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17 November 1975

Dr. William J. Casey
Route 1, Box 90-A
St. Augustine, Fla. 32084

Pear Bill:

Yhen I turn on the tape recorder and listen to
you and Al LaChasse its just like sitting back
in that Miami Beach hotel room again and reliv-
ing a bit of WWII. I certainly appreciate the
time which you and Al spent with me, and along
with a lot of other things will be of consider-~
able value to me when I start writing.

At that time you mentioned something about Jim
Bishop. Pid he write some things about you, and
if so, when might they have been published? Any
idea as to approximate dates before I begin some
serious looking?

I'd like to see any such things I can £ind, and
I 4o appreciate the bunch of material which you
gave me in Florida prepared by Fred sSantini,.

I keep working at my project, but I'm afraid it

goes slowly. I do something on it every day, whioch

I think is important. As to your tape, and some
others, someday 1I'd like to edit them and make up
a tape just on 306th activities that would be
sketchy but preserve some of the flavor of things
as they then were.

Anything else you might provide will be greatly
appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong

4900 Appleridge Ct., Dayton, 0. 45424

Home: 513/233-8735




Sl | Hio IVHUTNILY CIQTNu
A History of the U.S. 8th Army Air Force

._?LL d e £ 2 bf’
- |-1'-f'5 i ..IE_-'_-_‘E"' oy _.-". f? z L=
P Ve v d o
- - e B ¥

o i RS N | 72!
:T.. B iy -'——"f"'r'. - ﬁSAeriA S

" - O Tt To%
Tl Dt £
T |:_'|F.'b.*.h_"pﬂ'r =

s

= 1a
L s gy

e T M i ;
=T A e S e e S e
e _-r:':!-! f:,:'- . I?R.E-T,:H%ﬁk -53_‘-:.-';\.'-;'_;”

x
g
s TR T T i e oy pdsral -

S
Vo e b i i

B, ! o - o,
H o et e 1 e
T e = PN et e BT

':.,-F-._f_ifi';_-}_,l P S e e,
T el e

ny e o

T = -

RogerA. Freeman



+ iy Aeordan makes the Indian war ory that wis the micknama ol s
2,97, Badly shot up on one of 3060 BG's padly raids sho was sabvagod,
—(LEAF)

25 reached their formations ware reduced to 5 and & aircraft
-sspectively. It was on thesa that [II/J.G. 2 made their atack
s flights of three bearing down on the Forts drom dead
shaad, fiing well-aimed bursis with their cannoa, Two 9151
3.17s wmbled out of the sky and two othirs wam bacdty hit;
ane, toying 1o reach Bassingbaurm, crazhed near Legvasdaen,
Hans. killing threa of iha craw. Oeeftehurbitchin, piloted by
+ 'Lt Charles 'Red’ Clibum, was the only Fortress able to
make its basa.

It weas B bad day for the 8151 Group for none of its bombs
wore delivered on target and the aircraft shot down carried
tne commandars of the 322nd and 323rd Bomb. Sqdns,, the
Group's navigator, bombordier and gunnary alficers, The
135th's diminished forge, from the 357th Bomb. Sgdn., also
cama in for fighter attack, parpcuiarly the Forirass pitosed by
Captain Robert ©. Williams, lagging behind after baing hit by
fak Banshes, commandad by 28 William "Wild Bill" Crsey,
:nen geliberately droppod back 10 add 1% guns to those of its
ssleaguered squadion male, During the walve minutas that
“na twn bombers fought off tha attack. gunners in Casey's
areraft claimed seven enemy Dighiers William's B-17 limpad
came with o dead gunner and Casey's ircralt returned salaly.

A fourth Fortress lost on thaa said was the 303d's Lady
Cairwregthar shot down in llames near the target. btayer's
read-on testics had resulted in the Luftwoffe's most sueeagsful
~arception so far, Only the 3030 Group from Chelvaston
raturmed unscathed from this s f st bombing nmssion,

The USAAF had earfier appreceaied the deficiencies in
fargeard-firing armament and st KT8 NOSE QUAS had baen
=senvided, B-17Es left the factory with four off-centra sockels
n their nose pieces, through swheeh a flaxible mounied 300
alibra maching-gun could b firad by the bombardier, but
e field ol fire was extremely tmited whichaver sacket wias
usad. Prige to avarseas movement. enlarged windows were
instalied in staggared positons ether side of the B-17EE
aase, and through sach was toed a Hexible 50 Browning
for the novigator's wse. Although these increasad forward
Lrepoover, thare was stll a phind soul straight ahead which
~sithar nosa gung, nor those of the dorsal and ventral s,
-nuld cover. The B-17F was, it asvthing, werse, having only
“wa pess sockais lor the 300 feaetnm - Gu. it tao, hed extra
20 guns instalied in ports altér anulectute.

Tr= Liberators nose armament wis hnle bener although it
~ze4 Ef “chesk” guns, the srg's 506 orojecting through the
igwar part of the perspax nase. could o hir glevalad abovis
e horizoatz] plane résuinag inoa blind spot cead ahend. It
was possible. and came 1o be hrequently practised, for B-17s

The Piansers

and B-24s 1o manoeuvra in a slight diving wern o allow the
“eheek” guns and the uppas turrel 10 be brought to bear on
fighters making frontal attacks. Apart from being undesirable
on a bombing run, such action presented the attackss with a
slightly largar area.

A obwvious remedy was a power-operated gun tunrs in the
nose of the heavies, and this was baing developed in the s,
but it was many maonths before it could be introduwced on
production. More immadiate remedial action 1o couenter frontal
attacks was to yncover blind spots and provide more eiociive
hand-hold guna. Since the 300 gun in the E-17's nosa had
proved of litle value, various agencias in the Eighth Air Farce
sat about insalling & 80 gun in s place. The initial modi-
fications, carried out at aicfislds by group personned, was @
samewhat difficult task, for the B.17Fs parspex nose piece
wes not siressed 10 support @ .50 machine gun. Spacial
support framing hed to b manufactured and fitted cirefully
$a a5 not to impade the bombardier a1 his bombsizhi. The

four groups contrived some skillul adaptions. In many B-175
1w B0s were fitted in the nass, rigged to fiie and be sighted
togethor although on @ fows they were oparatad indepandenily.

The atrangements if somewhat unwicldy, did give oxtra
firepower where it was most wented. Forlresses ficted with
twin nose gung ware then usually flown in lzading o exposed

Oing swivel sockat in the plexi-ghass nose of this early 177 had beon
piodified fo take & 50 gun. Other spper sackiel atill holds wha rermasabile
30 gun. Spent cases have collected in batiom ol assepiece. Still saciet
bomb sight was covered befone (e pictung was saken——iUSAF]
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of anly 50 aircrew upon commancing operations in Movember |

Mevertheless, morale was generally good, although the
tansions that buil up over a period of severzl months puit these
Young men under considerable strain. To most, the uncertainly
prior to @ mission was the most wn bearable part. Gne gunner
claimed to have atended 65 brigtinga ye1 flown only 15
missions, dus 10 operations being “serubbed™.

Under such circumsrances command of 3 bornber unit was
an pxecling task. Apart from being administrator ond combat
leacdor. a graup commander, in particular, became the figure-
haad af his bese. A the time, seCurity regulations Torbade the
mention of group designations, The extensive priss oaganksa-
tien, vage: 10 tell 1he American public of the exploits of their
airmen over Germany, were abls to circumwvent the regulations
by uzing the names of Commanders. Thus the 913t was
glluded to as “the Wray Group™ the 30%rd as "Colonel
Marion's ourfit®™, and eo an, Az with all mifitary orgonisations
tha Commanding Olficer was responsible far the conduwct of
his unit. If he was considarad lacking in some qualities, or
earned the displeasure of his superiors, he was replaced;
although this by no moeans meant he was a failure. Chenges in
command were often ooooziongd by the need for baple
experienced officers in il posts, Group eommanders ofan
flew on operations, wsuaby pazking the “"toughest”™ missions,
5o far all had survived) Lt in the months ahead many groups
would less thelr commandues in combat. Two of the origingl
leadors of the four pioneas groups remained by May 1343,
Swnley Wray of the 915t and Curtias LeMay the Brillisnt
tactician of the 205th. Both weme soon 1o be relieved and
given higher command,

Publicity alsa focussed un particular aircraft, where nick-
haming aave an indivul uat whealily, se that sorme B-175 became
better known than their crsws The oSt renoiwmed in ihe 975
was Caplain Roben Meigan's Memplis Belfs, subject of a
colour kilm on the Eightls Air Force being made by a team
under Willizm Wyler {0 distinguished post-war Hollywood
producer). This aireraft- b complelnd 24 sorties by the second
May misgion, more than zay ethes in the Group and on many
occasions had led both its group and squadran, fnvasion I
capiained by Capigin Osear Ml had held the record far
operstions wntil it went down aver Bremen in April, Defs

The men who commanded he foer ploneer” groups Een 1o Group Capioin H. Dawes 85 ke repds 1he cigtions upan the sward of Briizh
DFCs. Lo Brg Gen Fronk Aamstroeng, Col Curtis Le

May, Col James Walloca, and Cal Seankey Wray,

fobel If was anothor with more then twanty missions. Oihar
Bassingbourn bombers of repute were Sad Penay, The Carelu!
Wirgin, Tha Esgle’s Wrarh, Jack the Aipper, Ow Gang, ang
Uwitcherbitchin. |n the 303rd gt Moleswonh, Caprain Iyl
Baldwin's Mel's Angels hod flown 24 missions without asce
having turned through any maffunctioning. Diher famed
Foaresses at Molesworth ware The Duchess, in which Jack
Mathis was killed, Eight Ball. Jersey Bounce, Satan's Work-
shop. Yerdhirg and Thumper, At Chalveston the B-17F weith
the mast “hash marks™ on its noze was Wiham Bam with 20
missions. Ory Martind 4th flewn by Cepiain Allen Marting and
his “Cockrail Kid=" {previous Dry Marini's had been well and
truly shot up and retired), Carters Little Livar Pills which
could only be crewed by Captain J. W. Caner and “his little
lver pills”, Swnrise Serenadar. Boom Town and Lucky Sk,
all featured in memoseble incidents, Ancther 305th Fon® that
couned trouble was Sowthern Comifon: afier har final brush
with the enemy the craw were forced 10 abandon her over
Essew. Twenty years later, gardeners Bt Graal Totham wese
still digging up her fregments. The 306th had Captain Rip
Riordan's Wahoo & with 20 missions 10 its credit: it pre-
decessor Wakoo had been inspacied by King Gaorae VI when
he visited Thurleigh in Decembar, Thizs and NMemesis, Jfoan of
Are. Geezil IV and Plecadilly Commando (there were sevaral
Fortresses of this last name] were of the lorunate 36%th
Squadron; some of its aircralt wers transferrad 10 meke up
deliciencies in the ather squadrons, where they were ldst, such
25 tho fsmous Banshee piloted by "Wild Bill” Casey. fmpasiant
Virgits, Sweetpea, Chennauirs m Autdrey wern
othor B-175 that graced the hardstandings at Thurleigh.
Micknames were no longer confinad ro naat ingeriptions anly
readable from o fow yards: by the spring of 1543 TRy
bombears had parsonal decorations thay spraad over maost of
their nose area, The preferred subjest was the femala form
and the artisiry in VIl Bember Cammand Was quite amazing.

