o e gl 05 v\ fogsal'

Lits & ﬁufc%



o st QUL s Decron. COL s cacorop
(A F %m



G b ritd £ Mhovis pPrwvitars Grayr tfote
Flur bt st s j0Mer I, Ko it Oottrieners
Lowthen sy &, bl v wlow meedhd) . Sotris @ sptmti
r;?aﬁf%—”fmf W Aty %"“&' M tyaz p2L 0]
//Véi; Lt Yt ./)faff’/? Aot Clpmy ‘?ﬁfﬁﬂmfé? 2, ih A N i

/x%fir? ;



'l.‘ight-.
| TR TR

I
H D
3 =4
[
O = |
= |
[+1}
42 @
o o 1
o E |
e
2ay, |
|
D m o
[
m3H |
« O3
L L
o '
5ra |
i :
"5
= = n
= s @ |
o= 2 W
o -
| l : %
| | | g ey -'q_;
| . e -:;-ud.,_- ..__l,_\::‘-:.
| n
| I| \:3] Yy HI'“;:‘
| \ I%]' Il"l\‘-.“ '\-‘-. -
I|I 'Q'L* R o
L e e
Sty o
3N

ﬁff“/y{f -;"F"I"ff.l r'lf___'.li'-r“—'.l L) /,d.fﬁ,:'#.rﬁ.r"'r".-ﬂ P oY .]/fy/ﬁ;rif’ffj?@_ﬁ/ﬂ ?

_——

Vs 1lipue, AL, G Do
1503 s sognt i3 fﬁ it L Retuorg
/%/ M’// olone \ Y Bzer - 4 i ”’/”“f - ﬂf’“"ﬂ’r"‘”*

a;/{,gq”f??’rrnﬁ;ﬂ{&(’é B s ’;f?‘“ ﬂe?,//:’lf f/f;%f{%r?“ﬁ/@ﬁéi
2 I L, gl

&
/ f e fﬁ-’ﬁ@;ﬁ;,;ﬂ;.,



other personal data:

Description of Air Missions:
{(What were the highlights of your combat career? What was your
role? What heroiecs did you witness? What events were there ot
which you have special knﬂwledgg?l
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|':I'\l-!_-.i.'l (‘f.r-l'-r'!ﬁ- .'_;:.;r.ll"' ‘ o ] I"l:. [l f '.I':" Free i o jllj;" j}-_:-"_'.-l

Add additional pages, if necessary



A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EIGHTH AIR FORCE
Russell A. Strong, Rt. 1, Scotch Meadows Dr. Lauri nburg, NC 28352

Py S
Hame Lir’_..-"'r_.-": -’lll,-' o ,II A el Ay
») P &,y
Address_J/ Y ;ffr",f’ TR DR .-"1'. R 1"’{/"'.b _,"1_-"'; p 7E L
Talaphone 770/-37/- V3 A3 Date l'ff Nhﬁl e A
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s . A=t - e S
Address /0 FD (Gos-/ A /D,  Telsphone FA3-4 7%
A Ay e
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Service Record: serial Hefs) O /9% /77
Before joining the 306th: _ =
'T"-I'”- By ’ = 4 _I_r' P ey Ao o #
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MAEter leaving the 3I0&6th:
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106th Record:

3 #q : Fai _-"1
Arrival Date rliiit L Sguadron or other unit £ | - % ¥

MOS A4, Combat Status

Missions Completed [

Promotions (JANY pal W TLE

Decorations /AM »”olecs_ DFC_ oles S5 DSM DSC_ MH__SM

> PH__ Battle Stars ather
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Name_) . [3 4rier/ T Address 77 Lapeeree Do flen Vet [T 2695

-

Telephone 1.8 /- 27/ -F+6 5 (i)

MISSING AIRCRAFT REPORT

| I, = =
Pilot 1bfa'~¢-;fﬂr;é Plane # and Hame
Lo o = g ¥
Mission Date U, /. 13~ /745 Target ﬁiffiiﬁpbﬁﬁn-

& g .
Cause of loss: AA fire Fighter attack * Other, explain

T
&

Describe conditions in the plane as completely as you can:

._.I__i-

1 y : 7 2 T i y
7 e ;-,-f.ﬁ#??ﬁ,.?, o ,a;_-ﬂ; ;’r-"'fri_;ﬁ}f;?;f .'-'__.-'?{_.J{},;f.-.-’ ; fh_-.I_-f'q,.-_-:{,lr;u_-', ppamie O ﬁﬂﬂ_ﬂ

How and where did you leave plahe?

