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A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP

-~ EIGHTH AIR FORCE

Russell A. Strong,

I am endeavoring to put together a good history of the 306th
pombardment group, an idea which has been in my mind for some
yecars. I am working diligently on the matter, collecting all
xinds of data and working through the official history and
recoxrds of the group. I served as a navigator with the 367th
squadron from June through November, 1944,

vame__ o Bow +£5

4900 Appleridge Ct.,

Dayton, Ohio 45424

I am intorosted in any special matorials which you may have,
such as good photographs of personnel, battle damage, plane
insignia, otc. I am also interested in commendations (other
than thec-usual Air Modal and DFC) you may have received,
special storius which you may have in your possession, letters
that are highly descriptive of combat action, or any other
documents. I would appreciate receiving xeroxed copies. But,
if you do not have such facilities readlly available, I would
approciate tho loan of materials which I might copy and re-
turn to you immediately. I am also interested in manuscripts
of memoirs which you may have prepared, particularly if they
werc done within a couple of ycars of the events. Again, I
would approciate copies or the opportunity to copy them,.
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‘TO ALL WFOM IT MAY CONCERN: .
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./print of this I'll send it along to him snd credit you. I
knouw he will be pleased,

@9 Juns 1976

mf. Joe Bowles

3803 Greenland Avenus

Roanoke, Virginia 24012

Dear Joe:s

Many thanks for your interesting reply to my querises,

I have kept thoss things which seemed to be copies, and
copied some that are originals, and am returning them to
you.

uf have also selected fourbpictures and am having them copied

;and will return the originals to you as soon as they are
" finished,

The picture of Banshee was especislly welcome, Wild 8411
- Casdy, whom I spent a lot of time with in Miami Bsach, sent
. me /& paor snapshot, the only thing he had left and I think
- it was of Banshee 1I. I copied it and sent him back an ene

Yargement along with the original, But as soon as I get a

\ special
I would like to ask you for one more thing. Do you have in
your 201 file, or other records, any orders from the 306th

" /or from the squadrons? I would like to borrow these, or have
you send me copies, if you can copy them sasily, I am intereste
‘ed in those published from the beqinning up to Dec 1, 1843,

' These were not saved by the group and have disappeared, The

government does not have them, Thus far I have bsen able to
pick up 40 or 50 from various people and there are probably
about 450 in all, Any you can give me will be greatly appre=
ciated. THese are espedially valuable in trying to piece toe
gether what happensd to whom and when.

Sincerely yours,

Russsll A, Strong

4900 Appleridge Court
Dayton, Ohio 45424

S13/233-8735



UNITED STATES ARMY AIR FORCES
COMBAT GUNNERY OFFICERS SCHOOL
LAREDO ARMY AIR FIELD

e T LAREDO, TEXAS

cm

CERTIFICATE

This certifies that 13T L}, BOV\/&ES9 Joe completed the prescribed

course of training at Laredo Army Air Field during the period  JULY 3y 1944

to AUVGUST i25 1944 and was granted the aeroncutical rating of Aircraft

Observer (Flexible Gunner) under provisions of AAF Regulation 50-7 as revised.

&'%me

Lieut. Col., Air Corps, . Colonel, iir Corps,
Director of Trainzng Commanding Officer

Combat Gunnery Officers School Laredo Army Air Field



25 May 1976

fir, Joe Bowles
3803 Gresenland Avenus, NW
Roanoke, Virginia

Dear fMr. Bowlesi

I am seeking a Joe Bowles who flew with the 306th
Bombardment Group during WW II. As he was a resi-
dent of Roanoks, and I found your listing in the
phone directory, I am wondering if you might be
one and the same?

1 would very much aeppreciate knowing, and have en-
¢losed a stamped, addressed envelope for your con-
venience in replying.

Some of the enclosed material explains what I am
doing, and I hope will b8 of interest to you, If
you are not the same Joe Bowles, can you give me
any assistance in locating him?

On the supposition that you are one and the sams,
I would like to ask a question about the notation
I found some time ago indicating that you were the
first enlisted man in the ETO to receive a field
commission., Is this true, and on what do you base
this? When were you commissioned?

Any assistance you can give me in my reseasrch pro-
Jject will be apprasciated,

Incidentally, the 306th Group will hold a reunion
in Dayton Oct. 15-17, ths second annual such event,
the first having been staged last October in fMiami
Beach, Hops you can attend.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A, Strong

4900 Appleridge Court
Dayton, Ohioc 45424

513/233-8735



11 February 1977

Mr, Joe Bouwles
3803 Greenland Avenue
Roanoke, VA 24012

Dear Joa:

Came across this picture in going through a large
collection, and wondered if you had a print of it.

I1f not, I'1ll be happy to make one for you when I
get to copying them,

1 went through Roanoke at the end of July, driving
into the city just at dinner time and in a hurry to
get on south to Leurinburg, where we are now living.
If it hadn®t been for the pressure of time, 1°'d have
given you a ring. I am going to Washington in March
and mag come home that way. If I do, I'1l1 contact
you then.

Sincersly yours,

Russell A. Strong
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-_— 357th, 368th, 368th, 423rd Squadrons, and service organizations
Thurleigh, Bediordshira, England — September 1942 -Apcil 1945

306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

Secratacy-Treasuwrer
William M. Collins, Jr.
2973 Heathwerbrae Drive
Poland, Ohio 44514
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1 may 1981

Dear Joei

Enjoyed receiving your letter today, as I had been planning to
drop both of you a line and send along the print that appeared
in Echoes.