For some of the surviving bombers of the veteran araups
greater fere lay ahead. Many of the sirmen wha had Tiown
and fougi the early missions wauld come 1o command other
units in the Eighth, New men would fill the tanks a1 the four
stabons. Yet the 81s1, 303rd, 305th and 306th would always
have & unique claim to pride of place—they were the pioneers.
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Jarnuary 28, 1975
Wednesday

- Dearest Fred:

Bill had penned you a letter and I was to retype it due to his deletions,
additions and decipherability. He may be a PhD but his handwriting is

- not the best. Alas and alack, my trusty tvpewriter needs a new ribbon

so I shall therefore pen the original — Charlotte.,

It was so good to hear from you after so long. As I recall, the last time
was in June 1964 when I spent part of a day in New York prior to my
Uncle Jack's funeral. He was the WW 1 pilot who was sometimes referred
to in the press as my father.

I apologize for the delay in sending the enclosed. It had been years and
several moves since I had seen them, scrap books had fallen apart and
many momentoes of my old life were in a state of complete confusion.
Resurrection of these old memories, not just wartime ones, promoted

fits of nostalgia and I spent more time reviewing and remembering .
than I did looking for what you wanted. In fact, I tracked down two mambers
of a couple of my crews and we are trying to locate and set up a reunion

of survivors.

Concerning pictures of Banshee I and II, I almost always insisted that
they included my flight crew and, if possible, ground crews. Most I
sent in letters to families of my crew casualties and the remainder were
given to survivors of those times who visited us in the years after the
war. I was sure that I had kept a few for myself but I have not been able
to find any except the little faded snapshot I have included and the one 1
cut from a book on the Eighth Air Force vthich shows only our backs and
was taken in front of "Little Audrey" which we flew during a period that
one of my Bashees was being repaired.

BANSHEES
1 have sorted out a few press reports that are less obnoxiously exaggerated
or misleading than others. .

As an example, one was from the Philadalphia Inquirer dated about
November 23, 1942 — Headline - "The Mighty 8th (i.e.AF) pounds the
Fortress of Europe Again" The Mighty 8th consisted of 11 aircraft
that succeeded in crossing the English coast — about half reached the
target area - four left the target. Charlie Crammers, from Red Bank,
a very good friend, plane was damagad impossibly it seemed. 'B"(e went



a4
page two -

to hélp but failed (see story on Arizona Harris) while the other two
planes went "Balls to the wall" for England.

One, piloted by the son of the then owner of the St. Louis Cardinals
(his name escapes me — Southerland?) crash landed on an English
beach and was promptly destroyed by an English mine. Lt. Col,
Harry Holt crash landed without most of his controls and rammead
through a stone wall hurling the bodies of his bombardier and navigator
at the feet of an elderly lady who was cultivating her "Victory Garden"
on the edge of the airdrome. By some miracle, I got back and landed
wheels up on an unfinished airstrip at a place that I recall as David-
stowe. Half my crew was dead and as I remember all of the rest were
wounded ~ no doctors — no nothing except construction workers. After
a more or less blank page, I found myself in an English hospital —— '
one of perhaps a dozen survivors of 110 men who made up the "Mighty
8th Air Force That Pounded the F ortress of Europe'" On that day,

it was also the end of Banshee 1. ’

Fred, why don't you try to get away for a few days this spring? We

have a nice house here on the ocean - perfect for relaxing and I would

love to talk over old days and catch up on new developments. We are

only one half hour from the Daytona Beach airport and very convenient to a
number of interesting attractions. I'll close now. I've fooled with this
letter for the last three evenings but get carried away with memories,

etc. and never finish. (This was once seven pages going back to

Bonnies). So I will mail this and hope we can get together soon.

Our bast regards to Marti, Leo and families — and the best of everything 3
to you.

(signed) (3ill Casey



. March 25, 1975

Mr. Gkorg)/goy Hill

25?;’?\7.8 Street

NewYork) NY 10021

Dear Mr, HIill:

I feund the article in the Sunday Times very interesting. I sent copies

to my friend, Bill Casey in Florida whose career somewhat parallels
yOur‘S. !

Bill's uncle Jack taught him flying in a "Jenny" at Red Bank, New Jersey.
From then on Bill flew in the Pacific and was with one of the first to fly

in a B17 Group in Great Britain,

I think that you will find the attached information on Bill very interesting.

‘I believe that he was the first out with the 308 Bomb Group,. He was later

with an cutfit called the "Clay Pigeons".

Bill is still flying. He has a PhD and his profession is teaching. He is
presently out of a job, Perhaps you can use Bill's story or include Bill
in your "Flying Circus".

I look forward to seeing "The Great Waldo Pepper",

Bill Casey resides at Route 1 — Box 90A, St. Augustina » Florida 32084,
I look forward to following your career in the future.

Sincerely

Gedfrey F. Santint
President
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URIVERSAL CITY STUDIOS, INC. au mea me. company

April 8, 1975

Mr. Godfrey F. Santini
The Seven Santini Brothers
1405 Jerome Avenue

New York, N. Y. 10452

Dear Mr.. Santini:
Thank you for your letter.

I will not be able to use the story about Bill
Casey although I found it fascinating reading, and
I appreciate your sending it to me. I don't think
I will be doing another picture for some time with
flying as a background.

I have seen your name on the side of trucks in
New York for many years and was happy to have heard
from one of the famous seven. ‘
Sincerely yours,

e J.
GeéZjZi%?ﬁrH{E{Z}ZP

GRH/cdm

g 100 UNIVERSAL CITY PLAZA « UNIVERSAL CITY, CALIFORNIA 91808 - 285-4321

"By “en




Aorit 11, 1975

Mpr. Gezorgs Roy Hill
Universal Cizy Studios, Inc.
100 Universal City Plaza
Universal City, Cal., 91508

Czar George:

TFam most grateful to you for your reply to my latter, ‘Since I first
wrote you, | wrota a follow up but nevar put it in the mail.” A copy
is attached, :

I can well aporeaciate tha fact that a movis cannot be dons about Uncls
Jack and Uill Casey. I am sure that ths sequel weould be almost .

identical to "Waldo Pepper". .-

Always enjoyed flying but never could geat the feel of the stick. Flew

in everything from a Stinson "R" to an F-101 vocdoo. Only regret

is that I navar had a ride in a Ford "Tri",

The name "“aven Santint Bros." was quite confusing to my army
friands in Wortd War II.  Thay could naver figure cut whether I came
from a flylng circus or a trapaze act. °

Another renly i not hecessary. You gave me tha drive to document soma=
of my fond rnerniyrias, :

Of course [ hava teen dropping your name all ovar town at what could pe
some of your fuvorite libraries such as "21", with guys like Tony Story
who chauffered General MacArthur, and all the guys that flew the Thunder—
dirds, Mustan;s, Wildeats, Corsairs, etc. '

Kesp up the good work Pilot.

Sincerely

Godirey . Santini
Presidens
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April 4, 1975

M. Goorge Roy Hill
259 Eazt 78 Strast
MNew Yari, NY 10021

Dear Georgs:

Following up on yesterday's latter, 1 failed to mention that Casey had
splashed down over Midway soma place. One of the crew had jettisored the
gas tanke instead of the bambs, Consaquently they ran out of fuel;
Fortunal:ly thay made contact with an Armerican submaring and the sub
pickad lhem up — lived on nathing but“food and watar for seven days.

IF you road tha elippings carcfully, you will find that Bill flew that

BT < v Banshee like a fighter. He would always turn around to help &

buddy in trouble. There is some reference to this in the books "Tha
Mighty Eighth" and the "B {77,

It all started back in the late thirties when we all met at St. B onaventupra
Collegs in Allegheny, Mew York, The tribe becarne known as the
"Bonaventurs Madman®., Wea spacialized in callege pranks. Thara wers
el 1

Casey wil. then known as "PunchyBill"; there was also "Wild Bill Kennady"
who claind 1o have some dealings with Pancho Villa down on the border,
Black Mite | luria (Cuban), Mad Joz Simini, Sesxy Jim Shaeffer, Smoothie
Bob Hareio b, Dlind Mapty Santini and Jitters Fred Santini {me).

The first biy disaster was when we planned to steal the bell off tha top

of St, Ehzaloiin's Acadermy across the road frorm the collaga. This was
very wall plaonad except that the bell looked like a Chpistimas trage ornament
from the ground and waighed a ton whan the boys got up on the roof. The
rans wera nal particularly elated about this happenstance., Thay had just

boon theo™ 1ha Opzson Wellas E:agél "Invasion from Maprs", Kennaedy and
Pweare sliavvloog guard downstairs and when the state troopers shewed Lo W
tools off 11k Ly old bipds., Wa had to run through the cemetery to get out
fast.

— eantinusd =

NEATTAN * el o« LANCHMOAT » BRONY * BASPETM » CHICAGO'® JmAmM B, PALM BEACH » FT, LAUDERDALE
CVTRALAS DFHICES I: SOUTH AMERICA -+ EURDPE = MUDDLE EAST AND FAR EAST



' page two - , ]
‘George Roy Hill /4

?

Casey was on tha roof and looked over the gutter to find himself staring
a state trooper in the face. His only comment was "I guess the jig is
up'.

Kennedy and I found the modzl "A" roadster and disappeared.
The Mother Superior of the academy got Father Tom Plassman, the
President of the College, on the phone and really gave him "what for".
I think that she would have liked to have had a stevedor at har sida to
tell him what she really thougnt of his "Bonaventure Boys" as he kindly
referred to us,

In the meantime, I believe the good Franciscan was counting his blessings
that he had taken the vow of celibacy and didn't get mixed up with tha
likes of the Mother Superior. '

At any rate, the good friar had to follow through to satisfy the Mother.
He sentenced the "Madmen" to a month on campus.

They indulged in their penance having beer parties down along the
Allegany River, built a raft for "Taxi" Bill Korwin to sail down to New
Orleans. Unfortunately "Taxi? got shipwrecked about a mile down tha
river so the cxpedition failed.

Then they pul thair minds to more industrious use. They scrounged somea
planks from Brother Ferdinand's greanhouse. He was the college.gar'denar
and legend says that he was gardener for the "'Kaiser" at one times. Witn
these they dammed up a place called Friars Pond in back of the college.
The water hacked up and froze up all of the petroleum storage tanks of the
Socony Vacuam Oil Company.

With that FFathar Tom got a call from a V,P. of Socony. In resp=zctful
terms the V.I'. told the reverend where to get off with his "Bonaventure
Boys".

1 forgot to mi:ntion that Father Tom had sentenced tha boys to write ons
chapter of the idible every day while on campus. Father Tom was known
to be one of th~ seven great scholars of the world. Besides that he lovad
the mischic!, tha pranks and I am sure that he was envious that ne was not
the football ¢och or the cheer leader.

