A HISTORY OF THE 306cth BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EICHTH ATR FORCE
Russell A. Strong TS ¥ SR :

R

T —wc-ﬁdﬁn i
Address LE 24 c"_':?f.ﬂe:ir]e.[ ;"\ﬂ'ﬂ-“"]\ h.Tt.ja:Hm'lmlLE_ [Hﬂi. 21234

Mame

Home gh%ﬁ:ﬁ CES— ot Date

Oceupation H & =L Fal 4 —Sales Employer L Lcas \ =i, ﬁ"f{'"-'l;"
- ;

Address . ';__Eﬂ{:'f'l AT ﬁld\h Bug. Phene ~ ] G ~"] 700 (:-T‘:-E-I}

Serial No(s) O~ G TDH4465

Service Record:

hf?“ i T::jjﬁ LHLL reZetiv ”i in L_J_':ﬁ e 1:1{1:41—_“{“_‘\_ Pf& M“{
1'l._ "‘ﬂElf_ _Iﬂ_--;t_'..nli‘{L 1A :ﬁ’-ﬂ =t quh{'

{"{ﬂm aﬂ‘)m -"--.-iua[ H‘Dn E'ﬂuﬁ-
‘l.g"'n.ﬂil.q Vyetla \J'\;A.E]Jukﬂe?—n

After leaving the 306th:. r;"II-E',[-rl ¥} ﬂl-:'»__t ﬂb% 2:}\\"1 h,_‘ |
'_ f_- — ! AT r_Jﬂ HL E.r:.ﬁ]
iﬁL L

N U'—-:.ﬁ -i g 7o)
'ﬂ T-.E’fﬂ+km 1._"::g1 i bﬁ?_ﬁz_{.;:a}ﬂ ﬁj_c:ija_ﬁ% fEE[C‘”';'E‘{.

fm% %ﬂ*ﬁ% ilM heee eld Vo, A4S

306th BRecord

]E"f_ei'_ Jt“f\}\\ ﬁf"'”"\

-I,g_-_,lﬁ-i.m

I|'I-=?1|,-.‘:J"|.--ll”

Arrival date at Thurleigh ﬁq,ﬂ“t

Squadron or other wnlif(s) ﬂi E::[
MoS § Specialty ﬂ’ vl }ﬂ{ﬁ_

Missions Completed (and date of last) [E‘H'] ns N '“-.,-E'.a

Promotions ;-’;;'E"w":‘ﬂ,a{ o EW":E{HN{ Lﬁi‘ﬁc'fmfﬁﬂﬁ }{ﬁ_ j"ir‘lhi:fh

DE:uratiunal.ﬁ.H_&alc:s . _oleg 58 DSM IPE-E SM PH _Battle Stars

r.z -n\_\(f" aLoatel E—-mﬁ“x ﬁ]&*-lt ( SvEs ﬂéﬂiﬁ:}—-—

(On vwnusual DFCs, and Silver Stars and above would like to gee & copy of the
citation)

il =




Other personal datas.— ﬂf,l:;ak—— ‘__K-;. (Jg}?ig,,fm Uﬂlfﬁ"ﬂﬁ

,:Tm 1944 é‘f{f %11 Fﬁr,r:h.:igsmf i ;E:Lﬁﬂ

(M_deahmj, SNE. Nbﬂﬁa e uﬁr_mﬁ -':‘3"1{

Iy -;}_uneem-r n‘H'. ?ww ‘ﬁ"—*fil‘{_Tﬂﬂ’ b“’E&L

Eaal W=~ v~ —= mnmm:f:ﬂ, “ﬁ'ﬁc h,.n‘.rr.'rr’:-l'
L

e, C':_;::L.g,_, _J' —-—wﬂﬁdj@ﬂﬁ

pascription of Air Missionsa:
{What were the highlights of your combat careser? What was your
rola? What heroics did you witness? What events were there of

which youn have special knowledge?)

'A\‘\ i "I’EEW as —ombh Nﬂb?{g{ ﬂépﬂggﬂ %J

U s caew anh_ malce vp [/ /o

Umwmﬂqﬂ) e m],ﬁ{ 10 The acly” ﬁeﬁv?lrﬂfff
q}ﬁﬁ:ﬁr £ baed ﬂ"]g;di_ pzi Beama 2l al
Wi _i‘D ﬂ’ltﬁ_}-—ﬂﬂ-ﬁ__ﬂf‘— rmf'ﬁ-:m s, |0 i?Er-'I]{J'
hEﬂu ﬁﬁﬁiuq,mé C"-.—‘Eu:n E, C/ﬂﬂ{ﬁ.-'ﬂ ﬂ,f
I.nE a3 The ﬂ il _‘ﬂﬂ:‘”’ "

-ﬁL e Yyede

' ;}ﬁ Mbﬂ_m?lﬂﬂf} J ﬁﬂ.?\j_ m'u.E-SJE-* ﬂaccr Ay
N e o

ﬁtﬂlw‘g iy = |m z@t@m& -ﬁﬁﬁ"_._ .
'c‘_iaa.l o & € 'fbff:: \3 ﬂEa;ﬂ.ﬁ ALe j 5::-?4
T&Wj}ﬂﬁﬁ: Dﬂﬁi\lﬁﬂ * c=|§ (ﬁﬁﬁﬁm_)

