RECORD UFDATE
j06th Bomb Group Association
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In the continuing search for 306th people, please inform the secretary as to any
persons vou know from the 306th who are not listed in cthe 1588 direciory; Con—
sult your WWII address book as to hometowns of anyvone not listed in the 1988 di-

rectory; inform the secretary as to anyone from the 306th whom you know now to
be deceased.

The secretary is constantly seeking copies of orders issued at Thurleigh, either
by the 306th Bombardment Group, Station 111, the combat squadrons, or other units
assigned there. If you have any such orders, please send copies to the secretary.

If your immediate family or other heirs are not interested in your 306th memora-
bilia, you may wish to place with such materials directions and an address so that
it can be mailed to the secretary. Such materials will be included in the 306th
collection that will eventually be placed in the Library of the U. 5. Air Force
5cademy at Coloradeo Springs, CO.
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Updating the 306th _
Name Ao LLiS M. BRKER

Streetaddress /AL S STALLC Lep LANE
City, state Lompee 4, ZipZ 3426 -3A3 /G
Telephone ﬁfﬁgj rEd el AL

J06th Organization: (If you prefer an organization other than that shown
on the label, please indicate St ]

Military Rank: That for regular retired officers is shown as indicated
in the 1972 USAF Register. If yours is incorrect or un-
listed, please indicate that which is correct;

Rank (L . Regular X Reserve

Title: Professional titles are indicated if known. If you would prefer
to have one used, please indicate it X
If you would prefer to have no title used, check here_L

Do you know the present or former location of any 306th people whom
you do not find in the current directory? If so, please list them below with
last known location. This may be a complete present address, a WWII ad-
dress, or only a city and a state. We will endeavor to locate such persons
as time permits. 2R
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Searching: If you care to assist in searching out information on people
in your area, the secretary will be happy to send you his
State Lost List. Please check
Send this form to:
Secretary
306th BG Assoc.
5323 Cheval Pl.
Charlotte, NC 2B205
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A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EIGHTH AIR FORCE
Russell A. Strong, Rt. 1, Scotch Meadows Dr. Laurinburg, NC 28352
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PERSONNEL RECORD UPDATE
306th BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION Date/D, DECATFFL

Complete this form and return to Russell A. Strong, Secretary, 306th BG Assoc.,
5323 Cheval Place, Charlotte, NC 28205, to be filed with 306th records.

LAST NaME: BSAKER FIRST NAME: /70L4.S MI: A TITLE: @al,
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Date of birth: T I AN 1916 Wife's name: £S7HER iige 4
ffggc
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USAF retirement date: e Rank/grade: ST FF

Copies of old 306th orders, either from the Group or Station 111, or any of
the Squadrons or other units serving with the 306th, are sought by the sec-
retary, as many of these do not appear in any collections of materials in
National Archives or the Air University.

If you know of others who served with the 306th and who do not appear in the
current 306th Directory, please add their names and current/WWII hometowns
or other addresses to the back of this sheet so that searches may be imple-
mented to add them to our present 306th roster.




Dreams sparked fears Roots go back to record
breaking US base .

of population boom

HE Wheel of history has twrned full
ircle with fears of a fourth aitport for
-ondon at the RAE Thurleigh site,

In 1969 Thurleigh was named on a short list
f four sites for London’s third airport.

Runner

It was selected as a front runner by the Roskill
“ommission alongside Cublington in Buckingham-
hire, and Nuthampstead and Foulness in Essex.

Ironically Stansted was ruled out =t an earlier
tage — today it has become the capital's third

lirport. \

| l:ma.rh:igh was considered a 3-1 bet by gambling
nen from the off. Opponents formed up swiftly
md set up the Bedfordshire Airport Resistance
4ssociation under the chairmanship of the Hon
Augh Lawson-Johnson. ;

Official estimates at the time predicted that the
new airport would obliterate Keysoe and Keysoe
Row, Bletsoe and parts of Risély, Bolnhurst and
Tharleigh itself,

The population of North Beds and nearby parts
ofMid Beds and Northampstonshire and Cambrid-
geshire would grow by a million by 1980, it was
claimed.

iy

Milton Keynes would pale into insignificance
alonpside the new growth and end up as little more
than a village, said a report in the Beds Times dated
March 7, 1969,

The Roekill Commission stated that between
45,000 and 65,000 people would be employed m
the airpor and thousands more would find work in
industries and services connected with the airport,

Bedford Rural Council backed BARAs fight
with £3,00 in prants and County Hall made
resolutions against the airport plan,

Initial rzports found that 60 per cent of those
directly affected by the Thurleigh plan opposed it
while B0 per cent were in opposition at the other
front runners.

A poll carried out by the Bedfordshire Times in
September 1969 found that out of 500 people
guestioned 302 were in favour of the airport,

The shock result came on the eve of the public
inquiry which was held at the Com Exchange.