- continuad.
- P7 - e g . .
e .:.;.34.-‘-2'%3 sSanking

[ ERUTHER:

‘Afi internations! movers
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: page three -
* Georga Roy Hill

Thare is ruch more to it than that, George. The college setting is
somewhat like the Franciscan Missions along the Camino Peale, The
small chapel, the Gregorian Chants, the all nignt vigils that we spent
praying for our guys that were dying from car accidents » football, etc.

The present college president's name is too Irish for me to recall,
Howaver, I think that he is a dead ringer fopr Spencer Bonaventure Tracy
(Spencer B.) :

Hope that you can fly into Bonnies one day. I really don't know where you
can land but I presume that you have the maps.

Sincereoly

Godfrey . Santini
Presidont

P.S. I bolicva that Casey has had prolonged discussions with Jim Bishop
about the past. Casey is about ready to stapt writing again.

Perhaps thare could be a sequel to Waldo Pepar with Waldo playing the
part of "Unzle Jack” at the Red Bank flying field and Casey as the young
student. I do racall some old clippings where Casey became known as
"The Red Hank Bomber! and the crew were called the Yone a minute men"
because they flew the 17 like a fighter and knocked off the Seven Focke
Wulfes in 12 minutes.

?

25 ."-4;;@ sansini
/5§ BRUTHERS
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No. 1 Hervo, As He S
County Pilots;

‘,g; And he has flown in many
m, 4 alien skigs since he took up
1 flying under the tutelage of

(Editor’s note: The Standard re-
ceatly reported that William J, Casey,
Red Bank flying lirutenant, had
downed two Nazi planes while es-
corting an Amerlean. bomber which
was in distresy hwk to the zafety of
an English baie, More of the Red |
Bank youth's sxploits hive Just been
revealed; togethers thes conprise one
&l the ot cemaikabile matitary rece
ords achieved by any Amwesican since
the inception of the war.)

2 hlS uncle, Jack Casey, at-the
3 ?:‘;: 5 Red Bank airport. }

5 "é‘rua He was pilot of a J*-33 in the bat-
llc of Midway ag.unsl the Japs, early

He was pilot of a big bomber
' which poundcd Narsi he I..l U-boat
ibases in St Nusaire, France,
!throughout November.
'Fortress which shot Jown ‘seven
*Nazi fighters in 12 misutes, during
53 the middle of last manth,
i ‘Downs 2 Planey
And a few days later he  shot
down two more planes while form-
ing an umbrella over a crippled
ﬁ American’ bomber with his own
%?P-f-;ﬁj “Flying Fort”,- warding off all at-
*"‘:’5"’ tacks, and escorting the plins backy
"‘&ﬁ to safety.
{- As purely ‘minor feats in=ntivned
only in passing, ||cu::n,mt (.n.cy

(! Sunday, Dec.”6 — ths d\/ tore
ithe anniversary of Yeurl Hichor—
Xajon N. B, C's Army {lour,
J2Jsarly this week, Lowell Thomas de-
Avoted the major portion  of his
Abroadcast to Bill Casey's expluits.
Neon Signs Ablaze
g Abcut his part in the vartle of
4 Midway, the Red Baak av.ctor de.
3scribed to relatives here how the
4 sunfire from a Jap bhattloship was
 like “the neop signs with <ind el-
i fects.”
He reported how, In tha  en-
Acounter, his P-38 was hit acd one

Y e

“We barely skipz\‘:d over
Hche waves,” he added..

Yhan Liewtenant Catov oarrived
Yia England, he wrote, that awral-
yating from a P-33 to the four-me.
Jrored bomber with which he nade
F‘."ncn raids was “lite driveng

Saved

Army Lieutenant William J.
a long way since the days he spent in the classrooms and on
“ne playing fields of the Red Bank Catholic H

He pifoted the Awmerican Flying' 1}

i

Andi-

in@fs ‘Fort’ That ﬁ@wned ?7

u_lé [29@/

S’z"ewahury Armv Officer, Fast Becommg Ollr;‘by Casey’s tail gunaer, Sgt. Parley

urpasses Feats of Other
‘For’ Over Channel

Casey, 22 years old, has gone

gn School

Jwith Caszy outmaneuveting

the first ucu'm was ptck d off 7%

D. Sunall, Faicfield, 1a., & farmer in !
civilian llfe. :
At almost the same time, the sece j
ond Focke-Wulf attacked, Staff Sgt. _.W:,ss«{’
Reginald G. Harcris, Hou;ton, Tex., 743
fired a single bucst and the enemy

plans fell,

Six more Focke-Walis attnckad
together. One was shot down on
the starboard side by ball turret i
zunner Sgt. Joe Bowles, Roanoke,

Va, and it went trailing off- ia
flames. And 3o the battle want,
the

LT. BILL -CASEY

>

them,
. Fortress Umbrella ¥
A few days later, turned | back's
after completmg his bombmg Tun: {2
when he saw another fortress in
distress and escorted the other’:
8-17,. piloted- by Capt. Robert- c.i
Wllhams, Flint, Mich.,, ‘through al
swarm of enemy f:ghters. .'

flymg fortrcas, and flew above lt, i
while the Nazis attacked. In the }
procass, hs accouated - -two
more Focke-Wull's. .

Background .

for
’

“a truck at ficst.

Assigned - with the Eighth Air
Force headquarters in London,
Casey went out on a number of §
raids over St. Nazaire and other
strongly fortified . Nazi points in
France. Whether he ever succeed-
ed in pileting the planc to & point
where a sub could be sunk is still
unréported, but it is knowa that his
fortress has dumped its load on a
number of targets. °
Seven in 12 Minutes

On one foray a squadron of giant!
American ships, under the com-
mand of Major Harry Holt of Mary- ¥
land, took off to attack the German
submarine base.

The Fortresses were attacked by
a strong formation of Focke-Wulf[;
290's"as they approached their tar-
get. Nevertheless, Lieutenaut
Cascy’s plang reacked the targety
and dropped its bombs. As his
Fortress turned homeward,
Focke-Wull’s, which previously had
sniped at it from long range, dived
in, somctimes attacking from as
close as 50 feet.

The fignt lasted for at least an
tour before the last ensmy planc
fled.» Licutenant Casey's
bageed the seven enemy aireralt in
{2 minutes.

i

thed:

plane

The hero’s pareats, Mr, and Mrs.
\Vllllam Ca;ey both died in his
youth For years he was ra-sed by ¢ L
tis grandparents; Mr. and M:S. "-"**'-':’s
Jamses Casey, of Shrewsbury. Whan 't
they died, he was raised by hi
Aunt, Mr;. William Foster and he
husband in Rumson. He has an-%
écher uncle, Harry Bowman, v»bo
(nes in Red Baak, A

After his gcaduation from t'u.i
Red Bank Cathaliz High Svhoo!, he F
attended St. Bona"-nmrc Collewe,'
WHOlean, N. Y.

The training that he recuved et
the Red Bank airport at the dlri“.-’
:tion of his uncle Jack was not Bill’ :.,
Lfiest experience in the air.  Sili!
another uncle, Jame; H. Casey, 1‘
policeman in San Fr.mcnsco. Cal.,f"-“
iwith whom Bill also lived for a:f
while, took the hero flying in h
youth..

“Flying's )ust naturally -in . tha'
bnys blood,” Officer Casey stated

recently. “As an old time aviator g,
I used to take Bill up ie old ‘Jen->=
ny’-—a training plane of tha l.z;t"a

war. Bill grew up arouad aviators b
and air-fields.”

Iy

1




Casey ‘S’fed ]err_y Lead ,j}’- |
Is All Right Now, He Wriies'y

o)

&
ticles of food, such as spaghetti,
macaroni and chocolate.

The holder of the Distinguished
Flying Cross and the Oak Leaf Clus-
ter for ralds over Germany and
Nazi-held countries, in one engage-
ment he shot down seven planes in
12 minutes. At the time, he was
maneuvering a bomber against the
German U-boat base at St. Nazaire,

He also flew planes thru Jap gun-
fire during the battle of Midway.
On April 17, he was shot down on
German territory.

Captain' Casey, a graduate of the
Catholic high school, Red Bank, has
asked his aunt to invest all his pay
allotment except $100, in war bonds,

Mrs. Porter said that when her
nephew was reported missing she
felt certain he was safe. Within a
few weeks she heard from him.

Captain Casey wrote two letters in
the event one got lost. )

(Staft Correspondent)

RUMSON—Mrs. William Porter,

3 this boro, has received two letters
S from Capt. William J. Casey,
3 Shrewsbury, the first word that has
£33 been received since he was reported
4 a prisoner of the Germans in May.
4 Refecting his sense of humor, Tor
d which he is known by all his friends,
Captain Casey, a Flying Fortress
pilot, said in his letter that “I
stopped a little ‘Jerry* lead. but you
3 can't kill the Icish. ... I didn't ex-
pect to be writing you from here,
but I ran out of luck a few days
3 ago, and I'm now In a German pris-
{ on camp.”

Stating that “I'm now as good as
new,” he said that he was slightly
wounded when shot down over Ger-
many. : .
‘X?t{lnr?:lln Casey told his aunt that

M 1, U5 nothing to do but cook his
tund:vnd read and requested ar-

Mendoza, Private Joaquin, ‘P. 2
Mrs. Amila Mendoza, mother,
14th.st, Merced.

Noddin, Private Carl 0. —

JARMY AIR MEDALS

WASHINGTON, Aprit 17—Fifty-
ne California flyers, members of the
“. 8. Armny Eighth Air-Force in
Zngland, have been decorated for
g::oritoricus service, the War Depart-
nent announced today.

‘The Air Medal was awarded to 46
o ineritorious achievement in aerial
wtion, and the Oak Leaf Cluster was

divarded to [live, signifying a sec-
wnd recozuition of their service.-

These combat crewmen received
‘hinle decorations for heroism in
sarcying out successful round-the-
clnek bombing -and -croort- micsions
wer Geunan-nccupisd Europe.

Northern Californicns decorated
MNeop N
vk Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal

} Lanford, Major William X, Wood-
: (RO .

Casey, . First Lieat. Will J,, 85
Cioend Vieweav, San Francisco.

Mutray, Staff. Sgt. Gilbert A., 609
3):h-st, Oakland.

Air Medal
Captain Joseph 1V,

Carter,

atier, .

11,8, First Lieut. Joseph E., 1190
Mopedith-ay, San Jose.

Vivian G. Noddin, father, Rout.
Box 14, Orland.
Interned at Santo Tomas, Manils:
Kehoe, Second Lieut, Army Nu}q
Doris  Angela — Major Bernz.
Kehoe, brother, Headquarters €
tion Complement, CASC Unit 1%
Presidio of Monterey, 3

WASHINGTON, April 17.—'}..‘;:.
Navy today announced 14 naw c:
ualties in the Navy, Coast Guard &7
Marine Corps, bringing to 24,797 ¢
total casualties announced by t
Navy, The list includes three debss
and 11 missing, with the followid:
trom Northern California:

Chessman, George Luyties, cnsig'i
missing. Mother, Mrs, Clair Ches
man, 1120 Union-st, 8an Fraudses

Murphy, * Juseph Budd, ensigr
missing.  Mother Mrs. Irene Ci-

Murphy, 1335 Thousard Oaks-blvd s>

Albany.

