A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP -

EIGHTH AIR FORCE

Russell A. Strong, 4900 Appleridge Ct., Dayton, Ohio 45424

1 am endeavoring to put together a good history of the 306th
Bombardment group, an idea which has been in my mind for some
years. I am working diligently on the mattex, collecting all
xinds of data and working through the official histoxy and
records of the group. I served as a navigator with the 367th
squadron from June through November, 1944, and currently am
director of news and information services at Wright State U-
niversity, Dayton, Ohio. I solicit your assistance in my pro-
ject,
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I am interested in any special materials which you may have,

such as good photographs of personnel, battle damage, plane
insignia, etc. I am also interested in commendations (other
than the-usual Air Medal and DFC) you may have received,
special stories which you may have in your possession, lettexs
that are highly descriptive of combat action, or any other
documents. I would appreciate receiving xeroxed copies. But,
if you do not have such facilities readily available, I would
appreciate the loan of materials which I might copy and re-
turn to you immediately. I am also interested in manuscripts
of memoirs which you may have prepared, particularly if they
were done within a couple of years of the events. Again, I
would appreciate copies or the opporxrtunity to copy them.
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Other perscnal data:

Description of Adir Missions:
{What were the highlights of your combat careex? What was your
role? What heroics did you witness? What events were there of
which vou have special knowledge?)
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F6Tth, 36ath, 360th, 423rd Squadrons, and service orgenimtions
Thurileigh, Badfordshire, England — September 1842-April 1845
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HELPING THE 306th

| enclose my check for § /&=t support the production and
mailing of ECHOES, and reunion acfivities of 1he 306th Association.
(Mail your check to Wm. M. Collins, Jr, 2973 Heatherbras Dr.,
Paland, OH 44514,

| enclose my check for § to support the research, writing
and publication of & new history of the 306th Bomb Group, Publication
is expected during 1980, (Mail your check 1o Russell Strong, 2041
Hillsdale, Kalamazoo, Ml 40007) Contributions of 5100 or more will

receive a o af the history without further charge.
Mame .
Address_ /50 %M e -
Baite Feed
o i 5 l,t"




iquiet our boyish terrors with im-
165 50 violent that we would, at
ast, be bored with the prospect
dying® Like ihe burlesque
mining figures. painted on tha
1ses of our planes—a mix of love
wd war, - sax and violence—the
otivas of our jackel lllustrations
arg never fully clarified, not by us
Ieast: We merely painted tham
; Fitual, a mark as primitive as an
nache's sunbuist chast, ora Flji
ask.
We wore them avenywhers, ax-
pt, fronically. In combat. That

TallFELy KR OPUE e Niziiig Ol JEE LU eg-
tion, but has copied them, and
would very much like to retum
tham to the person who loaned
them io him, if that person will
Identlfy himself. Wrlla o 2047
Hillsdale, Kalamazoo, M| 48007,
and the pictures will be returned
immediately,

was | time for flak vests and
heatad fiving sulls. The leather
flight jackets went with us around
the base, to the British towns and

{tibrn 1o page &)
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S6Tth, 368th, 366th, 423rd Squedrons, and service orgenizations

Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England — September 1942-Apri| 1945
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Box has a
familiar
ring to it

UP, P and away rose the
bright red relephone box into
the body of the: KOO,
Lowistana bowund 1o the
Museum of the &th Air Force
an Barksdule,

For American ex-service man
log Alberisnn, il wius o moment
il pure nostalgia when e picked
ap the old ickephone o the
Bright redd telephone o,

It browughi back the old davs
when hie used o 5erve OB a0
American & Force Base in
war-time Brotain, and used o hox
just ke it b ring his prelfriends

loe, npow  aged 61, who
conned his old uniform for the

ooopsion, was o deck sergenmi
and  Nighr  engineer, Nying
reconnaissance flights oul of

he vintage kiosk had been
presended o the LS Bth Army
Air Force as a good will pesture
by Baitish Telecom  Bedford
Arca, alter o request from the
Méah  Hutoncal Group, a
saciely thal preserves war-lime
links between the Bith Army i

& O last eall lor Joe Alberison.

Force and British friends,

Joe couldn®y resist picking up
thiat tekephone for the Liss wme.

Mow reticed Irom the sefvice,
he is a civilan employed at
Lakenheath USAF Base, and his
wile &5 Brinsh,

Savs Pepgy Alberizon, who
wism Land Army grelin ihewar,
“Idon't think | was the only girl
in those days he rang up. Bui 1
wirs his Gl beide in the end, and
we've lived happy ever alier,™

“That box sure brings back
the romance”, taid Joc.

r

IVIINISTER

N

FLYING VISIT

ME TAN GOW, Mimster [or
Houwsing  and % onstruciion
has” waid o Mylpe visik o
London  Brick “peralions
in ceterhorouyl anad
Bedle rdshire

M Chow's visit covdnsd |
BEDEN Ol
beging ings s oniw el Lo
in bupiding hasiies.

i ' 1
e bk k. TakFnl

directy 15, he flew by |
b omase mn howe-leads tour ol

Loncoa Brick Prodgldics’ brck
lucdor at Whittlegds and 1hen
wiake o bried visit 1o

Fetert orough Arevelopment
L TEOfatylin |I|IIIk|I'|F
depariment, J

Mr Gowd o lebicopier few
meer e PEGH  rechonuation
schems in Peterborongh, wisere
|.un-.|.-e:-.| E!riu_'l. 1-. T s -;,'l._\:l.
quarnes fire beéing restored to
agricul ural wse with the asd ol
ash frog Power stolions.
® Lancon Brick ple have
annwour ced that the nedited pre-
tax profitof the company for the
vear eoded 31 December 1983

smoim e to L6 4dim,

Dvevls ol tlse awctual profit
achved  compared  with  ihe
untimated  prodfir made by the
hioard 1 Januury wene:

S TRTTIS B BT
Lm m
dirri- Lk Nd Mol
mn s
Mrirda |I|.|H|.x ik LES

Hanson', Trust now contral
more than ¥ pei cent of Lhe
company’s  dgquity, The three
noaeexective direciors — Mr
k. MeAlping, Mr. D0 E. 510 AL
Harmes and Miss B Harns -
hive decided 1o resign.

Al the extrasndinary general
meching, the special resalution
L ellect a capatal recorgiinizalon
was passed.
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AbEth BEEZID AREFS

| am a formar member of the 369th
Bomb Squadron, 3D8th Bomh Group, ste-
tioned al Tharlelgh, England, from bay
1545 to Septernber 1845, | am inlareshed in
fadring lrom anyone who might know of
future raunion plang for alther tha ADER o
the 389th.

Alsn, | would like to nagr from Formar
miemibers of the G238 Alr Relueling Sgqud-
i wha served during tha period 195553
at Alexandria AFE, La Are thena any re-
umion plans fof this autfin?

Pragse contact me ot fthe addrass below,

Earl R. Saunders
13452 Gable Hill D, .
San Gity West, Arlz, BS375
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Nedgr Huas:

Enelosed are my notes as taken from the Flying Control Logs con-
cerning afc down for various reasons. GSome are direct Juotes and
gome are sxtractions due To length of the speclific entry at the time,
The logs open aooutl the bveginning of 194%, and the first entry of
intérest was May 194%, Very few a/c numbers were listed in our logs
prior to that time, perhaps Group Operations was the record keeping
source up to them.,

Most eof the notes are without unit reference, I tell you this
because 1 reslige that the Y94ih BE was gt Thurleigh for part of 1943,
Also plesse realize that many afc were scrapped for parts right on
the base, removed from the roster of a/e. In these cases, of course,
ng record would be in our logs. Over the periocd of time I noted an
occagional duplication of numbers, ie, 099 is an example,

Bill Peterman called me today pconcerning disposition of &h
logs when I iinish with them. Gueod news for you. He agrees t o
will be moat valuable in the 306th archives. Tnerefore winen I finish
with them I shall give them Lo you,

Iam planning to take one book to the reunicon for display pur-
poses, hopefully rno one will remove it for their own uss. Would
you sgree this might make an interesting oisplay?

=

Un a peparate sheet is a notation made by Capt. W.W. Peterman,
Jenlor PCO on 18, April 1545 - I =zlso thought this man,was gulte

= . 1 " =
a2 leader in his guiet way. ?M15u1’?':.-.ﬁr

I you naeve any guestions be sure to call.

= ALWAYS FIRST aue — FIRST OVER GERMANY
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306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

-....»"‘

WILLIAM R, CARLILE -0
1306 DARTMIUTH AVE

BALTIMORE, MD.

