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oare Feb 28, 1978

o Mr. Russell A. Strong
Rt #1, Scotch Meadows Drive
Leurinburg, F. . 28352

cumscr  306th Bomb Group

—

Cear Mr, Strong:

Thank you for your telephone csll and for placing
my name on your malling list,

It is my belief that your information on the 306th
must be growing by "leaps and bounds" at this time. As I was tranafered
into the 306th sometime in late Juns of 1945 and for this reasen may

net be able te contribute enything which you do not already have ln your
files.

But from memo == would llke to pass on to yeu
whet I ecan for what 1t may bes worth,

Pirst, from the 306th Echoes dated 2/10/78, I knew
Cel H. H, Upham, @roup CO0, Stanley L., Jerrew, Group EngiEfoqu§, 8
Wendell Hull, Oro Hdge, Abe Grondin, 4Adjutant of the rd war
Marvis, and L. Euzgnu mithe I was Executive Officer in ha'gﬁgrd
until the OGroup joined the Occupatienal Alr Ferce 1n Uermany
returned to the 35tatea shortly thereafter.

then



N
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When I first joined the 23rd Major John BUIE, from
semewhere in Texas, was CO., He had been in the 306th for quite
sometime, he had previously served in the Pacific Theater having
been stationed at Hickam Field (among other assignments) at the
time of the Psarl Harbour attack. He was eone fine Officer. De
hepe that semeday through your efforts I can ebtaln his address as
I certainly would like te write him, He did return to the States
during the fall ef 1945, .

We were told that Patten's forces while advancing
through France and inte Germany found that their maps were net muech
goode And that semebedy in the War Department back in Washingten
came up with the idea that we sheould phetegraph Eureps. For my
money this was a brilliant ideas The 306th and another Group was
given this Jjobe. o

The arms and armanent were removed from our aircraft
ard high altitude cameras were then installed in the belly of the
aircrafte The crews then flew by the compass covering all areas and
countries over which the State Department could provide accesse

This werk began ovei the northern part of the Sarah
and the 306th continued the werk through the central part ef France,
Then the other Group was suppesed te werk from that line on northward,

The L23rd used a small field in Seuthern France at
Istpes fer eperatiense This small city is about 30 miles from
Marseille (spelling questionable).

Another squadron used a field at Bibraltars.
Another squadron used the Azores Islands.
Another used Dakar and Casablancae.

It was quite an ®xperience. All planes were required
to return to Thurleigh every 50 hours for the 50 hour check as this
could not be done at the eperaticnal lscation. The crews were given
three day passes usually while this work was accomplished. It was
a mob scene as personnel with lew points transfered in and those
with high peints moved on out to return home. Each day was different
as we had to sarch the rester for the necessary men. I remember that
the morning repert showed on one day that we had 118 efficers amd 585
men, This was the high point. All ¢f us really had te werke

- Then about December 1lst, 1945, the 306th participated
in cermenies, a parade speeehes, etce, ®f turning all 8th AF facilities
back over the to RAF, The parade and other functiens may have been
in the city of Lutem. I'm not sure about this,

, A couple of weeks later we moved out and om te
Southampten, across the chamnnel, nursing eur broken dewn vehlcles
to a destination at a German town named Geiblestat (spelling questionabled
I stayed at this German air field for about ten days then moving on sut
te return homeo
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' It was rather late in the War when I was shipped
overseas te Eurepe., March of 19llie

Was first in a B=2l Group {and den't remember the
number) at a location about twenty miles south ef Kings Lynn,
We were eperational only 90 dayse This has nothing to de with
the 306th but I was in a hard luck squadren, This one squadren
lest 29 aireraft and 22l men im 90 days. We enly knew of about
ten who surviveds I was remi@d@dof this when reading the acceunt
of the 367th.

- Then I was transfered into a service Group.
Se the War wagi was over befere I jeimed the 306kh.
Wish that I could have been with them at an earlier date because
it had quite a histery, quite a recerd,

Itts all in the past new == But I will try te
keep in teuch and would dearly love te. see some of my old friends.

-

Sincerelyg

Graenville‘ S, go 29607
(fermerly 39576893)
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DaTE March 27, 1978
Mr. Russell A. Streng
Rt #1, Seoteh Meadewa Drive
Laurinburg, W. C. 28352

SumJECT

S
—

Degr Mr. Strong:
I recently talked with a friend in Augusts,
Ga., who was stationad at Thurleigh for quite some time. I knew

him then. He was a Finance O0fficer snd I wanted te pass aleng te
you his nsme and address. It 1a as follows:

F;n?:ﬂ]'{ulhnrin, Ire -ﬁe #
270 Streat
Augua t-:?rgn. ;E?ﬂ? 40‘," ? !} , ;?

4

it 15 evident that I can't
spall Sshara.

Sinceraly,

NOTE:
when re-reading my letter of 2/28/78 -
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Mr, Russell A, Strong
Rt #1 Turnpike Rosd
Laurinburg, N. C. 28352

BuBJECT your letter 3!"‘151”??

Dear Husse:

Sorry thet I have taken such & long time to
answer your latter.

A amal) check 1s enclosed to help your csuse
along. This is all that I cen do at the present time.

Sinceraly,
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