Rentz, George Snavely, com--
mander, dead. (Previously reported
missing).  Wife, Mrs. George S.
Rentz, 1165 Laurel-st, Berkeley,

Day, Shipfitter 1C Milton Fuzene,
wounded. Wife, Mrs. Milton E. Day.
2338 E, l4th-st, Oakland.

3 tush, First Lieut, Edwin R, 430
13+ de-st, San Francisco.

Houston, Second Licut. Rowlana}

q 13, Hox 33, San Andreas.
fyaerett, Second Lieut. Wilmer J.,
ta Evhoeay, Fresno,.

Happee, Second Lieut, Richard R,V

3134 Avthur-av, Fresno.

e g o
o

Castellottl, Stafe Sgt. Julio G., 11511

Seuth Seventh-st, San Jose.
Aiten, Staff Sgt. Williama,

~n-av, San Francisco.
Click, staft Szt Roderick C.,
riniain, )
- lecuyer, Stafl Sgh 'Orval E, 530
$: 3 h-st, Okland. #

Blinkenship, S oAl

312 San Panlo-als’, Emeryile,
{ Vrace, Staft Sy % Georger., 2045

249

- r

. Jack, Fresnn,

£3
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o/ - . ot . 7 U LI Last fall, Lieutenant Casey cov-3~
E ot i. C i- : A ii- Y k ered himself with glory on bombing !
. ng Zne 0 0.71 Nlue 4 ac missions out of England. Ounce, his |
1o . LS e el A U -0 » - @f Fortress crew’ brought down seven i he
3 Lt William J. (*Wild BilI") Caséy, turned back, the Red Bank. piloty of 12 Focke-Wull planes that staged -4
i Red Bank flier who has been mak- could remember only that there was} a 12-minute attack on the Fort as it ;
§ ing air history as pilot of a2 Flying a job to do and that the tacget was returned from a raid over St. Na-
Fortress based in England, has add- near, He continued at the slowed zaive.
N ed another -glorfous chapter to his pace and made the run over the’ Afterward, the Casey crew saved
1 record. target while the bombardier did his A a stricken Fort whbich was limping
i4 One of those stubborn Irishmea work. back over the English channel. See-
1 who take things one at a time, Lizu-  On the way back to her England ; 1ng German fighters dive on tae
d tenant Casey doesn’t let a little base, “Little Audrey” was protected | crippled ship. Casey brought his
14 thing like a “conked” motor deter by members of the last formation plane down over her. He kept his
:4 him on a raiding mission over and by a group of Spitfires, : plane ‘as_an umbrella over the dis-
 Brest on occupied France. The next night, Lieutenant Casey | abled ship and his crew shot down
" The story was revealed yesterday visited the field where the protact- two German planes as the Fort suc-
of “Wild Bill's” latest exploit. The ing planes were based and person- | cessfully escorted ine. sister sbip
1 No. 4.engine of "Little Audrey” his ally thanked: their crews for the back to her base.
1 Fort in the Brest raid, started spout- escort service they gave. . Lieutenant, Casey is 22 years old.
2l ing oil 4s the ship went out with  Lieutenant Casey learned to fly § He was graduated from St. Bona-
41 the lead formation. Refusing to at Red Bank airport, where his un- venture college, Olean, XN. Y., with
R3L7 A feather ythe propeller and tip off cle, Jack Casey, former owner and § 2 B.S. degree in cbemisiry in 1941,
“2%H the German fighters that he was in ‘manager of the field, was instructor, | While there he took four years of
iZasd frevble, Casey_..aushed his plane *“Wild Bill”. made his home with- his jj reserve officer training and was
;;a,lot;z on three motors. - - uncle. and-aunt and was graduated’ commissioned a second lieuterant
> % Where some planes would have - {See CASEY Page 2} '=% in the field artillery reserve. :
3 - - He was assigned as a studeant in
the air corps July 12, 1941, and com-
3 pleted his primary school training i .
4 at Grider feld, Ark., and his basic
course at Georgia Aero Techzical .
school, Augusta, Ga. He was then as- |-~
signed to Barksdale field, Louisiana, ! -.
for his advance course and was [~
awarded his wings Feb. 6, 1942 $ -
He tasted battle early in the war {
when he-piloted a P-38 against the -°
Japs in the Battle of Midway. .—\f-‘, %
ter that battle, he was.transferred }-%
{ to the Fortresses and the eighth aic:
force in England. -
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2 Bank Flyer Saves~;
{Continued from faze One}

’ Cyipp!gd Aﬁ’my 89’571@@?' &--ld War flier, taugh; seorss

et H*r ung wingmen to fiy while -
Pilot Willinm Cusey, Craduate of Red Bank Cath- "'l;if;‘:gf‘n’i:i:: 3';; e‘;?: %?»i :ED;;__ {
- olic, Fights Off iVive Germuans to Help B!ld{b" ise became a reality over the Eag-
‘ - R lish Chaanel. .
S The big bomber, returning from|Red Bank Catholic High “Sehaort]  Bill lives with his urcls and sunt; -
A2 raid on U-boat bases or  the-student shushed off five - Focke-iy o8 Sycamore avenue. After gradu-!.-
Erénch coast, was crippled. {Wulf 190's which buzzed around [§ating from Catholic High here, the:
Aa American flier, Pilot Wiiliam:liké flies whilz his guaners shot (] Youth leacned to ily, then enilstea:
Casey, of Red Bank—Irish to thefone down and watched anothier drop if 12 the Army Air Corps zdout (woy
2 very shamrock giarked on his plane, in smoke. . {{years ago. _Ht‘. fias been ja England i~
d irish to the coredof him, Irish, but Screened Plane . . :¥oc some '_tme. . :
24 not neutral — on another bomber,| Then Bill cased his plane down r_’!l‘he story of lis recent sccomp-
=1 noticed that the first crzw was inluntil it flattensd over the damaged b tac;ment was rc\galcd-.‘ }'es:-::iay,
Vel danger, . ship in a protective screen and bath :v as .”;;rf"’“"' Bill will 3’“‘*3'-‘_’!"
iy One engine was gone, the top)planes dived. The low altitude step- } !?na ? ;‘."2"1'.~ et . ;
Faykosdoun turret was ode of rerion, and | ped atiacks from helow and theg ériorref‘;'mb ";;_eli\Pw:e_ﬂf t:; :E!?-g.j‘
paSred German planes pressed the attack | protecting bomber saved the cris-q 045 (t’l xcehrs, IE, coniesses We i
white the crippled ship began to|pled ship from attack overhesd.~ ] sotin u;s ‘ff_’f'°‘,‘"“"~“}“‘~=‘e%e-\’- -
tose altindde. “Witl 1al” Casey] Byl learnad to fly at the Re ;:.rclnaes 12 gver want wiea tansel:
sweag his own plare down and|Bank girpart where his uncle, 1 ace 4 poy ter planes buzzed around s. We

P P . - ot ¢ . - aussas »,
scendd the injured plane as it} Cisey, was manager. The undle. 8 & T:::me OK, b:ﬁ we sure swearsd. L
ng Teuarn 2o base, ST o commander of the erippind &t

As ':m,'».i:xci;l:nul fes2, the iormfr:f _g!'-.‘l_ne, Qap:. Robert  Williams | of

, k Flint, Mich,, stated that ha and his &

crewhowed their lives to the Red =

!Banl Nier’s dead, T
T
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iL;a?z.. D11l Lasey
1".' . L3
. ¥ffites To Sister

'Mrs.—Adam Lebedz of New Brunse
¥ wick has received a }etter cated Ma"‘ ‘f;a
10 from her brother, Capt, Wilkiar!
J. Casey o Shrewsbury, Fortress pleiy
lot who i3 a German prisoner. 6%
ters have also been racaived t:'o:::’.s.“
\ the flyer by his auzts, Miss Marvyx
'Qa.sey of Shrewsbury 2ad Mrs. Wh-ius
i lmlm Il:;:rter of Rumsor, R

n his letter to kis sisier he said
'Well, they got me, but I'm a!i-.:
Yeven if I have 2 MNtule Jerry lead nl
jme, and thet's someatking. I can ox: H
iwnte a card or two, s0 give Tedd
imy love and tell her 1o write, :
hello to everyone fcr me and w
roften and keep me posted 2s I ha
nothing to co but read letters””

Tne name of his prison camp is
Kriegslranginentorss,

i7i

" d

o
t -

Mej. Arthur

. Standing next to N
captain.

Hiss Casey i
iven Awards ‘
for Nephew
Red Bank Man’s
Bravery Cited In

Ceremonies At
St. James Rectory

RED BANK, Dec. 8.—The sec-

mi x:!nnl\'ez;sary of Pearl Harbor l
s2rved as =

he day here for thelfquch tragedies incraase tzings{were added to the ori
which nave heen beyond our Zvasp|for 15 additional missions.

l)":.servance of a brief and impres-
ive ceremony when a native sor
i Red Bank, now » German pris-

mer of war, received the honors 4

lue him “in absentia.,” Tke cere-
nony last night marked the pres-

‘ntation of Capt, Bill Casey’s Afr ¥
fedal with three Oak Leaf clus- b
278 and his Distinguished Flyinz!

%

-re33 to his aunt and nearest o b
iz, Miss Mary.Casey of Shrewsy.

. .

Lonergan (rizht) is s i - Di i , 3
1(‘-}!:;131 awith three Oaklent clusters on )l\{;:‘n)}:l:;;lng T ood Fiying Cross and an Al
ey, Rad Bank man who i+ now a prisoner of war o€ the. Gevmagns, ¥

t

fovh wete
the stage of the Red Bank-L=:
ollc Hizh School, the very stag
on which Bill Casey was gradu-
ted in 1937. Major Arthur Lon-
ergan of the Army Air Corzs,
stationed ot Newark Airport,
made the presentation and on the
rtage with Miss Casey, with whom
the hero made his home, was his
sister, Mra, Adam LeBadz of New
Brunswick, the former Miss Dor-‘
athy Casey. "L
Jn kis presentation speech, aj-
. >lonergan warned that the “in-
vaatdp of Italy as a reality and
~it;:~other Invasions to come, the
Jrim ‘vavedies incidental to “var
fContin:ed on Page Three, Col. 4)

any

will bring that war closer to =
more homes in the future,

in the past will become Szeply
A personal” .

Rerdinding the large audience,
3 comnos:
the school, that
wsey {3 synonomous in an
a~1 Dank with aviation”

Captain Casey's awards.

-3
o

plane on_a combat mi

rope on Nov, 23, 1942, T
ep flij]
4bmnters, was repeatedly
3y $5 to 40 enemy planes
teerla, Capta

Caw-é:‘g‘;?‘-u!—,RedHBal}k.faunt of Capt, William
~ ead- Pirss widam "

“t

. As| Threp three Oale Leaf

~d wmostly of studezts at!
“the name of
d near
the
inajor then read the officia! cita-
tions quoted on the ordsrs ol

The Air Medal award was “For
extraordinary achievement while
servinz as a pilat on & B-17 air-
b ssion over

Yonemy-occupled Continental Eu-
e tomb-
1k, consisting of tares B-17
attacked
at 14,000
in Cazov's

r

1Le Bedz, sister ‘Of-i’ihe

olane, flying in right ;,vlng posi-
tion, was severely damaged and
several crew members were seri-
ously wounded. Realizinfi that i
position in formation were lost their -
airplage and its crew faced 2l-
most cartain déstruction, Captain i
Casey, displaying great courage,
vegourcefulness and flylng skill, ¢
xeDt his airplane in precise forma-| .
oz under most difficult circum- |

sances throughout the remainder
¢ the mission. His action un-
oubtedly saved his own crew and!
hiGed materially in defense of the::
other planes in the flight, The |}
couraze, coolness and skill dis-

played upon this occasion reflect!:
highest credit upon this officer
and the Armed Forces of the
United States.”

