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31Jan vary 1979

Mr. Rex C. Barber
2252w 8. 1000 West
Syracuse, TUT B4041
Dear Rex:

Thanks for the loan of the enclosed materials. T made copies of them
for my files, and thus am returning these to you.

On checking through the 369th roster, I found 29 names that I did
not have in my card file of about 9000 names, so my list keeps on
growing. g

I figure there must be several more such rosters hiding someplace,
and I hope others find them.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong
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31 January 1986

Mr. Rex Baxher

2252 South 1000 West

Syracuse, UT 84041

Dear Rex:

Bob Crane kindly sent along to me your Christmas opus, indicating he thought it would
be good copy for the Echoes. I concur with his opinion, and would like to ask your per-
mission to use it in the April issue.

I think it speaks to a lot of people about the values to be gained from attending a re-
union, and we hope to have a record crowd at Dayton next September.

If you are agreeable, I would like to borrow the original art which you used for the
cover and run it in Echoes. It will reproduce much better than the copy which I have.

Let me hear from you as I will want to get the material into type before too long, and
get it on its way.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. SErong



A VERY SPECIAL OCCASION

The third reunion of the 306th in Colorado Springs was such an outstanding
event in my life that I have been trying to express my feelings in writing
since returning to Zion (Utah). I would like to share these feelings with you
at this special time of the year.

I have been to a lot of similar gatherings over the years - Lions Club
conventions, family reunions, high school reunions, to name a few. Some I
enjoyed. Some I went to out of a sense of duty or because my sweet wife
insisted. Most of them I just tolerated. I suppose, to some degree, I viewed
the 306th Reunion in the same light - with a great deal of skepticism. Many
questions ran through my mind as I pondered my decision about attending. I
guess foremost of my concerns were "how would I be accepted?" "Who would be
there who would be glad to see me?" "Would I be one of the group - or looked
upon as an outsider - an interloper, since I had not been to any of the
previous events?" 1 realize now that these concerns were foundless; however,
in all truthfulness, at the time they were very real.

What made the event special? 1[I have talked to guys who have been to similar
functions - no "Big Deal." Other men I have discussed the subject with tell me
that their outfits have never had a reunion. Several said "even if they had
one, I wouldn't go." After a great deal of thought I have concluded that
there are several items which made the 306th Reunion special.

First and most important, all of us were very proud to be part of the 369th
Bomb Squadron - from the lowest private to Col. Terry and Col. Riordan, our
C.0.'s. No matter how small our contribution to its success, we still thrill
at the mention of its accomplishments. I can still remember how Major Stanko,
Jack Wood and I used to "sweat out" the return of "our" planes. We rejoiced
in their return and wept when they were lost. I know this same attitude
prevailed among the other “ground pounders" as well as with the combat crews.
The Reunion made me realize that even after 42 years, I still had a very
strong feeling for the 369th, as I had as a kid of 22. It had dimmed a little
over the years, but the trip to Colorado Springs certainly served to revive
it.

I think also that the conditions under which we developed our relationships
were very special. After all, our living accommodations weren't the best.

The Nissen Huts, the coal stoves and the food were not the greatest. The
English beer, the shortage of spirits and a lack of transportation didn't help
our dispositions. Yet we still received a lot of enjoyment out of some little
things - the "bull sessions," Black Jack games, squadron parties and an
"occasional" pass to Bedford, London or Notingham. Of course, some of the
lucky ones (no names mentioned) had sweet 1ittle English lassies to console
them when their morale was down.

As many of you know, after I left England I went to 0.C.S. and then to China.
I spent approximately 18 months with a Service Group, nearly as long as my
tour with the 369th. Yet the relationships with the members of that group and
the feelings we had about our unit did not compare to the way I felt about old
"Fightin Bitin."



It was great seeing you all again. My thanks to each of you and your wives
for your display of friendship and for the truly warm welcome you gave my wife
and me. It was great to relive some of the experiences we had in England,
many of which I had nearly forgotten until one of you reminded me.

It was good to see Jack Wood and his beautiful wife Patricia again as well as
our old boss "Tiger" Terry. What a wonderful guy and what a fine leader. I
only wish Major Stanko could have been there - he would have loved it. Terry
had some inappropriate name for us like “"The Unholy Trio" (Stanko, Wood and
Barber.)

The only one of the group I had seen prior to the Reunion was my old pass
buddy, Hankey. It was great to see him again., If Griffin could have been
there, it would have been complete. Maybe we can get him to Dayton.

As Hankey said several times, we saw more of Harnois at the Reunion than we
did all of the time we were in England. It made me feel great when his sweet
wife Marge said that I was one of the reasons Artie came to Colorado Springs.
I still can't understand why all of the pictures I have of him show him with
a cup of "mild and bitters."

I think we all owe a lot to four guys for helping keep the Reunion alive. I
am referring to Harold Lightbown, Peter Pappas, Wilson Elliott and old Bob
Crane. Their dedication to this cause and the extra effort they have made to
get others interested, including me, are commendable. My special thanks to
Crane for the cap. As yet I have not received the bill.

I'11 always remember seeing Jim Furay across the hotel lobby and the instant
recognition we both displayed. And at last I know what part of Idaho Eddie
Perin comes from. I've looked all over the southern part of that state for
him. I didn't have that problem with Jack Hartung - I think we all remember
that he hails from Hondo, wherever that is. No problem recognizing that
little feller.

