RECORD UPDATE
306th Bomb Group Association

(Please complete as much of this form as you wish, and return to
Russ Strong at the reunion, or mail to Russ Strong, 5323 Cheval

Place, Charlotte, WNC 28205) Little Rock 1989
Date complete L{r Sc/ 5%
LAST NAME: CAVANESS FIRST NAME: [/ /vty = TITLE: S ET
Street address: VO£ CRAVENS AvE Telephone: (5/1) & 34 &7
City, state, zip: § 4.« /3 ~/T 0N/ FEL22 [S5AL
Date of Birth: /3 St/ [920 Wifa's name: Ef]ﬂﬁfﬁ?f
College(s) attended: Degree(s): Year(s):

Last employment and job title: L'5/F NEoLC MBnT Analysis Hg Hre-

ol : U I
Reunions attended: {b? year or lncatiun] W; ) ,.;;JHH T b= FTLERACY fl?__
.l'r le't-'.-'t’:- T8 44 ;

Serial #: H51 12 4/68 Squadron: J/ Speciality: /L mHt7
= 1o HTCh B

Date joined 306th: ,/=&2 - 4% If combat, what crew:

Special duties or assignments w/306th: =lwwr Chirm/ G RouS Avp reT Foeie

Number of missions flown: Date of last mission:

Date left 306th: fumy? #5° Highest rank/grade with 306th: /155

Other 8th AF units served with:

Top service assignments after 306th:

USAF retirement date: [ peC 7/ Rank/grade: .15

Copiles of old 306th orders, either from the Group or Station 111, or any of the
squadrons or other units, will be welcomed by the secretary.

If you know of other 306th people who do not appear in the directory, please add
their names and current or former addresses to this sheet so that we may search

further for them.



RECORD UPDATE
306th Bomb Group Association

(Please complete as much of this form as you wish, and give)
(to Russ Strong at the Las Vegas reunion, or mail to his ad-}
(dress: 5323 cheval Pl., Charlotte, NC 28205 ¥

Date completed
LAST NAME: ZHL’ﬁWt_f,S FIRST NAME: Lu/i [er? 4 /= Title: &.45 Her
Street address: 02 (CRAvENS AveE Telephone: (4/2) 534 -Yo %L

City, state, zip: SAAMN Aol T X 18223

Date of birth: /3 spep 20 Wife's name: ool y
College(s) attended: Degree(s): Year(s):
Last i : 5 o P = o
ast employment & job title: USARFE (M5 80/ TENG e F ML SLS !1-;'_;. jf,—‘ ‘f:'.
Year joined 306th Association: 2 TTq
Reunions attended: (by year or location)
5 «7 & a F # .
77— 83— §4- 65— b —57-85
Serial #:/g0 ﬂ’e’ﬂ*}’-ﬁf/s_f St =15 =) b0 Sqdn: SLL Specialitys £4/6 w7 CLIER
Date joined 306th: /g2 42 1f combat, what crew?
Special duties or assigmments w/306th: /iww ch/eF /f frouf mppiaT Pool ~ TIRES - BORKES —
f
: Alard ing GBI ~ HydRRvanes J alien
If commissioned w/306th, date & specialty: Ev4ELVE'znwzﬂpr*;ff4%#A$¢r Eems
Date departed: ISep 43 Highest rank/grade w/306th: 45¢
Other 8thAF units served with:
Top service assignments after 306th: ‘Lowe Churs f/fAvEeTrom ConTRo4 W T AN Y51

USAF retirement date: / psec 7/ Rank/grade: (. 5

Most memorable experience w/306th: (use back of sheet, too)

In the continuing search for 306th people, please inform the secretary as to any
persons you know from the 306th who are not listed in the 1988 directory; con-
sult your WWII address book as to hometowns of anyone not listed im the 1988 di-
rectory; inform the secretary as to anvone from the 306th whom vou know now to
be deceased.

The secretary i1s constantly seeking coples of orders issued at Thurleigh, either
by the 306th Bombardment Group, Station 111, the combat squadrons, or other units
assigned there. If you have any such orders, please send copies to the secretary.

If your immediate family or other heirs are not interested in your 306th memora-
bilia, you may wish to place with such materials directions and an address so that
it can be mailed to the secretary. Such materials will be included in the 306th
collection that will eventually be placed in the Library of the U. 8. Air Force
Academy at Coloradeo Springs, CO.