Fo U Tt D ey

" clusters
ginal medal

Captain Cesey was awarded the
Distinguishad Flylng Cross for
sxtraordinary achievement while;
cerving as pilot of a B-17 on ajr
bombing mission over Germany, H
Feb., 27, 1943, Before reachin°'|;
the target, two of the engines
ceased to function, forcing Cap-'
tain Casey, then a lieutenant, to
grop out of the formation. Tha. . -
officizl citation states, “Display-!: ~
ing great courage and skillful air-3, ¢
manship, Lieutenant Casey con-! -
tinued on to bomb the target and:

successfully completed the mission, -t
by returning his damaged plane to i
its base. The courage, coolness.
band skill displayed by Liecuterant :
Casey on this occaslon . reflect { .

S hizhest credit upon himself » A
*Jtae Armed Forces of the Uriied :
3 States.” : bt

———
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'w;/abury Ariny Ofﬂrcr,

Snvr;d ‘Fort>.
:Army Lleutenant Wilham 7. Casey, 22 'years‘old has gone

a-: lohg.way- since the days‘he ‘spent in the classrooms and on

the.playmg fields-ofs the . P_,.'? Bank: p “_;ath"i;gh..Scbmll
\-xzd"ﬁe--}ﬁs‘f"* %0 manv;r_ - =%
ahen; skies- since- he -took “up

dymg under the- tutelage of

‘Over Channe‘

:

S

0sditor‘s note: The - St:mdard res

- cently reported that William J. Casey,
Red . Bank ~flying lieutenant, :had °
“'downed two Nazi- planes -while -es-.
“.-corling om American .bomber which*
-- was: in .distress back o the salety of «
* an English base,. More of the Ited
7-Bank: youth's exploits have just been

Y

'

T

sevealed; together th N S 3
ofv the mont: reen:;rkatmex:m’t’:-’ye vece | ' while the Nazis attacked. In th» 4 fit h d
ords achieved- by any American slace -| 7 rocess. - h f‘ teen thousand . . .
, . the ineeptlm of the war.} = »~-. .77 ¥ pmore F;N:k: v;x:lcguntgd for two g «go, item by itare, Bill went
T P . y ’ _H.over the whole Fortress. By the
hxs uncle.x.Jack Casey. at the f. ?Th. - Background {time they—sighted . the Eaglish
- € hero's parents, Mr. and Mrs. B coagt, ~the conscious. :members of

,Red Bunlc airport.:
{ He'was:pildt of a.Ps 385 in-the b.:t-

-y

Fast - Becommw 61,1]‘:0
1 Her 0, AS Hé: Surpaaaes Feats of Othe .

Nazns and hls bo, s outb :
hem y lastmg

aftér ‘completing his bombmg Tum
when he saw’ another fortress in
distress -and escorted e
8-17, piloted by Capt. Robert C.
\V;Ihams, Flint, Mich., through

ure, wheeled his big’ ship “around } h a new rear gun.
like-a-fighter; climbed-over the -low-} ‘new one, Wit e g
flying’ fortress, ‘and flew above it,

s

gazher.

: - Fortresy Umbrella : “Bill had'u re..hze: tha izony:
A few days later,” turned - -back of having just haipel to destroytle
a good many million dcilars worth '
of enemy installasions. He merely
tiought it out logicaliv, -
"bomet‘u..g had gona W rong " with
the radio. Maybe the -whole thin
fhad to be replaced ... 8 couple x
of thousand dollars if ic did.
“The tail -assemBly was goned
Maybe ten thousands for a

the - other

2
swarm of enemy fighters.

Smoke and-flames were spurting
rom Williams® fortress. as Casey,

abandoning ordinary flight proced-

‘
. & 0

as jammed. He

The landing gear W
Another

i coutdn’t let it down . .

lllxam Case), bo:h dxed in, h‘sy:the crew were worsying about’ how j-

S tle of-Midway agamst the Japs, ;1rly
' this yeer, _w-’:: JAusignt e R
}  He '‘was; pnlor QF— -big o

which - pounded "NaztHeld - U’bo\t

bases- m St.« Nazau‘e X m::,).i_

»r

i ,‘..--_.

Assu:m.d miﬁ‘t e \
E-umo--.h..adqmﬁers’ in“"l.ondon
fseyt weRlToRTon” paabeFor
ruids .over St.. Nazalre and other
strongly foctified -Nazi points in
France. . Whether he ever succeed-
¢4 in piloting the plane to a point
whese a sub could be sunk is still

I - And a-few days later he' shn'
down ‘two more plnnes whlle form.S
ing - an - umbcella. ‘over. a: cnpple\i
American- bomber - with - -his * oW
“Fly.mg,-Forf',-—wardmg off 'alt at.g
acks, : :and escorting lhe plane b:u.k
"io saféty. .

“As purcly minor: feats. menhoned
?only in passing, Lieutenant Casey
{5poke over the transatlantic radiv
Sanday, Dec 6 — ‘the day. beforel
fithe anniversary of Pearl Harbor-—
"on N. B,.C’s Army Hour. And

tearly this week, Lowell Thomas de-
Lvajed- the..major_portion.~of < “his
;bmadcast to Bill Casey’s exploits.
e Neon Signs Ablaze™

fisiXbout his part in the battle of
‘:Mld\xn :,»the Red Bank aviator de-
Kseribed to relatives here how the,
A aunfire "{rom a Jup battleshlp was
“%like “she neon signs with Sueid wte

number of t1rgets.~
Seven in 12 Minutes

> On one foray a squadron of giant

American ships,- under the com-

mand of Major Hacry Holt of Mary-

tand, took off to attack the German!

submarine base. -

+

L

a strong formation of Focke-Wuli
2N)'s as they. npproached thzir tars
gat,
Casey's plane reached the
Kmd dropped * its bombs. As hig
tortress - turmed homeward, thy
fracke.Wulf's, which previously hac

3 He | teoorted how, in -that en-
Hcounter his -P-3% was hit and one);

Jof the motors was knocked out of!! iin, sometimes auacsmg from
Rthe plane. **We barely skipped mcr! sz as S50 feet.”

4ine: waves,” he added. y The
& Witzn Lieuteaaat Casey arrived:
Fn England, he wrote, that grad-
Huazing from a £-33 to the four-mo-§
Jtored bomber with which he made}
E French r'uds was “like drwmg

ilfted. Licutenant Casey's

{2 minutes.

Actvilian life..s -

_' and Fucke-Wulf attacked, Stafl Sgt
SReginald G.” Harris, Houston, Tex.

unreported, but it is known that his
foctress has dumped its load on a.
l

‘fhe Fortresses were attacked b)'!

Nevertheless, Licutenan a
targe}

ilsaiped at it from long raage, dwed.
ass

Signt laste.d for at least am;

iihour before the last eanemy plane]
p!:me

hagged the seven enemy aircralt in

The first vactnm -was picked of!ﬁ
by Casey’s tail guaner, Sgt. P'\rley
wmql). Saiull, Fairfield, la., a farmer in

At almost the sane txme, the sec-

3iiced a smglc burst and lhe cnemy; ‘

t through the Brmsh
Vithout radio they !
e ldenllfymg‘,.\
n the
-and

3 T -'V‘-“‘?‘ they would ge
'h¢ was raised b {ianti-aircrait.
grandparents, .Mr.. and-- Mrs.bwere helpless to giv
J meaCascy. of.Shrewsbury. Vhe“.sagnals. But Biil was lost i
iHey “died, 'he was raised . by his]columns of his mental prolit
a nt, Mrs. William Foster and. her loss ledger.
I'usband in Rumson.’ :He.has -an- . “The setting sun luckily sit
f}hef uncle, Harey Bowman, houetted their plane against the ;

Fo:. years

lyyes-in Red Bank.e.© - o ~.Tsky so it was rscognized by the
“'*\fter‘_hls graduation from . th‘. spotter. -How Bill got her in
i “I'Bfﬂflmﬂm‘“'hlg""s”m RefoZither he nor anyore else could.

n afterwa:d But he did n.‘

attend..d Sr. Bonmrenture College,
: ' filv o8 a:

‘-.

explai
and slid her in as so
that he- r-cewedrezt. crate of eges.

\.

! The training
the. Red Bank airpoct at the:d
tjon ol his uncle Jack was not
l'.’ irst experience in the air. St "5 the pla
nother um.le, James H. Casery.&14e had just on
\oliceman in San Francisco, Collreat her geatly? &2 said. She's
vith whom Bill -also lived for al ™ ori 2 hundesd and. hirty 3+
while, took the- hero ﬂymg m ‘his| thousand bucks. I'se beea “’.gu.mz‘_.

«Bill supervised th2 > movirg of
this wounded co-nrades, then tucned
ne over to the ground crew.

2 fin2l admonition:

touth. . packt?”
I""4 “Flying's just’ nnlutn\ly in the"t out all ﬁe wa)’ =
eﬂmys blood,"” Officer” Casey- state"r. = 3

#as an old: time aviator:
I used to take BHl up in old ‘]en-
ay'—a teaining- "plane: of toe las:
yar. Bill sew Up ﬂround avmmr:-
' l‘l‘-{b‘!’d\_-..- - e . - N
’ ‘(Continued’ from-Page 1)

“Tracently.

l

%iepidn't you think of bailing!
out? 1 asked him.

#fle shook his head. ‘I might
ha\e made it. And the bombardier
and the belly gunner probnbly
could have. But the other six’
“icouldn’t have jumped. We had to:
get them back. ?

“Then he grinned, a little sieep.
jshly. ‘Aad besides,” he said, ‘do
you know what 1 was thinking? !
was thinking: ‘This baby cost the
U. S. Government two hundred
and fifty thousand dollass. And
I was trying to figure out how
much damage had beer done to it
already—liow much- it would still
be -.o't"‘ {

I




interviezsla war hero for an un-4

$nown,. gziall town reporter—ai.ie-
tv as~Z~fzlendly gestare.

-+ Ay Exclusive Report

- Ledeth

Here is his rzport on Lieutenant

Bill Casey, exclusive for The
Standard.