Another guy whom I had no problem in recognizing was Everett Daniel. Except
for the hair, he looks just like he did when he was doing Hankey's work for
him. Same goes for old Goodwill, except that he still has all of his hair
and very little gray. That Grecian Formula does wonders.

Another one who is minus a 1ittle hair is Frank Potter; however, I knew him
immediately. Louie Damaso has put on a little weight as have some of the rest
of us. Harold Thornam and J. C. Thorn looked as fit as they did 42 years ago.

It was also good to see Tony Santoro. His crew was always one of my
favorites. My thanks also to Orville Karstaedt for helping make me feel
welcome and for remembering some of the few good things I might have done.

In conclusion, thanks to all of you and your wives for helping Delsa and me
have one of the greatest three days of our "young" lives. Merry Xmas and God
bless you.

See you at Dayton,



FROM THE DESK OF REX C. BARBER
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2 February 1989

Rex C. Barber
2252 South 1000 West
Syracuse, UT 84041

Dear Rex:

Writing for myself, and for Don Ross and Reg Robinson, let
me express our thanks and appreciation for your recent gift
to the 306th BG Project Fund.

Your concernffor the Association as evidenced by your gift
is much appreciated, and you will be hearing further from
us on the matter.

Sincerely yours,

William F. Houlihan
President

Ampunt received: $100.00
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Russall A. Strong, Secratary
30Cth Bomb Croup Assoslstion
5323 Cheval Place

Charlotte, HC 28205



Barber, Rey 368 5gt Hajor

Arrival Promotion Departed Death
to M/S5gt =

42-04-01 §3-02=-01 $4-10=00

Marital Status: lsrwg o Wife's Name: p&/sea

If you have a copy of the order promoting you to Master
or to First Sergeant, I would wvery mich like to receive
a copy of such; as thess are difficult to f£ind. While I
have some orders prior to 1 Dee 43, I need more. I do
have all orders i1ssued after the above date., I have a
group picture of 367th Masters, but have never seen one
from another squadron. Have wvouf
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“Rex C. Barber - |
CAI7/19 ~ 12/20/02°

SYRACUSE - Rex C. Barber, age 83,
‘ possed awoy Friday, December 20,

002 In Layten frem complications of
tengastive heart follure,

He was bom Mev 17, 1919 fn
Syrocuse, UT 6 sen of Clyde C. ond
Mattie \Walker Barber. Fex will be
remembered by mony peopla g5 g
loving fother ‘ond  grondfother, o
great friend, hunting uddy, odviser,
ond confidonte. He was perticularly
tlose fo his grondehildren and greaf-

rondchildren, he waos the fundeman-
?ul mentor in their lives.

He married Delsa Thurgood in
Syrocuse’ Aug 13, 1944, Their mar-
risge wos laler solemnized in the Sals
Lake LDS Temple.

He groduated " from Davis High
School “and  otended Weber Stote
College and University of Utah, Rex

served a5 a 1st Lt with the U
5 Army Air Corps during
World Wor Il and the Kore=

an War. He served in En-

land, where his bomb group flew the
irst missicn over Germanﬁ. He loter
served in Ching. After the wor he
worked of the Clearfield Naval Sup-
ply Depot and Hill Air Force Bose,
where one of his first assignments wos
to bulld a base %nJF course. He built
this course, one of the finest in Utah,
usi volunteer lobor end minimal
funding.

He retired from the Clearfield Ma-
val Supply Depat ond Hill Alr Force
Bate. He later refired as o vice

resident  of Monagement Training

orp. He served on the Syrocuse City
Council ond wos moyor for efght

eors. He olya operated Borber Tox

rvice fer neorly 50 years, serving
over 400 clients.

He was on avid sports fan and in his
younger years, played boseball every
chance he hed. He especially enjoyed
hunlin? and fishing. Every year for
over 20 years. o group. including his
sons and grandsons, went to Manfana
for tha nﬂenrng." o trodition which
lives on In his nome. Frobably his fo-
¥orite cutdoor spert wos pheasont
hunting. Even at age B2 he bagged o
couple of rocsters at his favorite spot
in Ideha. -

In 19560 he tock up golfing which he
enjeyed. For many years he sponsared
the -famous and ﬁapulur Barber Invi-

“taticnal. He and his wife also enjoyed
‘bewling and were on o league of the
ool bowling alley.

Rex wos o fermer member of fhe
Syrocuse Lions Club' ond served as
president. He wos an active member
of the Syracuse LDS 3rd Ward cnd

cserved in many positions.

v He ds survived by his loving wife,
“ Delsa of ‘Syrocuse; ‘twe sans, Kim
© (Sherri) "Borber, Cody, WY, Brod
“ (Tina) -Barber, Salt Loke City; five
' grandchildren,  Dani FSmrr} Birch,
woayrocuse, Brondon (Michelle), Mika
. Borber, both of Salt Lake City, Jese

Enh'.'n}[ Borber, Winlon-Salem, MC,
s—Justin . [Lisa) - Barber, . Laromie, WY
Joseven  greaf-grondchildren,  Dillon

Birch, larin Birch, Dolton Hughes, Can-

on Barber, Erighton Forsgren, Jaidyn

-Borber, Ioyne Borber; two sisters,
~lrens i,Heng Holiond, Rupert, ID,
(4 Shirley  (Dj Egon, Syracuse; one
; sister-in-low, Mavis Barber, Bountiful:

end brother-in-low, Kent (Trudy)

v Thurgood, 5t George. He waos pre-
‘cceded iIn death by ene brother, ),

L f'n"gun Borber, .
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