Drespite this Thurleigh was eventually rejected
by the government on the grounds that it would
interfere with military fiving and was not in the
right pliace from a regional point of view,

By this stage Stansted had come storming back
into the runming and eventually got the nod,
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THE airfiedd at RﬁE
Thurleigh was orig-
inally built for I-L-\F
Bomber Command in
the early 1940s by
W&C French Lid.

The 160 Sguadron of
the RAF formed atl the
new hase in January
1942 as a ‘Liberator’
unit. It was despatched
1o Karachi, India to join
the war in the east in
Fehruary.

Orver the next year the
runways were extended
and more b:;srdfstaniji‘s

I.'Epl'l."l:d r or e
aprrival of a ge:av}' us
bomber .

Blmfkswufld commu-
nal buildings were
erecied throughout the
countryside to the east of

Skeet joins the battle -

NORTH Beds MP Sir Trevor
Skeet says he is totally opposed 1o
any moves to use the arfield for

vl aviation,
He savs the

Lives

“Surely the lives of the pcopi: of
North Beds are more important,” he

said

And, remembering the battles of
1969 he said: “We have fought off 4
-third London airport, we don't want
gﬂugk n&i.rﬁcld ?ﬁmmﬂ
wr’hcﬂi?iﬁ&phnfﬂurth “'mo one with &ny such claim.™ "

_ Ttwon'tonl

ople of the villapes
around Thurleigh do not want the
noise and environmental musance a
large scale airport would bring,

the airfield and to the
north of the village of
Thurleigh. There were
four hanpers available

Their stay also gave
Thurleigh the wartime
record for longest con-
tinuous use as & combat

for the overhaul of hase.
planes — an unusually Between October 1942
high numer — and the and April 1945 341

bomb stoce was hidden
away in woodland to the
porth-west of the
girfield.

In September 1942 the
Americans arrived, in
the shape of the 34th
Bomb Group.

hombing missions were
launched from Thur-
leigh making it one of the
most famouns US bases of
the war.

King George VI,
Queen Elizabeth and the
then Princess Elizabeth
visited when the Princess
named 8 B-17 the Rose of
York.

In June 1957 the hase
opened as the home of
the Royal Aircraft
Establishment exper-
imental unit.

Two new runways
were built, One, laid in

Record

They suayved for more
than three vears — the
longest stay of an
American combat unit at
any British base during
World War Two.

Beds who are hit by the plans,

Those living along the flight path,
towards and beyond St Neots, are
also afraid of what might happen
next. .

Some protestors argue that if the
Ministry of Defence no longer has a
need for the land it should revert Loits
rightful owners.

The land was taken to build an
airstrip on as part of the defence of
the realm under war time orders.

e
. Claim
Hcrwthati’l'ig 1o longer required for
defence purposes it should go back 1o
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1951, is two miles long,
making it one of the lon-
gest in Europe, There are
four runways at the site
in total.

Few of the wartime
buildings remain and
today the site hosts a
wind tunnel and other
test Facilities for aircraft
and their components.

It currently employs
850 peoaple.

Testing

MNow the Ministry of
Defence is moving its air-
craft testing lo Bos-
combe D¢vn and
Farnborough. =

The wind down al
Thurleigh will last at
least three years, said an

Mol spokesman.
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5 March 1979,

Dear Hollig;;

Qur Alaské-éadressed mail, for you has been returnad{
In fact,’ I think you probably missed our last issus of

Echoes. \ .‘ :
. B o
Is this a gopd address? Or, do you have a better one?
Sincerely/gours.
]
\‘,
f'



filemorial Funeral Home
1| & Memorial Park Cemeiery

1217 Bus. Loop 70 W,
Columbia, Missourl BE202
443-3173
Full Benvice Funeral Home
Cematery, Mausoleum and Cremalory Facilities




y|eE Tord is my shepherd: T
A shall nof wanf. —
, Fe mdketh me fo lie down in
_green pasfures: Fe leadeth me beside
 fhe sfill wafers. .
Re resforefh my soul: he leadefh
me in fhe paths of riqﬁfzousmss for
“his names soke. - el
Yoo, frwouqﬁ vaa[k IF\rouqr\ fhe vo”a,q
of fhe shadow of deafh, I will fear
no evil: Jor fhou arf with me; f'u]
rod and fhy slall fhey comforf me.
- hou preparest a fable before me in
the presence o{ mine enemies: fhou
mwhhﬁtmiﬁaﬁ'wﬁﬁom my cup
runnefh over. L e
Surz'q qooc‘nzss and mercy shall
Jollow me all the daqs of my life.
and I will dwell in the Rouse of
the Bord for ever. —~—

IN MEMORY

DAVID 0. HOWE
1916 - 1992

SERVICES
Memonial Funernal Home Chapel
Friday, Novemben 6, 1992
1:30 P.M.