RECORDS 1IFDATE

306th BOME GROUP ASSOCTIATION

(Please complete as much of this form as you wish to, fold and mail as
per address on reverse side. Or, if obtained at a reunion, hand to
Buss Strong)

o el
LAST NAME: /Ay ANESS FIRST NAME: L/ //«A~1 £ TITLE: :-}:/ff;'f-” ehrel
STREET ADDRESS: /o L[RAVENS AUE TELEPHONE: (5/2 ) 534- 707
CITY: S84 Aniovi STATE: 7~ A ZIP: THEAD
DATE JOINED 306th ASSOCIATION: gp.7 1777
REUNIONS ATTENDED: (Years) /7 &7 84 &9, &6, ¢7
WIFE'S NAME: JoRaTiy (AvRAESS : TR S ARG T

: q) CaEs

LAST EMPLOYMENT: (S 11 Jodt st
COLLEGE(S) ATTENDED: DEGREE(S) : DATE :
SERTAL 43 /Bospod8/ #5112 4768 SQDN: =440 Mos: /3¢
DATE ARR: FEL /944 CREW: ~LigH7 s (4
DATE DEPARTED: s&/ /745 HIGHEST RANK IN 306th: /557
SERVICE RETIREMENT DATE: | sér¢7 [97/ RANK or GRADE: (. /5

DECORATIONS WITH 306TH: (rcvz 5720
TOP SERVICE ASSIGNMENT AFTER 306TH: /4/¢#7 LA/

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS WITH 306TH:

QUESTIONNATRE
CATERPILLAR CLUB - IRVING CHUTE COMPANY

WAME :

COMBAT JUMP DATE & MISSTON:
HEIGHT WHEN BATLED OUT:

ANY PROBLEMS WITH PARACHUTE:

306th Bombardment Group. SQDN: _lﬁiﬁf



A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EIGHTH AIR FORCE
Russell A, Strong, Rt. 1, Scotch Meadows Dr. Laurinburg, NC 28352

vame_ William F  LAvAWNES S

address_ JO2 CRA VENS  AvE  san ANTINI/D 74 5223
Telephone 5/)2 - 5§34 - Tp 9L pate 320 Jone 77

occupation CAS vsar feT. Employer _xj/)?

Address = Telephone —

Service Record:

Before joining the 306th: B P »
SHEPPARD AFLB TECH TRAAMIVG — ﬁ’éil ARKe ED
: iy A
weddovee + 326 2 3Ly 533::;’..4_1 ;

After leaving the 306th:
Re-eNlsred <+ E74y0 JFoR 30 yRRJ «

306th Record:

. T4
Arrival Date umaL 491 Squadron or other unit 3y -
MOS 758 Combat Status et —
Missions Completed Al
Promotiong Pvi - cfh- S IGT—~T 367 — M55
Decorations__AM_ olcs_ DFC__olecs_ SS__DSM__DSC__ MH__SM
PH__ Battle Stars other

(OVER)



Other perscnal data: _ oy _ W,
G fouvp ssisTe nAx i PelSonr/E~ 8 } - Flgur chie

’ﬁf:‘y 4.&7;»;’ it EhIE~

Description of Air Missions:
(What were the highlights of your combat career? What was your
role? What heroics did you witness? What events were there ot

which you have special knowledge?)

Add additional pages, if necessary
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25 February 1993

Dear Bill:
I have read _your piece several times, and have enjoyed it.

What it really needs is some names, as to whom developed some
of these techniques, anf those who did the back breaking work
of making all of this possible. Do you think you can gork at
least some names into 1it?

Also, here 18 a copy of an aerial photo of the base, and I
would like you to indicate which hangar was used -for what.

I am also taking the liberty of enclosing a bunch of pictures
of ground/mechanical activities, hoping that you might meke
some notes about them, or identify some people, and then stick
the notes to the appropriate pictures.

In the event you did save your story, I am ragyrning the orig-
inal; but I have protected myself by making a copy of it. Then,
if I have offended you, I'll still have the original to use!

I look forward to hearing from you.

e

All the best,



9 October 1993

Dear Bill:

Wanted to send along a copy of the letter which I have just redone, and
which I send to each person added to our mailing list.

Since being home, and before I could get anything else happening, I de-
cided to "buy" one more set of names, 50 in all, and which ran me through
the "A" section of the card file.

All but two of the names on the attached 1list of new adds came from that
1ist of 50. Harkness I got from another list, and Nelson Ake picked up the
last name when he wore his 367th T shirt to therapy ome morning, and mat
Scribner.

If you have any suggestions on the letter, please let me know.

I have found the equipment I need to go through the name list, and will be
ordering it Monday. The CD Rom unit to go in the computer will be $244, and
the disc itself will be $69.