“It wa3s four or five days be-
ore Christmas. I arrived at the
base—‘somewhere in England’—
vith Cy Petermaa, reporter for the g
Philadelphia Inquirer., The place]
was agog with talk about Casey.
We found him in the club houss!
looking dejected, The scratch had
him down. Don't you know what
that is? Well, 2 plane crew can be
seratched the same way that a race
lorse is. They are given an assign-
rent, with full insteuctions, all
preparations are made, they are
keysd un psychologically for the
jo» on haad—and then, in the last
moment are, for unknown reasens.
grouzded;f Nothing gets fliers mor:

i

cown’in the mouth tham that. Ant
thac’ ke LD

“He as

why and ! ‘told him.
Our. troops landed there in the last
war ond it was a hell hole. The

Ls sapk iato mud up- to their
waists. The muck was awful: the
stench unbearadle, And the men
vwho died there—no Flanders Field
in poet:ty or in fact was ever
worse, . 4

“Casey drank to the toast and he’
loosened up a bit; we talked and,
deank. 1 got to know the boy. His;
dast—his exploits on the foothall:
tield where he was an indiflerent’
player; his boxing at St. Bunaven-
ture where he became some sort of

% him over to the Savoy to have a IBank.’ "
: “I saw the boy again a few nights
He had Ylater at a party thrown for the
bad a harrowing job that morning }iliers by Cy Peterman, Bill came
and was a little shaken. [ filled4with a British beauty, She was
wearing his silver—a ‘frat pin’ they
pair of wings.
by the way, are the most

TRIITEIYITU & L UILICTH)

“He“told us about the feats =hat;
+ st the -cables warm. Yoiu got
hem v :alty straight. How he shel-
ered a crippled fortress with lds
own and brought it back safely to.
the base. How his crew shot down
seven planes ‘in twelve minutes!|
during another encountar. !
‘And he talked ahout Red Bank.!
‘Adout his Aunt May—Mary Caszy,;
of Shrewsbury — who raised him!
most of the time.
Kathy—let me see, her name isliblowing a loud horn?®
Mrs, William Porter, of Rumson.| “No.”
He learned to fly at your airport’
crun by his uncle, Jack Casey. He
made it seem like a lot of family.
“About his military experiance,
e sald, ‘That dates back to a long!
time ago when [ was a patro! lead-
er in the boy scouts back homs’lito seze that we get one,
3y that time, 1 was convinced helltold me.
had a delightful sense of numer, 2
gift of gad, a touch of blarney,!
and a thoroughly likeable person. |
ality. When he expressed a wishfnian. ‘For God’s sake,’
to run over to London, I invited Jhe put it,

A Fatahst |
e is a complete Fatalist. B

I? he does-— *No flying for m-
Casey said.
geing iato politics.

¢
t
“They did
Red Bank.

3os.
Maybe I'il start with the state leg
islature. Thers's plenty of house

1.
Ne

Now thay know. Poli

world has got to be run,
fighting this one for

.

drink with me. .
“H2 came the next night.

swo glasses with a rare bottle o
Canadian Club [ picked up in Scot-feall it — and a
land and said, ‘For the first AEF JThose,
and the correspondents who had-to}highly prized souvenirs an English
cover that war, 1 want tc tdast]girl can pick’ up.
that last raid you made on St. Ya-

zaire” “°c. k- PR
T Pt tars- of Marriage L Tlog,
“He'hls had a number of oflsrs P
_of marrijge. Yes, they've askad r"’"'s. “Bill di
But hiy fanswer always is. ‘Lock.Gtk the party — the boy has a sense

ghere

Ny

amateur champion. About his fath--
¢r who was gassed in the [lirst
World War and. who later was
Xilled in an automobdile nccident.
I learned about his early child-
“wo0od with his Aunt May. The bay
ilmost worships her, carcles ber
dicture with him, His life insur-
*ace, by the way, is made out tu
26 1He-had gotten a thorough re-
-iaiowd’. Mstruction from her und.«
viest whHom he admirewr, a Monsiz-
tor John:B. McCloskey, of the St.
.fxmes REC. Church in Red Bank.
3zt that insiruction never made
such of an impression; or it never
whmed to. .
C“But in his present job, hé -has
teveloped a profoundly religious
wusure He prays—often. At -the
rhael o7 his fortress on every job,
ke toy prays. Silently and some.

imes even wordiessly. Words{pi'ots that. And it's not good for’ a!mos!. like. children hoping o’
iren’t  ngcessary.  Sometimes - hefthe team. something like Saata Claus. 0.3
Aan hear Monsiznor McCloskey's| “A few days before I met Bill, f{course the planss they fly now,

solce 85 the silent
‘hrough him.

“Daa’t get the idea that he
2:2°t beiong at the wheel of his.

prayers race

e

piane. Ha does. There is an ey,
dde 20 him, He drinks with sthe
bast of pifors. They all do; ligiar
fs thalr elivir afer their workams
Lom3un is  eir narueal pahir-s
£, " there are wamen, He roid yee

job, but things that happened a
week or two belore,

~p talking about the ‘crazy’ Polisi
fliers, wacky, the Americans called
thém. Boys who fly low in anti-
quated Wellington bombers, boys
with a fiercce hate tn theic hearts
who fly low so that their- bomb
lond wilt fall truer. Their own
losses are considerable, but the
young Poles don’t seem to care,
just so long as they can hit ths

business t) attend to’ It .séil--'!‘
that thers Is a_sief back home, ':..c
,{b "M 2

hasn't as'qtﬂ Rt yet, t he may,
it she ﬁy\mk%ﬂnd if the
fates A K!Eg’ im.

s Yoout his work quite

“tHe talk
luently. Never about any recent

He scems to

doesa’t expect to survive Hitle .|

‘After the war I'-
St
cwow ! was alive when I lived o

I* want to go to Congress.

eping needed in the State of New !
And his Auntf) Jersey. Does that sound like I'm:

1 to!d him.” “Go ahead.”

“‘It's just that-we fellows who
are doing the fightirz are poing toi
have ‘a lot to say about hov the| ‘

a better
world. And this time we're gcing

the boyihsd

“We had anoiher drink on that
and before he left, Bill reminded
me again that he is not a Califor-_"
is the way’
‘tell them - I'm from Red :

It's like being
invited to ‘a West Point hop overs

de’t steal the spotlightlt

rl, th;te’s & war on and U've golpfrpiopricty. But he said one thingl!
Ty ' - that will interest you. They were|}:

here,” he said.

against the Axis.
this w

wiant to mull over the new experi-
eaces first and flien he lets loose
with as graphic a picturz as = 7
writer would want to get. .

“fhe boy is aware that he gets
we clant share of the credit and
thinks it unfair, ‘Its a team,” he
insizted. [ know the pilot usually
acls as captain of the crew, but
without the others, he's just a truck

o1 the Loys around here call their:

hie bumped into another Red Bank
youngster, Stuart Rogers, [Ir., who
was with the Royal Canadian Air:
Force and who is aow a sergeant-:

He was pleased,
fellows from New Jersey

-

tha
ivam,

driver with bars. I've heard a'lot:

pilot with the American air forces.it_
'l met 2 lot off
over
‘s New Jerseyi
We're_ fighting i

Nazis,

“Casey said, ‘Can you beat those
gwys? I wouldn’t have the guts.to
uo that il they gave me the world
for it.?

“And T might tell you this. The
boys have one mutual dream. About
A aew type of plane that can get

-

i
-

!

px-
e

B

PN 2

i k]

their bellies out of range of the
tlak. A plane that will give them

a

|

(s

higher ceil

igng than anything kno“\r
The boys talk about it constanti )

are (iarn good, bui not good ef-s
{ough} never good enough. The;
kedp’ dreaming and exchanging ruls

mors about 2 better plane, thonghy

And if a few fetlows like Casey had.

this dream plane — any talk of n’
long war would Se pure nonsense. f
Do *

“That's- about the works.

you think you've got enough ?"
Yes, we told kim. .-

TR

>




Flying Fortress pilot, from his Ger-
man prison camp. And we don't
doudr his word bzcause this Red
Bank youth's exploits in alien
skies «since the inception of the
war have proven to us that he's |
a pretty tough lPrishuaan.

In one engagament this feoar-
e3s flyer shotr dowa seven Ger-
iman fighter pianes in 12 minutes.
He maneuvered a big bomber jn
an atjack against Nazi-held U-
boat bases in St. Nazaire, Francc,
and flew his ship through Jap
gunlire during the battle of Mid-
way.- These and many other ac-
fcomplishments comprise the color.
J ful record achieved by Captain|
;Casey- belepe ho was. shot -down. ja

In "his first letter .hoiner since
‘his interment, received yestarday
4 by his aunt, Mrs. William Porler
of Rumson, the Red Bank Cathoelic
high' school graluate wrote:
"L 47 dida"t exp=ct 1o be writiag to
you from here but | ran out of
iwck a few days ago and [ ain
now jn & German prison camp. 1
4 ‘stopped a little “Jorry” Iead, bne
fef you can’t kil the [rish and [ am
" still as god as new. I was slightly
n%3 wounded at the time I was shot
7t down but I'm fecling fine now.l,
Among his othiar attributes Cas-"
{:ey possesses a spackling sense of |
humor which he still maintains. i
<¥ Typical of the courags he has dis-|
played since he lcit Bonaventuse!

v em et e e s e ctae e o a

by

+German lercitozy on April 1T ¢ ,f

- Lollege, Olean, M. Y., to fight .for !
“is country,. he lonhs forward to
2 brighter: tomorcow jat spite of
;g e clouds of toduy. o
4. He stated that hs has nothing '
-to do but cook his owa meals and
f cead 2ll the mail from home and §
- requested such asticles of food 23
‘macardni, spaghetti nad chocolate

Ceptain Casey shares the same
3, Prisoner-of-war . address as Lisut,
=15 :Eugene. Gwyer, another Iocal
=33 youth who was teported | missing
(in-action a few days before him
ard it is entirely possivle thai the
.two boys are intzenzes at the same i
tcamp®, . ) H

Lt. Gwyer is the son of Mrand’
-Mrs. W, H. J. Gwyer of 378 Pros-'
sect avenue, Litile Silver, Casay's
374 parents, Mr. sand  Mrs, o Wiitiam

Capvt;-B.ill Casey of Red Beiﬁk"Wﬁtes First Letter
- From German Camp_; Was Hit by Bullet .

Ja.mes Caséy',of.Sh'rew
their death, after which
ter cared for him. S e

WWHLLIAY ). CASEY-

}
4

E

“You can't kiil the Irish,” writes | Casey,’ both died w}ienbhe \:;as 2l
20t} il asey, 22, heroie:child and he has been brousht ug
Captain William Cascy, 22, -ty his grandpareats, Mr. and %ire.!

sbuzy;, until &
Mrs? Por-
Rt

.
oyl

N,
S

et

T O YRRASNANRERZSIED
Miss Anne Little of

Army pilot who 1s in
on camp.

He wrote, *Dear Anae,

but contrary to’ your -SUDposition
ha\_n.-‘"x'cce!ved No news
tha -olp.f{schop}niaté’k.‘;‘-‘”.:’dws.ahnut

Yeai news Jetter: Hext-time?
to Pgn[;a.—.df‘even'or.e,

Bergea place
recelved o card this waek from Capt.
Willlam Casey of Shrewsbury, U, 8.

2 German prls- 3

Igot g kel b
of a kick out of heatinz from Yyou,

concesalng

,-f-fy;-_ best

I o

a

Like Piloting A :
- $300,000 “Cojfin’
‘How does it fcel to pilot an

- American -- Flyine  Fortress?