§ 4 r s =
“l " ! - .-'I:lr - £ il = g "I:.:-._:' A 2 :"":-_ - F 'II-I = =1 .I-I  d
:,n)::'}"f- .:"'J_.-é .--'f::..-'l___;_l|I /‘7'({{:0_._‘ ; .‘I-";'l: I)F:»:‘_‘”’./_{,; £ ,“f.—._r e s;ll,..,.-'..-.a-'iﬂ".'! 4 AR T £ A S ity _--1'-__.!'._.__.1-",.;_4"- ,??j.%ﬂrfﬁ"' s-ré--:

What happened when you got on the ground?
ot LT fé;,ffﬁm A 2 ¢ { e 7-4' >,

Did you meet any of your crew mates?

00 it @ fonr s

How were you treated, if captured?
o

'S-""' r'-';..f:;-&-:f..-’:-'"a.’—- _f’,g?f?:’ﬂ _‘,.a-',?ff

Any additional details, reminiscences, letters, or documents of these events would be ap-
preciated. If you do send such materials, I will copy them and put them back in the mai

to you within 24 hours.



RECORD UPDATE
306th Bomb Group Association

{Please complete as much of this form as you wish, and give)
{to Russ Strong at the Las Vepas reunion, or mail to his ad-)
{drezs: 3323 chewval Pl., Charlotte, KC 28205 4

Date tnmple ced

- ’ u _Fﬁ]"' o
LAST HAME: f',tkf 4 e RIS FIRST WAME: A1 A )= Ticle: {,— 'L.-’J.

o _.'H ..'_-' i f:."rf

Street address: /- |/ pA DnpE AN iz, Telephone: (}'c'-;'l,.} :;fj '...r"“._.;-'

)

City, state, zip: /1D DLERLAY L’H: S5 7SS

Fi

-l—'(")r n .I'IIII- | o : [ T
Date of birth: 5 /o000 / Wife's name: (7 /- £
College(s) attended: [ /[ Ve Depreels) Year(s):

o

Last employment & job title: / -r,-ﬂ; »’{hl."'ff':’Jf'?“'ﬂT-'{""l";'?"':-'{r’?":"

i

=

Yesr Joined 306eh Assoctaclon:yy HEr) (T LAS FiNsT & EFLRED

Reunions acttended: (by year or location) Kfj}}‘_:j: LeaSH Tt

T = i
Serial #f: ?:;Jlj" g ;7:; Sqdn: ﬂ';.f’l‘* SFECiEli:Fi-'L{_‘zf!'_/’:
. A 4 e W L@ .
Date joined 3':'5'-'1“({-,."",—‘1 7 f_-tj"'lg If combat, what crew? “is 7 __,.-f_a-:',:'.r-‘f? &L 4 41 B
L4104

Special duties or assignments w/306th:
If -commisgioned w/306th, date & specialty:
Date departed:-!(/ &% jesy 3 Highest rank/grade w/306th: )—f&ﬁ}[f

-

Other BthAF units served with:

Top service assignments after 306th:

USAF retirement date: / f;:[ A ff;f:f Bank/grade: K’f@ ?

Most memorable experience w/306th: (use back of sheet, too)
it gre HAVIEM fu,gxfr;??;rjrr,_-) DiTEH 1) Aea+H 544
(A5 gaL, TV 32342 0T oVeR HAMM, G it/

In the continuing search for 306th people, please inform the secretary as to any
prErsons vyou know From the 306th wha are oot 1diated In tha 10BE Adwoot awmrs R



EECOED UFDATE
306th Bomb Group Association

{Please complete as much of this form as you wish, and return to
Buss Strong at the reunion, or mail to Russ Stromeg, 5323 Chewval