21234 ¢

= ’

elarry Mcellellan \Virsicic seswcz, Jz.) indicates Lvile arrerart
waS &l Thurlei_h during ieners! srmetron 's tenure - Jun./reo. 19473,
and toe pilot was -Ken Ieecher (s, HMurylund wnd now iivin, in Ore_on).
Lockias at tze photos I rind no on tzne tail - celieve, tuae sroug
indicators were =zdded Guring tne latter part of 1343, A4lso I note
tie lower part of a _lexier on tce side of tue fuselage tnat looks
like it could bve a tne only other letter cat it ai,nt be would
be a "K" but it 1o0Ks Tike an "X" to me., Did tne 367th nave aa "X
during Jan/Feb. 1943, Algo it appears tae first two numoers on tie
Tail were eitner 23 or(jzj : '

The Baltimore Smn no lonser allows peons such as I to et into
tne paper's back 1ssues. However, tretg did inform me that our local
library nas micro Tilms of all the 0ldYSun papers. I szzll zo uown
next week and take a look.

Your rfavorite detective will sece JO0u both in Alexandria next
Septemoer,

Copy - Harry McClellan

See if you can't make at least Saturday ni_ht at tne
reunion. Tranks a lot ror jyour letter and the rhoteos of tae tower

sang.

ALWAYS FIRS T e —— F/RST OVER GERMA”Y'—“
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WILLIAM R, CARLILE A SPLT
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2 February 1989

LTC William Carlile
1304 Dartmmath Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21234

Dear Bill:

Writing for myself, and for Don Ross and Reg Robinson,

let me express our thanks and appreciation for your re-
cent gift to the 306th BG Project Fund.

Your concern for the Association as evidenced by your
gift, is much appreciated,; and wiu will be hemaidg further
from us on this matter.

Sincerely yours,

William F. Houlihan
President

Amount received: $150.00
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_ 3671h, 383th, 369th, 423rd Squadrons, and service orgenizmtions
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TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

March 3, 1989

HILLIA® R. CARLILE
1304 DARTHOUTH AVE
BALTIMORE, Mp.
2123%

Dear Huag:

A couple things that may or may not have an interest to you,

but @s an interssted 306er, thought I would write to you -

I'm & membar o the Alr Foree Mugeum Foundatlon and asm such
receive their quarterly bulletin, From btime to time 1 notice
articles taken from various publications of AWIl unlts such as
oure (Echoes). Do we sBend =z copyloefl Echoes to the Mugeum at
Daytont If we don't you might consider sending Lhem a copy for
their reaning, A little more 306 puclicity couldn't nurt.

You indicated to me that we mi bt have our reunion =t San
Antonia, Texas in 1590. A couple Legion buddys of mine werae
:f their ﬂ gunions in 1988 about the time we were in L&S8
. Both indicated that a downtown location 1a the begt.
lend from the 92nd B.o. (Fodingtan) stayed at s Hotel
d the Wyndham-San Antonio - nol too good - bad location
-.,-,,-..L o LTown | i the elevatar service was Ltarrible i:.‘l"j.E'_;..'_.l,.l__
WLEN eVEryone was trying to get to a meeting, ste. I:athered
this was not a very nice place 1o0r & reunion. My other Ifriend
(2nd ;;'..i-.'l_ 52nd Fir. Srp. 15th AF) siayed-at a brand new hotel
the Marriott Overwalk (or something like that) right on the

11KE i

canadl and had & great time. jood food, fantastic locatiomg., So00d
price, They would, of o mr::t, have s smuller sttendance Lhan usg,
but understand room was available Ig1l iagh larger crowd,

Just thought I would give you these few worda Ior wWoalever
you would care to do with them, [his paper is not Lo gocd 10T

Lie puthouaal

PS Am B%ill lookins Lor néw mMEmoers

will keen trying.

ALWAYS FIRST e FIRST OVER GERMANY mmc———



6 March 1989

Dear Bill:

In answer to your letter of 3 March, received today,~copies of

the Echoes go regularly to the research division at the Air Museum.
They also go to the Air Force Academy Library, and several other
similar depositories.

Dale Briscoe is working on the San Antonio site. He and I, and our
wives, reviewed the situation in person after the Las Vegas remn-
ion and are agreed that we want the reunion site in a downtown
hotel °

1'11 send along another search list for you in the near future. I'll
expand it a bit, but you may be able to use your local libraries for
some more looking.

I am now nearing the end of a project to index all of the Ehhess. Of
course, I just skipped over your name any time I saw it! Well, maybe
some people, but not-you. Have about 900 entttes in it so far and am
about halfway through 1984. It takes me a couple of days to do a year,
80 I expeét to be done before the end of the month.

After that we will publish it on microfiche, along with the 1988 copiles

of Echoes. In that way it will be available to anyone who wants it.
It is far too long to publish in Echoes.

Always good to hear from you,
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RECOEDE UPDATE

306th BOMB GROUP ASSOCTATION

{Please complete as much of this form as you wish to, fold and mail as
per address on reverse gide, 0¥, if obtained at a reunion, hand to
Eo b (|
Ne ired

Russ Strong)
LaST WaME: (CARLJLE . Jr TFIRST nag: L)/t &
STREET ADDRESS: /dh¢ Dhermonty & TELEPHONE: (39)  ~fsg_js7-

crry: [SBe, romoee STATE: /) 4>, LIB: 21234

DATE JOINED 306¢h ASSOCTATTON: EAesis , S e e [: PG T .)

REUNTONS ATTENDED: 17§ Thees 989 o — cied! S A2 :
(Years)/f a"‘f % % b ATy

WIFE'S MAME: Ao p g

LAST EMPLOYMENT: l’.?ffé'/«zﬂi’-'ﬂ LL - Er‘rfés-fwsrf ffﬁﬁa/yﬁ?‘

COLLEGE(S) ATTENDED:/ xw/78 {erf sa,#’ -'fﬂ;#.-ﬂﬂ-'rr-ﬁ-‘ DEGREE(S): 444 pate: ,{?’#’_,7

SERIAL #: (0-20 VU7X S SODN : /Lgﬁ& wos: 742 #lps.
DATE ARR: J:,I-M' Jaea ) TR H}fﬂf? ConTro/ O FFear i_" -?EK*EF@)
pATE DEPARTED: (el /F#5 HIGHEST RANK IN 306th: / st L7

SERVICE RETIREMENT DATE: Ao or .—-‘f’f & RANK or GRADE: L (sl

DECORATIONS WITH 306TH: J‘i‘rﬁa“i'_ (4 7a Fron

TOPF SERVICE ASSIGHMENT AFTER 306TH: — In';]r-"' | e gfﬁﬂdﬁﬁj -;?F? SFEA
A Py

BPECIAL ASSIGHNMENTS WITH 306TH: — 2”‘-{...

QUESTIONNAIRE
CATERFILLAR CLUE - [RVIRG CHUTE COMPANY

HAME :

COMEBAT JUMP DATE & MISSION:
HEIGHT WHEW BAILED OUT:

ANY TPROBLEMS WITH PARACHUTE:

306th Bombardment Group. SQDN:



Russell A. Strong
2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, Ml 49007
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- 367th, 368th, 368th, 423rd Squadrons, and service orgenimtions
Ther leigh, Bedtordshire, England — September 1042-A,pril 1045

TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

BALTIWORE, #MD.
21204

II HILLIAM B, CABLILE

1304 DAATMOUTH AVE

nr. carl Crozier
Earle Goodwin
Howard Hodges
Williem Horner
Bonald Mecauliffe
Harry MeClellsn
Wayne Stellish
Herbert Vetierman

I tihought you would want to know that Capteln William Peterman,
Senior Flyinz Control Officer, of our tower at Taurleigh passed away
on January 17, 1990, "Pete" nud Leart éisesse compliceted b; diae-
betes, He also wuierweni by-pass Eurgery in September 1988,

Fersonally I wag guite Nappy to work Ior Fete, ne Wwad &R EXCEl-
lent officver ud leader of our tower proup. Unfortunately 1t took
quite a long time to locete him, =nd I did not a2l Out to nilwaukee
vy visit pefare nis ueath,

noge 0 Eed gome O y0u &t San Adtlonio. IT you know of

T eIy
other Tower geople Tustl I nave wissed, please let we Kuow,

.
¥ 0= Mr. Russel Strong, Sed. - 306th B3 4ssn,
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Y 367th, 388th, ZE9h, 423 d Squedrons, and service organizations
Thasrleigh, Bedfordshire, England — Saptember 1942-April 1945

306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

Fepruary 24, 1392

Presigdant

Donald R, Foss |
P.0, Box 307 eal nWbEdE.
Ormaha, ME 658101 o )

i received your note of Feb. 14lh, Wita & copy
¥ice Crasicant of the post ca # the Tamarsck Travel oifer
Forrast J. Stewart for a Septemper 4Jth UHW trig., OSince L am locKed 10
21 Doe Fun Drive with Witte i

ard concerning

, I discarded tlledr oIfer. However, Lhare
The Woodlanos, T4 T73E0 are gome duestions that vome o mind Solosrnlifn-, DUr

Secrafary

Russell A, Strong 1 = dny did we ¢hoose Ausust when i1 would be
5323 Cheval Place gheaper in Septemoery The weather is still
Charlotte, NG 208205 .