OFFICIATING
Rev. Manshallf Chambens

INTERMENT
OLivet Cemeteny
Columbia, MLssouni

CASKETBEARERS
Phillip Subletit
Tony Sublett
Albent Sublett
Gene Hammond
Ed Bufland
Denndis WiLLiams
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27-Ouly 1986

Dear Hollis:

Your letter of the 1l4th July has come along to me from Bill Collins. I had
heard rumors of your problems, and am certainly sorry to learn that you are
still having problems. We miss you at the reunions.

But I do hope that by mid-winter you will be up and about and healing well.

As to George Sennatt, I do not find his name in my files at all.I don't be-
lieve we had a mission up on 30 October 43. Oops, we did have a mission off
at 0900, but it was scrubbed. There is no men-tion of flying in the group
history, so nothing happened.

I have a double postcard inquiry form for use in such cases, as I have re-
ceived a number of names unknown to me. For your information I have a 3x5
card file culled from any records I can find. It contains about 10,000 names,
and I think that probably covers 987 of the men in the 306th. But, I still
come across a new name every so often, and the postcard has helped me iden-
tify several people who ought to have been in the file.

I'11 be waiting for Semnatt's reply.

Regardless of the re jy, we'll be happy to put him on the Echoes mailing list,
as we do have a number who were not a part of the 306th.

All the best to you, Hollis, and we all hope for a speedy recovery on your part.



20 October 1987

Dear Hollis:

In answer to your letter of 7 October, you have raised a number of good
points. However, it is apparent that you were not present at the annual
reunion, when the Board of Directors formally recognized a Memorial Com-
mittee, which is charged with the care and enhancement of the three me-
morials which the 306th has in place at the present time: Thurleigh,
USAF Academy and Wright-Patterson AFB.

They presently have $3,000 in their bank account.

T think that at this time you ought to be in touch with Bill Flanagan at
Tucson, who 18 chairman of the committee, and to voice your very legiti-
mate concerns. It would seem to me that arrangements ought to be made
by the committee, working with the Richards and others in England, to
see that the site there is regularly cared for.

Perhaps the RAE people could be persuaded to see that the grass is mowed,
and trimmed, and that the area is regulardy "policed." Or, perhqps a
resident of Thurleigh could be engaged to undertake such work ojna regu-
lar basis.

As to printing your material in Echoes, it arrived after I had completed
the October issue, and such matters as the creation of a committee really
must come before the Board of Directors, now that our organization is more
formally constituted.

Hope that your physical problems are slowly coming around, and that we
1111 see you in person at Las Vegas.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong

cc: Reginald Robinson

PS: Full minutes of various Reunion business appear in the October Echoes.
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Hollis H. Bakew . -
1265 Stalleup Lane
Lompoc, CA 93#36
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Dear Hollis: ' S i\l .
Thank you for your letter of 9 October, 87: It was good
hearing from you. e

First, Hollis, it is apparent that you were not at the 306th
Reunion is DC, when several Key decisions were made regarding the Memorial,
future directions of the Group and Financial Matters. May I try to recall
gsome of the sallent points.

1. The officers and Board of Directors requested, and received majority
apprurnlcfrumLjhefmpmhgru;gg;a#tqndqﬁgg ;nhgiyggﬁi of. the, remaining memorial/
museum account: into thei306%h.BG general fund, T ?WQQEHF$ d te_about $3400,
and I gave-Don.Ross the check.at our busingss meeting.. This leaves Bill.
Flanagan, Memorial: freasurer-vith,aboutsihe seme amount ($3400) in, the. ..
emor . P i) IAAE el e

o

«LANTOBTON " [JaUt 9§

2. Any monies remaining in the Group Treasury when the Group is no longer
able to functionie hold reunions, sustain membership, or be a viable group
of Borné. Fide 306th BG Veterans; is to be turned over to the US Air Force
Academy for their special programs.

3. I reguested, and received assurance that no further transfers of money
would be made from the memorial fund, and this is reflected in the minutes.
Further, this money is to be used solely for the upkeep and maintenance of
the 306th Memorial at Thurleigh. The present memorial fund officers(Flanagan,
Roberts primarily)are charged with administering the fund for the good of
the Group. Additionally, Flanagan and myseld were asked to present some Bype
of proposal at the 88 reuniomgin Las Vegas for memorial maintainence after
gsuch time as we are no longefy to do so. To this end, we are contacting

FOTE personne} for some suggestions. BillX is drafting a letter in this
regard. Hopefully, interest in the present account willX be sufficient

for this maintenance, if not, we will spend the princidpal. If necessary,

we will appeal for added funds from the group.

