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306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION
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S0 Witlieminpert Sun-Gamatie, Mindar. April 27, 1987
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SAVORING MEMORIES of ‘World War Il, Charles E
Bradley gozes of the smaoll remnant of the B-17 bombe:
in whach he Fhen@ mussions over Europe, Brodley, 65,
troveled from hes home 0 Bellmaowr, M., over the
weekend to the Willamspart Areo Community Col:
lege s aviation building ol ihe Williamsport-Lycomeng
County Airport bo pee whot wos lefi of the hisharic
plane. Kncwn os the Flying Feriress, tha faur engine B
Y was the workhorse af the .5 Hrategic bombing
effort for most of the war, and s fondly remambared
Dy those who Few on il for s ability 1o withsiond fiarce
enemy fira, deliver il decdly five-tan povisad and re-
lerm them to their bases in Englond, Brodley said he
wiri 0 belly-turret gunner an the Eaper Beaver, name
sa%e plone of the 3&Bth Squodren, 304tH Bombing
Wing of the Army Ar Corps’ Bighth Air Fores from

e M
itz

'in-.r.

Wiliifi Wit

il e

December 1943 1o lafe 1944, The plane wos one of the
first fo Fly cover Europe ond the anly ane of the ariginol
15-plone squadren to return hema. The plone wos
oworded the Distngushed Fiying Cross and wos fea.
hirad in the 1949 mavie "Twelve O'clock High,” The
bomb’ insignia painted &n the |=f note sechion thal
hangs en the wall of the college oviehon buikding de-
note the piane's 45 missions, The college’s predecessor,
Willismsport Techmeeal Institute, acquired the plone mn
1948 a5 a teaching toal, scrappeng most of o whan i
became ochioletn Bradley is working with James Littla,
of Montoursville, another Wl bomber vateran and
an instructor af the schood, fa sag that tne peece of the
plane is turned over to an Air Force museum if the
college no longer wanis i,
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THE AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION

WASHINOTON, DO, IE14

March 20, 1987

8GT Robert A, MeClure
12095641

Flot D, Bow 6, Grave 57
Ardennes Americen Camatery
Heupre (Neuville-en-Condroz),
Belgium

Mr. Charles Bradley
205 Bhaffer Avenue
Bellmawr, WJ 0B031

Desr Mr. Bradley:
Thank you for your letter of February 7, 1987.

Information concerning the Ardennes American Cemetery whers
8GT McClure is interred may be found on the tabbed pages of the
encloged pamphlet,

A black and white photograph of SGT MeClure's gravesite
mounted on a4 color lithograph of the cemetery will be mailed to
you within the next eight weeks. Enclosed with the lithograph
will be a booklet describing the cemetery in detail.

Arrangements for placement of floral decorationa at the
gravesite can ba made through this Commission by use of the
genclosed formsa. Checks or money orders for floral decorationa
ghould be made pavable to the ABMC Flower Fund. As a zuide, the
cost of a sultsble spray in the area is $20.00. Weather
permitting, a eolor polaroid photograph of the decoration in place
will be taken and forwarded to you.

Also enclesed is a roster of members of the 306th Bomb Group /H/
interred or memorialized in the American military cemeteries in
Europe, which was received from our European Office.



The monument erected at Thurleigh, England by members of the
306th Bomb Group is included on this Commission's roster of
private monuments. The photograph you provided will be retained
in our files for future reference. As the responsibilities of
this agency are limited to American military shrines located on
foreign soil, we do not maintain a listing of unit monuments
located within the United States. Therefore, your photo of the
plaque located at the Air Force Museum in Dayton, Ohio is returned
herewith. However, it is suggested that you contact LTC John H.
Woolnaugh, USN, (Ret), Editor, 8th Air Force News, P.O. Box 4738,
Hollywood, FL 30083 as our records indicate that the 306th
Monument is not among those included on the roster of monuments
maintained by that publication.

If we may be of any other service, please let us know.

Sincerely,

%@m,@%. )
ILLIAM E. RYAN, JR.

Colonel, AD
Director of Operations
and Finance

Encls
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Jorig-ee nmyobien mthfnm
. &ﬁklcndfyfmuim :eaummdm wooldbeé
- tobded. Aftey -fiftediy ‘thirutes’ Bigping,  pieces 6 metalm
umvered; thamngim fngmeﬁfs; dentpd ’
"'~ludeedeW-|9o.
t""umtnnmbef xmyw Sund

, ing ghe Seco id. 9 areburwd Thewtdow,w
. Fran Willings€0o0ls, was informeg/dnaoon after visited both the

- etughy mewhemherhusbmdd md the cemetery at. Yoselsteyn, .
ioeompmiedbyherdmghter.mhst,a&ermmyym,wew:

The fu dmgofotherdmnftsomeumcs elpéd tdptaeewgtther S
‘therwise - broken: story,:eVven when ‘the “aircraft ‘tiad dis. [
*integrated. This was the case with two B-17 Flying Foriressés of |
. the Eighth Air Force; shot dowiron the sume day, 11 Jahwary 1944:

-~ Por two motiths bad weather had prevented high-tevel daylight -
- precision - bombing: of vital- targéts by the Americans. Blind

- bombing of ports through cloud was no substitute for the accurste ‘

.- attacks ofi German aircraft factories and airfields which ‘were '

~ . necessary to ctipple the Luftwaffe before the invasion planned for -

. May. And on 11 January, the weather cleared. 633 heavy four-
| * motor bombers took off in three separate formations and headed
. for Holland, escorted by eleven groups of Thunderbolts, two
' groops of Lightaings (P-38s), six groups of British Spitfires and
;- - one squadron of Mustangs (P-5 i5). Only the Mustangs, the new.
- long-range American fighters; could‘go with the-bombers all the
" 'way:to thé target; but there were only forty-nine of these few -
machines available. Things started to go wrong almast at once.

