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Russ:

I visited with JohmBennett Sundey night-Feb 29,1976. He is not very
talkative but his wife, who he married in Bedford during the war,yants
him to get involved with the 306th reunion etc., He said, he didn't
have much material but he went upstsirs and csme down with an album of
pictures of the early days of the 368th at Thurleigh., He had an
excellent picture of the 368th personnel with the plsne "Eager Beaver"
in the back ground idfact it is the same picture in Bove's book but
glesrer and larger. He has many othe plicture of Col Reagan snd other
368 personnel. Elbert 0dle ,he wes et the Maimi meeting, was S-3 of the
368th for quite s long time in fact I think I flew two missions with him

John Bennettssid he joined the 306th(36R8th) at Wendover,Utah when
the group didn!t hsve 8 plgne and Curt=Lemey was one of the squsdron
commanders. He was assigned srmement officer of the 368th and remained
at that job through out the wsr and after the war helped on the mapping
mission the 306th did in Europe. He hss an excellent picture of the
armament section taken at Thurleigh. He flewwoversess with the group
and was one f8tthe first personnel on the base at Thurleigh.

All I remember of him at Thurleigh he roomed in the barracks next
to me. He ate at the permanent party mess over by the Bsse commanders
barracksiso he did not mix with flying personnel. He sald he lost a
lot of friends who were the combat men in the esrly days ;lster in the
wer he just didn't make many friends of the comat crew because he hate
to lose them. I met him here in Peoria and served in the Reserve and
I11. Air National Guard He was Comptroller of the local unit until
he was mandatorily retire after 28 commission years.

I am sending you his meme and address, He sald he had other material
and pictures upstairs so I am going to get in touch with him again soon.
He said he ha8 an up to date address list of his armamet section so
I want to get that list and forward it to Bill Collins, I gave him a
form from Bill Collins and an emvelope stamped and addressedZe mads

Russ if there is anything in paetticular you think Bennett has let me

know and I will talk to himaw¢ ?,d WA/V‘TO



Squadrons

An veall-enown an the J06Th was boconiing
wats the lour souadrons and thelr pieturssqua
figmes: the 367th or Clay Pigeons; the 368th or
Enger Beavers; the 365th, or Fitin' Bitin': and
the 423rd or Grim . Reapers.

Dubbed the Cloy Pigeons by a Saturday
Evening Post correspondent, becouse oz ane of
the members sxid, "Thay wenl down just like
cley pigecna, logses wore so heavy,” the
nome the 367th had ecquired stuck, and by the
snd of tha year 1542 the squaodron. lm truth,
gppaared o be living up to it It seamad for o
ine that no one could popnibly nicy in com-
St In thet squodron survive. Loases ware
heavy, heavier than {hoss ol ony other squad-
ron [n the ETO ai that time, but the eglibre of
(e work of the men beshind the planss was
wvident in the comparatively fow tumbachs
due to mechonical l[oflure.

During the early t. ol 1843, the 368tk
znown as Filin® Biln', established the phen-
omanal record of complsting forty-two conse-
culive misslona withou! loss. This clmost un-
taliavable feat sloried on the first 'Wilheim-
ahoven atiock ond wos broken on the Jul
25th milsalon to Elsl. The record siood uwn
after D-Doy, when of eourss, several squod-
Tons in mony groups broke il However, the
fact cemaine thet Filln' Bilin' accomplished
this revpcnkoble action when the opposition
by the Lubtwalie woas ot ita lisrcesl.

The 38Mh, or Eager Beaver squodran, fully
lived up 1o 5 name by being the fimi h
bombardment squadron in the ETO to dio
1.000 tons on the Moxl war effort. The nquucﬁ
ron's semicliiclal moscol wos on old white
horse ‘thot lived in o fleld adjocenti to the
squadron arec. Many o time the nog wos
storiled inlo sudden octivity by Bare quns
firsd by ssubsront! combai mean a
particulerly smeccessful mission or n

t lomous of the Eoger Basaver bor-
racks is the Flak Happy Home and the equall

famous inscrl over the doc:, "Throug
Thess Portals the Moat Flak Happy Man
in the Warld.”

