A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP -

EIGHTH AIR FORCE

Russell A. Strong,

I am endeavoring to put together a good history of the 306th
Bombardment group, an idea which has been in my mind for some
years. I am working diligently on the matter, collecting all
kinds of data and working through the official history and
records of the group. I served as a navigator with the 367th
squadron from June through November, 1944,

4900 Appleridge Ct.,

Dayton, Ohio 45424

I am interested in any special materials which you may have,
such as good photographs of personnel, battle damage, plane
insignia, etc., I am also interested in commendations (other
than the-usual Air Medal and DFC) you may have received,
special stories which you may have in your possession, letters
that are highly descriptive of combat action, or any other
documents. I would appreciate receiving xeroxed copies. But,
if you do not have such facilities readily available, I would
appreciate the loan of materials which I might copy and re-
turn to you immediately. I am also interested in manuscripts
of memoirs which you may have prepared, particularly if they
were done within a couple of years of the events. Again, I
would appreciate copies or the opportunity to copy them.
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. If it hadn't been for & weeke,,
ass, Ist Lt. Kermit B. Cavedo,
rmer Flying Portress nayigator
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- Affer weathering 28 missions
against Paris, Bremen, Wilhelm-.| i
shaven, Kiel, Norway, and other |
- targets. Lt. Cavedo and the crew |
of his ship got a weekend pass ta |
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‘Scotland., During their absence, the
.ship was shot down over Kiel and
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.the crew was taken prisoner. / 7 y ;

He was in England from Feb- | ] %
. ruary to December, 1843, and flew e —
25 missions. He wears the Distin- | i~ ‘W%
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# : guished Flying Cross, the Alr Med- m - S

| -al and three Oak Leaf Clusters. o, A . e,
s "Lt. Cavedo's ship, the ‘Fightin’ S et - By e
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been lighted when Me. 109s attack- EMIAN
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B - ed suddenly and Cavedo almost
o swallowed his “stogey”-in his haste
to reach his guns. The attackers
. .were driven off and the crew
—{ighted another round _of _cigars.
» The German . fighters - promptly |
. dived in again but when that was
" over the cigar supply was exhaust-
.. ed and the celebration had to be
—ve—ed . POStponed. L
= . Lt. Cavedo’s most unusual mis-
sion in some respects was against
.St. Nazaire. When his group left
Rt the target “flying on the deck”,.
"’%— > an error in navigation by the lead Bnn
' - 8hip placed them over Brest at Lo T
. 200 feet instead ‘of over England. | { - .
;i*The Germans - shot everything | ! e ™) ! i e
- fhey -had at our planes, even .the o : n ; ' & N
_coast artillery, so we made a 180 : . B AR it danss St Sulaie g
. .degree turn and- got out of there,™ : S S T
‘said Cavedo, ' - . = . . : .
.. His last raid was against Sch- |§ ) ) :
.:weinfurt, Germany, where 60-odd |}~ -~ ~- .- ... o . . Loy
' Fortresses were- downed, the great- L o
‘est U. 8. loss 'up to that time.
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4| :"ing, Cavedo believes a knowledge

~of first aid-is essential to com- |8
:bat crews. -“First aid “will save |D/"
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he said. R S
. "~'The son of Mr. and Mrs} Frank | P
..+ A. Cavedo, 3428 Stuart Ave. Rich- |4
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_.States last December in time for |}
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24 June 1977

Mr. Kermit Cavedo
Caverns Corp.
Iuray, Virginia

Dear Kermit: |

I received the attached information this week from
Manny EKlette, and I thought you might find it of
cons‘Lderable interest.

Then, I got to thinking that on the basis of this
information, the Yank article, and some of your re-
collections, if I could get you to do a piece for e
forthecoming ﬁ__ h Echoes on Manny?

I would think something in the neighborhood of a
thousand words or so.

Let me know what you think.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong
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Mr. Russell A. Strong

306 Bombardment Group Association
Route 1

scotch Meadows Drive

Laurinburg, . C. 28352

Dear Russ:

Thanks so much for the information on Manny Klette. 1 lost track
of him in 1945 and have had no contact since that time. The information
regarding him filled the gap.

I think the idea of an article for "306 Echoes" 15 a fine one but I
am not the person to write it. In the first place, I am not a writer and
in the second place my association with Klette was in the early days when
his Eighth Air Force career was the usual one. It was not until after my
last mission that Klette started his unusual mission accomplishments. 1
would think it would take someons who knew him well in the 31st bomb group.
I, of course, could perhaps i1l in from the time our crew was formed at
Geiger Field in Spokane, Washington, through phase training and our trip
to England and assignment with the 369th Squadron of the 306 Bomb Group.