Place, Charlotte, NC 28203) Little Bock 1939
S Date complete /[ /L Z-Il"r
T - - — £ _r-'“.l".
it W IV it J L g P = - ¥l ¥ !
LAST WAME: T/ CSHAL FIRST WaME: AL/ EL TITLE: W
e f MIT bl AR VE ,a_'r.--**‘ ML 2, o
streat address: fCL (1P VA ETelephone: () m- .?;5
R R —-'-’. . s i
City, state, zip :__-5;- i :-'-'. = ok I'.f( 4 7. '5'
/
P =
g e P o T
Date of Blixth: /M0 00 f Wife's name: [ A/4AT O
College(s) attended: -— Degrea(a): Yaar(s):—

Last employment and job eitle: /7 Haes i L2

H'.Eﬂni:lns attended: (by vear or location)

T Lo 2

serial #: (7 7)95 /7 / Squadron: E_;"{ yME: speciality: /| ff-f's_r“f

Date joined 306th: J"ffi:u.' Ad If combat, what crew: }j arl I;"("‘ " /" f" “E"
Special duties or as:igmentﬂ w/306th: — .

Humber of missions flown: W Date of last mission: -:;j"’{’":’j /5

Date left 306th: b;ff’ 'f Highest rank/grade with 306ch: .t "--"—':f'_-;’

Other Bth AF units served with: -—

Top service agssignments after 306th:

USAF retirement date: Rank.-"gradu:yf-'b-ﬁ:f

.-.':._-' -“"J,-I:.'.ﬂ -I_ g

Copies of old 306th crders, either from the Group or Statiom 111, or any of the
squadrons or other units, will be welcomed by the secretary.

If you know of other 306th people who do not appesr in the directory, please add

their names and current or former addresses to this sheet so that we may search
further for them.



. 28 PIANA ROAD,
B 161 Fupe~ ,

‘'you sent to me, which was taken on board RML 553, while you were stillat _ &

f%gw%ﬂ&ﬂéﬂ% /, BIRCHES HEAD,
Ayl STOREONTRENT,

/“J””’% . by Fovo STAFFORDSHIRE.
ST1 6RS.

WM%%MW ¢ ENGLAND.

4%& ’

/é A %LM /{ é 14th Sl—E~1PT’98. _

Dear Mr Barberis, ’g A1 W / ﬂ%

I was very pleased to receive your recent letter. Many thanks for the
enclosed photographs. I am amazed how cheerful you all seem in the dinghy,

considering you have just ditched in the North Sea. I have passed on your thanks to my Rt
father, and he was very surprised after all this time, to read first hand about the rescue. _— :
What he remembers most about it was how much food was consumed by yourselves 5 Cm TR

which can only be expected after your ordeal. By the way, he was the Motor Mechamc 8

in charge of the engmes of RML 553.
I think the enclosed photographs that I have had copied for you should be of
interest. The photo of RML 553 was kmdly sent to me by the Coastal Forces

| hlstonan, Geoffrey Hudson I think it was taken sometime after May’44 and the
—launch is slightly- different in appearance from May’43. The forward gun turret is

actually a 2 pounder, but when you were picked up it was a twin .Sinch machine gun

turret on a powered mounting. As you can see, the other photo is similar to the one

-

Immingham Dock. It was among some of my fathers photographs, but it was not taken

by him, and we assumed it to be of an unknown RML and RN crew, due to the Navy
caps and sweaters. The photograph and letter you kindly sent me has now confirmed
that it is RML 553, and who the “sailors” are Once again, many thanks for writing to

me, and if anythmg turns up Whlch I thifik may be of interest to you I wxll Wnte agam e

Yours sincerely,

N/~ Y o /5

Robert Rushton




I have also found details about 2 other Fortresses, on which I would appreciate your

comments. 42-30813 named “Queen Jeannie” went missing on 14/10/43 at

Schweinfurt, the pilot being McCallum, Was this the aircraft involved when Robert CAN Vou py
McCallum was KIA. Also, 42-30603 named “Las Vegas Avenger”, which went OF HeLP ’p
missing on 26/11/43 at Bremen, the pilot being Jeffries. Again, was this the aircraft

involved when Arthur Adrian was KIA. If the aircraft mentioned are incorrect, do you

know their correct identities? I look forward to hearing from you at your convenience.