The 4X3d n hod a bad Hme in

ﬁu:[uhﬁ a nomae for iteelf. Known originally
an the Grim Reapers It was advised 1o chonge
the nome os |t wos oo grim and the German

do da I might ke odvaniogs
of it mm it=ali 10 the rela-

tively Wwme Flery Phontoms until “soms high
brann somewhore ke ofiginal nome.”
Now s olfically ths Grim Heapers agaln, On
the 422rd slle iz the fomous barrocks building
known ee Dingleberry Hall. Nomes that will
liva in the ol bockn are scribbled on the

walls ond ol Disgleberry, |
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Froal ‘How [laft t& right’ Alexonder, 7. W, W
Thopsas.  Tom!” Legarwood, "Huhu}"' Tolond, Gab
ducwy, William Ha (G 00 U hos™ 7, "Dick™
Walck, "Dinnie” Furhmsister, ‘Fios - Davig, Betwoen
and behind Buckey ond Roper—"lchany" Hyan
{oocapes’), Middle row: “Bill Tochmeiar, Alszonder,
Larch Hobinson, Hugh Phelon, 7, "Tommy” Watt,
G, D" Moore, "Hed" 7, "Ras" Rasmussen, Art
Titus, Fronk Kooima, 7. Rear row; Tillary, C. DL
Brown, "Doug’ White, ¥, "BHl" Conningheam,
“Benny" Benaan, 7, "X Pierce, Wall Morey, John
Feqarity, 7, |. Brown, "Mag" McKam.



368th Sguedron OFficers

Driginnl

Wm. A. Lanford, CO

Jessa L, Wilburn, Communications
Willism E. Friend, Jr. Operationa
Robert 5, Stevens, Enginesring
John L, Sennet, Armamsnt

Herold [, Wunal, Surgeon

1 Jdenuary 1944

John W, Regan, CO

Edward Mimzza, Exscutive OFfficaer
Elbert Udle, 5-3

Maynarc b, Uix, Navigatar

Edgar 5. Hallman, Adjutant

Sam 5, Mclealay, $-2

Stanley Silverstein, Bombardier
William Widlansky, Engineering
Robsrt L. Klawuhn, Communicetions
Clennon A. Krehar, fMess

James E, MeClung, Surgeon
Richard L. Mpore, Ordnance

John E. Bennet, Armament

1 July 1944

flaurice V. S5alada, C.O,
Ecwerd T. Miazza, Executiue
Elbert G. Odla, 5=3

h mamanh

Jamea E. McClung, Surgeon

Sam 5; fﬁl:NEEliE':,l'. SEE ﬂsﬁt} -}qm q}
Alfred W, Weld, 5= 16
ldm.rlda.ridlansl-w. enginssring ?ALPN;FJ,“ Mm ;:?GJL M r
ﬁaHn}ﬁﬂﬂr—HﬂEGT—bﬂmbﬂféfﬁr'éiﬁii' ] Z
Harold G. Tav}]or, Operations Wm a:_wjm.j‘?i ,

William Winship, Ordnance Eﬂ
Roy E. Buchanan, Navigator

1l May 1945 } m ,L!
Thomas M. Hulings, C. §. —o- e YV M J
Edward T, Miazza, Executive Off, Urlﬁi
n £. Bennet, Armaments and Chemicals ¥ ﬂ{r{ﬁ M i*)‘n‘)*-.
Rohart G, MatEke, a-0 o = ’éiﬂ 4}
James E. MeClung, Surgeon d
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Wm. C. Wan Norwan, S5-2 T‘fd‘ M :
Paul C, Wagnar, Navigator !?ﬁ"‘l}l’u‘ﬂ, W
Robert L. Whitnay, Adjutant [Arcan 50

Albert W. Greaves, Personal Equip. /I’J I‘Htj {,{W F-
15V
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368th C.0.s

Maj. Wm, J. Lanford 18 Mar 42-19 Jan, 43
Maj. Mac McKay 20 Jan 43-8 Appr 43

LTC John M, Regan 9 Apr 43-13 Apr 44

LTC Maurice V, Salada 14 Apr 44-24 QOct 44

Maj., Thomas M, Hulings 25 Oct 44-