At that point, Klette was assioned as co-pilet with an experienced crew, Our
crew joined Roy Vinnedge of the 369th.

Here's another thought that may make an interesting article for the
"306 Echoes." It is a story titled, "Mystery of the Luftwaffe," but may
possibly be too long for your publication. It will run about 6,000 words.
It was written in 1944 or 45 and was destined to be used by the Reader's
Digest. However, a similar article beat the authors of this one to publication.
If you have any interest at all in this, T am sure I can secure permission from
the authors, John Goodwin and Carlton Brechler.

An interesting note regarding John Goodwin. John was one of two men from
Eighth Air Force Public Information office that discovered the Nazis made
Tampshades from human skin in one of the concentration camps. [ am sure you
will remember this story broke when our people first arrived at the concentra-
tion camps after the war.

Mo ane fad tvaveled witefy whe Aad nol deen e Heauwliful Cavernd of Luvay”
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SePterber 9, 1977
-2- R. A. Strong, Laurinburg, N. C.

If you have any interest at all in this please Tet me know. I
promise to do better regarding my correspondence with you. Thanks again
for your thoughtfulness in forwarding the Klette material to me.

S1ncere1y yours ,
KBC:01 fermit B./lavedo
P. 5. 1 think most of the 306 veterans would be interested in reading

about Klette and if you can't do any better perhaps a reprint of that
"Yank" article would be in order.

“Ro ane Ras traveled witely who Rad not deen the Neautiful Caueins of Luray”



January Znd
"Our 100th Year"
1978

Mr. Russell A. Strong
Route 1, Turnpike Rd.
Laurenburg, M. C. 28352

ear Russ:

I hope you and June had a very pleasant Christmas and wish for both of
you a happy 1979:

My copy of 306 Echoes arrived today and T was most pleased to see your
uyse of John Goodwin's article. The inserts in bald type were particularly
interesting to me. I recognize Schoolfigld's name and flew a couple of
missions with him; and, of course, Rip Remrddn was CD of our sguadron part
af the time I was in England.

I note that some addresses have changed and 1 have the correct current
address for Roger 5. Lindsay. This should be Roger 5. Lindsay, 5r., 113
Goldenrod Lane, MNoblesville, Indiana 46060,

Look forward to seeing you again soon and hope that you will contact
me if you have occasion to be anywhere near Luray (averns.

Sincerely yours,

EBC:h1 Kermit B, Eav;n

Luray Caverns Corparation, Most Office Box 748, Luray, Mirginia 22835, (703} 743-6551
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enough: ‘smog to. make-the PR job: interesting. My
?‘region is Southem®California, Arizona, Utah and,
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i egas,: Palm:Springs,. Phoenix R anta.Barbara' and
My - office is in- Los Angeleh‘“ﬁ
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"something less:

o beautiful Virglnia._ yﬂdon't you come out here?v
We:have:-a house in the: Virgin'Islands“so ‘all of our:
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October 28, 1977

Mr. Kermit Cavedo

Director of Public Relations
and Advertising

Luray Caverns Corporation

Luray, VA 22835

Dear Jerry:

I have located Carlton Brechler and have his permission for
the 306th ECHO to use our story gratis.

They may want this background:

Brech came to the ETO with the 91st Bomb Group as PRO, and
served there for some time before joining me in 8th AF PRO
at "Pinetree" (High Wycombe, Bucks.).

Our 8th AF story, written before VE Day, was brought back to
the States by Allan Michie, field editor in Europe for the
Readers Digest, who was confident his magazine would use it.
Upon reaching the Digest offices in Pleasantville, N.Y., he
learned they had already accepted and scheduled a similar
story by an RAF Air Vice Marshall attached to the British
Embassy or U.S. War Department in Washington.

We made no further effort to place it, and the story has not
been published.

Brech entered service from Madison, Wisconsin, where he had
been an Associated Press reporter, and I from Atlanta, Ga.,
where I was associate editor of business magazines.

Since WW II, Brechler has followed a career in public rela-
tions with General Motors, in Detroit, Dayton, and now Los
Angeles. I have been in the advertising agency business



8th AF HQ ("Pinetree," High Wycombe, Bucks.) DURING WWII.
Left to right: Lt. Tom Brown, Maj. John M. Goodwin, Lt.
Arthur Shay, and War Correspondent Ernest Hemingway.