Yours sincerely,
Abect Mol

Robert Rushton



28 DIANA ROAD,
BIRCHES HEAD,
STOKE-ON-TRENT,
STAFFORDSHIRE.
ST1 6RS.
ENGLAND.

25th JULY’99.

Dear Mr Barberis,

I hope you are keeping well. As I said in my letter dated Sept *98, if I
came across anything of interest I would write to you again. I have received a copy of
the Air Sea Rescue Directorate report on the ditching of the Fortress 42-29666. It
came from someone researching Air Sea Rescue in the Immingham and Grimsby areas.
It originally came from the Public Record Office. As you can see it describes the events
of the ditching in detail. How does it compare with what you remember of the event? 1
would appreciate your comments. I have also been in contact with an 8" AF Society in
England, who are based close to Thurleigh. They think they may have a photograph of
the Fortress. I have been putting off writing to you, until I received a reply from them,
but as I have been waiting for quite a while, I thought T had better write now. There
could be some doubt about the identity of the aircraft in the photograph, as there was
another Fortress based at Thurleigh with the same name, but with the 369" Squadron.
If the photograph is of 42-29666, I will write again enclosing a copy.

Also, I have recently been reading the book “The B17 Fortress Story” by Roger
A. Freeman. If you have not seen this book, it lists the fate of nearly all Fortresses
built. I have been looking through it to try to identify the aircraft in which you were
shot down, on 28/7/43. I have found 2 possibilities that were lost at Kassel on that

date. 42-29777, named “Pecksﬁ@gifl}gys” piloted by Peck, and 42-29779, named MY LA s/fF'L (GuT

“Babs Best” piloted by Harris. Is either of these aircraft the one concerned?



-~ e

3. The use of the dinghy radiv tau e considered to be the wudn factor
in L succuss of Lhe 1esoue, ospucially ia view of tlw deasc fuy which
doveloped.

L, The captain stated that imasdiatoly after ditching they were sightad
and orbited by another B.17. at 100 f£t. If this aireraft transmitted; and no
signals were received, it would have been too low to have trenamitted effeatively,

5. The pilot did not inflate his “Mas West" until after he had fallen into
the water, This may have led to ssrious results, Four "Mae Westa" would not
inflate (possibly faulty maintenance),

6, In spite of the faot that the camera hatch doors had broken in on impact
and water flooded into the radio cabin, the airoraft floated for three minutes,
Empty fusl tanks no doubt greatly added to the flotation quality,

7. The distress of the crew on the first night suggests that weather covers
wuld be a good adt_!it‘ion to the i, 2, raft,

8. The RMLL, radio operator statod that he had diffioulty in taking
bearings on the automatic signals from the dinghy radio transmitter, Wwhen
transmitting, conatant speed should, if possible, be maintained to ensure as
far as possible a satisfactory taking of D/F bearing, If oconstant speed is not
maintained there will be a tendency for the signals to becoms unreadable due to
fading out of the signals. '

9. After the airoraft submerged a quantity of wreckage flosted to. the
surface, The crew did mot inspect this although the sea conditions were sush
that it was quite easy to paddle baock to the spot, It may well be that some
articles of use might have been retrieved, If conditions vermit it is always -
advisable to ascertain that no article of value from the airoraft is left behind
floating on the soa,

Alr Ministxy,

12th August, 1943, : Issusd by:- Directorate of Aircreft Safety.
Anson Notes 5, 6, 1, 17.
Beaufighter ‘ Note 49.

Beaufort Notes 47, 68, 69,

Blenheim Note 24,

Comments on Sea Rescus, Notes 1-17  Note 18 (withdrawn)

Botha i Nota 40 .

Boaton Note 52

Defiant _ Note 10

Fulmar lNote 23

Fortress lotes 61, 67,

Ilampden Notes 1, 19, 27, 29, 46, 65,
H&lifw Notes 58, 10-2’ LIJ) 53) 57’ 71.
Havoa Note 45

Hudson . Notes 2, 26, 30, 41,
Hurricane Notes 9, 20, 22,

Liberator Note 59,

Lysander TIX Hlute 33,

Lancaster Notes 55, 73.