Traaslver

C. Dals Bris £ 8 segms to oifgr & lot more
:r:é:,:;'l?l : “:'I’.';pmm value for the Jollar then Wities - evening

Boarna. TX 7E006 Inners, Extra nisnte, losg Ccoal.
¥ = 1 Em pe §200+/nignt at Bedford (no UK
tranaportation inveolved ) for quarters at

%
|
I
B
H
[
Y
v
=

s
.

Aszglatant Treasursr

?jg'écaﬁﬁﬁ: tiie Swan, Tnig seems yuite high for the
hiigon’ Gedrord area, Yes, I am considering uue

Henderson, NV BO014

extras, trips, slé, dinvolved. et s

CHractars the priecs Ior & ni it in Lonaony? ATE ThEY

Rex C. Barber  DOIR L Lile EBdlley

2362 Bouth 1000 West

Syracuza, UT 84041 4 = 1 know Lherg 18 consldelaUle aOludilly To-
I = PBEgT arng

William A. Carlile

1304 Dartmouth Avanus R i

Baflirmare, MD 21234 o = '-T-_'-_'_ U M

George G, Aoberts causes prices Lo 50 down,
4% E0th Siraat

Gultpon, M5 39507 BUFS, TOEBHE #AlMe JUBT B00HE TOO UphnteE t L i 2
mind, Our Trd noEegmE Ty D" WEe ] i1 I -:_..'.|!J. iy DOUT LIl

Victor L. FAbss Nri ik Pgdonos R Lo . L
a1 (L | ] £ L e 2 [ L1y ¥ ne ™ bd Led WE
AL 2, Box 2384 s N i

Vestal, NY 13850 ﬁ . g .
1902 Ravinion Chairmar edd ALl [{;’

preclabed.,

grllyaim Jarllle Joy
P I Rl -

Donald R, Ross P

B
1

-

=

I

"

=
it

e e =y
1592 Heunlon

24-31 August
BediordLondon, England
¢ - —
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Letter to Bill Carlile

A
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| — 367th, 368th, 369th, 423rd Squadrons, and service organizations

Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England — September 1942-April 1945

306TH BOMBIG’!DMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

Secretary/Historian

Author

First Over Germany
?;2335 8:1:\}asitlg?ancge . Command and Staff
Charlotte, NC 28205 Officers, 8th Air
704/568-0153 27 February 1992 Force, 1942-45
Editor
Dear Bill: 306th Echoes

306th Directory

Since receiving your letter of 24 February yesterday, I have tried to reach you
several times. As my time is growing short before leaving for Florida, I have de-
cided to write you instead, and take a flyer at answering your questions.

1. We originally selected the second week in September for the England reunion,
but quickly found out that we could get no accommodations within about a hun-
dred miles of London because of the great Farnborough air show. This is in Eng-
land every other year. So, we backed off into the last week of August, feeling
that this was a better solution than waiting until late September.

2. We think we are offering a good value for the money expended. Remember, the
competitor's offer does not include air fare, and we have locked that in. If
there is any gain for our side that would be reflected in a rebate to those
who are traveling with us. I have just compared our prices with a very simi-
lar trip at much the same time of year and find that we are only pennies apart.

3. Last year we found that Bedford and London hotels are much the same in pricing.

I think the major problem here is that the Swan and Moat House have no competi-
tion to encourage them to hold their prices down. My suspicion is also that bus-
iness is not what they might like, and that they may well have cash flow problems
that they are trying to ease with groups like ours. We might have done better in
Cambridge, but that would have been a poor second to staying in Bedford for our
people. Quotes from the London Cumberland Hotel and from the two Bedford hotels
were much the same. The Cumberland is a very large hotel, good location, and has
excellent food services.

4. We considered three travel agencies: one very helpful small.agency was discarded
because we felt they could not properly staff a trip of our size; a second was
discarded when we found that they wanted to dictate schedules, locations and pro-
gram without much consideration for our plans; and we chose the one we did because
they made a good proposal, they work through a very experienced and good wholesaler,
and they have been prepared to handle the details according to our specifications,
and they are prepared to expend all the staff needed to handle our group.

I have every confidence that these travel professionals will do an excellent job for
us from beginning to end. From my experience with travel groups, I know that there will
be hitches, but I think we will go home having had a good time, and a great 306th
reunion. %
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LT. COLONEL BILL CARLILE
ENLISTED AS AVIATION CADET, MARCH 1942
PROGRESSED THROUGH PILOT TRAINING UNTIL INJURED AND ELIMINATED OCT 42
PICKED TO BE SENT TO BTH AIR FORCE TO STUDY FLYING CONTROL WITH RAF
ARRIVED IN ENGLAND APRIL 1943 WITH 74 OTHER SELECTEES
STARTED TRAINING WITH RAF MAY 1943

GRADUATED FROM WATCHFIELD SEPT 1943
(50% OF THE CLASS FAILED THE COURSE)

COMMISSIONED AS ZND LIEUTENANT

PROMOTED TO 15T LIEUTENANT SEPT 1944
(THANES TCO GENERAL RADER)

RETURNED TO U.E DEC 1945 REMAINED IN RESERVES

RECALLED KOREA AUG 1881
SERVED AS CAPTAIN OM AIR DEFENSE COMMAND

TRANSFERRED TO RETIRED RESERVE FEB 1869

(L BSERLATT THE L4 N TR f;—*‘fffl.]



National Qapital Area Chapter of
The Bighth Air Force Historical Society

SPRING CHAPTER MEETING
CONTROL TOWER OPERATIONS

FORT MYER OFFICERS" CLUB
MAY 23, 1982
CASH BAR TPHM DINNER BPFM
HERBED CHICKEN
FILET OF SOLE
$17.50 PER PERSON
CALL BOB BEATGSON 301-868-2902 FOR RESERVATIONS
SEND YOUR CHECK TC BOB AT:
7813 LOCRIS CT, UPPER MARLEORO, MD 20748
GUEET SPEAKER: LT. COL. BILL CARLILE, USAF (RET)
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CHICKEN FILET OF SOLE







MAIL FILE: JUNE.MST / Last Update: 173

e e [ S PN RS RS SS TS p SR

i
R)!Gﬂrld: 2564

5;%# Name : Carllile, Jr
irst. Name: LTC William R
Name Display LTC William R Carlile, Jr

Company :

Address 1: 1304 Dartmouth Ave
Address 2: —
City: Baltimore &

Stata: "« MD

Zip Code: 21234~ 5933;

Phone: ' [410)668-1577 | H
Fax: ' [ )= HEL

Country Code:

Title Code:

Gander Code: J\

Selection Code: GP aff [}f i

Memo 1: =i%223

Memo 2: f & J

Memo 3: N @ e ﬁ'.g

Memo 4: bﬁ T

Date Entered: & Ly

bate Updated: 16 JUL 92 %

Followup date: Ly AV
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Russall A. Strong, Secretary
A06th Bomb Growp Association
5323 Cheaval Placa

Charloite, NC 28205
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306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

President /é‘/ 20,472

Forrest J. Stewart - -
21 Doe Run Drive JZ,{W M -
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Remember
when it all
seemed S0

simple!

You were home, Safe. Yoo d served your country well,

| And now you could get on with life. And look after your Kids ... and
promise you would pever leave them again.

Where have the vears gone? l
Thal curly-headed girl and skinned-knee boy of yours are grown now

But you've never forgotien how much you missed them while you were away
... and how much you loved them.

And vou love them vet ...

... and now you can show them how much you care with an
exclusive Term Life Plan frenn The American Legion.

So that when the time comes vou must leave once again ... they will have
a part of you. Looking alter them still.

s i e m— — —— A E— i —— S— ja— m— i — P S T— I ErT] E— fi — T e e, e S S, | i S — S— i — S — T— —

FES! Plesse semil me moré information aboud the Term Life
Man Fromi The American Legion. | know there's so oblignlion,

For more informarion about the exclisive Term Life

[ Plan for our meochers of The Aseeicar Degion, ease fill
et DS compem qund gl it The American Legion

| fmmirance Plaes, .0, Box 93124, Des Momes, owa .