Lieut. Bill Casey of Red Bank
told one of. America’s ace for-
oign  correspondénts. “How
doas it feel?” the boy echned,

_“You come back from a job.

All the boys in the crew hare
gollen to he closer than any

. team; they’re your brothers,

You werk together like the fine

gers in one hand. Thenavie.

B'_a;,,%heehﬁero #35ks
samily For Letiers
Capt. Casey Writes from
German Prison Camp

From his, Gsrman 'prison
camp where he has been In-
" tern2d- since -April 17, Captain

XPiliiam-]. Casey,. the_fightingz .

Irishman  from ° Red Bank

_Catiolic High. School, sends

tegards “fo " his friends - here
and a rzquest for nicz long
newsy lstiers. .
In 2 lettac wreitten. on Aug-
ust 10 and received yesterday

by his aunt, Mrs., William
Portzr, Rumson, the Flying

Forerass pilot wrote:

“I have been here fous
ronins. I'm slive and well but
very bored and restless, There

" has b2ea no mai! from home

at 2ll. Have yol seat arny
paskazes yet? I need dried

. food, macaroni, cheess, nuts,
mittzns,

chocolate, warm socks, >
undesclothes and a light pair
of moccasins 10 save my
boots.” (The boots, Alrs. Por-
ter said, are epparently the

- Ameacican ones he was wear-

ing when he was shot down).
- “Please say hello to every-
. one at home and ask them to

v g |

——p—

2-gator—a hell of a swell N
. the garner, the radio mam
bombardijer. -
you, every one of them. All
right, you're coming back from
work. The rear gunnet js dead.
The navigator has a leg blown
] off. The radio man is holding
his head and Screaming with
p’ain. How does it fea]” You're
pllutipg 2 eoffin, that's how it
Keels; a $309,000 coffin_ _for
4. Your fdends” T LT

- The¥re part of Y

1
2.

Dol
%

~




lell 1nemi'mirom ked bank’
asey Tefi’ﬂ War Corresp ﬂﬂd’ﬂﬁi

1\15 vi pReal Woivds

Exclusive Taterview Wﬁeu Hero
Hevealed For First Time In The Standard;
Burnet Hershey, Writer, Tulks to Local Pilot

Ly NORMAY SXYDER
Cupyright, 1341, Tha Dnilr Standaed
NEW YORK — Tha next time you hear of Lieutenant Bill |
syt ] Casey he will probably be In a new theatre of action, Many
of the men in his sguadron have already been ""LHSEEITEd
He expects his — Indeed, his;—
Htransier may alveady have

come through at this writ-] =5
ing.

But perhaps we  heller  slact
from the bepgianing. 1F cancerns

the return of Burnzt Hershey, cor-
respopdeat through  two  warld
wars, radle enmmentator, zad ex.
scutbive direciar of the Oversexs
Elad Presd Club. Saured in his alfice,

5@ Heeshey Lt hiz pipe and blaw out
great gustso of smoke with FATET B
il Where le lhad Beosoe=ifia British
....'MH Portugal, ‘Wt Africa, 3nd

R |B-ranl—i]1w didi's carry his Brasid
-—'?"

i |

Pidralvay  wettled bag -:Jt

‘: in his ch:l.1r und laiked coatenied.
AT SWell, who shall we ralic shay "
T -L- us1ml. SGameral v Goawll=, 11,0
% TR, Wells, Hebecrd Wadr, Leslis
Hore-Belizsha, Genzraf Sikardky—
dag H.-I-!-J-' Cagey 39
AL Prundtiae BURNET HERSHEY
Th-ﬂ D:ulj.' Sroedard rq.|h-|r|:r:r-

Bank, M. . I'm a Red Baok M. J.

man' That's what h= sail, Do you

hawe a Chamber .of Conineree

thara 7' )
illl“ 5.1‘!-'.“

Chwg Tlim o Clirae

they owe him & food 2.

I" I'I-'Il: LEruCiE
fnmillize :I:unl T T T
lace it There w=a. Ausiralia®s {‘na
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KEFNWETE K. WALLICE, (-430639, Captain, 9lak Sombardment Group (H), Army
Air Forcus, United Statws Armre For exbrasrdinry achievemsnt while leading
e flight of B=17 sirplencs on 2 bombing mission ovar Germany, 26 Fobruary 1943,
Enemy fiphtor planus seriously damaged the oxypon system theraby cousing three
erew mambers to los. censcicusness. Despite the extremely gifficult flying con-
ditions, Captain %allick teck over all contrels and scnt his Co-Filet back to
aid tns three stricken ercew members and man thu puns, The courcge, skill and
lesdership displayed by Captain wallick in directing the dofense of his crew and
f tho sueeassful completion of his mission reflect the highest credit upon him-
sclf apd the Avmed Forees of the inited Stetes, Homs sddress: RFD #1, Wrights-
vills, Pennsylvania,

J5'ES ROEDER BULIOCK, 6-728170, lst Lisutenant, 91lst Bombardment Group (H),
krmy Rir Forcos, united States Amy, For extroordinery achicvement, while .
sorving &s Group Navigstor on a bembing mission over Cermany, b Mareh 1943« Poor
visibility wns sncountered cwer the entire reuta. Displaying groat skill, “'
licutenant Bullock led the formatien direetly to the target and under most ’
hezerdous conditions, succceded in refurning the Croup o ites heme bese, The
courage, coolness mnd graat skill displaysd oy cisutensot 3ullock on this occase
ion reflect highost credit upon himsslf and the Armed Forces of the United i
Stotas, Home addaress: LOL Westewer TerraGe, Crounsboro, Horth.Carolina.

JE55E H, ELLIOTT, f-728188, lst Lieutenant, 303rd Becbardmant Group (H),
Aroy Alr Forces, United Stetas Armye. For' meritorious achiswemant while serving
es Hevigetor wnd Guonor on & B=-17 sirplanc en a bembardeent missien over enemy ;
sceupied Continental Eurcns, 27 Jonuary i3, Lisutanznb Bllictt displaying
groat skill and courape, destroyed ope enemy sirpline of the VE-10% trpe. The
cournge, coolmass and s,.011 displayed by Lieutenent Elliott upon this oceasion
wre of the highest order nnd refleet  great credit upon himself end the Armed
Forces of the United Sti.iss. Home address: 4660 Astrel S8t., Jecksonvilly,Flerid

WILLIL J. CASTY, 0-410335, lst Lisutenant, 300tn Gambardment Group (H),
Army iir Forces, Umited Stutes Armmy. Feor exteeordinsry-achicvement while servin
as Pilot of & 3-17 airplane on a bombing mission ower Lermany, 27 Pubruary 1943,
Bufore roaching the tarpet, two of the engines ceased to funetion, foreing
Li-utenant (&sey to drop out of fermstion. Displayicg prast couraje and skilful
airmansnip, Lieutenznt Cascy continued on to bomb the target ond succussfully
completed his mission oy returning his damaged plans Lo its basa. The courage,
coclness snd skiil displayed by Lisutenant Casey on this occasion reflect highe:
ercdit upon himssif and the irmed Forces of the United States, Homs address:

85 Grand View Ave., San Francisco, Czlifornia,
‘-———

HARRY COLDSTEIN, 32183032, Technical Surpesnt, Lilst Lgmbardment Squadron
(H), Armr mir rorcws, United States Army. For meritericus schievement while
sarving as Hadio Uperattr and Gupner on a B-17 airplune on a bomberdment missior
over cheny cceupiud Continuentzl Surope, 4 Tarch i3,  Sergeant Coldstein, dis-
playing grioat skill snd courags, aupirorrid one ensny sirplans of the ME-110
type. The coursge, coolnoss and skill displayed by Sergennt Goldstein upon this
cccasien wers of the hishost order amd refizet great credit upon hims:lf and
the armod Foreuss of tiwe United Stetes, Home sddruss: LLAC Longfellow fiva.,
Bronx, How York,




Doy Tusd—
W s %’—j,ﬂ-ﬂ/&a—»ﬁ B
> 4 L
Meant . Clamn andl 3 Dmnm,; W
Hjﬁ‘:“" e R anll & e
mem ﬁ%jﬁ?ﬂ%m
| PR Ha? ﬂ—aﬂﬂﬁ-ﬂmj T
o i siedfen ai
E] %J s Mk wﬂdﬁ}eh,rg L bt
B< A ﬂm-...a.-{.,.nwﬂ.n lI..r.IIE._.‘--"-"':'---"3’l""'-

W o) ﬁi“f“‘%"m‘
%ﬂ%‘; %ﬁxg‘@&m =~
f %bt L:’ EL il 1oL Ve
%ﬁ‘\m‘%a@»ﬂ;&t&

mmé‘-’ ot wmmh T
il |

jﬂ'%* %&HRJ’ MMEE%
m@ Vb W o
g«mﬂu T,?;r

’J&&f&ﬂ@mﬁ g



Do g

S

%WT N B T i, i

W%W%xgﬁwﬁﬁfx%izz?&v.

o latfil bl s
]L’J?&ﬁ: H’&q:"%/”/n“jﬂgxz*(:}—)%‘s e

Qs e,

Réeool. o+ J w .
« ‘ﬁcuj W L f

T A
7%%%

Ao
oy T IBA mat de

-

Aeounr

K3

_/{7{’0#‘( - 6/!-;—— fo

&
'7..—

)7 506 Lmﬂ Ve V. W.CJ(Z,EJMKDCTI .
«%ﬁ: : &mﬁg )

AL am;“—?—wuﬂmﬂﬂﬂ*mx‘s

o]

M%/M\j@qjéh,J

v
.<"’
. ._." —— e VU S
. . N .

<

q:y



.'/'o 'f"f;_ﬁ \)9.4‘////\}‘ l’f;.a/'( V‘j.’"f T - 7- . /

_7/0 EXe,c\n/L )wrcﬂ‘ov‘ /2 - 7‘:{_:
05 “Bel/ S’Te:qf/\\/& Prd / /

RasT Bbw/"!”\‘g SGCIU/
ac?),j.a_*./ Gg"g:{“"OSd ’ .
| /M“m%m%mm
‘,a,,.,} Nesaall STy H90ofpphwidant -
09/7‘0,/ fa;@/zy, Whe :l,e{m.&w " &a
oj’m—gaf/agﬁ’”‘l— é-\/O NQ «éw,%b -

8 BT ﬂf;ww%—n%% |

Q—Mﬁz
/'“"’“*" H- 1 ln Chdsse. Q. 3ha

s T Aa;i'g*“w s |
Q‘f'ma- Waya LR
)'7"7—'/”}7(34-% ngwm 767%0%/441/ g v. e
wWass ORI AR QQ«JZ,\#) T - “

= = %’T —Q.u_-, umz_?"-’—(l"“‘:c"‘* aﬂmﬁ-&kﬂ'w@ .. [ ‘

> Fram Kv/oyc:a#ﬁxa-emw 2 Fow w\]).ev-Tck

] : |



o“‘""

[P RU GRS, LR, e ——

a+'/A-0 “Cs{-’soé’ff\ ﬁﬂ?v—a/ﬁﬂﬂoa”—

T T e
.W’%&"%m ;":‘#“"‘ #w:";‘;p_&j,

T T

O&f%(/ﬂ dum/) bv«:ld/ Ila‘-z-r—l_-rv% }u«qw&

wiﬁ@“mwe—aw)ww |

Ve D%/w, }-’F&-«,KMT;_

&b o Mw%%mb;t:\ofﬁdmwm

- Baog Cm“g"fuf! 1) g Mt@ﬁlwﬁz}

-_t’P%fw e oppe VE Wl !