0 T eece huﬁ'&’"“’ E&FI 22
ﬁ:{a F@TAA\ fecm T mund_ s Oj

ufb\]{ei?ddﬂ{ eSS ?;Hjeﬁg ‘
ﬂ"fﬂ% boTe. voee ~= ﬁ_ﬂL :

mpp ‘_.:;-:m ¥t
wifie oq — D

'ﬂ'_“-r_nJ\_

Add additional pages, if nacessary



; 1 "
Name < - O e ﬁddgﬁs e ﬂﬂeﬂél Hk,_

el
Tel

iol) GET— Srsi

MISSING AIRCRAFT REPORT

Pilot Mqﬁlﬁﬁﬂﬁ”) A?y{faws Plane # and Name_ 13-4\ [ c:"i' rﬂﬂ Mi F
Mission Date "_Eiﬂ:’_ﬁf (&, 194= Target ::w—hjﬁjr::&f_j 2N

Cause of loss: AR flre VvV / Fighter atta:kl-’/ Dther, explain

Describe conditions in  the p‘lane as completely as you can:

% SE L ]P "'"I"F— ﬂ*fwftta'ﬁ'\']l'ﬁp_&d htiﬁ ﬁ )
hiﬁ‘h ;aa:/— gumr j we. ExXpe#H HME& &_H mnm Z‘-LMLE,
alfrhde & STe I
E!T-.U el 'Iﬂ'lr-LE —aéﬂ—l'ﬁ_dﬁﬂ it"—'.ref f:ﬁ tﬁw‘s “‘tﬁ: [_I‘l.fﬁ't‘a_ —:’&ﬂ?t L
ashed -éLg.l fead :11 ond ~ hewrney

-::mrlL ~he "_?’1 ﬁﬂfﬂ; i—t"flff{ e :}i{ ﬂﬁf‘*“*ﬂ‘* m"”?‘

ond e “h#-ﬂ‘l _ \(17 o ["*‘”"k we iﬂrmﬂﬂ
ﬁjﬁw ;%%5 -E.E S ™ lrE _ r{_-:.-m = — -'F']'.l"?"“:- I'

e fﬂ—ﬂf{bd\_ -ft_ oA e r]E'nr'_

o s S o VL, e, oy it ol gomennl
ln‘re:ﬁqsméﬁ A “hmes m,{ J%{L,a; kr:j {he

What happened when you got on the ground? — ;

bid you meet any of your crew mates? Ljf'.ﬁ, Vs Iiﬁm@‘*”"’{: E \J jﬁ:{"

fﬁq:.., B
How were you treated, if ca-ptm:':_d E}Fﬁi} c:’ﬂmi:di o b}ﬂ]‘ﬁ :ﬁl—&ﬂ mlhi ' '_rj

e <)

= . “c-‘ul sl sy ¥ ?Ei.'i'ﬂ?fht-{' =, Jf.;lED I:Lﬂf;hﬁ _ijb%ﬁﬂ LM
. 1%1 n.fit'-}ea.n il —iﬁin‘gﬁwﬁﬁt (P J

Any additional details, reminiscences, letters, or documents of these events would be ap-
preciated., If you do send such materials, | will copy them and put them back in the mai

to you within 24 hours,



from the desk of

C. GORDON BOWERS



RECORD UPDATE
106th Bomb Group Association

{Please complete as much of this form as you wish, and glive)
(to Russ Strong at the Las Vegas reunion, or mail to his ad=)
(dress: 3323 cheval Pl., Charlotte, NG 2B205 )
, Date completed |L/2S /28
LAST NAME: Egﬂggg FIRST NAME: «— HAE LES ﬁ Title:

Street address: 2:5?"-24_ .-:_‘_’Ei&-ﬂﬂE‘.T ?ﬁ@ Telephone: (3d) =S -HEEE
CLEY,; sCdie, zip: Eﬁ_“rrﬁ‘l{]&g;m'ﬂ_ ;iﬁ":[— 2

Date of birth: co=rol- 2| Wife's name: NS THRIVCE
College(g) atcendeds )OS Hopring UV pegreecd) : A Year(d): |945
Last employment & jab title: (OFPFIre EUVENITULE — =A==

—2- RoeeunT ExeumiveE

Year joined 306th Association: [._;.N.;:,EFL‘Tﬂ,—IN —iE» 1‘-_—\&4
Beunions attended: '(b}f vear or locatiom) — W@m p{m% __D'_'.

serial #: (D T34-58 sqdn:;i{;gf, W5 Speciality: N%!E&Tﬂﬂ.
Date joined 306cth: I"ﬂ&‘j' 1942  1f combat, what crew? ﬂ—{ﬂ‘]ﬂﬁ‘lﬁ'@g (rﬁ’}qﬂ'ﬂ@ -

Special duties nr asafenmente w/i0&gh:

If commissioned w/306th, date & speclalty:r——

Date departed: P T (o /94 =  Highest rank/grade w/306th: b= LT .