Bemingway, the famous novelist, was representing Colliers
magazine at the time. He was looking for a ride bac

to the States, having just returned to ingladd from Ewrxmpayx
the Continent. Shay, standing, was a very young navigator
from Chicago. He had Just finished a &meoe combat tpur with

an 8th AF group when he joined 8th AF PRO instead of returning
to the States. Since WW II Artie has been a succe®sful writer
and photographer, having paubiixhaxdxexms authored a number of
children's books, and served as a contributing photograper

to national magazines, especially Sports Illustrated.
Goodwin,u co-author of attached article, was Press Chief

in the PRO Section. Doolittle was CGx at this time,




Mr. Kermit Cavedo
Page 2
October 28, 1977

in Richmond -- until 1969 when I sold my interest and joined
the State Travel Service.

Sincerely,

hn M. Goodwin
rector of Advertising

JMG/eeh
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February 22, 1977

Mr. Russell A. Strong
Route 1

Scotch Meadows Drive
Laurinburg, N. C. 28352

Dear Russell:

I apologize for the Tong delay in replying to your original letter.
Much of this material was buried back in the attic. I hope some of it
will prove of interest. Please return it when it has served your purpose.

Listed below are several members of our crew that I have kept in touch
with over the years. 1 believe the addresses are current with the possible
exception of Roger Lindsay's.

Billy Brown
20937 Saticoy St.
Canoga Park, Calif. 91304

Russell, Billy Brown was our radio operator and was featured on Page 62
of the book "First of the Many."

Harry Hoser - Tail-gunner
914 Hartel 5t.
Philadelphia, Penna. 19111

Roger 5. Lindsay - Bombardier
860 Westbourne Lane
Wheeling, I11. 60090

If you have any specific questions I will be glad to try to answer them.
Good Tuck on your project:

Sincerely yours,

KBC:b1 Kermit B. Cavedao
ENCS

"

Cowvarns fon
Poal Office Box T
Lurcey, Wirginia 22835
Telaphone {103] 743-4559
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26 Pebruary 1977

. Kermit B. B“Edﬂ
Lursy Caverns Corporation
7. 0. Box mﬂ

Dear Hermit:

Meny thanks for the loan of materials, They sppived at just the right
time for me to quickly CORY them and get them on their way back to
you.

1 had all the plctures you enclosed, 80 that speeded things up. But
the crders were all new to me and I got them copied last night and
pegan worklog through them. I've already found half a dogen or mOTS
pnames that were not in my file.

Thanks for the {aformaticon on Fightin' Bitin", You understand that I
never liked them, having been & Clap Pigeon myeelfl

Thanks also for the gdditional addressen. We are ncw approachlog 650
ipn pames and addresses on file, and 1 estimate that there were sbout
§,000 men in the 306th.

Do you know anything shout the other soqandron insignia? Were they
spound when you Were there? Have not ploked up any closs yet as Lo
where any came from, axcept for the PHoth.

2t the publisation price, which I considersd & rezl bargain. I was
plaased to get the Time placa on Bob williams and his mission. 1 have
geen Bob & eouple of times recently and have the gaturday Evening Foet
article on the Bame ni=sion, and also Dee 0 1layiiiiis Wilaon who Was

s wakst guoner oo this wission and was shot down sbout the time you
joined the 205th, and evaded capture. fe 1ives about S0 miles from here
and we get together now and then.

So, 1 Euass that's where I am at the moment. Thanks again for your help,
apd the next time 1 am up that way 1']11 stop to ses you.

gincerely yours,




14 May 1976

Mr, Kermit B, Cavido
Director, Public Relations
Luray Caverns, Corp.
Luray, VA 22835

Dear Kermit:

As the accompanying information will tell you, I am
researching a history of the 306th Bomb Group, and
thus am looking for people and for information. Anc
the grnupnuill have ite sscond annual reunion Oct.
15«17 in Dayton.

Lest Saturday night I wes in Chicago end attended e
small gathering of 206th people there, including
Bob Williesms of the 423rd and Ed Hennesey of the 369th,

I have talked end had correspondence with both, and
this wesk Ed #ropped me some informetion, includin
your address and the Ffact thet you created the 359§h
insignia, 1 would like to hear from you how you did,
when, etec. Also, do you know how the other sguadron
insignia came about?

Also in my work, I have learnsd thatthe Air Force did
not begin saving Group Specisl Orcders until December
of 1943, I have them on the microfilm and in prinouts
from that time on, but 1 am looking for copies of or-
ders From the beginning through November 1943, Would
you go through your 201 file and send me copiss of

any orders which you heve? This is one way I am trying
to build a2 roster of 306th members,

1 em sending your address along to Bill Collins of Po-
land, 0., whé is heecding up thebgroup search affort,
&0 you will begin to gst mail sbout what is going on.
Do you have any addresses of former members, or do you
know hometowns or colleges of onetime associates? Any
leads will be helpful.

Sincerely yours,
Russell A, Strong

4900 Appleridge Ct,
Dayton, Ohio 45424

RIT oaa..