Hollis, I support your efforts in keeping our memoriald a fitting and lasting
tribute to the Group. To this end, Bill and I have worked hard to get the
initial erection, subsequent benches and supported Gordon Richards on the
attempt to secure the flag pole. If there are further needs, Bill and I have
not been made aware of them. We stand ready to assist in supporting any bona
fide maintenance or beautification project. As members of the 306th and
Memorial Officers, we must review all proposals and make decisions which we
feel are in the best interests of the 306th BG. In this regard, it is my opin-
ion that all monies programmed or generated in the name of the 306th BG must
be managed by personall so designated by our O0fficers and Board. As a tax
exempt organization our funds are accountable in the State in which we are
chartered. While I appeeciate all the efforts of Gordon and Connie, I feel the
all monies must be managed by designated 306th members. When the time comes
for a chanse in Memorial personnel, we should rightly turn over all funds and



Russ:

e I am sure you received a eopy of Hollis® letter and proposal,
which he asked me to answer also. I could have rezmiwad written much more
on this matter, but decided to limit my response to specifics. 1 speak

for myseld, but feel that I have some support from Bill and a majority
of the 306th Personnel. :

—
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- 367th, 368th, 369th, 423rd Squadrons, and service organizations

.“" QA aeh"'
Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England — September 1942-April 1945

306TH BOMBEIDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

Russell A, Strong
Rt. 1, Turnpike Road
Laurinburg, North Carolina 28352

5 March 1979

Dear Hollis,

Our A}aska-addressed mail, for you has been returned.

In fact, I think you probably missed our last issue of
Echoes.

Is this a good address? Or, do you have a better one?
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Description of Air Missions:
(What were the h'ghl'ght of your ombat career? What was your
role? What heroics did you witn ? What events were there cof
which you have

ial knowle ag ?}
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Hollis H. Baker

Phone: (B05) 733-4174

1265 Stalleup Lane Lompoe, California 93436
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Airport to become
IL.ondon’s fourth?

RAE Thurleigh will become London’s
fourth airport now that the Ministry of
Defence has finished with it.

That is the nightmare scenario being
depicted by Environment At Risk spokesman
Bemard Green.

The air industry needs more take-off and landing
slots and Mr Green, EAR's village co-ordinator in
Sharnbrook, believes freight ﬂigﬁs could be taken
away from Heathrow and Stansted and shifted to
Thurleigh.

That would ease the pressure on passenger
flights at those airports and make Thurlcigh a
fourth major airport,

And he says his fears are not just pie in the sky.
There are strong rumours circulating within the
industry that the Civil Aviation Authorty is

Freight take-overis~
 three years away -

RUMDURS that freight giant flights — freight rather than

United Parcel ahou passengers.
I Sy & s Dee Barlow, who coordinates North

Beds village action for EAR aguinst
expansion plans for Thurleigh, said
she believed last Thursday's govern-
ment statement meant the MoD was
not even considering her group’s

plans; -

“1 know they must Lry Lo ped the best
deal for the taxpayer bt if they don’t
even look st our option bow can they

start flying from Thurleigh have
':been allayed by Ministry of
Defence chiefs — for the time

being, -

}+ An MoD spokesman said il would be
af least three years before RAE Thur-
Ieigh is fully closed and that there
Irwidhemhu‘usemmm:hmll

I 5 -u'

hﬂliuflhﬂpﬂ'lnd.. ==~- [a o
nmu ear there ‘'was

'l"hurlmgh is available for commercial  airfield,

row anc

: 8 G belleves the MoD W amly hier
]_?C‘:’ﬂw.ﬂu ‘f.m mdhnl.lhgﬂ:wl&ghuuﬂr-

facility:
Hmd:ﬂwu to ummuwaum Mr Grun'fl concerns
[E'Eitmnumtmuuﬂ‘ndmm saying: *I can see Thurleigh becoming *
a .‘.“.4~hnlﬂrt senu-d.ljr B wttk_

R i T
qa:ilﬂu wonubd lui.g EAR wis bot - ¢ the MoD or-
wmmﬂwﬂutm !Iy:iq:t bit!dldthe:tu

lpnh:lnllnid:“llh ll:ru:llltlm ts current wse,

gﬂth.nnﬂlﬂﬂyﬁnhﬂm cshe added, -
Thurleigh is actually closed down. The - American lrn Ln:tbud ii also
caly conclusion we have come toisthatl  thought to be i:n the r.hn: for the

History set to
repeat itself

already thinking along these lines, he says.

Plans for an extra London airport at Thurleigh
are nothing new.

In the late 1%60s the search for London's third
airport focused on the site prompting the forma-
tion of the Bedfordshire Airport Resistance
Association to fight the plan.

Public pressure won the day. Mr Greenis hoping '

EAR will be a5 successful in ‘the 1990s.

The organisation is planning 10 st up 3 consor-
tium to buy the site itself, rp up the runway, plant
most of the site with new forest, set up camping

=AY )

% |

Sy i iy B2 i

anstied neec

® What next?: RAE Thurleigh is duu for a shake-up

MOre taKe-C

sites for uuth organisations, and set aside a small ﬂ
area for uca[ industry.

