 Januery 1946

S/Sgt. John G. Champion,
111 Elizabeth Street,
Brownsville, Texas.

Dear Sergeant Champion:

I shell begin this letter by introducing myself. I am
the aunt (father's s;ster) of Sgt. Robert C. Stevens, one of your
waist gunners on the mission to Henover, Germany, 26 July 1943,
which ended tragically with the deaths of Sgts. Thomas and Dayton
and Bob, and the intermment of the other seven members of the crew.

~ As an employee of the War Department, I have access to
some of the records end files, and thus, insofar &s official reports
go, I heve a generel knowledge of this flight. However, from the
personel and human standpoint, we Jmow very little, and in the two
years since we were notified formally of Bob's death, our minds have
been tortured by questions regerding him. With this thought in
mind, I em writing you, wondering if ycu can tell me anything of
his laest hours. The Hanover flight was, I understand, but his seccnd
mission. I assume the same personnel flew the first one. Can you
recall how Bob seemed? Did he seem to heve any presentiment that
he might not return? I have never checked into the time of the raid,
but assume it was & deylight mission?

Due to a misspelling of the name Stevens (Stephens) it

- was necessary for the Department to re-check Bob's identification;
accordingly, it was not until December that we were informed that

he had died on 26 July. We were notified early in August that

he was missing in action. Not so long after our first communication
from the War Department, we received & letter from Tech Sgt. Richard
Newport, of 6350 Green Street, Chicego, who had met Bob in England
on /4 July, and was a member of the same bombing squedron, he explained.
Sgt. Newport said thet he was in the plane right behind Bob's and
from his post at the radio headphones could see what was happening.
He saw the plane burst into flames and two men bail out, followed

by eight more. He said thet he felt sure we would hear from Bob

in time,



_ Bob, of course, never hed & chance, apparently. He either
died before getting down, or was wounded so that he could not helr
himself, as his body was washed up out of the water at Bingum.
This is near Leer on the Ems Estuery, & few miles from the sea.
Bob is buried at Bingum, unless he has been removed to & military

_cemetery since I last checked with the Graves Registration Section.

How the other two lads died, I do not know. Actually, of
course, I suppose we will never know whether Bob died in mid-eir,
or drowned, unless some of his crew kncws,

Anything you can tell me, Sergeant Champion, will be deeply
appreciated, and of course, will be held in confidence if you so
wish, I earnestly hope that your experiences in a Germem prison
camp were not such as to leave permanent injury. Harrowing
stories have come to light abcut the treatment of some of our men;
one of pur young cousins - a bombadier - was taken prisoner, and
his story does not meke comfortable reading, and of course, he
was but one of many such.

Meantime, if there should be anything thet I could do for ycu
here in the Department, please know thet I shall be happy to try
to help. :

With every good wish for your future, and my earnest thanks to
you, as to every other brave man who did so much for us et home,
believe me to be always

Sincerely yours,

g[‘oux'Secé W

Louise S. Milburn
(Mrs. Chas. W.)
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JOHN G. CHAMPION
GEOLOGIST
2900 FIRST PLACE
TYLER, TEXAS 7B702

PHONE 214 . B95-4636

May 18, 1981

Russell Strong
2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007

Dear Mr. Strong:

I am one of your new members whom you contacted
recently. Thank you for finding me, and keep up the
aood work.

Enclosed is my check for $100 to support the
research, writing, and publication of the history of
the 306th Bomb Group.

Yours very truly,

John G. Champion

JGC/db
Enclosure



JOHN G. CHAMPION
GEOLOGIST
900 FIRST PLACE
TYLER, TEXAS 78702
PHONE 214 - 89B-4636

November 9, 1981

Russell A. Strong
2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007
Dear Russell:
I sure enjoy receiving ECHOES and am Tooking
forward to seeing your book. I am enclosing $17.50

along with my order for FIRST OVER GERMANY, A HISTORY
OF THE 306TH BOMB GROUP. Best of Tuck.

Yours very truly,

~ o .
6%76%{4c,§£%,522a445uox1/

John G. Champion

JGC/db

Enclosures



Your Help ‘Mb\lﬁéé:?;thq 306th

"I enclose my check for $ to support the production and mailing o
ECHOES, and reunion activites of the 306th Association. (Mail your checl
to Wm. M. Collins, Jr., 2973 Heatherbrae Dr., Roland, OH 44514)

| enclose my check for $_[(2Q::“to support the research writing anc
. publication of a new history .of the 306th Bomb Group. Publication i
expected during 1981. (Mail your check to Russell Strong, 2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, M| 49007). Contributions of $1Q0 or more will recetve acopyo
the history without further charge. - .
Name - John & C/mm,nm/d' 3
Address " ' .




