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RUSSELL A. STRONG
5323 CHEVAL PLACE
CHARLOTTE, N. C.
28 MAY 2000

Dear Russ:

I found a picture of my crew taken at B-17 Crew Training in Alexandria, La. before we
left for Thurleigh. We spent D-Day aboard a ship in a convoy enroute to Britain arriving Jul 16
in the British Isles.. My 1st mission was 28 Jul as a co-pilot, which was the policy for new Pilots..
This allowed the Pilot to finish his tour before the rest of the crew and let the co-pilot become a
Pilot for his last few missions.

I dug up all the notes I had on ground crew as well as my flying crew and have included
them for your files. Hope you can find a use for them.

As of now, I’m hoping to see you in San Diego in Sep 2000.

Sincerely,

L/Col R

1309 Woodrldge Circle
Euless, Tx. 76040
Ph. 817-268-2785



EATING -G- GEORGE -GROUND CREW
Home of Record -44

CRW CHF: WITZKE, H. J. Bristol, Conn.
ASST CC: JENSEN, S. J. Scarsdale, N. Y.
ARMR: SWEENEY, LEO M. Port Jervis, N. Y.
MECH: GILLARD, C. Detroit, Mich.

CREW MEMBERS LOST / INJURED:

SEP 12, 44 - James L. Peltz (age 32), oldest man on our original crew, was transferred to
Gates crew as Radio Operator upon arrival at Thurleigh since he was the “10th” man on 9
men crews. Gates ship was hit by fighters near Berlin and had fire in #3 engine. Peltz got
his chute on, crawled to waist door, and bailed out. Gates and Jordan located him in
Enemy territory, administered morphine, and insured he was treated by Germans for his
broken leg. Peltz died a few years ago at his home in US.

OCT 22, 44 - Charles F. Handler, flying as Lead Navigator on Alyea’s high Squadron
Lead ship collided with Mathis ship (#4 position). Both ships went down over North Sea.
The British Rescue picked up one man alive and 2 bodies, one was Handler. We buried
Handler at US Military Cemetery in England. I attended the funeral along with Handler’s
brother, who was stationed in England in the US Army.

NOV 30, 44- Vernon L. Rassmussen, flying his first mission as a pilot (I flew co-pilot to
keep all the crew together) was hit in the jaw by flak near Ohrdruf, Germ.. We gave him
morphine and flew direct back to Thurleigh where he was transferred to the hospital.
Rassmussen returned to the US as a hospital patient and later discharged from the
Service.. He resides in Ogden Utah.

DEC 15, 44 - Edward S. Smolenski, our replacement Navigator for Handler, was flying
on Wilke’s crew as low Squadron Leader. Wilke’s ship collided with a 368th plane
piloted by Crook. F/O Smolenski died with all but 2 of both crews.
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SOITIE RECORD

BURNETT, GUY JR., lst Lt., 0-763938, Pilot
423rd Bomb 8q (H), 306th Bomb Cp (H), has
completed the following sorties over enemy
or enemy occupied countries:

l. 28 Jul 44 lMerseberg, Germany

2. 31 Jul 44 Hunich, Germany

3. 3 Aug 44 Merkwiller, France

4. 4 hug 44 Anklan, Germeny

5. 5 Aug 44 Dollburgen, Germany
6. 6 Aug 44 Stendel, Germany

Te 8 Aug 44 Caen, France

8. 13 Aug 44 Rouen, France

9. 14 #Aug 44 Chievres,B3elgiun

10. 15 Aug 44 Frankiurt,Germany

11. 24 Aug 44. Vorden, Germany :
12. 27 Aug 44 Wilhelmshaven, Gemany
13. 3 Sep 44 Ludwigshaven, Germeny
14, 8 Sep 44 Ludwigshaven, Germuny
1€, 10 Sep 44 Stuttgart, Germany
16. 11 sep 44 Lutzkendorf, Germany
17. 22 Sep 44 Kassel, CGermany

18. 26 Sep 44 Frankfurt, Germany
19, 2 Oct 44 Kassel, Germany

20. 3 Oct 44 Nurnberg, Cermany

2l. 14 Oct 44 Koln, Germany

22. 192 Oct 44 ilannheim, termany

23. 22 Oct 44 Hamnover, Germany
24. 4 Nov 44 Harburg, Germany
25. 6 Nov 44 Hamburg, Germany
26. 8 Nov 44 Merseburg, Germany -
27. 16 yJov 44 Eschweiler, Germany
28. 26 Nov 44 Misburg, Germany
29. 30 Nov 44 Gera, Germany
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