The industrial complex would be based where
buildings are currently sited and would be aimed
replacing those jobs which would be lost vith the
closure of RAE Thurleieh.

A polf course is also being considered.

A spokesman for the Civil Aviation Authority
suid he had not heard of fourth-airpont plans for
Thurleigh but confirmed that the authority was
looking for extra capacity. He said it would be up to
the Department of Transport to decide where that
wis to be found.

An MoD spokesman said plans for Thurlul,.h
would not take shape without full consultation with
u.‘HJI'H:Ih and local people.

“Al the end of the day the planning authority

On Friday the Times published the
government's decision fo dispose of the RAE

T‘.l:l.u'ieigh site. The news has

prompied the
revivel of old fears. DAVID CUS ' MAN
reports on the controversy and, with the aid o

determines how it can be used,” he added.

— i : I . E gt

the Royal Air Foree Museum at Hendon,
l] delves info its history.
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367th, 368th, 369th, 423rd Squadrons, and service organizations
Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England — September 1942-April 1945

3006+ 5oOMEARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

President

Reginald L. Robinson
4009 Ranier Court
Fort Worth, TX 76109

Vice President
William F. Houlihan
39470 Tyler Road
Belleville, Ml 48111

Secretary

Russell A. Strong
2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, Mi 48007

Treasurer

C. Dale Briscoe

11025 Whisper Valley
San Antonio, TX 78230

Directors

John R. Grimm

5085 Morelawn Ct., Apt. B
Centerville, OH 4542

G. Keith Jackson
14515 Briar Hills Pkwy.
Suite 100

Houston, TX 77077

Robert P. Riordan
6805 Santa Maria Lane
Dallas, TX 75214

Robert J. Starznyski
5253 North Long Ave.
Chicago, IL 60630

Past Presidents

Ralph E. Bordner

131 East Autumn Lane
East Peoria, IL61611

John L. Ryan
218 Wells Dr., NE
Albuquerque, NM 87123

Donald R. Ross
P.O. Box 307
Omaha, NE 68101

1988 Reunion Co-Chairmen
Edward J. Hennessy
2013 Plaza del Padre
Las Vegas, NV 89102

G. Barney Rawlings
2617 Mason Avenue
Las Vegas, NV 898102

1988 Annual Reunion
30 October-3 November
Las Vegas, NV

October 20, 1987

Hollis H. Baker, Col. USAF (Ret.)
1265 Stallcup Lane
Lompoc, CA 93436

Dear Hollis,

Your letter arrived while I was holding court in St. Louis last week.
We missed seeing you at the D.C. reunion. It was the biggest one yet.

I have suggested that Reg Robinson call you concerning your suggestions
regarding the 306th Memorial at Thurleigh. We have made arrangements
with Bill Flannagan and his Memorial Fund Committee to take care of
further maintenance at the site. I enclose a report of that Committee
on how the money has been spent so far. Please note that the benches
were paid for by the Committee.

At the reunion, the Memorial Fund Committee turned over one-half of the
balance of the Museum Fund to.our Association for our general use. The
balance of $3,447.80 has been retained by the Memorial Fund Committee
for purposes of maintenance of the site.

There will be a full report of this in the issue of Echoes due out next
week. Before we proceed further with a separate trust fund, I hope you
will read. this report in ECHOES and talk to Bill Flannagan (602-749-
8776). His new address is P. O. Box 17327, Tucson, AZ 85731.

If you want to talk further about this, please call me. My office
number is 402-221-4647 and my home number is 402-391-9744.

Kindest personal regards.

Sincerely,

v\

Donald R. Ross

Enc.

P.S. I enclose a brochure on next year's reunion.
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367th, 368th, 360th, 423rd Squadrons, and service organizations
Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England — September 1942-April 1945

Presidant

Donald R. Ross
8936 Essex Street
Omaha. NE 66114

Vice Fresigent
William F. Houlihan
39470 Tyler Road
Belleville. M1 48111

Secrelary

Ausseall &, Strong
2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo. MI 42007

Treasurer

C. Dale Briscoe

11025 Whisper Valley
San Antonio, TX 78230

Direcrors

Robert E. Crane
Box 21

FPortland, CT 06480

G. Keith Jackson
14515 Briar Hills Plwy.
Suite 100
Housten, TX 77077

Gerald D. Rotter
5807 Walnut Hills Dr.
Austin, TX TB723

Raobert J. Starzynski
5253 North Long Ave.
Chicago, IL 60630

Fast Fresidents

Ralph E. Bordner

131 Eas! Autumn Lane
East Peoria, IL 61611

John L. Ryan
218 Wells Dr., NE
Albuguergue, NM B7123

October 19, 1987

Col. Hollis H. Baker
1265 Stallings Ln,
Lompac, CA. 93436

Dear Hollis,

I came home from a convention in Houston and found your
letter about the Memorial. If my memory serves me I believe
this subject came up in Crystal City and funds were
dedicated to the upkeep of the Memorial.