The book is boiling right along end I expect to be done with my

rewrite of the manuscript in anobher month. Then I have only to

get back Jack Ryan's critical comments and incorporate them into
what I have done, and it will be finished,

As to Bill Hilton, I've had some interesting correppondence with
him. He is a realtor in Eugene, OR. 1400 High St., 97401,

Hope I do make it through Roanoke again some day.

Sincerely yours,
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17 April 1983

Dear Joe:

It was good to hear from you. I knew you'd appreciate the book. I get a bit
of back talk from some people, and Mack McKay told me he couldn't read it
because he got so emotional over it. But most seem to have enjoyed it. A few
errors have shown up but not many.

Glad to hear that you will be in Omaha. We are working hard on it and it ap=
pears that we ought to have a good program in a good setting. At least it will
be all 306th, and I think that will put us way ahead of where we have been in
previous years. Don Ross is working hard on arrangements, and the next Echoes
you get will have more details in it, We are expecting a goodly crowd for the
whole thing. Reservations have come in well since January, and after the April
Echoes has made its way around we fully expect the numbers to jump up seriously.

SAC 418 working hard for us, and even Boeing is getting into the act.

My wife and I are planning to drive out on the Wednesday of the reunion week
so that I can get to work on Thursday morning. I imagine she will hit the shops
for a couple of days. Don tells us that shopping is great in the area, or at a
very large mall a mile awmy.

Book sales have moved along we-l. The ppinter is paid. I had faith we would make
it but my wife thought I was taking an awful gamble. It paid off though. At least
the 306th has a legitimate history, and thats more than a lot of other groups will
ever have.

Now I am working on a biographical directory of command and staff officers of the
8th Air Porce, a project which I ought to wrap up soon. It has been entertaining
and has given me entry to a lot of interesting men. Also, I think it 4s a project
worth doing in assembling a lot of names from the bomb and fighter groups. No one
has seen fit to bring all of this together before. The Air Force isn't interessed
but will be when they see it because it 18 the basic stuff on which more accurate
histories can be based.

Well, must sign off and get to work on the April Echoes or it will never get printed.
Its got to be off to Bill Collins this week for mailing.

My best to both of you, and will look forward to seeing you in Omaha.
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b March 1986

Dear Joe,
A quick answer to your letter, which arrived today.

Several years ago Italked with Mrs. McLeod, and she reported that he
was seriously 11l and evidently senile at that time. We do not carry
him on our mailing list any longer, and he may have passed away.

I have no information on Reginald Harris, other than that he returned
to the US after being a POW. We have not located him at all.

1 missed you at Colorado Springs, and am Sorry that Francis has had
such a rough year. Hope everything is on the upgrade now and that both
of you will be in Dayton.

Come to thinkg of it, my previous visit to Colorado Springs was high-
lighted by having dinner with the two of you.

I am keeping very busy, and right now 1 am trying to get some work
started on our '87 reunion, as well as getting an April issue of Echoes
ready.

All the best to you,
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21 April 1989

Dear Joe:

Just back from a two-degkttrip, and had a letter from Lighty
telling me that Frances had passed away.

I want to offer my condolences to you, and I know that I speak
for all in the Group, who wish you peace and satisfaction in
the knowledge that you have accomplished a gr-eat deal over the
past few years in caring for her.

I think of you often, and my mind always rumns back to the night
in Colorado Springs when you and Frances and I had dinner to-
gether. It was a great and memorable evening for me, and I be-
lieve that was the last time that I saw her.

All of us in the 306th look forward to seeing you at future re-
unions, and I do hope that you will be able to join us in Little
Rock. I think it might be the kind of therapy you need.

June and I wish you well, and if your travels bring you to Char-
lotte you should know that we run the very best, no-price hostelry
in this region.

All the best,



RECORDS UPDATE

J06ch BOME GROUP ASSOCTATTON

(Flease complete a5 much of this form as you wish to, fold and maill as
per address on reverse slde. Or, if obtalined ac a reunion, hand to
Buss Strong)

LAST NAME: ;7’37[-;,54.;,-'— =4 FIRST NAME: ,:/’ o E PITLE ;
- i : . r-.
STREET ADDRESS: $3/3 & Corele Arioud Dy TELEPHOKE: ( ) -
' ;':'_?
CITY o gl a e STATE: ~—7¢c— z1ps 2 Y

DATE JOIHED 306ch ASSOCTIATION:
EEUNIONS ATTIENDED: (Years) t';:i'
WIFE'S NAME: ~—io~pesi-civ

LAST EMPLOYMERT: / & S/

COLLEGE(S) ATTENDED: DEGREE(5) DATE:
SERTAL #: R0 R20## o soow: 3 MOS:

BLOF e
DATE ARR: CREW:
DATE DEPARTED: HIGHEST RANK IN 306th: /—=L L.
SERVICE RETIREMENT DATE: RANE or GRADE:

DECORATIONS WITH 306TH: P FCE — 2 Gy rmsiliad
TOP SERVICE ASSICNMENT AFTER 306TH:

SPECTAL ASSIGMMENTS WITH 3DGTH:

_ Doy r%é.;;f

QUESTIONBALRE
CATERPILLAR CLUB = IEVING CHUTE COMPANY

HAME :

COMBAT JUMP DATE & MISSTON:
HEIGHT WHEN BAILED OUT:

ARY PROBLEMS WITH PARACHUTE:

J06th Bombardment Group. S0DH:
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