My typewriter 1is a
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367th, 368th, 369th, 423rd Squadrons, and service organizations
Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England — September 1942-April 1945

306«

President

C. Dale Briscoe

7829 Timber Top Drive

Fair Oaks Ranch, TX 78006

Vice President

M/Gen James S. Cheney
630 Cinnamon Court
Satellite Beach, FL 32937

Secretary

Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

Treasurer

Robert N. Houser
2412 48th Street

Des Moines, IA 50310

Directors

Joseph R. Hathaway
1031 N. Meade Avenue
Glendive, MT 59330

John K. Hickey
3340 Nantucket Road
Lexington, KY 40502

Wallace T. Peckham
420 Starborrough
League City, TX 77573

Donald L. Snook
45 N. Turkey Hill Road
Westport, CT 06880

Past President

William F. Cavaness
702 Cravens Avenue
San Antonio, TX 78223

1995 Reunion Chairman
Wallace D. Boring

2348 Old Knoxville Pike
Maryville, TN 37804

British Representative
Ralph Franklin

Mill Hilt

Keysoe, Beds MK44 2HP
England

1995 Reunion

14-16 September

Hyatt Regency Knoxville
Knoxville, TN

BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

26 April 1995
Russel A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte NC 28205
Mr. Secretary:

In response to the president's request of
$200.00 contribution for
glish type control tower
at Wright Patterson AFB:

the construction of an En-
adjacent to the USAF museum
1 concur with the donation.
Now to a personal subject; maybe you recall I had
22

However 1 am

surgery last May for colon cancer? Then on Dec.
cancer was found in my liver; no cure.
receiving chemo 5 continous days,then 3 weeks free,
a 28 day cycle. In May another CAT scan will be ac-
complished to determine my progress. The chemo treat-
ments have not been severe to date, there has been a
loss of appetite, weight and strength, which is sqﬁé-
what gained back during the 3 weeks off chemo. |
Broviding my condition remains the same as now [
will be able to make Knoxville.

The president is aware of my conditicn and will

be notified if I can not attend the next convention.

\ "/) ,", /
s
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
RECORDS ADMINISTRATION CENTER

I8 REPLY ST. LOUIS 20, MISSOURI
REFER TO:
AGRS-DC-G 201 Cavaness, William F.
(2 Apr 48) 30 April 1948
M Sgt. William F. Cavaness
U. S. Army and U. S, Air Force
necruiting Station
Post Office Building
Hillsboro, Illinois
STATEMENT OF MILITARY QUALIFICATIONS AND TRAINING
T. LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIDDLE INITIAL 2. ARMY SERTAL NUMBER
Cavaness, William F. 18 057 048
MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL SPECIA LTIES PROMOT [ONS
3. NUMBER 4. TITLE 5. DATE RATED 6. GRADE 7. OATE ATTAINED
L7 Airplane and Engine Mechanic 1 May L2 Cpl 1 May 42
750 Airplane Mainterance Technician| 13 Jan 43 Air Mech
2nd €1 1 May L2
S Sgt 1 Jun 42
T Sgt 1 Jul 42
M sgt 15 Jul 42
8. BASIC TRAINING 9. SERVICE SCHOOLS STTENDED ANOTOR OTWER WILITARY TRAINING
Apparently completed while Graduated from Airplane Mechanics Course, Sheppard

etteched to air Corps Replace- | Field, Texas on 21 Mar L42. Total hours 770. Final
ment Iraining Center, Sheppard |weighted grade 81.

Field, Texas from 6 Oct Ll to
6 Nov Ll.

10. REMARKS

none

=

CHARLES D. CARLE
cdLoNEL, AGD
C OMMA ND ING

AG }l.iAg:E(F:osga 1" 354 . AGPC 166-187



T02 Cravens Ave
Son Antonio MY
TE27%

Kpril 16th/Y9
Deer lirs Collingi-

Encloged plezege find small donation
and ny thanice for the Echoeg received.

I would sppreciate hesring if the
orgenization is still plamming & get-together in
Phosnix this yezr?' Hove & vegue recollection that
Arigong vas mentioned in your cérlier letter.

Travel to Celifornia several tines a
year and could possibly srrenge o trip 4o include

your meetings, etc.

Sincerely,

’Ek{;ﬁﬁﬁ-;ﬂﬁé%iggtﬁhniifﬂff
CHIEFMS USRF Rer



9 JHNuarsy 1996

Dear Dorhtky,

June and I wish to offer our condolences to you and your family
during this time of sorrow.

I look back with great pleasure on the year that Bill served as presi-
dent, finding him easy to work with, a good counselor, and I always
enjoyaédhis willingness to educate me on matters of the 306th and of
the Air Force in general.

