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e EIGH SCOiT & OVTFALS SLLILIS FE5159=44 (ET.-“;T CODE JDA
i'nless other-ise indicated)

Fi SHPLGATTON CUETER NO 44, FT PACART™R, CALIF
(RR 1-2 & 1-5 PERSONNEL)
Umless othervise indicated

GRLDE &
ARIF OF
NAME STRVICE LSH CECH g8 ASR  ADLRESS
BARD, Robert H F/0 0127902 Hq & Hq Sq, 1091 710 179 S, Formesa Lve,
AC 40th Bomb Vg los Lngeles, Cal.
x % i * * % L3 L =k
BUSCH, Curroll R T/8ct 39238045  525th ALF 432 487 1111 W, Robidow,
A Band (JEH) 1los Angeles, Cal.
MULIANIX, Fred F St 29532838  837th 1P Co 677 53Q  Box 847,
40 Concord, Cal.
Elhidgeiaoeld Lo ooty —§9553223 ——3F - Big T TTRITTHIR 10914%.Rochester
50 Co Avn Los Angeles, Ce
GUYRN, Mallace L Cpl. 39290313  2th Fhoto oLk 530 10641% Thipole
Ll Tech Sq W Hollyrood, Cal
NORIIG:, Trinidad T  T/5 39709001  311th Sig 776 530  Box 1332,
55 Co Lvn Barstow, Cal.
VERES, Iarrence ' Fro 42034704 311th Sig A50 540 202 W, Date St.,
LG Co Avn Rialto, Cal.
ZABLTH, Julian e 36631930 8th Fhoto 070 530 423 W, Crange Grov
4C Tech “q Los fingeles, Cal,

F/0 ROBERT W. BLID, T-127902 AC (1091) 710, Ho & la Sg, 40th Bomb g, 18
designated DIC and Custodian of records for Seperation Zenter Gp IE5155-44.
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AP0 397

JJ Gogbomber 1343
23lei

SUASECTs  Comwendation.

T 1  (oamunding Of{icer
423rd Bouab Sq (17)
306h Bomb Cp (7)
APD 387

1. In comparing the total miles of ofrfective coverase achioved by orews
of this command on the Casey Jonss Projecs from 10 June 1345 %o date, it has
coze To wy ajlention thab the following personnsl have sccomplishied thair
assigned task with & romarkadle demenstration of pracision sand teamwork.

2. Anal als indicutes that a total of 1250 milea o fi1lsht linss have
vevn Cilown by shis orew of whioh 1036 miles or 32.38% o0 tosal miles Zlown has
basa accepted us eifsotive covera,e. This is i hly oo aisaduble and reflsots
oxcellsnt training, ilylng Sochnigue and bewawnri dossite long todiocus cone
socutive gortivs ab hizh altihwio. This orow s disvinsaisned itsell on this
projeot.

3o I wish to comicud the Iollowing persvansl whoas 2ib3tanding Yechnioal
87111 and tewwwork was respounsible for the vxoellent rosalss atiainad,

Ta M8 LG WORLN I TERY 0778807
{CPe  F/0 RIBIRT G AAD T-127002

e /0 WILLIAX H DINPIEGSE Tel37734

Be 18t Lt ALVIN L CILIOLUH 0752708

Be 5/8gs Charles i Roth 32873537

Re 4/3gt Thomas V Purlong 3111.728

Fe /gt Ewmrl I, Blucher 35343308

Pe Sgt liarold I Usmorsst 1518001)

4e A copy of this lewier will be plasod in the 201 {ile of all cone
coruoed.