Spitfire Hotas’ 8, 11, 12, 23, 31, 4k, 28.
Stirling Notes 50, 56, 70.

Tomahavdk Hotes 34, 36,

/ Vunturs
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(i1) #lare pistol and 12 parachute flarus.
(ii1) 4 ocans of fluorescens powder,

One vscape kit was divided amony the crow late ths first afternoon, tw wera
divided the noxt morming and 2 more, early that aftermoon. Shortly before being
picked up, ome "K" ration unit was opened up for each life raft, whieh was caten
together with ons box of "D" ratious (ohocolate) and the first drink of water was
taken,  Whon they were picked up they had left 5 "K" rations, 3 escape kits,

and 14 pints of water, .

3 Soon after getting into the dinghies the hydrogan balloon was filled to
4 diameter of 3 £4. and an attoupt was made to launch the asrial, This wont up
only 15 £t, and so was pulled down again and inflatod further to a diamster of
approximately 4s £t. This time the acrial went up to about 150 £t, and
transmissions were cormmenced, These were made at the hour and the half-hour for
five ninutes and often between these intervals, About midnight on the firat
night, an aircraft, belioved to be a Wallington, passod over at approximately
1,000 ft, A flare pistol was mot ready and wmuch funbling ensusd in getting it
out and fitting the flare, The aircraft had passed overhead before ths flare
vag fired, but fortunately it was seen by the aircraft which was fxrom 6 Group,
It turned and circled as another flare was firod and an S,0.S. wns made fron
the transudtter lamp,

4, The aircraft flashed something with its code ‘lamp but this woas not rcad
becauss of the propellors and plancs passing in front of the light, A landing
laug was put on but never found the dinghics. ifter cireling twice, the airoraft
ovntinued on course, It had obtained a "GEE" fix, The transmissions from the
dinghy radio were pioked up by shore stations and an approximats position was
obtained, which, coupled with the "GEE" fix from the bomber aircraft returning
from operations, enabled a search to be instigategd, .o

5 ‘The heavy sea fog developing over tho arca vrecluded the use of search
airoraft, Swface craft, however, wore instructed to proceed to ths position
given and home on the dinghy transmissions, i

6. The following morning the orcw hoard what thoy thought to be an eiroraft,
the notors would get louder and then die out. .is they beoame louder the orew :
would shoot a flare in the bope of it boing scen, This happened on several
occasions throughout the day, once throe bursts of gun fire were heard neaxby,
Thinking that these might have coue from a ship the crow blow whistles which wore
carried, Later it was discovered that the notors heard were those of the roscus
launch and the shots wure those fired at an 01d lifcebuoy by the ship's crew,
However, the fog was Bo denss that oven although the whistles had boen heard the
RM. L, was unable to find tho dinghy for a confidarable tine, .

During the time thoy were afloat, rationing was commenced, No-ons
felt particularly hungry or thirsty, ;

Renarks.

1. Tho orew emphasised particularly the fact that the captain of the
airoraft had insisted on constant ditching drill, Prior to sach mission each
member of the orew, when time ;omiitted, carried out a complete drill, On ths
morning of the mission, when tine was short, the orew were called into the radlo
room while each member pointed out his pusition on the floor, and told the pilot
what he had to do whon the ditching order was given, Also at this tims, all
"Mae Viests" werev chocked for holes and all the ansillary equipment was checked

over,

2, 4s a result, ditchim: wuas centirely sucoessful and the orew abandoned
the airoraft without the slightest difficulty and succeeded in getting out all
the equipment.
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aircrufl’ i tonuicd o va e the oo L3 :_,,'K.‘L].," Ladd o ot ‘_lb (AN l..h. The
captain statud lus oy aifriculty was i Juaging Lhe hedght ad iu conscyuence
he touched Jdovn tlaiut o seoond before he vrpieted to,