5704 Name bl e

| Or call TOLL FREE 1-800-542-5547, Streel Address . Y

Mole: This Plan = st availabic in Soeih Casplies, Yenmusl iad te sesbsnionl T 7
Miginsiois 4 fe M and over i "}- alaie, LI —

AN

SEH- 19830

Plan Adminiziered by Eirke-Yan Oradel, Incorporaged




N T HJCNIONS
'hese Facts?

ave mastered the program
nial falks, mof oue las deew
vk of itl For years seniors
ed that old ape, poor bal
alls g0 hopd-in-hand. Ths
a5 that concept & resl,
put all the detads of her
& systern for semioss into g
sy-io-follow guide, . con-
g shawing exactly how 1o
pe improvement aciviry al
r guite ““How 0 Prevent
pive Gusde o Better Bal-
aigsands of ves from oeed-
Ng ooy Yedr
program has been used suc-
and physical therapists for
atients and Exmily mensbhers.
o you. Mol just apother

and women think growise old means oalting
back on daiiy-activitics for fear of flling, He
swaranter por WON'T fear faling qffer open-
mg iy pwige!

| recommend this book (o all)” says Nobed
Prize winner Dir. Lines Pauling, himsell 4 sen-
inr fm hiis 90's who uses this program as pari of
his duily regimen.

Righl now vou can receive 8 special press run
of “How to Provent Fallss A Comprebensive
Giuide to Betber Babance™ for only 5995 plos
$2.00 postage and handling S1195 total.) I
comes with 2 90 day Money Back Cuarantee. Il
you are dissatisfied in any way, jusl nelamn i in
o} days for o full neland, oo qeestions asked.

HERE"S HOW T ORDER: past prnl ouar
pame and address and ibe words *Prevend
Falls" on a piece of paper and mail it along with
i check or maney order for ondy 51195 10 THE

“TER CO, INC., Publishing Division,

XL, PO, Bax 847, Canlon, OH
154 o MasterCard send card number
iratine date, Act pw, Walk with confi-
THHL. E1W The Leades O o



This month there are
LO0E military reunions
listed on these pages, How-
ever, VETS has informi-
tbon oo mwore - than (0,000
other fseunoens, For infor-
mution on reanions for any
military unit or ship, cafl

(900} 737-VETS
[SR]) T3T-E3ET)

If you koow 1he VETS
Mive-digit number - as-
signed 1o the ship or unit,
plessse give it to the opers-
tor, The number & printed
immediately after the unit
in the magazine. |I you
don’t know the VETS
istmber or havent seen Lhe
ship or unit listed in the
maguazme, YETS opera-

tors may still be able to
prowide you wiith infor-
muatipn. Many unils are
enmibling daily in VETS.
Operalors are on catl
Monday through Friday
from | pim. to 9 pom
Eastern: Standurd Tinse;
from noon 10 8 pom. Cen-
tral Standard Time: from
Il mm. to 7 pom, Moun-
tain Standard Time; and
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Pacific Standard Time
Phone calls cod $1.95 per
minute, amd the average
call fakes fwo minuies or
less, Proceeds help sop-
port Varows yelerans” and
childrens programs: and
seTvices sponsored by The
Armerican Legion,

OUTFIT

REUNIONS
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Dear Huas:

Many tﬂankﬂ IQOr Tealurning my Shnepsnota, now 1 can send toem 1o
8 couple Iriencs who want see them. A couple comments on tae exe
cellent issue oI EKEchoes -

1. The picture of the "rechristening" is printed backwards.
Look at the letter E on the tail and the wriiting (secript)
on the nose is slanted the wrong way - note tne capitsel
leiters are on the end ol tne name instead ol the beginnjing
nl each ward.

2. Right nhand top picture page 6, you are almost correct about
the colora put nmot guite, The yellow indicates (along with
the triangle H) that this is & 3%06th A/0. The horizontal
Btripe does Lndicate 40tn CW, but the color says 350&th,
92nd had same stripe only red and 305 had same stripping
only green, potih had their grouplelters in the same place
we ¢ld, Triangle B 92nd and Triange G for the 305th.

Anyway 1t is a great issue and my compliments to Lhe chef for
producing another masterpiece,

_ If you find time, please send me a Copy of toat photo of
B97 5, tnav we had in the reunion gallery. That ig one battered old
Plane end a true picture of what & WWIl bomber actually looked like,
not thne nice shinny Jjobs depicted in a movie. Any expense to ihe
Asen. Will pe gkadly paid by me, ;
Take care,and stuff yourself with a lot of turkey next week,
& couple zZlasses of vine goes well also.

[

William #., Carlile

P5 Boy has my typing slipped.
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'92 Directory Is Coming (rrom page 1)

pounded by the explosion of FAX machines and other devices demanding many
mare phone numbers in melropolitan areas.

So, both of these essential services have been playing “upset the frult basket,”
and it raises hob with everyone, especially mailers and list keepers.

New Directory Due

Qur 1992 directory should come out in May, and we need your halp!

The Postal Service has been good about sending us changed numbers, but
wa neaed more data from many of you.

We also need 1o have you check your fisting in the 1990 directory and to let
the editor know what you need changed.

I¥ we don't hear from you we must assume that the data we have is correct
as far as your directory entry is concarned, =yl ConTrel

&

Check tha farm below! é‘;{'ﬁﬁ&; 5&_]35 r e e

Mame ﬁl“{"/rf{f'f-?m "f? Cﬁ?#’-—:"i_a.-ﬂ_qf ToL (L?t:_}

Address _ﬂﬁ"? g@r"‘?ﬂ'f'??ﬂf-"ﬁ Py ﬁ?g@-“ =
CMJ’J o) Cbs-/1537 (:i'.u:-. Corrla

g:,.m : o #ﬁﬁ-z”ﬁ e, Ml 2)39-J95
Can you give us the four-number addition to your zip code? (Look on one of
vour utilty bills for this, if you cant remembsar it).

On that street address, please designale whether it is St, Ave. Biwd., Road,
etc. Rural robtes AND box numbers need to be spelled out. In the alpha listing
of the Directory, be sure your unlt designation is corect That's the one that counts.
(f you were placed in the wrong listing under organizations. don worry about
it. We plan o get it right this time. ]

Other data we will store away for possible later use:

T

Wile's first name e ——
Your bithdate Avevit 20 #z2o
Social Security #§ .t [ —E F— J 7 S5

_ e fri o #r'#/rﬁ.!"ﬁ L2
Retirernant date/place of employment/jab titke

Sinaricii | e dipsr
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1992 England Trip

'Reunion Sets Big Schedule
For Thurleigh and London

Fifty years ago next September, the
306th Bomb Group flew into history, with
its arrival in England for combat duty with
the U.S. 8th AF. That signal event in
aviation lore will be recalled once again
in August when the men of the 306th,
their spouses families and friends will
join in a reunion visit to Bedford, the old
base at Thurleigh, Madingley cemetery
at Cambridge, and to the venerable city
of London.

Specific details of the trip were

Two options are being offered for
those participating in the main trip: A.
being to spend two nights in Bedford,
at either the Swan or Moat House hotels,
which lie across the Ouse River from
each other at the bridge; or, #2. to spend
four nights at Bedford and the remainder
in London. Group A will go on to London
after the visit to Duxford, a WWII airfield
that served both the RAF and USAAF
and which has been restored as a WWIl
field.
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 —— 367th, 368th, 360th, 423rd Squadrons, snd service organimtions
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306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

December 10, 1994
WILLIAM R, CRARLILE
130& DARTHOUTH AVE
SGALTIMORE; MOa

£1d 3%

Degyr Husa:

Fifty years ago the Battle of the Bulge occurred - this was a
very emotional periocd for our aircrew personnel. As I recall tae
Qificer's in the Junior Officer's Mess and I am sure in the GI and
Senior Officer's messes - were all wondering when we would get orf
to nelp the people on the ground, As you know thaet happened on
Christmas Eve and justi about eéveryone involved in the pperation
knew Christmas dinner would be delayed. So in hopes you might want
to include something in the next lssue of cchoes, here's the ledger
contentes of that mission Irom the conirol tower outloox., I Lave
taken the liberty of"digesting" it for sake of space., Hope you

approve:
ik B )
SUNDAY DECEMBER 24, 1944 (Lt. Haworth on duty)(Carlile at 0800)