I agree in principal with the concept of bringing in
associates and children but my practical nature suggests

that perpetuating the organization could be difficult
without a substantial treasury and without & dues
structure. We remain a non-dues organization and it was

only this year that the concept of setting revenue goals for
the reunions was accepted.

The other problem - which must have a solution - is that
a nonprofit organization is constrained by that status. We
can only generate funds to sustain our operation. It seems
logical that a budgeted amount to maintain the Memorial
would be perfectly Tegal - perhaps even an interest earning
account to defray this expense in perpetuity.

I was not aware of resistance of associates nor of any
unnatural pride in Wendover roots. My observation - as one
of those from Wendover - was that the original air crews had
a special affinity because they started as a total group.
The first year was terrible, as you know, The statistics
are in the book on page 292. This sort of thing does create
a bond between survivors. As for myself, I have never had
any problems with late arrivals, except for the fact that
they were kind of late - my squadron was down to 3 crews
before we got any replacements. This certainly did not
generate any i1l will towards the replacements - we greeted
them with open arms, Ask Dave Wheeler about his reception.



Col. Hollis H. Baker
Page 2

The only negative impression I ever had about the organization was that it
seemed, for a while, to be heavily weighted towards P.0.W.'s. I began to
wonder if there was a place for survivors. It seemed pretty apparent to me
that the final victory related better to survivors than P.O.W.'s, but the fact
remains that neither catagory should set the tone or become the reason for the
existence of the organization. Nor, obviously, should Wendover provide more
than a common denominator for some of the group.

We were all in that war together and after 45 years none of the details
make any difference. Nevertheless, people who share a particular experience
are bound to seek each other out and the association should just provide the
meeting place.

I think more emphasis on fun and things of mutual interest is the way to
go. My impression is that everybody is loosening up and enjoying the reunion
experience. The next one will be organized in such a way that there should be
no gripes about lack of organization or lack of communication. Our only
problem will be with the functional illiterates or the chronic crabs who turn
up in any gathering. I can assure you that the game plan has been perfected
far beyond anything in the past. However, after 40 years in the tour business
I know that some people get meaner as they get older and that the most
experienced and expert travel operator can expect gratuitous advice from the
rankest amateur. That's life.

Cordially,

Edward J. Hennessy
EJH/ccp

BCC Robinson, Strong, Briscoe
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HOLLIS H. BAKER, COL USAF (RET.)
1265 Stallcup Lane
Lompoc, CA 93436 « Tel. (B05) 733-4174
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HOLLIS H. BAKER, COL. USAF (RET.)
1265 Stalicup Lane
Lompoc, CA 93436 « Tel. (B05) 733-4174

7 October 1987

Mr. Russell Strong
2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Dear Russ:

I would be most appreciative if you will publish the enclosed letter
in the next issue of The Echoes.

Personally, I feel the 306th Bomb Group Association should have instigated
this action concurrent with the erection and dedication of the memorial.
You may want to start such action using the funds on hand which were
contributed for the defunct museum.

Another thing, you should be using your influence to encourage members

to interest their children and grandchildren in our organization, else

it will die with us.

I know there are narrow minded people in our organization that resent

late arrivals, associate members, regardless of ilk, Friends of the Eighth
and anyone that thinks the 306th History was not made at Wendover.

If you choose not to publish the letter, please let me know by calling
collect (805) 733-4174.

Sincerely,

/ vy B,

Hollis H. Baker



HOLLIS H. BAKER, COL USAF (RET.)
1265 Stallcup Lane
Lompoc, CA 83436 « Tel. (B0OS) 733-4174

306th BOMB GROUP MEMORIAL

Several members of the 306th Bomb Group Association, recently returned
from trips to Thurleigh, have contacted me to lament the lack of care
evident in the upkeep of our 306th Memorial. George Gransie, an associate
member, assisted by Gordon and Connie Richards of Bedford, Friends of the
Eighth (FOTE) did a thorough "police" job of the monument and surrounding
area the week of 28 September.

The RAF Group Captain commanding Thurleigh, confided to George that Gordon
and Connie Richards quite frequently drive over to clean up the area.

They do this particularly when they know or anticipate visits from ex-306
members.

This action is a labor of love and dedication from two friends of the 306th.
This dedication is not only unrewarded but completely unrecognized by all
306th members, except those who choose to visit the memorial, hence this
letter to The Echoes.

A group of we members have joined to establish a 306th Bomb Group Veterans
Association Fund. This fund will be used to insure the monument is main-
tained as a fitting memorial to those members of the 306th Bomb Group

who gave their lives for their country and a gentle reminder of those of us
who survived of our good fortune. God alone made the decision as to whom
the Memorial would be dedicated and those to dedicate.