Dinghy Drill,

1. Phe crev iu Lhe radiv cabin werv Liracud in acourdanco wvith ihe positions
laid down by D.D.4/S,R., naacly in 2 linws of 3 and 1 of 2, the positions being
altorud by tlic captain iu order to ¢nsurws tliat the heavicest men were up against
the bulk head, There was a heavy initial shock as the tail touched, followed
by a lesser shock with considerable deceluration as the aircraft odme to rest,
It floatad with water covering about 3 ft, of the trailing edge of the wings,
The tail surfaces wers sitting well on the top of the water,

2. i crank handlc of the bomb loading wrench which had beeu left on the wall
of the radio cabin was wrenched off by the shock and hit 2 of the ‘crew and rendered
thom unconscious, but the surge of water through the floor fortunately revived
thom,

3. . Tho crew, who had carried out a diwghy drill on exactly these lines
prior to every mission, quictly and in an orderly mannor got out in their appointed
oxrder, through the radio room hatch which was alroady opon, each man taking out
tho cquipmant with which he had been dotailed, The pilot and co-pilot camse out
through their respeotive cockpit windows,  The pilot unfortunately slipped and
fell into the sea, He held on a camnon shell hole in the loft wing which had
baen ripped open to about twioe its originul size, He was pulled on to the wing
very quiokly, The dinghy relcase had bucu uvperated several timos but the doors
only partially openecd, and were therofore in consequence pulled off by hand,

the dinghies (rafts) were dragged out when they inflated at once, satisfactorily.
The renr gunner who vas the last to leave the radio cabin handed out 2 "K" type
dinghles, Considerable diffioulty was oxperienced in broaking the painter of
the starboard dinghy. . The captain had a knife which cut tho painter Just as ths
orew despaired of breaking free the dinghy. Tho orow got into the 2 4,2, rafts,
seoured theia together, and paddled completely round the airoraft whioh was still
floating well, After approximately 3 minutes, the tail went up and the airoraft
gently sank,

Respue,

1. The orew were in very good spirits, so muoh so that one of tho meinbers
took photographs with his camera which hc had selvaged,  The pilot and the
navigator were the only 2 who had been completely immersed, but all were drenohed
up to ths kmees. VWater falling through the top of the radio room had wade the.
rost of the orew fairly wet, The sum ou the first afternoon was not hot emnough
to dry the olothing although the crew partislly stripped and rubbed down, This
was lator aggravated Ly the splash of the waves against the dinghies which

tended to break over and wet them still further, 4s night ceme on, several began
to shiver, Everyone spent a pretty bad night. .The navigator suffered most and
could only keep warm by cranking the emsrgency radio or rowing with the dinghy -
paddles, When daylight cams thore was a dense fog which condensed oum the olothing
of tho orew, and ice was tonding to foxrm on the hnir and in thc eyebrows of them
all, This condition existed throughout the day and although nb-ons became
seriously ill, the pilot's opinion was that had they spent another night on the sea
at least the tail gunner, and probably others, wight have succumbed to the effeats
of exposure, The hood and aprons from the "K" type dinghies proved invaluable,
theso wore out off and used as head covers, All emcrgency equipment was stowed
in these dinghics which were secured to the wain rafts, and the orew huddled
together as olosuly as possible to got warmath, This was found to be of great
assiatanoca,

2, The equipnient available wasi-

(1) The emorgency radiv und all the ancillury equipment
for use with it.
7/ {34)
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FORTRESS B, 17.F. 229666 - DITCHED Qi

21/5/L3 T 1,21 HOURS irEROXTLTELY 100 (TLES BEAST OF W12/ S, Gescus W
CII3BY, : R
Ii.troduction.
1. This uircrat't wus briefud to bomb.'.'.'ilhuhnshuvcn. The attack was made

at 26,000 ft, TBombs werv relcascd on turget, when, while turning away the
aircraft was hit by a burst or lak under the ving which appeared to dumage the
super-chargers of lios,l und 2 engines, Tho cousequent loss of speed made the
aircraft drup both below and behing oruation, By cutting across they managed
to catch the formution ugain, but ‘could not keep up - once again falling behind,
Fighters imncdiately attucked, apparently in relays, as a running fight
devaloped which lasted from avproximately 11.00 hours to 14.00 hours as fresh
waves of fighters came in to the attagk, They were losing height at zpproximate-
1y 300 ft. per minute., At 20,000 ft. No.4 engine was hit by a burst of -20 mm,
shells, No.2 cnginc was also hit, the cowling being shot awey and a fire
started, The propcllor ran away and caused such a vibration that the I,F.F, *
dctonated after 3 minutes, it 17,000 ft, the oxygen system and the inter-
commmnication failed, :