- The: we-thet over-Bngland worsened, and the bombets took a
long time genting 6f and forming up; a8 a result the fighters were .
forced to-use up some of their precious fuel to no purpose. Then -
the weathet overGetmany worsenéd, and the Amencana Gi’dﬂlﬂ :

TSP L T PSS FUDUPY 5 ST FUSPeL R N,
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tlteGerm ﬁmw!emngotdy the 5tst fommﬁufi;! Keavies




210 TUE LUFTWAFFE DIARTES

This target area lay on the direct air route to Berlin, from
which it was jess than a hondred miles distant. As the
hombers' course was frantically pletied in the German oper-
gtions rooms, for & long dme it seemed they were hesded
gtraight for the capital. Without more sdo the fighter Ghrap.
pen were scTambled,

The Americans, bowever, had already bepun to experience
difficolties. Though visibility over the target was pood, En-
gland had been wrapped in clowd, and the process of take-off
and forming up hed cost the bombers valuable tms, Now, =
they fiew on, the weather became still worse, and (ernersl
Doolittle decided to recall the second and thied formations in
mid-fight. A contributory factor in this decision was, 00
doubt, the viclent Mesterschmitt and Focke-Wulf attacks io
which his force had already been subjected after only
reaching the Dufch-Crerman frontier. For st this stage ‘the
Americans did not yet possess gnough long-range fphters io
escort all the bombers all the way. :

On turning back over western Germany the Fortreses and
Liberators of the second and third waves consequently
dropped their bombs on altemative targets or smply In fhe
open country, and made off home. That left only the fird
formation—consisting of 238 ‘hombers out of the original
663—to push on to the tar, ut op this day there wos ooly
a single fighter pronp—forty-nine Mustangs—io escort them
thers and back. The sppearance of these over central Ger
many, hitherto far bevond the range of Allied fghters, I!ﬂ!ﬁE
bave come a3 guoite a shock to the German fAphler cof-@
mand. For the first time its Me 1093 and Fw 190s, whese
orders were o go sitcictly for the bombers, wers confroobed
over their own country by egual, or even superlor,
ponents. But there wers only forty-nine of them, and §
conld not be everyvwhere at once. Furthermore, their Tel
vous with the bombers had been premature, and thelr
getting low. These factors, together with skilful control

German fighters by their ground stations, permified, tne

Bon—ahoye
i |
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Haj_n:r Herrmann, lnventor of the “Wilde Seu™ might-fighti
|a|:u:a.:_!'~ln. L centred at Stade on the Elbe and mru.ma.urdzfl
El!-_’ E;;;—G:p:ra! Ibel, who had for long been Kommodors
of i 0. 3, ceobred ar D i

maqd:d by the veteran Colone] E‘.:’i:;:::uﬂlj:tlnjn:i:;ﬂn? g
engined fighter fame, who had once flown s wn u.aJmh-L{u-
110 against Spitfires over Britain Together, the ?}m: :E
them today bad 207 single- ang twln-cngi:.md fighters to
hu:_:ii ag:jns: the enemy bomber stréam,

today, once mors, the Sloady %
and autumn of 1943 wors r:—cna:tﬁd-m;::;ﬂzftieirﬂ;ﬂ‘mﬁ;r
the bombers failed to ward off the attacks, Their CrEws &y :
reporied A sesming improvement in German rlil:ﬂlta .u.:g
stated that their cncmy was batter armed than .
:'Ff'h-_-nevu they closad into compact formation to produce ;
impenetrahle screen of firs, the (erman bwin-enginad ﬁgllr:rj:
would fire their rockets into the box from n sefe distanc
end score every time. If, on the other hand, the Erumhﬂh?a
locsened their formation, down came the Mnllu-sl: and Fw
1903 on thelr now more vulnerable Oppoticniz,
174 bombers wers billsd to attack the AGO works In

Aschersleben, one of the Fw 190 Production centres: but
before they renched this target thirty-four of them. or rp;'eui],r
per cem:,_hn-:[ already been shot down. The tota) h:m soffered
by the Eighth Air Force, on this first 1944 attempt to knock
Et the conires of German fighter production, was sixt
by ._.ﬂ._h'““- plus five fighters, On their gide, the Adﬂi
El:u. el bave shot down 152 German fighters. The

‘hmlﬂgﬂn—u:anbeundinthuwardimnflﬁgiur
Air Corps—mag thirty-pine, :
EufarﬂurermﬂdbemmnmmﬁmLDghﬂemuflht

Mustang, with its incredible radius o
f action, cansed the men
8ll General der Jopfiieger Adolf Galland and




Reen ! é&n.am&& v %?Wﬂb
Wor Dagies. \mfxﬁo‘?u % (aﬁt (?zddw.«w i?(A
Wmﬁﬁ&w

M;Z?,‘



	Bradley_Charles001.pdf
	Bradley_Charles002
	Bradley_Charles003
	Bradley_Charles004
	Bradley_Charles005
	Bradley_Charles006
	Bradley_Charles007
	Bradley_Charles008
	Bradley_Charles009
	Bradley_Charles010
	Bradley_Charles011