0630 Hrs, - Briefing - 51 aircraft (4 sgquadrons plus ¥ spares)
Takeoff times 0946, 0956, 1002 and 1008 - call sigus Fox-
hole Baker (12 A/C) and Foxhole Dog (36 4/C)
0800 - Cn duty Lt, Carlile
1118 - Last Ops A/C off - 42384 "B"and "M" fmiled to take-oIf.
1525 = Diversicn airfield is Pramlingham - our weather will decide
if diversion field to be used - per IER 1lst EBD.
Note = several fighter a/c landed at thie time due to
bad weather, Buru &
1640 = Airfield weather ¥ Fed - Divn. and Ups informed.
1705 - Foxnold Baker a/c Framlingham fep Diveksiod, {
Poxhole Dog &/c drverted to Great aahfia%%,f'""‘ w
1740 #M7c 407 P %pilut Hoper) ant¥%c04 A (pilot/Fowler) landed
at Cranfield - Primary bombed with bombs right on target.
Intelligence, Lst BD and Grp, Opa. informed.
1605 - IBD informs 368th 250 N landed Wattisham, slight flak damage.
411 concerned informed. (Lt..Klein now duty 49 FCO,
1900 - 367th Q Afc 6B3% Pilot,Martin/landed at Wing,A/C shot up
crew OK. A/C 323 - '1ut)m: lner landed Ridgewell - ag

| ghao oo
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2300 A1l a/c accounted for as follows - per Lt. Carlile

Bury S5t., Hdmunds ila/c
Debach 18
Framlingham 11
Cranfield 2
Wattisham 1
Wing 1
Hidgewell 1
Horham 2
Great Ashfiield LB
43

December 25, 1944 (Chrisimas Day)

0915 - Grp. Ops. reguests we call all statlions where our afcames are
with exception of Cranfield, Wing and Debach, and tell crews
to remain at atatlions where thney are. Reguested 1BD to make
these calls for ua ,- :Egy wikl,

Decemper 26, 1944 LB
T&00 - Airl‘i%ld"l'cgﬁ ar 1o
1000 - CQol. Mustoeradviges return ops a/c - divn., informed -

called Bury S5t. Edmunds and Pramlingham.
1400 - 14 4/C have landed
1625 - airfiela closed due to weathner - cslled grp. ops and uivn.

December 27, 1944 - jﬁéﬂ
0730 = Field ice covered - vigibility spbut 1300 yards.

OB05 - Calied 1BED (per regueat of Capt.' NickldBff) to alert crews
at Framlingham, Debach and Bury 5t, Edmunds to TR &t our
call

0300 - Maj."Witt says return all afe to station - 1BD informed.

1655 - All 306th a/c have landed that are returning.

{Note- will stop here - but the log records taat not all

a/¢c returned at this time due to weather at diversion
etations, battle damage, etc., - those that could apparently
reiturned later. We must have gotten enough a/c back because
a4 mission went oif on December 28th, Webw 1944 at 0937 ars.

Russ-hope you can use some of this for Echoes, it was a most inter
esting period at Thurleigh, with the British Weather at its

wnratMmuMa. — e T dens MW-”LM -
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FATAL GUNNERY MISSION - MARCH 7, 1945 - AT "THE WASH"

Following is the recorded event as written up in the Flyingz Control
log book for that date. Officer's on duty in the tower at that time
were Lta. Carlile and Elpise.

1620 Hrs.

16%5 Hr=.

1640 Hrs.

1800 Hrs,

1820 Hrs.
1900 Hra.

Subject Leader of practice formation informs that one
¢erew had bailed out at Position 5%:13%N - 00:46E. Division
and Group Ops informed, Inatructed one of our afec to
circle and transmit on sir-sea rescus channels. A/C
cireling is #4353 M of the 367th Sgd.

Divn., reguests we have afc circle and transmit on
D=Dog Channel. Eating L-Love was contacted and he is
going to circle spot. A& PEY is supposed to be on: the
WaYy .

Eating L Love reports & boat is headed toward position
firing flarea. Ops informed. They want entire crews
toc Intelligence Library.

Last formation a/e landed with exception of S08 J who
was cireling 302 i. "J" contacted and is returning
to base,

Division informs us 3 crew members have been picked
up by Catalinas. HNo further details. Group notified.
Crew of &/¢ 908 J reported to tower., Informetion
obtained as follows - It appeared that a/c 302 Z was
fired on by another B-17. When 302 went out of con-
trol 10 chutes were seen to open. They followed ship
until it crashed in the water. 4 group of five men
were seen parachuting tozether, but could not follow
them down to the water. After circling scene, two
men were seen in the water. A/C 908 dropped dingys
to them, taking notice that one man did reach dingy.
After cirecling for 15 minutes an air sea rescue craft
picked up two (2) survivors. HRadio contact was made
to rescue craft from a/c 908 and they said pilot
Stanley Burns and Bombardier Joanson were picked up.
Immediately after observing cresh, coordinetes were
sent to "colgate" - 53:07N - Q0:49E. Catalina was
cbserved landing in the area. Before 508 left, they
searched area thoroughly seeing no one. At this time
there was & thick haze near the water. Lst Bomb
Division notified.

1920 Hrs. - Crew of 908 reported to Grp. Ops.

Russ - As I recall 908 was circling low and 443 was circling high
to maintain contact with Thurleigh., I know we_ had two a/fc
circling. Bill C.

;lnl{r[l uELLLLE.L

1L

A % ot drwr wtews fo he 302

‘Dmd*:r !Q/H-O‘T‘f The Sad.



Feb. 11, 1945

1035 -

1315

1355
1445

1523 -

XX628
1620 -

908 J landed on continent - Reported by Division (note
this)was only one of about five that landed away on this
date

908 J - 367th Sqd. - Pilot Field attempted to return to
field from continent. Signal Mortor, all kinds of flare
fired - A/C tried to home in on beam but was unable To

do so. Division gives Denethorpe as diversion station.
Major Witt OK'd diversion.

A1l information concerning Denethorpe given to A/C,
coordinates, etc. Division to notify us on landing.
Division informs 908 has not yeat landed at Denethorpe,
asks we send message to A/C in clear asking him to switch
to "A" channel VHF. Message given to HF/DF for trans-
mission.

908 J remturned here and landed. A/C landeéd very long and
ran off end of R/W 24, and hit two high light poles dam-
aging left wing and flap. Capt. Nicklehoff in tower at
time. Wind ESE 13, viz 2500 yards and cloud base 300 Ft.
A/C was told to "go around" but could not. All concerned
notified, crash crew and ambulance sent when A/C was seen
to nose up. High lights and sodium lights on, magnesium
flare burning in- -front of tower.

A/C 908 had landed at Lille Ven Vevrelle, an RAF Mosquitp
pase. WX report given to the A/C before he left was as
follows - 2 to 4 mile visibility €&/10 cloud at 2000 ft.
Division asked for and was given this weather report.



3 Pebruary 1995
Dear Bill:

1 should be chastised for not informing you that the box

of Tower books arrived very quickly, as I would have ex~ ,
pected them too I was surprised that they made it so quickly,
but I do have a lot of faith in the Priority Mail idea. I use
it for new members and for other things and am alwaye happy
with the results.

You will note in the January issue of Echoes, now in the mail,
a tribute to the Con trol Tower stuff from an outagide expert.
He thought it was great reading.

I have a number of items that have not been used, so you will
be seeing them from time to time in Echoes.

It gives all of us, who dared not venture up the steps, a
glimpse of amother corner of Thurleigh. My old pilot, Milton
Adam, was penalized once for calling Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister “a
goddamned liar" in a crew meeting one afternoon. He had to work .
nights in the control tower for a week and couldn't fly combat(!).:
He thought it a great experience, and said he'd often wondered '
Bow a control tower worked.

Hope to see you in Knoxville. There are problems at the moment
in Las Vegas, with a big battle going on two between two major
gaming corporations as to who is going to buy the Hacienda Hotel,
vhere we have the contract for '97. Hemnessy is monitoring the
situation.
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367th, 363th, 360th, 423rd Squadrans, and service orgenimtions
Thurlsigh, Badfordshire, England — September 1042-April 1845

TH BOMBARDRMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

BRLTI4ORE, MO.