This fund will insure the upkeep of the Memorial and to assure placement of
floral decorations on appropriate occasions. To soothe the ruffled
feathers of any Anglophobe's (Annal personalities to which I personally

say "screw em") we are not using the 306th Bomb Group Association name for
the account although I feel this should be an Association project.

We have a London Barrister (lawyer to the unwashed) Friend of the Eighth,
donating his time and talent at no cost to our cause. He will handle all
legal problems with the Crown.

The account has been funded by my associates and will be operating in Bedford
with Gordon and Connie Richards as trustees by the time this appears in
The Echoes.

Now for the meat of the matter, we need two things: 1) Volunteers to serve
as trustees of the fund in association with the Richards; 2) Donations to
keep the account viable. We would like to obtain enough to use only the
interest to defray expenses.



To all you fellows that attended the memorial dedication, I respectfully
suggest you consider ear marking a few bucks for the fund and send it
along when we have the paperwork completed. To those who have never been
back to Thurleigh, you should go, it is a heart warming experience and
besides, it is where most of us left our youth and became men. We will
take your money also when the time is ripe.

To all those dozens of 306th folks that have enjoyed the warm hospitality
of the Richards, how about it, don't you feel you can spare a small
donation? Keep us in mind.

To those who must receive a material reward in return (pride not enough?)
Mr. Tony Schembri has dozens of video tapes on WW II and the "Mighty
Eighth." Tony has a professional associate who will reproduce any video
tape he has which you may desire for a contribution to this fund. Tony
may be contacted at:

Mr. Tony Schembri
4136 Point Hollow Lane
Fairfax, VA 22033
Phone: (703) 378-7716

Tony is an associate member of the 8th AFHS by virtue of his wife Kathy.
Her uncle was an original member of the 385th Bomb Group who did not
survive the war. Tony adopted the 306th after viewing the CBS program
on our memorial dedication. He and Kathy have contributed more than a
thousand dollars to our fund. We should make them members of our group.

To those members of the 306th Bomb Group Association who agree with our
purpose keep your check books handy and your pen poised. I will get the
word to the Echoes as to where to send your donation when the Barrister
speaks.

Thank you for your indulgence,

T2 i

Hollis Baker



1265 Stalleup Lane
Lompoc, California 93436
October 1983

Mr. Russell Strong
2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, M| 49007

Dear Russell:

| hope to see you in Housten next week. Just in case you cannot
make the 8th reunion | am sending this request to you for help.

First, | would appreciate very much if you will take the time to
compose an article for a future issue of the Echoes, urging our member-
ship to contribute funds for bringing our British Associates to a future
reunion.

Secondly, how about running the following letter to our membership
in the next issue of Echoes. This will give you some time for prepara-
tion of your article and | hope keep the subject alive.

Dear Fellow 306th Members:

If you missed the 306th Bomb Group Memorial Dedication at
Thurleigh in October '82 and the September '83 Group Reunion
at Omaha, you are twice unfortunate. Both events were truly
memorable, emotional and successful occasions.

At the Omaha Reunion it was proposed by several members,
previously attending the 306th Memorial Dedication, that a
fund be established to assist our 306th Group British Assocliates
in attending our future reunions. These members felt it would be
especially appropriate to invite Gordon and Connie Richards to
Ft. Worth as our unit guests. Such an invitation would be a
small measure of our appreciation for the Richard's valient efforts,
the dedication of purpose and the giving of time and self to insure
our Memorial Dedication was the very best.

Several generous contributions were received that evening.
S0 you fellows out there, how about digging down and join,
FARLEY SMALL, MATTHEW RADNOFSKY, RAY FIELDS, HAROLD BROWN, RUSSELL
HOUGHTON, KEN HERBSTER, HORACE CORIGLIANO and the fellows sending
their money direct to Bill Collins, in our effort to get the
Richards, Mills, Normans,Franklins,and John Hadfield to the U.5. of A.
for one of our bang up reunions.

Keep those checks and money orders rolling in. We need your
help.

Bill Collins will give you a periodic status report of our
fund raising efforts. Thanks.

il -
e O

Hollis H. Baker
L23rd Squd.



Hollis H. Baker
. Phone: (805) 733-4174
1265 Stallcup Lane Lompoe, California 93436
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Hollis H. Baker
Phone: (8056) 733-4174
1265 Stallcup Lane Lompoe, California 93436
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Russell Strung

From: "William Houlihan" <=whoulihan@twmi.rr.com=>

To: "Russell/June Strong" <Russell.a.strong306@worldnet att.net=

Cec: ‘Thurman/Joan Shuller" <tshuller@sbcglobal.net>; "Anthony J Conroy" <AJConroy@aol.com=; "Nena
Leary” <nena@leary.org=; "Marty Lenaghan" <MCL1224@ysahoo.com>; "Hugh Phelan"
<hphelan@cei.nat>