Other 8thAF unite served with: — .

Top service assignments after 306th: _oyLit=i N OBt e A
[eneLsy T1=LD, ViasN/f:
USAF retirement date:T==¢(n. |94 Rank/grade: |=="T V.

Most memorable experlence w/306th: (use back DE_I.EFEEL too)
BTG, StoT DowN o 13
— LENDNG 1 BW\ TEEELAND, Fg43 — (TERVED KT
MERCH 1945 —



Vecember 11,199
Me. Kussell A Hreng

haer [D e, N C. 282658

e k18 eameding TG

mcekh F20 el Sec Ma zine,
l rm.: \fe_ mg:,\beg

‘Me 5¢¢‘ od*am z.anauw(
ﬂewnm»s cver, m
pulo)gcadtm‘f‘ﬁe& seems% be 2

almesT wv:ﬁ/cfh- avo rnde a’?‘w
cS aAcC

%—601 ob“"‘z.: uss(wh | ﬂaezhze

Mw‘g no =gh
| s e 30@ Oﬂ‘iﬁetakﬁsgf72

o2 seme oR
55 e “;nt;n‘ nex on \4 Mﬂews/
oevl, 425\ Huademn -as «_
Nowigee ~ shst down G, 194

C 14een0d 1n
N1M M&‘S‘)Swﬁr:aw%mwm‘mj



| h
IAW °P7W\M'ﬂ % 206

Msaim:ece\vt%e Echoes on

@%IS oand om :see

‘iwlk
ERE
maﬂ —»

) I%B -—5cn9
o 131 miss e —

é' agfm —
ok Do, ““31 4

- S ordm Bewers
<_;5 CD‘;QQ Q@A
noere
Plone :

21234
A0 -665-B6c6

QS‘ “"?25’(‘ @) 1

Pl ikl

JEFTe Reminisce



- 367th, 368th, 369th, 423rd Squadrons, and service organizations
Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England — September 1942-April 1945

306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

Secretary/Historian Author
First Over Germany

Russell A. Strong

5323 Cheval Place Command and Staff
Charlotte, NC 28205 Officers, 8th Air
Telephone & Fax Force, 1942-45
704/568-3803 18 December 1999 Editor
306th Echoes (quarterly)
Dear Gordon: 306th Directory (biennial)

306th Squadron Diaries
Serious differences between the 306th Association and the 8th 367,368,369, 423

AF Historical Society came to the fore in 1982 at the Cincinnati reunion.

The 8th AF was run by a cabal of five men, who put it on, took the profits,
and ran it for their own enhancement. When we tried to negotiate with them
for some meeting space at several reunions we were fended off and tol to go
find our own space and not bother them.

From the inception of the Association the 306th each year the 306th had the
biggest membership, and always had the largest registration at the reunion.

We were doing a lot for them, and there was no reciprocity. During the Cinn-
cinnati reunion we coopted some space in the hotel dining room to discuss the
situation. In the course of that meeting, Don Ross told the group that if they

wanted to hold a 306th reunion only, and would meet in Omaha, he would chair
the reunion.

We went to Omaha, about 250 strong, had the best time any of us had had at a
reunion, and then decided to hold are own in the future. This infuriated the
gang of 5, who weren't getting so much money out of us, and I am sure they got
kickbacks from hotels, estaurants, etc. We figure they took out about $25,000
each on the reunions.

The more we went on our own the more we liked it, that is for the majority of
us attending. And we had that bond of all having served at Thurleigh that
wasn't felt in the 8th events.

Six or eight years ago Jim Hill, the editor of 8th AF News, lit in to me be-
cause our reunion was at the same time the 8th had its affair. He didn't seem
to be aware that we had set a date and place and the 8th had already announced
a different date and place. Something happened, and the 8th had to make a
serious change in its plans, conflicting with our event. It didn't bother us,
but it sure bothered Hill and his cohorts. I straightened him out on the facts
and he was a bit frosty after that.

I think something over 100 of the 306th hold life memberships in the 8th, in-
cluding myself.

ALWAYS FIARST ama FIRST OVER GERMANY




Bowers - 2

The 8th has undergone a number of changes, and revolts from the floor have at
least twice thrown out the leadership, and brought in a new Group.

I was considered for the editorship of the 8th AF News on its last change of
editors, and came in second. But, I really didn't want it, and as it worked
out it was best I missed the opportunity. (In 10 mos last years I was in the
hospital four times, beginning with four heart bypasses!) It really took me
about a year to get over it, which I didn't really expect, but at the end of
the period I realized that I began to feel much better.

I feed the 8th some things now and then, and the editor is on our mailing list,
but there isn't much that appears about the 306th.

WE may make a decision to back track a bit on our reunions when we can no longer
really go at them ourselves, but to date we seem to be doing pretty well. We
might be in better shape if you had been able to show up, but we are glad

you are still among us. Currently we have more than 275 genuine 306th men on
our mailing list, and are not losing them as fast as T feared we might.

Nice to hear from you,
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