[Rexchor (7. P B

/y’a QJM MWT 'O "({ l/ //14' @ob-'éil.&_r ﬁch’-rcMQ.

/JIWPMB ot 1 At H-D.D We Jof 32‘«%2 3 rerA

2T 0n o éw;rz.wg A, ww“jfﬂsz;
Pilee wor Wa WMML——%A




ol ., N W S o S

’ SR Al Pl o’ gl - o
| ;24'0 aﬁ"’“l'm'“‘wt 3 Whe LTwaed | ol
M wﬂ*kﬂaw %TJ'L-' & Q&M& ' ‘ * T

/Vu—g—oz:.no Ao S woetd Lene G MMP?S-QO%J "i...._.

\



MEMO “"'imm”“”

A s
TO: DATE E? /G,M se
A"

/t/QﬁaA ;{:.«Mf’ ,'

Ay il T - et
_f:”wf7 ST~ 8 Sy .7/’ 4, r}fm@
ﬂ(—é-w /’E,c&;ﬂ_\ ﬁ.:?' & Ny f_%

,f/%'" 27 ?3' /fm_,r g Y B~

a-d'.n-r_.ﬂ_..&-_.r-\ M T, {.&C,r ,/a-";j'i' cr—u—y 7/
/7{ HalEn éi&aﬂ_w_} A, .;f',:.%h L/ a/"fj
“ h\"—/ézy s /CLH ‘f“'g oy
fae’if’ oy | by ey




o -
") L]
' R
.
—— i }
|
1
o .
i
| F
"
&
i
L
I
[ &




12 January 1976

mr. Godfrey Santini, President
The 7 Santini Brothers

1405 Jeroms Avenus

New York, New York 10452

Dear Fred:

fMany thanks for the material which you sent along
on Bill Casey, and also for thae suggestion on Air
Force magazine.

1 think it is a little late to even query the ma-
gazine on a story, but I°'ll keep this in mind for
the 306th reunion next October. By that time I
should sufficient information to put together a
good feature on the people whe return after 30
years,

1 had a delightful time in Miemi with Bill. He is
quite a character. I have a couple of tapes of
Bill and another POW which are very interesting.
As soon as I get them editec and copied, I°'l1l send
ons along to you as I am sure you would find it
most interesting to hear Bill's story in his oun
words,

Thanks again for your interest and help.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong

4900 Appleridge Court Dayton, Ohio 45424
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insernational movars .

SEMERAL DFFICES
1405 Parsma Svempe o Maw Yook, B Y, 10452 o Tel 213 29100
Cebler Savsgaling, NY « Telax: 126833 o Apanis for Uniled Van Lines, Inc

Jaruary 5, 1976

Aip Force Association
1750 Pennsylvania Avenus, N,W,
Washington, D.C. 20005

Gentlemen:
N
I'em enclosing my check and application for mambership.

Will you also send me a copy of the November issue of Air Force
Magazine. '

The attached note is from Captain Willltam J. Casey, formerly of
the 8th Airforce in the Pioneer Group. He captained the Banshee,
tha very famous B=17. If you are interested in his story, T shall
be happy to mail the portions that | have and have a good source of
further information in Russell Strong, Historian of the 305 Bomb
Group of "The Clay Pigsaons",

Fresidant

2.

WANHATTAN « JAMAICA « LARCHMONT « BRONX « MASPETH » CHICAGD « MIAMNI « W, PALM BEACH « FT. LAUDERDALE « HOUSTON
OVERSEAS OFFICES I: EURDPE « BIDDOLE EAST AND FAR EAST
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16 January 1977

Mr. William J. Casey
Rt. 1, Box 90-A
St. Augustine, FL 32084

Dear Bill:

It was nice to hear from you again. I expect before I get throughwith things
I may have another picture or two for you of Banshees. At least I am looking,
and have been in correspondence with at least two people who promise to send
me more pictures.

I saw B111 Raper last summer in his AIexandria. VA, home. His address is
1108 Key Dr. He is in great good health, has plenty of money, and enjoyed an
afternoon of reminiscing about the 306th. Sti11 doeen't drink or smoke.

I have just written to John Ryan, having received from him a week ago a large
packet of materials about his evasion, etc. Had lots of good information about
events, and one or two good stories about the flight over to England.

Eventually I hope to run to ground the information on how POW pictures were
taken and gotten out, because they were around during the war some places. I
am very curjous about it, and hope eventually to unravel the thread on it.

I have not learned anything about Reecher, or been in touch with anyone who
can place anything about him. I will be in Washington in the next six weeks,
and he is one of those on my search 1ist when I can get my hands on a retired
officers' directory.

You asked about Oscar ONeil. The 91st has quite a large organization, and al-
though I am now typing at the office, I'1]l take this home and add the address

of the 91st people, so you might be able to locate him through that organization.
I also am curious about Wilson E11iott. He is on our search 1ist, having come
from Knoxville, TN, and I'11 let you know 1f we Tocate him. I'11 give it some
special attention soon.

Will be going to Florida in late March for a meeting, and might just drop by
St. Augustine on the trip. I'11 give a call if I can make it.

Sincerely yours,
Russell A. Strong

Rt. 1, Scotch Meadows Dr. Laurinburg, NC 28352
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aid.
boylsh face;
«ernbered  1igtle
"reparter. YAl [
MEthe target mnd
gaid, “I told him
ay out of the way
if T Ealed hirm o B

doesn't remember,
at all after {hey
oecanse he was hiiay
1e, which had been
man fire, inopder for

m ex-flier

the next mission.

Andy Ropney's impressionz of the
flight, however, ware apparently
lasting because he recounted some of
therm in his Nov. §, 1983 column syn-
%Eca:ed by the Tribune Co., New

ork.

Bill Casey, Romey wrote, was the
first pilot with whom he brusted his
life and he haz trusted pilots ever
alnpe.

When Cisey réad Roaney's column,
he thought, “What & memory that
AR mist have”

The purpese of theé mission was to
destroy & Fooke-Wull fighter plane
factory. Forty years later, Roomey
remembers himsell thal doy as &
ntrvons reperter . ., owith fae loo
Eood @ view of everything that was
oMb atl s, .

During the flight, Germans shitoff,
the plastic nose of Casey's Banshee,
When the navigator's oxygen hose
was plerced, Rooney hod to abandon
his own oxygen mask and his

parachute (o crawl thro A NATTowW
part of the plane and get an emergen-
Oy oxypen tank.

The former Air Faree pilot
remembers losing the nose of his
plane. But the most periloss part of

s ey
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Et s easy to trust pilo‘i:s

F;l-u.u are the peod poys. Mo ong hates a Eﬂul_
Pileis ere {he ones who know how 1o do iL

Tuey're successful! They're smart, skillful and *
daring bul careful, Theres a lillle of Chorles *

Lindberph and Eddie Rickenbacker in each of
hem. . L : ™

LCommerclal airline pllt-ls aré getling il in the
neck now and it's foo bad. You hale lo see il hape
pen Lo the good puys even If they were zsking lor
il The jirlines are in sech trouble ond the unions,
including the pilols® union, the Air Line Pilots As-
sn:in['mﬂ. puskied salaries and benefits 2o high

o work howrs so low (hal the hurling sirlines
t[LI‘H iflord them,

Do the pilols deserve lI:'-'l A pood friend of
ming flew for & major airline for 30 years. He
made pood money, wenl everywhere and on lop
3 11, it seemed to the rest of vs thot he was home
all-ihe thme, For fouror five days 8 maonth il was
work, work, work but then he'd pet two or three
wieaks ofl Tor pood behavier, He's smart enough
b0 run (ke airline, When he wasn'i flying, how
come he wasn'l plicking in 2t the office instead of
raking leaves?

With airfire’ deregulation; s become casy
for someone with a relatively small amoun! of
money fo $arl an airtine. Unforunalely. for tho
preal old-timers Nying for the Lradilional girlines,
ihere are & lof of young-limers who also know
how 1o fly, The new airlings, with no union cos-
iracls, e hiring them 1o do twice the work for
hiall the price. ]

[ hepe the new pilots Tl my pilol image, QOne
thing I never worry aboul when I pel on an alr
plane i ihe pitel, I may complain aboul Sanding
in Line gt the ticked counter and 1 may nol like the
fopd or the cramped seating bul T have absalule
faith thal the pilol sitfing wp front, wh 've ngyer
s, s faultiess, He's 1all, square-shoulderesd and
hie has o faind senile on ks fece bl a glint of slecl

in his eves !
~rBill Cagey was (he first pllod who took my 1:.1-

in his hands and ['ve felt side with pilols ever,
since. Casey lives somewhere in Florida now,~7F

bope dark glasses haven'l dimmen that plint-op-

sl-:i:l in his evesss

He was the pilod of 1he B-17 Banshee Thal I{Im'
off one February day in 1943 for the first US.
bombing rold on Germany. 1 was 4 pervows re
porter who wenl along, up fronl with the navigo-

" and pi.:l: up ihe emergency oxygoen lank for (hose

Andy -
Rooney

for and bombardier, and with lar (oo pood & 'n'il!:'-i:\II
of everylbing thiat was coming at us, from the fiak
on (he ground fo ke Lufiwaffe Messerschimlits
and Focke-Wulfs in the air.

When they shet off the plasiic nese of the Ban-
shee, (he bambardier froze his hands Loying 10
slulf Bis jackel in the grping hole. The navigalor,
his oxygen hose pierced, collapsed unconsclous
on his {tle table, 1 was heatthy but hetpless antil
Casey called me on the inlércom,

“Take your p;f@th!.ll& off so you can gel
through here,” he sald, "Then take 20 deep
breaths, lake your mask off and get back here

guys.y.

1 dld whiol he said, The navigalor th:li:n
consciousness and “we pof back from the baltl
and all lived happily ever afier.

“Ypu can sees why 1 defer 1o pliots.
ven Lhé [l Wi £ir own sman planes at |
thie litile aiclields il across {the counley are spe-
cial people. They have some unique ability 1o do
things righl

An'mirline pilot's life is 2 strange combination
of exciling and dull. Pilols seem 10 have a greal
appelile for excitement and a high tolerance for
dublneds, These are characlerisics you wouldn't
think you'd find in one person.

Commercial airline pilols conslanily experi-
ence lhe excitemenl of new 'places. Theyre

. charged with (he life or death of a ot of people

bl [here's very little interestipg in what They do
maost of the time. The besl and biggest of the new
commercial airtiners practically fiy Ihemselves.
The pilot sits there in the sun, knowlng he can’l
o bitck to the bethroom in-lhe main cabln or
people will know he's morial, ;

Thiketn think of ]:-llnls as betler {han ll‘tl‘-L
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THURMAN SHULLER, M.D.
PEDIATRICS
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