2. Still losing heighy they managed to get a little more power from their
No.4 engine, but could not maintain it, By now there were several holes. through
the nose, many through cach wing, several flak holes in the boub-bay doors, 10
or 12 20 wa. holes from ball turret back, although only 2 of these, 1 near ths
tail whecl and 1 in the tail gun compartnent, were of great size, A 2 £, square

was also blown out of the port elevator (or left horizontal stabiliser) near the

" fuselage, It was quite obvious that it would be iurpossible to reach friendly

shores and a decision had to be made whether to ditch the aircraft or to turn
back over hostile territory and bale out, The decision to ditch was highly
comendable in view of the fact that the I.F.F. had dotonated and the radio had

. been shot to pieces,

Veather Conditions.

: The sva was calm, The wind less than 10 m.p.h.  There was mo swell,-
Visibility excellent,

" Preparation for Ditching,

1. The fuel tanks read as follows:-

No.1l tank - 95 _gallons. : )
No.3 tank und fecder - approximately 100 gallonms.
Nos,2 and 4 tanks - Nil,

2, - i1l guns and ammunition, with the exception of those in the top turret
were wow jettisoned, ' The crew then:took up ditching stations, 8 in the radio
cabin, pilot and co-pilot in their positions at the controls, . Height was now .
approximately 350 ft, it this moment another fighter camé in to attack, ifter
the first attack the co-pilot climbed up into the top turret, and, waiting for
the fighter to come in for the second attack, let it close in to point blank
range and put in a burst which shot it down immediately into the sea, making the
11th fighter olaimed to be shot dowm by this aircraft that day, He resumed his
Place at the controls and stropped himself in again,

Di.tch:lm,

By the time the height was 350 ft., the only sexviceable engine was
Noy3. The approach was made with about one third flaps, tho air speed falling
ateedily from 135 to 95 m.».h, The engine was loft on full only a split
second before hitting, when it was completely returded, thyottled baok and the

Gdore . /aircraft
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28 Diana Road,
Birches Head,
Stoke-on-Trent,
Staffordshire.
ST1 6RS.
England.

o™ March’00

Dear Mr Barberis,

Many thanks for the copy of 306™ Echoes. I am pleased that the
photograph and ditching report can be shared with many more people. Can I point out
a couple of errors which crept into the article. In the original report the abbreviation
RML is short for Rescue Motor Launch. Also in the caption for the photograph, it
states that Robert Smith and crew were rescued by an RAF Air/Sea rescue launch. It
should have read a Royal Navy rescue launch. I hope you don’t mind me mentioning
these points.

Continuing my research I recently purchased a copy of the 423 BS Combat Diary
edited by Russell Strong. The entry for 15" Feb’44 mentions that a copy of the book
Target: Germany, was received by the squadron. I have managed to obtain a copy of
this and one of the photographs is of “an aircrew being picked up by the Air/Sea
rescue service”. It appears to be from the sequence taken in the dinghy, while you
were awaiting rescue. You may have already have,seen it or have a copy, but just in

’

I have also purchased a copy of “First ov rmany” again by Rusself Strong. Tf'nere
is a photograph in it showing yourself and some of Robert Smith’s crew being
congratulated by Col Curtis LeMay. Is it possible to obtain a better copy of this
photograph?

Finally, I wonder if you can ask Russell Strong about a couple of things for me. Does
a MACR report exist for your mission on 21% May’43, and is there any record of the
missions and crew members of 42-29666 “Dearly Beloved™, prior to this mission.

Best Wishes and once again many thanks.

Yours sincerely,

slerc

Robert Rushton




Daniel Barberis - 2

Shortly before being shot down, on 6 July, Barberls was awarded
a Distinguished Flying Cross for his stalwart leadership of these

two crews.

