6 June 1975

Mr. Arthur P, Bove
100 South Main Street
Putnam, Connecticut

Dear iMr., Bove:

First, in writing this letter I am going on
a lot of assumptions, but principally that
it will in some way reach you, Since last we
corresponded in 1946 I have moved at least
eight times and lived in five different cit-
ies in three states.

But, I hope we make connections,

After all of these years I have concluded that
it is time someone wrote a new history of the
306th Bomb Group, and with this in mind I have
been hard at work on a lot of basic reseasch
in the last several months,

What I am really writing to ask, is, if you
still have in your possession the pictures
which you used in your book. If you do, I would
very much like to acquirs them because many of
them could be used againp assuming that I can
complete a good manuscript and find a publisher.

It may be presumptuous of me, but I really
would like to make some arrangement with you
for the pictures or any other material you may
haver that I might acquire.

Any assistance you can give me will be greatly
appreciated,

The story of the 306th is worth telling again,
and now that many of the records have been de-
classified some aspects of it will be easiser
than immediately after the war.

Sincerely yours,
Russell A. Strong

4900 Appleridge Ct.
Dayton, Ohio 45424




ARTHUR P. BOVE
100 South Main Street
Putnam, Connecticut

7 Hovember 1946
Dear ¥Mr. Strong:

Thank you very much for your letter of Hovember 5, It
was nice of you to take time out to write, You must
hawve guessed how eager I am to lmow whether the book
does justiee to the 306th,

Although I worked for months on the history while at
Thurleigh and nearly 8 year ginee, checking and re-
checking facts, 1 had no way of lmowing whether the
history would be what the men of the Group would ex-
pect, iy family and my friends, who are discemning,
have,of course, told me that they liked it, but what
I am really interested in knowing is vwhet former mem-
bers of the 306th think of it, S0, I value your
opinion because you were in the 306th and because you,
too, write,

You may be interested in the enclosged review from the
local mnewspaper, If you have the space in Four alumni
magazine and i you feel that it will reach former
members of the Group, I should appreciate your using
all or part of it, Ieel free to edit it, especially
those looal touches., Althoush I had a mailing list
of well over 4,000, every mail brings me letters from
someone who has hesrd of the book from someone else,

I have asked the veterans' magazines to run announce-
ments and menyof the New England papers have festured
the book, Needless to say, I'll appreciste anything
you can do to bring the history to the attention of
Tormer members who mey not have heard of it,

My all good wlshes, and thanks| again,

Tours sincerely,

Noosiin @ @a,



2 August 1979

fir, Arthur P, Bove
100 S. Nain St.
Putnam, CT 06260

Dear Arthur:

I would very much appreciate it if you would lospn me your pice
turas of the 306th, as I see on checking ®First Uver Germany®

that there are still a number of pictures which I do not have.
My collection must now number more than a thousand, .

I am in a position to copy them quickly and to return them to
you within a couple of weeks,

I will be happy to pay any shipping and handling charges that
you might incur.

Again, I would be most appreciative of any effort you might take
to send these phatos along to ms, -

Sincersely yours,

Russsll A. Strong



ARTHLUIR BOVE

Dear Russg:

Given enough time, I eventually
get things done.

I am tudiy sending you everythis
I have on the 306th, including
plctumes and other material

net used in "First Over Germany

I am also sending you the manu-
script for my history, The
page you see enclosed was inad-
vently omitted in the box of
material I sent,

fou need not return any of this
unless you intend to dispose of
i1t., I think you will be &
good custodian of this material,
and If I should ever need any
of it, I shall write to you.

I am sorry to be so late.

Good luckl 14;LIFz:;x



@3 Augqust 1979

Dear Arthur:

The materials arrived in good order, and I am so pleased
that you sent them along.

I have taken the larger individual pictures off the layout
sheots, cleaned off the rubber cement, and put thsem away,

There were several in there that I was glad to add to my
collection, Without counting, which looks like a horrene
dous job, I suspect that I now have in the neighboriood of
2000 prints in my collection.

Additionally, the pictures are a good source of names and
1946 addresses.

1 have copled off those we don't have, and have mailed lists
to 8«10 fellows around the country to see if we cannot locate
more., I found one in North Carolina from the picture, and put
him in the computer today.

Thanks again for your consideration.

Sincersly yours,



100 South Main Street
Putnam, Gonn, 06260
2 Jduly 1980

Dear Huss:

1 am enclosing some Sicturas which I have just come upon. They
were used in "First Uver Germany.®

Enclosed also are copies of twe sheeks of a letter from the Battery
Press,

I knaw nothing of plans to rafrinh this book, and 1 hope it will not
interfere with your plans, had wanted you to have --and to uss
at your pleasure--zll my material,

Parhaps there may be some way you can use this before Battery re-copyrights
the book, if that is possible,

Please let me know how you feel about this and what you intend to do
Cr whether you know of anthing I can do to ptotect your interests.

fours sincerely,



THE BATTERY PRESS, INC.