HILLIA™ B, CARLILE
1334 DARTHOUTH AVE
21238

Dear Busgsa:

Jan, 30, 1937

Many thangs Tor sending the i'ii-._'il'.'l'-.'.Ll'-l'i on the coming Thurleigh
Crlp o me, Udlﬁﬂtuu::elg, gince receivi the packaze 1t looks es
though I will not ove able to ﬂ&n&mlL A you ktow I &m going to
movYe into A FetlTement complex,&8nNd TXBthe selline of my préescnl home,
Lhe eettlement, etc., &ll of which will come about Lhet Time. I
aeven't given up the laea aAnrd 1T 1 can make 1T, ocvlieve me, I will
i Imagine a last minute arranZement coul e made, as you know I
NEY ear friend in Englend and we can always g0 up to Bedfoxd

Echoes, Jjus

will 11 ol U= .-__;vtlfll-
the control Tower.
gl]l kinds of westher, both
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a note and I'll do whatever
dozen of us now on your
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might just save your life.
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37 31's worked 24 hoars & day and in
the Tower gnd out on the eirfield
G M BOMe Names, Z1vVae .‘:I‘E

t0 supply

'_'i;:iJ. Ve Ltherg 18 BLoUt Two

st Ehe same, Juat nad gaother im-
rarmone tnet deters thne spread

cost of sach implant (1500.00) it
o through this every three months,

by & oone scan ond/or an MRI. Bugzest
of illness, very sneaky. 1 car only
eck up sloms with tine PSA blood tesk,

n@ggards

Ate

Bill O=rlile
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3 Pebruary 1997
Dear Bill:

Got your letter today, and hasten to reply. I don't know why, but
that's one way of getting it off my desk!

Yes, I imagine you could join our trip at the last minute, but you might have to
supply your own air tramsportation, and meet us in Bedford. You know the way. They
close out our ailr transportation pretty fast.

Please send me the list of your people on the mailing list, so we can be suee to
target them for the reunion. Hope you can make it. We will include all ground per-
sonnel, and let the flyboys cool their heels a bit. We also need to pick up some
stuff that should have been done at Las Vegas, but wasn't. Hennessy, et al, dropped
the ball a bit there, and made a few people made.

Was interested in your physical problem. My brother-in-law had cryosurgery in Pitts~
burgh about three years ago. His cancer spread elsewvhere, but they were able to con-
trdl that, at least at the moment. We will be going to Florida shortly to spend wifew
days with them and will probably find out more about how he is doing.

At my annual physical I ask for the PSA, and someone always says, "but they won't pay
for that." To which my remponse is 'Who the hell cares?' just do it, and 1'll gladyy
pay the cost of it just for the peace of mind. My scores to date hjve been pleasingly
low. My oldest brother, now 82, had some problems about three years ago, and they
treated him with chemo (probably because he was a chemist in real life), and he seems
to be doing o.k.

Sherman said "War is Hell," but at that time he didn't know what growing older was all
about. He found out later, I imagine.

Hope all good things come your way in the months ahead,
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Lear Husa:

Maay shenks for the gquick aneswer to my letter. I will s180 aBewWer
E“lff}ﬁ B0 i can gel on with maxing the IRS happy by sending Lhem
my 1396 Form 1040.

_ Here are the people on ithe 306th roster that I can recell as
0@lng in tne Conirol Tower - Al Bradbury (FCO), Paul Campoell {CIK)
Relpn Cain (CARAVAN OFR,), #Wm. Cerlile (¥CO), dyron Clarke (RaDIO
UPR), Al Conrad (FCQ), Carl Crozier (CLK), barl Goodwim (CLK),
Howard Hodges (FLARL FATH Chew), Bob Klein (FCC), Don lawley (FLaR:
FATH CRaW ), Harry MeClellan (RADIO OPr ), William Nfbl;un QQLRS,
nomeld Meiuliffe (CLK), Wayme Stellish |(CAHAVAN OFR) and Herbert
Vetterman (nADIC OPR), There was ome more that was in last JERC{B
address list - George Bass (FOO) - but I could find no record in
Lie current book - Zuess he's gone [MIA. Of course, there are tae
deceased, but I shall not include tanem aere. Checked tanis list with
both Stellisn ant Vetterman, neitner could come up with Iuriher
names, One name we sll seemed to remember, opuy could amoct say oe
WeEs in the Tower = Ray Overstreet (367Tth), you might want to look
into hig name, can't remember anyone Irom tae 6Tth bDelns in toe
tower,

Tnis morning made my down payment lor the place ian the nKetire-
ment Village. DPloving is scheduled late May to mid Jume, Ioesn't
look <ood for the Thurleigh trip in May. Am, Lowe¥er planning to
attend Orlando in November, If thimge work out, my old friemd from
gngland will sls0 oe Joimimg in oo the fum.

Regards .

Bill

P5: - Glad you are receiving good PSA reports - dom't let taal
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LACKKELS FRUM A 1TALK DI BlLlL VARLILILE UN
FLYING CONTROL IN BRITAIN DURING WW II

* when I was asked to talk about flying control in the 8th AF, I didn't
aknow exactly what to tell you. Among his many and varied duties, the
flying control officer was first and foremost an air traffic controller
at base level. However, since most of you know that the air trarfic
controller is the voice from the tower telling you to go around when
on final approach, at least one engine feathered and running of gaso-
line fumes, I decided to keep that part to a minimum. lnstead I will
try to tell you little of the history of British flying control as I
know it, how a group of us were selected for the training, a good bit
about that training, and perhaps throw ina tale or two.

Early in the war the RAF found~g;gz/had problems controlling their
aircraft, particularly at night, due to lack of experience in night
flying, black-out conditions, radio silence, German intruder aircraft,
weather, etc. Many of the returning night operational aircraft were
losing their way and ending up in a Brussel sprout patch instead of an
airfield. Much thought must have gone into designing the system, It
was fairly simple, yet did a fantastic job. The RAF people came up with
a runway lighting system that could ontyrbe seen on final approach, an
outer circle of lights that led you to the runway in use, an angle of
glide system that permitted a pilot to make a proper landing final
approach. They also had a system for navigating around blacked out
2ritain, caliéd pundits and occults. These were mobile bright lights

tzat flashddmorse codes, one being red the other white. The red one,

|

called pundit, was always withya couple miles of an airfield. Naviga-
tors were always briefed on the locations of these lights before any
night flying would take place. Remember the darky system? You had
temporarily lost your position, just call "Darky" using the proper pro-
cecures, anian airbase would answer you. They could them offer you
landing instructions, tell you where you were, or give you a course

for home. The darky facilities used a common frequency throughout
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Sritein. Anotner inovation the RAF had was the signal square in front
o} the control tower. This square showed the status of the field in an
easily read system of signals. The field ID was indicated by a lar:e
two letter display (TL was Thurleigh). There was a landing T to indid#T¢
landing direction. A smaller bright red square was in the signal area
jﬁéindicateﬂghe status of the rield, serviceable, unserviceable, and
denoted this information by yellow stripes placed on it. Beams were
availavole for instrument approaches. Rockets, signal mortars and flzres
were nanay to attract the attention of wandering aircraft as needed. There
1g consiGerably more to the flying control system, but as you can sece
tr.e XAF came up with a workable system that was quite remarkaole at

that time,.

' How did one get selected for this type of air force duty? In my
case, unfortunately, was to be washed out of pilot training with a

lot of flying hours. The air force took a dim view of landing their
twin engine aircraft ten fee t in the air, they bend. I had lost my
depth perception (temporarily) in an athletic accident and did not

know it., Thought my head was harder than that. I have always felt that
after being eliminated from flying train;?g)ehwb-the only place the air
force was gZoing to let me go was toﬁflgfng control school. Apparently,
about the time I washed out, a request for flying control candidates
must have been sent to the various unassigned pools where poor souls
such as we were sent, Whatever duty I tried for)the answer was NO.
Navigator, bombardier, gunner, admin.officer, the answer was always

NC. ©One day I was called before an officer, he discussed my previous
training, the requests made for other air training etc., which he
laughingly noted had been refused, all very casually. Suddenly he asked

"would I go overseas right now?" what else could one say under the cir-

cumstances, but "YeS", I was then told I would go overseas, go to
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' schdol and if successful become a 2nd Lt. The joker being he would not
‘tell me where, when or what it was all about. Anyway 75 of us were se-
lected, and in a very short time were on our way to England. Only after
arrival did we find out what our lot was to be. Now we were about %o
begin our training.

After we arrived in England, our group was split up and parcelled
out in pairs for some prg-schooling at the various RAF bases. With
only two "Yanks" per baseaﬁﬁth about 3000 people in blue uniforms, it
was a bit lonely. Fortunately for me, a British RAF Corporal &lso
taxing the same course offered his friendship - took me to his home
shortly after we met. That gentleman and I have been friends since
1343, and I'm égg;% over to see him iﬂqggéggéﬁovéo we have a friendsaip
thet is noﬁﬁzgt?ears 0ld - not all things are bad in war.

The first month at the RAF base was a look and see type of tning.
Wnen they thought we had learned something about flying control by
doing thne various :iuties, we were sent to school. The RAF had set up
a couple of schools, and I went to a place called Watchfield, not too
far from Salisbury. Incidentally a very lovely part of England. I
think this was the toughest school I have ever attended.

