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306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

Prasident

25 November 1992

Susan E. Gearhart, Head
Reference Department
Calcasieu Parish Library
301 W. Claude St

Lake Charles, LA 70605

Dear Ms. Gearhart:

Thank you so much for the clipping concerning Maj. Jesse A.
Bryan.

As to his WWII combat history:

He joined the 306th bombardment Group, 369th Bombardment Squadron,
U. S. Eighth Air Force, in England 25 October 1944, as the bom-
bardier on the Harold Mattson crew. Bryna was a second lieutenant
at the time.

He flew something over 20 missions, principally against Germany,
and I regret that I cannot give you an exact count. While doing
this he was decorated with the Air Medal and also received two
oakleaf clusters to the Air Medal.

On 10 January 1945 his crew, with Mattson as the pilot, was shot
down on a mission to Gymnich, Germany. Attached is a copy of a
page from First Over Germany, which tells about the fate of this
aircraft on its final mission. Bryan was then a prisoner of war
until April or May 1945.

His Army serial number during WWII was 0-773294.

e E

I am sorry that I cannot be more helpful on this.

Port Ludlow, WA 98365 Tacoma, WA 98406

1993 Reunion
9-11 September
Seattle, WA

Sincerely yours,

Secretary and Historian

PS You indicated in your letter that you would pass on such infor-
mation to Nola Mae Ross.
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Mr. England died at 2:18
p.m. Saturday In his home (n
Woodville after § brief Qiness.

A pative of Palestine, Texas,
he was a LS. Army veteran of
World War [I. He was em-
ployed by the Natlonsl Mari-
Lime Service.
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a5 guerrills leader Robby
Sands moves closer o death
afler 57 devs oo & hurger
slrlke.

The Iriah Republican Army,
the outlawed organization o
which Sands belongs, has
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'Y=  CALCASIEU PARISH LIBRARY

Central Division

L'BRARY 301 W. Claude St.

Lake Charles, LA 70605

November 18, 1992

Russell A. Strong

306th Bombardment Group Association
5323 Cheval Place

Charlotte, NC 28205

Dear Mr. Strong,

Enclosed you will find a copy of Major Jesse A. Bryan's obituary.
It appeared in the Lake Charles American Press on April 27th, 1981.
We have checked our files and sources and have not been able to turn
up any more information than what we have included. Both Major Bryan's
wife and son’s phone numbers have been disconnected.

A local writer is doing research on Veterans from this area. We have
taken the liberty of giving her Major Bryan's name and what information
we had concerning him. She is interviewing people who fought in the
various wars and may come-upon some information about him. Ms. Nola
Mae Ross, the writer, has promised to give us any further information
that she may find.

If you have any information about Major Bryan that she may use in
an article:'I'm sure she would be very appreciative.

Sincerely,

s Fnae ot

Ms. Susan E. Gerhart,
Reference Department, Head