POST OFFICE BOX 3107, UPTOWN STATION
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37219

June 2, 1980

Mr. Arthur P. Bowve
100 South Main St.
Putnam, CT 06260

Dear Mr. Bowe:

For the past four years, the Battery Press has been reprinting scarce World
War II aviation and military unit histories. An illustrated brochure on our
program is attached for your review.

As a result of a survey to our nearly 2,000 collector customers, we plan to
reissue a number: ofamauonutleswludadealmththealrwarinEurooe
Although our collectors will support this effort, we normally need the interest
of former wnit rembers to both cost justify the reprint and also lower the price
to all potential. purchasers. For this reason, we have contacted the 306th
meardlmt&oupAssocmatJmmdsemredamllmg list of that group to work
marepnntofyourbookFirstOverEnn'ope AStozyoftlm306thBarbardtmt
Group. This was the title origmally published in 1946 by Newsphoto Publishing

Company. I enclose a flier which is being mailed to members of your association
in the next ten days.

Although this book is no longer under copyrlght, we will be sending you five
copies for your family use if the project is successful. We will make that
decision in mid-July and will keep you posted on our efforts as the omject
progresses. Please let us know if you have any questions as we feel this is
a particularly important book to be reissued.

Sincerely yours,

Bebod d Hovson

Richard S. Gardner
President

RG:cb
Attachment

Specializing in Military Books



THE BATTERY PRESS, INC.

POST OFFICE BOX 3107, UPTOWN STATION
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37219

TO VETERANS OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROU

In September, 1976, The Battery Press began a special limited edition reprint program for scarce World War II
aviation and military unit histories. Thirty-five titles have now been released and six more books are in progress for
delivery later this year.

As a result of our efforts, we have received numerous requests from our collector customers for material dealing with
the Eighth Air Force in Europe. Since the 306th played a vital role in that campaign, we want to re-issue FIRST OVER
EUROPE: A STORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP as part of our Aviation Series. Most of youshould
be familiar with this excellent book by Arthur Bove. It.was originally published in 1946 by Newsphoto Publishing
Company and has 138 pages and 821 photos in an 8” x 11%:" format. It covers the 306th from activation at Salt Lake City
Air Base in March 1942 to combat in Europe, beginning over France in October of that same year. The buok highlights
the offensive against the Ruhr, missions flown, and the many personalities of the 306th.

Our collectors will help offset the financial burden of a new hard-cover deluxe edition, but we need the interest of
former unit members to make the project successful. If you need a replacement for a lost or damaged copy of the original
edition, this is your opportunity to support such an effort. The maximum price would be $20.00 postpaid with the
understanding that this could go down if interest from all sources. veteran and collector, is greater than anticipated.
SEND NO MONEY NOW. Complete the coupon and return to us by July 20, 1980. We will send exact payment
instructions when we are ready to proceed. A return envelope is enclosed for your convenience.

Some of you may also be interested in another excellent book which is AVAILABLE NOW. This is Roger Freeman's
B-17 FORTRESS AT WAR which has 191 pages and over 250 photos (including several in calor) ina large 81" x 111"
format. A parricularly interesring section describes the duties and experiences of a typical member of each of the various
crew positions. We feel his attractive book is the best we have seen on the B-17, its flight/ground crews and its operations
in World War 1I. The price is $20.00 postpaid. Use the form below and send payment by check or bank credit card.

We hope you share our enthusiasm for a quality reprint of FIRST OVER GERMANY; please remember to respond
by July 20.

T0: The Battery Press Inc., P.0. Box 3107, Uptown Station, Nashville, TN 37218

— 1 want copies of FIRST OVER GERMANY at a maximum price of $20.00.

Enclosed is payment for
Available now.

_copies of B-17 FORTRESS AT WAR at $20.00 each. Tennessee residents add 6% sales tax.

—Send your free list of aviat on books to be released later this year.

NAME Master Charge #
ADDRESS Exp. date
CITY STATE ZIP

Return by July 20, 1980



" Russell A, Strong A . K?/

11 July 1980

fir. Aethur P, Bove

100 South fMain St.

Putnam, CT 06260
Dear Art:

Nice to hear from you and I really do appreciate those addie
tional pictures, I must have more than 2000 in mybecollection
now-«too many to count. .

I've Just: racaived some other picturaa this weak. and expect
to get some more next week.

Don®t worry about the reissue of your book, I don®t think it
will have any effect upon mine, My book, now about half done,
i3 more a atrélght history, and will really be quite differe
ant. A gregt deal of ‘the materiel I am using has never been

publiahad baford. much of it coming from 1nterviawa of people

"who have neveér really discussed things bofore.