Subjects at the school were taught in a classroom atmosphere
followed by putting all our training into practical use. In these
class room periods we studied flying control, navigation, weather, com-
munications, codes and a number of other subjects. The flying control
curricuium consisted of proper aircraft control procedures for local
airfield ccntrol, airfield lighting, airfield inspection, use of the
various documents furnished the tower (both secret and non-secret),
diversion of aircraft, foul weather landing and take off procedures, Anp
how to use the various signalling devices (rockets, flare guns, signal

mortar and signal lamps). During this part of our training we also

became familiar with the codes used by the RAF (Morse, Bomber Code,
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and the Q codea). All of us are familiar with the morse codes, g0 I
won't o intc them except to say we were regquired to read this code
at a certain number of characters per minute. The bomber code was a
gecret code tnat changed every day and consisted of two letters for
egch letter of the alphabet, plu; gome two letter codes for special
words that would normally be sent to & bomber aircraft - #uch as the
HEFﬂ”HEEtEEEIMLﬁht be AH*”return to haséhmight be AX ete, This code
wag Lairly esay 1o break, thus & new code each and every day. The HaAF
knew the Lerman could break the codes, but by the time they did,that
pariicular Eﬂdﬂfﬁ;sﬂut-ﬂf-d&tﬂ. The @ codea consisted of three letters,
for each particular item involved. Nothing that I can think of at this
lime was considered secret - QDM had to do with a course for an air
craft to sieer, UFE had to do with altireter setting, There were
juite a number of these J codes and we had to memorize most of them. gfﬁnfT'

-TUr the pf;c:iCal end of the flying control Course our school had
8 mock=up ef = control tower. Inside were all the things thnat Yuu wouald
tind in & real tower, radios, télephones, lighting panels, etec, This
was tae time they found out who would stay and whe would Le gripped out.
It wes bugged in such a way our instructors could hear even our most
trivial conversations. All of the students had to take part, aomepody
was Ilying conirol ofificer, another the radlo sperator, ete, Our total
tlsass was broken down into smaller groups and led like sheep into this
cressure cooker. I had the dubious honor of being the first FCO in our
little group. When we first entered into this tower we were expected
Lo go through all of the preliminary actions as taught to us in claas,
i.e., cneck with operations, weather, intelligence, ete., just to get
tne srift .set up and running., Then the real fun hegan.

It started off rather slowly, an aircraft cailed in for landing

instructions. The airecrart landed went directly to dispersal, no
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.problem. About that time I smelled a rat - The Royal Air Force did

not put all of us through all that school room study just to tell an

;’

aircraft the proper runway to use. Was I right, vecause then anDthere /

ail nell breke loose. A major air raid on our airfield began to take
place, and with complete sound effects. You could«ﬁggﬁ-machingfgun
fire, bombs bursting, anti aircraft guns going off, the whole works.

And, of course, there were no diversion stztions available, and all

aircrart calling in were either very short of fuel or damaged by enemy {

action - all rejyuiring immediate landing. All tne action was zreatly
speeded up. What would normally take ten or fifteen minutes such as

crenging ¢o another runwey, putting down a minimum flare path, you

might be allowed two minutes. As fast as you took corrective action |

i
/

the enemy would bomb whatever you did. This was a no-win situation

for the students, and it was planned that way, fhe instructors were
B '\——\

-—

—— !

more interested in your actions and reactions tnan letting you come
"

to a happy solution.
—

~All this action was not without a bit of comedy. I remembder the
sergeant out in the caravan calling in and wanting to go to the Naffi
(RAF Red Cross Club) for a cup of tea. Of course, that reguest had
to be denied. Parmer Jones called informing us that he had captured
a German pilot and would we please come and get him because it was
milking time. A 'phone call to the Air Police solved this problem.

de were really worked over in tais mack up tower. Finally when

they knew you were getting pretty "beat", a huge explosion and crash
was heard, then silence. Three RAF officers came out of door laughing
and informed us that we had surfered a direct bomb hit and we were
all dead. Now there was an immediate critique that lasted about 30

mirutes, wnere we found out what we did right and what we did wrong.

e

}

)

|

-
N ——
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So we went back to classes for more studies until exams rolled
around.

The RAF also tried to teach us to be navigators. We had considerable
sround school and quite a bit of actual flying. We studied the various
types of map projections, such as the Mercutor, worked at plotting
ccurses on maps, using various weather conditions as furnished by our
ever present instructors. when it came time tor us to fly we were
put 1in an aircraft called an Anson. You haven't lived until you have
rad a flight in an Anson. It was an old fabric covered twin engine
aircraft, probably one of the earliest RAF light bomber aircraft. I
saw a picture of one when it was used as an operational aircraft, it had
a huge big "bird cage" type turret on the rear of the fuselage, with
what I surmised was a drum fed lewis gun in it. OQur aircraft, of course,
nad been converted for training purposes and about five of us went up
in these things at one time. One thing I remember about the aircraft
was the vibration as it flew, If you had to draw a straight line on a
map, you were lucky to get it done,

First off they took us up and let us navigate around southwestern
sreat Britain. This wasn't very difficult since we flew at fairly
low altitudes, in decent weather, and &=amEssEae use of the excellent
English maps. These maps were much better than we used when I was in
pilot training here in the USA, very good a?d accurate details. Then
we went up at night. Trying to navigate g@h airplane at night over
blacked-out England, was like flying through ink. Of course, we had
been briefed as to the wind direction, various navigational lights on
the ground and best of all)a pilot who probavly had flown that
particular course about a hundred times. This training was great <nd
we seemed to enjoy it. However, flying late at night and school all

day, makes for a long long day.



" We had a pretty good weather course at Watchfield. We were required
to construct weather maps from various data supplied, barometric pressures,
isobars, fronts all had to be plotted. They would take us outsice and
show us the various types of clouds in the sky. The weather in kngland
was so changeable, that you usually had a good selection to look at
every day. The course was apparently aimed at giving us an idea what
to expect from the weather, so we could be prepared to cope with it when
we were sent to our ré?ective bases, The RAF and USAAF both had excellent
weather people that kept the flying control officers well informed, but
#nowing what the other guy is talking about always helps.

The three subjects mentioned h@?8¥ﬁ were our primary subjects. I
remember reciving instruction in proper communication procedures, being
tested on being able to read morse code and perhaps a few other things
that the RAF people felt we should know.

This brings us to the final examinations. I think we were tested
on about five subjects, and all examinations were written, no multiple
choice questions. The exams were long enough and thorough enough that
tne written portion took two days to complete, a real grind. The night
before the examination period was to start,and we were all about to do
some last minute review; wno walks in but our RAF adviser. He took away
all note books and texts, with the comment "if you don't know it now you
aren't going to learn it tonight? All of us, including the RAF officer
tnen adjourned to the local pub and had a party.

Our notebooks were returned after the tests with the suggestion it
would be well to review any areas werfelt needed brushing up. This was
excellent advice.

Shorty after the written tests were oveg,and I am sure reviewed and
marked as to passing or failurg)we were called before a board consisting
of two RAF officers and an Amefican officer. e were given an oral ex-

. . . . CULR
amination, and sure enough the questions asked were some of #ke weak
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points on the written tests. Standing before a board such as this is not
.an éasy thing to do, particularly when you realize your future probably
cepends on your answers, and it did. It took these gentlemen about
15 minutes of questioning before thney told Corporal Carlile he had
passed the course and in due time would be commissioned a 2Lt. Some
of our people were in that room for almost an nour, and many of those
a41d not pass the course, thus no commission. A little more than half
of the 75 who started on the long journey that began in California made
the grade.

#ithin a very short time we were commissioned and azZain sent back
tc the RAF base we had originally visited., It was great to go back and
sece some of the people you had been drinking beer with and they were
all very happy we had succeeded. Unfortunately at that RaF base we
were not allowed to drink beer with the EM's, About a month later I
was summoned to London (8th AF Hg.) for reassignment to a.basé within
the &6th airforce. Unfortunately to the 92nd Bomb Group.

I found out very quickly that not ull American bases accepted the
concept of flying control., At Podington tney wanted little if any-
taing to do with someone without a pair of silver wings on their
crhest telling the 92nd pilots what to do. For a couple of months all
I did was waste time, we weren't even allowed into operwtions. The
operations people would call up ana tell us whuat runway to use, take
off time. Finally one of the operations officers would hand the Senior
flying Control Officer a list of the aircraft and pilots so we could
list .hem on the operations board in the control tower. Rinz3ry On
one of those lovely winter days that Britain if£ famouS for - rain, fog,
etc. - everyone was justi;standing around doing little if anything,
unfortunafely we were trying to land an operational mission return.