Rugust 31, 1982

Mr. Russell A. Strong
2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007

Dear Russ:

Thanks so much for the clipping. I am so sorry that I was unable to
spend more time with you and June but pleased that you enjoyed your short
yisit here.

[ hope you both will have the opportunity to come back again soon, and
that we will have a Tonger visit.

Sinceraly yours,

—

™
kFermit B. /Cavedo v
KBC:bl Director - Public Relations/Advertising

Luray Caverns Corporation, Post Office Box 748, Luray, Virginda 22835, (703) 743-6551



Luray Cavems Corporation, Post Office Box 748, Luray, Vinginia 22835, (703) 743-6551

May 20, 1932

Mr. Russell A. Strong
2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, Mich. 49007

Bear Russ:

Thanks for your letter. My check must have passed in the mail s0 you
should have it in a day or so. I, too, enjoyed our conversation and look
forward to your visit here later in the summer. If you have occasion to
drive Interstate 81 through the Shenandoah Valley of Yirginia we are only
14 miles east of New Market, Virginia, at Interstate B1, Exit &7.

1 sti1] get a great kick out of telling friends of our lunch at
Norma's Restaurant in Laurinburg. I am certainly sorry to hear she is
not in business any mare.

If you turn up anything on Billy Brown I would Tike to receive the
information which I will pass on to Frank Roper in Rockville, Maryland.
Frank is also looking for Billy.

Sinceraly yours,

( by

Kermit 8. Cavedo
KBC:b1 Director - Public Relations/Advertising
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42 Way 1982
Doar Kermit:

In answer to your phone call today, we did have Billy Brown on
our mailing list at one time as from Canoga Park. But he is not
now, and we must have lost him in a move. I°'11 try to do a bit
of tracking at the office in our LA area phone book coll esction.

Roger Freeman®s address is: May‘’s Barn
Deadham,
Colchester,
Essex CO7 GEW
England.

I saw Roger when I was in England at the end of January. That was
the first time I had ever met him. He is a walking encyclopedia
of Bth AF data. He has been working on it since the end of the
war and has an extellent memory, )

Dave fMacChee’s addresst 7303 Gordons Road
Fails Church, VA 22043

1°11 send twe books along in a couple of days for you. 1°ll be
mailing again Wednesday. Of course, I do want to get paidl

Enjoyed ocur conversation. When my travel slows down a bit I hope
we can get down that way. We are planning to go to Nerth Cgrolina
in early August because of an impending gqrandchild, and perhaps we
ea: mg:der off that way for a day. I1°11 give you a call if we can
makKe . ’ .

Norma®s restaurant im Laurinburg finally closed because a bank
bought the property for a new building,

fly best to you al},
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August 15, 1984

Mr. Russell A, Strong
2041 Hillsvale
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Dear Russ:

It was certainly thoughtful of you to mail the clipping from your
local paper, Sometimes we get lucky an a release of this nature, and [
am pleased to have this for our scrapbook.

I enyy you vour trip to Germany and hope that it is a most pleasant
one, At this time I do not plan to attend the meeting in Fort Worth but
perhaps in 'BS,

Best regards,

JJ
KBC:b1 Kermit B. Cavida

Luray Caverns Corporation, Nost Office Box 748, Luray, Virginia 22835, (703) 743-6551



The 306th Bamb Group returns to
ENGLAND! Oct. 3-8 1982

See 15 Srsdorie r‘ﬁm.w}'er.:'a-?
on“SUNDAY MORNING "~ CBS
it Charies Flrai O, 8/ - P00 q.5.
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20 August 2990

Dear Jerry:

June and I returned home last evening after a 3,000 mild
trip, all family gatherings, which kind of tuned us up 6or
the trek to San Antonio.

We were both saddeded to learn of Amy's death, and extemd
our belated condolences to you. If you are ever traveling
through the Charlotte area we would be delighted to have you
as a house guest for a night or two. Our rates are terrific!

I received a book order a bit ago from one of your somns, a

. Richmond dentist, I believe. Tell him that I am promised de-
livery of the books this week, so it shauldn't be too long
before he gets a copy.

Between traveling and working on 306th things I keep very
busy, sometimes too busy. But, I insist on taking a nap every
afternoon, and have convinced June that its a good idea for
me. She refuses, putting in her time pulling weeds and such
other useless occupations. But, she's happy puttering in the
yard, and I mow the lawn and pick up her trash. It works out
pretty well that way.

If I have time this week and next, before leaving for San An-
tonio on Labor Day, 1'll finish up a brick walk in the back
yard. Sp, there is much to do. You know, owning a house in
like love, one damn thing after another!

All the best to you, and we do hope that our paths will cross
once again, one of these days.
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