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I.D. PAPERS AND DOG TAG
AMERICAN PRISONER OF WAR

Ist Lt. John R. Barnett was the pilot of a B-17F in the
8th Air Force’s 306th Bomb Group stationed in
England. On Nov. 9th, 1942 Barnetts aircraft joined
47 others on a mission to bomb the German
submarine pens on the French Coast at St. Nazaire.
On his bomb run German Anti-Aircraft fire caused
one of the planes engines to burst into flames.
Barnett was able to drop his bombs on the target as
his crew fought the fire. Seeing they would not -make
it back to England in the heavily damaged aircraft,
Barnett banked the plane back towards the French
Coast however the fire was getting worse and he had
to give the order for the crew to bail out. Barnett was
the last of the 10 crew to bail out and just as he was
going out of the escape hatch the aircraft exploded
and burst into flames. He remembers falling through
the flames but his parachute opened and he landed

in the sea close to a burning oil slick where his plane

had crashed. The cold water eventually caused him
to lose consciousness as hypothermia set in. He

woke on the defk of a German Flack boat that had

picked him up. Both the German crew and 3 of his
crew members that had already been picked up were
trying to revive him. The Flack boat brought him
ashore and turned him over to a Luftwaffe unit which
transported him to a P.O.W. Camp where - he

remained a Prisoner of War until his liberation on

April 29th, 1945.
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