We also think we got a bonus from the Cavaness family in you, and
have so much enjoyed talking with you at reunions. We only regret
that distance does not permit us to visit with you more often.

I kxnow everyone at the reunion who knew Bill was pleased that the two
of you found the strength and courage to come to Knoxville.

The January issue of Echoes will be printed in a few days, and & will
be sending extra copies to both you and Jane.

We hope that you and Jane may find it convenient to attend another
reunion so that we all can have another opportunity to ta%k with you
and to let you know hotwwe cherish the Cavaness family.

Méy God continue to bless you and your family,
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BILL CAVANESS, CMSgt(Ret.)
PAST PRESIDENT of the 306th,
DIES

CMSgt (Ret) William F Cavaness passed away on December 21, 1995 in
San Antonio, Texas where he had lived since his retirement from the Air Force
in 1971, following thirty years of continuous service. He was buried in the Ft.
Sam Houston National Cemetary with full military honors.

Members of the 306th will remember Bill as one of our top maintenance
chiefs throughout the war and recently serving us well as member of the Board
of Directors and as Association President in 1993/94. Those attending the
reunion in Knoxville this past September will recall that Bill, while suffering from
an acute and fatal iliness, made a courageous effort to attend the reunion for a

last visit with many of his old friends and to serve as chairman of the 306th
Nominating Committee.

Bill joined the Army Air Corps in September 1941, After receiving
training in B-17 maintenance at the Boeing aircraft factory in Seattle,
Washington , he joined the 306th for deployment to Thurleigh, England in
September 1942. It was here he met and married Dorothy . They were married
in St Cuthberts Church, Bedford, on November 25, 1943,

‘ Eolluwing WWH. Bill had many intersting assignments for the remainder
of his thirty years in the Air Force. He served as flight engineer for the

Commanding General at Hill AFB, Utah, was assigned to the Marshall ls!~nde
during the period of atomic tests, he
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L ABugEs

(1

Realizing that a little cogitation may be involved in
answering the questionnaires included, I would appre-

ciate your checking this list and returnlng it immed-
iately in the enclosed envelope.

Yes, I am the one you are searching for.

No, I am not the one, but I know him and you can
reach him at the fellowing address:

§ i
H. PEANE Muwt. ML Jan JuAd T X

757~ L2377 office 1§87

o

- fj.r’.? oAt

No, I am not the one, but I think you might be
able to trace him by contacting

CLlyDE CHEIST I AA" LB ey} f O Log [ .ﬁﬂ'.&’_-

ApAR  PKEA 74550

Sorry, I can't help you at all.

Deceased. If so, the date




1.26.1993
Russ.
Enclosed notes covering the subject we
discussed earlier.
Apologies for taking so much time but I,ve
become gquite rusty over the years. Wrote
many manuels efarlier during the active

Years.

9 -



Q L —

& O 9 : ?; &
% <3 o,.\'x J,.t
€ag e o ° Grim ﬁi“'g

Y O“
™ —o— 367th, 368th, 369th, 423rd Squadrons, and service organizations
Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England — September 1942-April 1945
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306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

Secretaryl/Historian éyrh%r s
Russell A. Strong irst Over Germany

%?123 lC{\evill glzaaczeos g?‘mmang tz-:r;\i_Staﬂ
arlotte, icers, ir
704/568-0153 23 September 1992 Force, 1942-45

Editor
306th Echoes
306th Directory

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
ELECTED IN ENGLAND

William F. Cavaness, 702 Cravens Avenue, San Antonio, was elected
vice president of the 306th Bomb Group Association:for a one-year term at the re-
cent annual meeting held in the Cumberland Hotel, London, England.

Another Texas resident, Forrest J. Stewart, The Woodlands, was
elected as president.

Cavaness, a retired chief master sergeant for the USAF, served
as a flight chief for the Group's 368th Squadron for three years, most of it
spent in England, from September 1942 to September 1945.

- The 306th Bomb Group Association was celebrating the 50th anniver-
sary of the Group's entering combat in WWII as one of the original groups in the
Eighth Force, flying out of England. The group flew the first of 341 combat missions
on 9 October 1942.

More than. 400 persons from the U. S. took part in the weeklong re-
union activities held at Bedford, at the Group's base at Thurleigh, at Madingly cem-=
etery near Cambridge, at the Duxford Imperial War Museum, and in London. At a midweek
dance held in one of the Group's WWII hangars more than 1,500 Britishers joined the

American visitors to dance to the music of the Herb Miller Orchestra. Herb Miller is

the brother of the legendary Glenn Miller.
ALWAYS FIRS T i F | RST OVER GERMANY