Men who completed a full tour of missions often received the DFC,
in addition to the Air Medal. Dan had received this and two oak
leaf clusters which indicated that that he had completed 18 mis-

sions. Receiving a DFC at the time Dan got his was a good indicator

that he had indeed proved himself a worthy flying officer.
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367th, 368th, 369th, 423rd Squadrons, and service organizations
Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England -~ September 1942-April 1945

306 TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

President

Herman Kaye, MD
1905 Carla Ridge
Beverly Hills, CA 90210

Vice President

Robsert Rockwell
229 Beverley
Munster, IN 46321

Secroatary

Russell A. Strong
6323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

Treasurer

Royce Hopkins
35427 Pontiac Dr.
Brookshire, TX 77423

Directors

William Carnicom

112 Columbia Ct.

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

William Houfihan
35449 Heritage Ct.
Farmington, Ml 48335

Hugh Phelan
556 N. Hwy 67
Donaldson, AR 71941

Roy E. Connally
509 Seward Park Ave. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87123

Past President
Albert McMahan
273 N Peachiree St.
Norcross, GA 30071

British Representative
Ralph Franklin

Mil) Hill

Keysoe, Beds MK44 2HP
United Kingdom

2006 Reunion
Omaha, NE
Roy E. Connally, Chairman

See the Thurleigh Airfield Museum

The death on 24 November of Daniel J. Barberis was not only felt
Buroppr

by his family and friends in Middtebury, but also by his many

friends in the 306th Bombardment Group.

He and Grace had been longtime attendees at reunions held all

over the U. S., but also by those men whom he flew wi;h. Dan was

a navigator on a B-~17 Flying Fortresé, stationed near Bedford,

England. .

Many men went through sometimes life shattering experiences once

in 25 missions, but the obituary carried in the Middlebury news-—

paper failed to mention the first traumatic eveﬁt; whgn on 28 May

1943 "Dearly Beloved" a major German fighter attackuknocked down

the plane in which Barberis was flying, and they ended up settling

down into the water off the coast of France. |

They stayed all night and by morning ice fringed their flying hel-

mets and their lack of food became evident to everyone. Finally,

late in the second day the British rescue boat swooped out of the

growing darkness and got the 10 men out of their raft and into the

warmth of theB’Jitish craft. Barberis had arrived with the Group for

combat on 4 May.

This experience got the men a week each in a rest house to recover
their bearings. And combat again faced them. On 28 July 1943
Barberis' crew was shot down on a mission to Kassel, Germany, where

he remained for the rest of the war.
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24 January 1990

Dear Dan:

A couple of times at reunioms we have talked about your
authorship of a piece for Echoes on your ditching exper-
ience in 1943.

I realize just how difficult that it to do, and so want
to offer you an alternative.

I am enclosing a pilece I have written around the decora-
tions hadded out for that particular mission, and have

yuoted from Bob Smith'ssDistinguished Flying Cross cita-
tion in order to give readers some idea of what happened.

I also plan to reprint the piece that came out in Look
magazine because of its impact.

Now, would you look over this material, correct any egre-
gious areas, make any other comments you care to do, and
perhaps add some of your own observations or other infor~
mation to it?

Any assistance you can give me will be greatly appreciated.

I look forward to hearing from you sometime during the next
month, "

Sincerely yours,
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27 September 1987

Dear Dan:

Zfter the dust of the reunion has begun to settle a bit, I
find that I have to think ahead about issues of Echoes.

I am looking at the pictures which you so kindly loaned me
of the Smith crew and its return to civilization after your
harrowing experience in the North Sea.

Would you consider writing a plece for Echoes on that exper-
ience?

Its nothing I need done immediately, but I would view it as
something you might work on for the next several months. Or,
if you do not relish the writing task, and I don't know of
your interests in such tasks, could I suggest that you locate
a tape recorder and sit down for an hour or two and just talk
about 1it?

Perhaps,bbeaause they know somethigg about it, your wife or a
child could sit with you and ask you questions about the ex-
perience. Then, with a tape, I could work out an article about
the event.

I am suee that it would be of great interest to our reader-
ship, and as I think you are about the only survivor now living,
I certainly would like to hear more about it.

Let me know your thinking on this.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A, Strong
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