Colonel, Air Corps
Corgpuding




THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL
It was in May of 1972, on a cold, windy and cloudy day, that I returned to Thurleigh to
see what remained of the 306th Bomb Group. Along with me were my wife, Tip, a Max
Factor London associate, Barry, and his German wife, Ursula. We were all friends, as
Barry had only recently been transferred from Hollywood to the UK. None of us had ever
really discussed the war, so there was great anxiety about seeing a real wartime airfield. I
had hoped to show them a great deal more than I did. In fact, all that was left standing
were two rectangular barracks buildings. There was absolutely nothing else that could be
identified. I was really disappointed as we had devoted the whole day for this project. We
were, however, able to drive close to the old buildings, so I figured why not take a look.
There was no sign of life around so we just pushed open the door and found nothing but
some farm equipment that the present owner must have been storing. When I looked at
the walls, I noticed some writing and took a closer look. Instantly I knew this was a list of
missions that someone had compiled and above them was the name of my plane, the Solid
Sender! I couldn't believe it. No other wall or ceiling art was to be found . . . just the one
that concerned me. I recognized the listing of missions which included the ones I had

flown, so I presumed this was the record of one of our crew members.

I yelled to the others to come and look, and Ursula was the first one to arrive. She
immediately spotted the Fulda mission of February 6, 1945 and told us that was her home
town, and in fact recalled that date vividly. It seems her mother had grown weary of
constantly running to the bomb shelter and this day she said to Ursula that they were going
to stay put. As fate would have it, their home was spared, but their bomb shelter took a
direct hit and everyone was killed. At this point our conversation suddenly stopped.
Neither of us knew what to say. It was a very strange feeling for me, as I'm sure most of
us flyboys preferred to imagine our bombs ruining military targets, factories, etc. Here I
was looking at our "enemy," a beautiful woman who luckily survived our "pinpoint"

bombing.

I too recalled this mission; it was a major foul-up all the way! Here is the summary of my

sixth mission from my scrapbook . . .



Interestingly, I never was a souvenir hound and neglected to bring home a memento from
the Thurleigh days. Fate intruded again. We left via the back door of the barracks and
noticed that the farmer had recently tilled the land right up to the doorway. As I stepped
out, there was a 50 caliber machine-gun bullet in my path. Wow, what a find! It now
adorns my office desk, still with the traces of British mud . . . and still armed, ready for

use!

My friend Barry returned to London determined to come back and remove the wall
section and send it on to me. However, I had immediately related this story to Cyril
Norman, a 306th historian who lived nearby. He contacted the 8th AF authorities, who
got there first. I am told that this section was sent on to Wright-Patterson Air Force

Museum in Dayton as part of their collection of "wall art."

I only wish that the Solid Sender, which ended the war with approximately 120 missions,
had been spared the scrap heap in Arizona. This would have been a fitting tribute to a

great crew chief, Joe Terrana.

ROBERT M. BARD

423rd co-pilot & pilot
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had been spared the scrap heap in Arizona. This would have been a fitting tribute to a
great crew chief, Joe Terrana.

ROBERT M. BARD

423rd co-pilot & pilot
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The 3th Air Force, TI!:Su.mil‘llg its assault

an Germany yesterdey, struck close to the [
Western Front when over 900 Fortresses [
and Liberators bhombed three benzol

o plants and an oil refinery at Dortmund,
i 4% miles northenst of Cologne and 20
miles east of Essen, besides attacking rail
i vards at Soest, in the Dortmund arez, and
Siegen, 45 miles enst of Cologne.

\ One wave of bombers also attacked a
4 large railway viaduct at Bielefeld, in
northwest Germany. Instruments were

8 needed on all targets except Bieleleld, The (8

250 fighters accompanying the bombers |5
had no enemy air opposition and ack-ack [
was nezligitle, but one bomber is missing |f
from the ap:rations, [# f‘a

The RAF had 3 big night Tuesday, also [S8E
striking close 10 the fighting lines when E
Lancasters 1aade a heavy attack on enemy
shipping at Sassnitz, on the island of [§
Rugen in twe Baltic, 75 miles from the |
port of Siettin, objective of Marshal [J
Zhukov's Rzd Army [orces. And Berlin [
was hit by Mosquitoes for the 15th con- @5
secutive night.