"At first The Battary Press idea gave me a jolt, but 1 decided

1t would probably have no effect, and a great many. men would:
like to get your book” anyway. !

“As 1t now stands I expact to complete the manuacrip late this
summer, to complete the rewrite by the ond of the year, and -

then John Ryan will serve as my editor. So, I hope to be raady
to go to press aometime 1n the spring. : \,

'?

But I do apprecisate ynur concarn. Hopa averything 13 ell with
you, v L\ S

Sincerely yours, ;a | o s
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22 February 1976

fMr. Arthur Bove
100 S, Main St.
Putnam, Conn.

Dear Art: .&u

After reviewing Pirst Over Germany, I really :waquld

like to get hold of all the pictures which appgared
in the book, o W\v
While I am still researching, I am trying to collect
everything I can, so that when I gest down tonwritﬂpg
I will be set to turn out a finished manuscript:
I have been collecting pictures for quite a while, i~
and have come up with some very good ones~-getting
two Friday afternoon that were quite unusual, Once
I have completed my use of them, I hope to be able
to placs them in some kind of en archive so that they

will not be destroyed, but will be preserved for whate
ever future use might be wanted,

o

1 expect that once I have completed a manuscript, that
it will probably be privatsly published and distrib-
uted, However, if luck is with me, I might find a come
mercial publisher., I have done considerable publishe-
ing in the last 25 years, so know a great deal about
the field. One of the advantages of privately pube
lishing is that you cen maintain greater control and
have greater flexibility., But that is a decision that
is yet to be made, and because of some other psrsonal
commitments, I am not now ready to be tied down to
any kind of schedule, ' '

We are researching living members of the 306th, and

now have a pretty good list of current addresses, and
expect in the next year to expand it greatly. At such
time as I may achieve publication I rathsr expesct that
there will be a rather large mailing list available.
This work is being headednow by Bill Collins at Poland,:
Ohio, and is being expandad.

If you;gant. howevery I can pick out some specific photo-
graphs that do interest me, ‘

I would be happy to pay ell shipping costs on ths bulk of
pictures sent to me, o

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong o
4900 Appleridge Court _ Dayton, Ohio
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“FIRST OVER GERMANY"

Former Sgi, Arthor P Bove
Wriles Clear, Concise Norra-
tive of Heroio Aclion OF Aen
Of Eighth Air Foree Unit

FIRST OVER GHRMANY: THE
STCRY OF THE 306TH BOM-
BARDMENT GROUP, By Ar-
thur F. Bawve. 148 pp, 35,00

By ABBIE H. KEITH

The people of Pulnam are
always plad to preet proedly any
Potnam man or woman who en-
ters the magic circle of author-
ship, This fall we greel the frst
of our servicemen io peblish a
book uwpon: the: War. Arthur
Bowve's - "First Over Geomany,”
just off the press, is a volume of
which he and we may well be
proud, This atiractive book will
- elakm the interest, not only of his
fellowr townamen, nol only of the
men of the 305th Bombardment
Group for whom jf &5 primarily
writien, but also of cvery roader,
for who has not been thrilled by
the exploits of the Eighth - Alr
Foroe, an important unit of which
‘bools males-real tooua

‘The volume iisell s attopotively
bound, printed upon excellent
giochk in double eolumn, thus con-
taining & mich larger amouni of
text than one might at first think,
since an outstanding feature is the
imple  llusdration by almost
countless prints of &ll  Borts—
photopraphs of officers and men,
of planes and of pleces It iz
gstonishing that the reproduciion
of cazual snapshols has boen =0
speeepaful. It weos H. G Wells
who made his famous Mr. Brii-
ling note that the Kodak shows
only sunny. dayz, Though {hiz
may not be strictly true, eertain-
Iy the wealth of these pictures
will recall to the men of the 30Hh
msich that they will be happy 1o

Femtrenoneno

iz
"
5

e

Dramatic E‘y Of 306th Bomb Group

Former Sgk Arthur P. Beve—Au thor of *First Over Germony”

refnermber, and muel that, even

unknown hecses, fo the commian-

though it be louched by sadnead, | dops and to the frlendliness of

they will cherish in memory.

However, (nleresting ns are the
waried and extensive illustrations,
and treless s the authar bas
been in collecting thedm, the writ-
ton eontent is the vital eloment
of this boak @z of any.