As 1 recall)the aircraft were having one heck of a time lining up on

final approach, overshooting the final turn, undershooting the final
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‘turﬁ-to 1and. I told the curavan operator to fire yellow llares down
trne runway when he saw an aircraft turning on rinal approach, which he
did. This was a trick the RAF suggested we do in bad visibility to
nelp aircraft line up ior landing. As soon as the flares were fired
tne operations people asked who was responsiole £R§ the I'lure tiring,.
Wwren tney found out it was me, they proceded to peel the skin off my
tzck side for about ten minutes. Later I asked the Senior FCO what
I nad done wrong. His answer "you didn't do anything wrong, you' just
forgot to ask permission." The next day I received orders to be trans-
ferred away. Should have done something like that sooner. The orders
sent me to the 306th 3G at Thurleigh, and it was going from hell to
heaven!

At Thurleigh it was just the opposite, not only did tney accept
the flying control concept, they insisted on it. Instead of doing next
to notning, you were required to keep a check on the weather, suggest to

Qperations the direction of take-off or landing, sometimes they would

disagree with you, but you had to keep them advised. The 306th had a
system of operational take-off that required the planes to get air-
torne in formation order. Perhaps some of the other groups had this
same requirement. What this meant was that the FCO would go down to
Operations pick up the aircraft numbers and their position in the
formation, return to the tower and get down to work putting together
the taxy plan. When I first started doing this early in 1944, the
group was only putting up about 18 aircraft en any given mission. We
would go to the general priefing and present this taxy plan orally to
the pilots, by using a rather large map of the airfield. When the
taxy briefing was Over we continued the short briefing by pointing out
the anticipated visibility, wind directions, any possible obstructions

around the base, icing areas on the taxy-ways, etc., at time of take off.
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.Latér when we went up to 36 or more aircraft per mission, we discontinued
tne oral taxy and take-orff briefing. In it's place we had a little map
of the airfield printed with ample room for writing the individual air-
craft taxy plans. We continued the oral briefing for wind, visibility,
etc. It was amazing how well the taxy plan would work. The planes could
be seen moving about the taxy track, stopping occasionally to let another
craft out of dispersal then moving on. In the dark the red and green
running lights could be seen with an occasional flick of landing lights
to indicate a plane should come :<out of dispersal., Taking off in forma-
tion order, of course, made it considerably easier for the group to formate,
and this also saved fuel for later on, a big plus.

de were also required to handle the various kinds of clearances for
cross country flights, local flights (these were verbal), and RON's.
Usually the squadron or group operations would call, give us the informa-
tion needed, one of our people would make out the clearance in full (in-
cluding visiting field call sign, weather at destination, etc.). Snould
there be any doubt as to the weather,the pilot g@ould consult with the
weather office also in the tower,

Flying Control had the natural duty to see that the airfield lighting
sysjems were maintained and operated properly, the same for the base
radio facilities. Normally the tower radios were supposed to have about
@ ten or fifteen mile range. Ours were a bit more powerful, many times
I have eld conversations with aircraft over the Wash - about 100 miles
from base. One day a pilot friend of mine came back from a mission with
a litile piece of paper in his hand. He asked if we landed a certain
aircraft at such and such time and gave me the call sign. Sure enough
it was up on the "OPS" board. He was on the bombing run at Stetin when

that occurred. Of course that was a freak known as skip distance,
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_» Being a Flying Control Officer was a very interesting job, G,
“Since the tower was in operation 24 hours a day, all personnel were
excluded from extra duty. You got to know many of the pilots and navi-
gators as friends. You tock local flights with them so they would know
you cared about the provlems of flying aircraft over the British 1sles.
Thg alr crews appreciated this and they knew we were always open for
su:gestions to improve the services rendered to them. Quite a few
problems were solved down at the mess over a glass of scotch, rather
than going through operations, I'm glad to say we had a very good rela-
tionship with the pilots. Many of those guys are friends of mine today.

Our biggest problem was the weather. When the weather was bad the
aircraft would break formation at our buncher and return to the field on
an individual basis. If this occurred, not only your airbase was re-
turning one by one but so was everybody else in your neighborhood. It
was nol uncommon to see four or five different group tail markings in
the traffic pattern. This led to wall to wall airplanes flying around
in bad weather, a very difficult,and)I am sure,quite scary for the air
crews, Under these circumstances I can only congratulate the crews
for superb air discipline.

When the weather was OK the group came back to the field in forma-
tion. One squadron at a time would leave the buncher on a prearranged
schedule and approach the field in the direction of landing. Over the
base six aircraft would peel out of formation and land, the remaining
six doing a 360 degree turn coming back over the field and the also
peeled off and landed. The peel off maneuver seemed to particularly
please the pilots - probably made them feel a little like fighter
pilots. "As this second six planes peeled off, the next twelve was
ayoroaching and followed the same procedure. This action continued un-

il the entire group had landed.

dien the groups took off or landed at their base they were required
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to-follow prescribed corridors., I can see a resemblance of this in our
Amgfican air traffic control system in use today with its use of the
various airways. it

One of the dutiés of the Flying Control Officers at Thurleigh was to
prief new pilots and navigators on the RAF system of flying over and
around the British airspace. We also had to let them know the various
rules for operating at Thurleigh, and mostly they paid close atteution
to what we told them. We always talked to them near a map of the field
so they could keep themselves oriented during our talks., I don't know
what tne other officers did but one of the things I pointed out was the
rather larze valley at the/égd of RW 24, this teing the most used direc-
tion of take off. I sugsested they take a look at that valley. I did
tris for the simple reason that should theylaose an engine on take off
they would know the ground was falling away from them and it was not
necessary to try to climb with the possibility of a stall and crash.
In the tower you could hear the engines fail as they made a take off
run, in all probability before the pilots knew it. One day after we had
started getting the unpainted planes;, one of them started down RW 24 and
gggaengine started banging, engine failure. .ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ%iﬁﬁe aircraft contin-
ued its take off run and flew straight out over the valley and slowly
went out-of-sight as it lost a little altitude. We waited,but there was
no indication of a crash, no. explosion, nothing. This was one of the
rilots 1 had briefed on the use of that valley. It saved thedgzigilife
and an airplane, 1 was very pleased at this turn of event. The only
problem was the Eggggﬁgggg%étisoned his bombs in train and I don't think
anyone ever found them. Later in the day I went down to the mess and
%@g the pilot and commented on his take off. He informed me that my
valley is really peautiful when one gets a close view of it, he had

remempered my briefing.

Okay folks, that's it.

(a question period followed)




THS PARIC A0OM - Training of & Flging Control Offiecer

' I was one of the {lying control officers (tower) for the %0oth
Bomb Grp. locazed at Thurleigh, England. To get tonis kind of duty
one pad to survive an exiremely comprenensive snd cihallenging qurnﬁﬂﬂgn
to five month course giver by the HAF. The echool I attended Jaa§:EIT
an eirfield called wWwatchfield (near Salisbury). The courses SlVan
ware .he practices z=nd procecures of flying control, navigation,
weatner, communications and peverul otaer courses of lesser im-
pnrtanca.ff%uhaects were taugnt in a no-nonsense ClessSroom alaoE-
phere. FPractical applicaticns were done Dy having students navi-
£ate olé "anson" pombers arcund England votn day and night, you
also made and used weatner maps from data supplied by toe weasner
people, etc. For tne practical applicetion of flying control the
AnF ned devised a mock control tower, into this tower tney fed
verious ana devious scenarios that we tne students hed to npandle
quickly ano efficiently as possible.

Here's my story of my test im tue "Punic Hoom". Thne tlme frame
ol tnis action was about 30 minutes - at the time it seemed like

forever:

i FOr = = = = = TTRRT AT TED Mbrs ol Mags— 4
OF Syeaci AMY Colt Wl T Somoe
aF Preg FiVE. =THis T TRy OF

“ Lol Keans W

And 80 we weni back to Turther classroom studies awaiting tne
dreaded final examinatione. The written finals tock over Two days
to complete. Most gueationa requiring & narralive anawer witn very
few true and false answera. If you mapased To survive tihese exzms
along witn your panic room stint, jou then faced an oral exaa beiore
8 ithree ofricer board. Here you learned your fate, pass or failure.
I was Jucky and passed, only about nalf of tne original group of 75
Who e the trip ocverseas made the grade. I ao not recall opearing
now ] made out on any of ithe tests,only toat 1 hed satislactiolily
passed Tie course and would recelve a commission a8 & Znd Lisutenant.
I do xnow one thimg, tne “"panmic room" wei hed neavily 1n tne Linal

results, we w&rqﬁ?ulu that.,
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