Ay Bove hag writiesn n elear,
conciEr history ol Domb GEeup
g from the time it was welded
Inta &8 unit at Salt Taks City,
March 1942, throuph' iis traming
period to its arrival in Englind
in the early fall 'of 1842, 1t wos
stationed at Thurleigh, Bedford-
shire, whera It took over In Dhiee-
ember an B, A&, F, figld, and {rom
which it operated till V-E Day.
Then follow accounts of the ex-
perimental peclod, deseriptions of
the four squadrons of the 306th
and & =pirited parpdive of the
attaek on January 27, 1543 which
eapablished the Group's right b
the title, “First Over Germiany.”
The narrative continues to o Post-
War Supplement, Due credit i=
miven to both the famed and the

the people of Bedlordshine, Thera
are careful tabulations of opera-
tinns and of Fald scores—an im-
posing total, indeed.  There is a
chapter contributed by the Chap-
Ihin lomgest with ihe Group,-and
there are reprints of periinent
articles from English papers and

from. "Slars. And  othpes It
geoms that nothing is lacking to
make the dramalic story com-
plete, and ome renlizes hiow care-
fully and painstakingly the wurk
has heen dong.

Mr. BHove haz written simply,
g4 s fitting, for a natrative of
heroie action does not need em-
nellishment, but he has written
with a vigor and enthusiaz=m that
speaks plainly of hiz ocwn close
contact with Group 300 and af
his deep adriration and affection
for it. The resull is abook which
will bring deep salisfaction io
members of thie Group and their
families and ‘one of which Mr,
Bove angd his many friends have
reagom to be sincerely proud,
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Ohserver Writer Is
Author-Publisher Of

“First Over Germany”

—
PoOATEAUr P Bowe, for morce har
[ien yoarsperiar b the uﬁh:ﬁiﬂ
pamd editar el the Windhan Cofuni-
i‘.:t' Ciccerver oad fow o speéelal
VRl woriber dop iz newsparer, s
author-publialier of a new Werkd
IWar 1T hoze, “First Over  Ger-
Peman™ aehich will be brosght
gy o Sepietiber 30, The Fust
{rdition has boen completely asld
iq.'-ul. . A ARG

“Firgl o Gormany'” iz the
{<tovs of fhe colorful 306tk Bom-
thamiment Greeopn of the Elghth

i Foroe, which, on Fonuory 37,
st led the Eiphih in lhe- Rrsl
tambing aliaek on CGermony pro-
fior for the “fical affonsive sclinn
in World War 11 by any Ami-
van unit, In any branch of ker-
[vier, in any war on Gorman edil”
In o book profusely Mustrated | (he 36610 when he Wit 2 mom-
with acrial and ground . phold e of the organization and Pub-
graphs end deawings by CAtkL: feiations Department head,
Faw, British aelist, “First-CW&ihg worl of collecting  material
Germany™ recounls the acliviliean) weiting was done  largely
of the veleran bombard®ien dneo hiz releaze from the sarvies
wroup from the days of il aclivd The nook is the culmination of
JUiom in Ball Lake Cily four and aearly & vear of roeoarch, in
(hat yeers agn, Buough the 4 whioh nficial end unsfMcial soure-
tueus combat davs it Thurleid oz were tapped, The completed
{Continued en Page Ten) | |[work hag Soes aporoved for pub-
Heatinn by Alr Poree Review,
Headhuarters, Army Air Forces,

Washinpien, D, ©,
Wile “First Owver Gormany™
i will be of special Intorast 1o fop-

Tor members of the Group wha
e =y

Former St

SFRRAIRT ERI S )
{I‘.r_' of iz dhesetivasion n July,
46, In lzlies, Franoe.

Adibimnph Mr, Bovo cosceived
g -fdex wf publishing: o Bistoryr

ELhLEnnd, up in the

Arvihur P, Bove

—Tr—

] vooalready averssubseribod the .

esb o the gensral public; wha

¥ place ordess prioe o the O
taber [5, date of the sooond pub-
Heation, i

Mr. Bove, the suthor, joined the
Army Alr Forees shortly after his
artival oversens in January, 1944,

E&n rrinting, It muy prave of in.
e
o

Hel saw inducled inta the Army
anhita hirthday, May 23, 1042, and
was dizcharged with tha mnk of |
wrpeanl on January 40, 1524,
A wrilor on miliury sihfests
fduring the greator part of his

-.-Iﬁ.rm_'r cnroer aveorseas, Mr. Bove
cimwns fiso authar of 4 enlumn "A
[Reporier Goea {0 W™, whish
sppopsed for mearly four ¥oira In

L

e Windlzam County Olwercor



HIA

Arthor P. Bowve

Eal Mo (=) 33{3 335“7

Equadrﬂn or other organization at Thurleigh < li:li: +h
MOS MNo. & Specialty R—-JS-Q{:, .‘z.ﬂ_lﬂrtﬂﬂ o

HisTaalg —ction
Date of Assignment to the 306th

UM 1 e
Date leaving the 306th Dee, (945

Other anformatian
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Name and address of somecne who will
vour current address: (Vi55 ﬁ_,_“:
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