Sent: Sunday, January 18, 2004 8:48 AM

Subject: Fw: Hollis Baker 1916-2004

——- QOriginal Message ——-

From: Bearpawd

To: wm houlihan

Sent: Saturday, January 17, 2004 11:58 PM
Subject: Hollis Baker 1916-2004

Need to report that my friend and just about everybody's in the 306th BG lost another great man in the passing of
Hollis Baker on January 12, 2004 from the complications of cancer. He had a great career in the 306th as lead
bombardier for the 423rd Sgn during his time at Thurleigh. He stayed in the service until retirement as Colonel.
His second career was as an executive in Alaska on the pipe line and finally retired a second time to Lompoc, Ca
where he lived with his wonderful wife, Esther. He was friend to every 306ther who stopped by his home. | will
sorely miss him. My wife and | stopped by his home in Lompoc, on our way home from a long trip last year, and
he not only made us welcomed, but insisted we stay overnight. Since his condition at that time was not severe,
we did and had a wonderful time together, just the four of us. He did that over the many years | knew him.
Intelligent, friendly, articulate, Hollis Baker, the man. All who knew him will miss him.

Bill you might drop Esther a note when you get the time. You take care of yourself and Ruth.
\With Affection,

Shel

1/18/04
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Russell Strang

From: "William Houlihan" =whoulihan@twmi.rr.com=

To: "Russell/June Strong" <Russell.a. strong306@worldnet att. net>
Sent: Monday, January 19, 2004 11:31 AM

Subject: Fw: Our mutual sorry, Hollis Baker

—- Original Message —

To: wm houlihan

Sent: Sunday, January 18, 2004 8:32 PM
Subject: Our mutual sorry, Hollis Baker

Dear Bill:

| spoke with Esther Baker about 30 minutes ago. She is doing badly as any loving spouse who just lost her loved
one. Sorting througth the emotions the following isues are: The Baker's do have eMail and you can reach her at
EBaker329@acl.com . She asked me to get her the newspaper for the 8th AF. Turns out to be the Echoes. She
said she sent a 2nd note to inquire where to notify them so his obit appears for all who knew him would be
informed. The note said Hollis put it in the file to ask me so she could follow up. | put that part away by telling her
through you, Russ Strong probably knows by now. Probably be best if you or Russ inquires by Phone or eMail for
the particulars. The funeral is scheduled for Jan 31. The county wants an autospy since he died at home without
attending doctor. He was on a morphine drip so he had no pain. She told me he died in his sleep during the
night.Said he had a good dinner and went to bed early, just never woke again. Esther is usually a very bright
articulate woman and while she is presently suffering quietly, she could use, in my humble opinion some support
from the many friends from the 306thBG.

| called and left word on the answ/machine for Em Christianson, Esther told me she sent a note to Em as she did
me informing of his death. 1 can't find Lucky Kaye's address and phone # at the moment, It will turn up when |
don't need it. | will assume Em will tell Lucky and | mentioned that in my messsage to her.

Esther has two sisters living within driving distance and her grandaughter lives in Bakesfield, some hours away
and they have rallied around her. Their only son, Gary, lives in Georgia and in the same week lost not only his
father, Hollis, but his wife and so he is staying in Georgia doing what he must.

Even though Hollis has been ill with this cancer for some years, it is still a shock to Esther to find herself alone
and she did cry while talking to me. Being a strong woman, she ceased but | can tell by her voice that she was
still crying. All this is still very fresh in my mind after 11 years of being a caregiver to Gloria whom | knew was
terminal, but it was a shock to be alone after the last went about their business after the funeral. Esther still has a
funeral to go through. It will be a tough next 2 weeks for her not to mention what is coming afterwards, She
promised to call me if she thinks | could help in anyway. | told her both Rita and | would either fly or drive

down depending how long she would want us to be there. If you or Russ communicate with her tell her the 306th
has provisions to welcome the widows and family members at the reunions. She knows Em C and | told Esther
that Em shows up at every reunion since Chris passed on. | am trying to keep her from feeling isolated.

| am certain Russ can write a fitting tribute to Hollis's time with the 306th and beyond.

Regarding your moments with the H/O prez, sound familiar, You and Ed H can compare experiences with the
battle with the elite who think once elected, are God. Locally, snow doesn't last long but it does stay in the
battlernent of mountains that encircle the cityof Reno. My son whao live in Incline Village at 7500 feet, has his own
snow blower to clear the path to the street. But he lives in his own home along with about Gor 8 other homes, all
of which have their own snow blowers. Maybe you are better off of having someone do it for you instead of being
out there in the bitter cold. My son says it is good excercise. How could that be? He fires up the Honda and just
walks behind it controlling the gadgets that throw high or low...

Since all | have is King Noah, | would like tosee the day where he comes to Reno to go fly fishing or some sort of
activity that | can participate in, but he would have to be 8 or older to try that, and that day is more than 5 years
away and | shall be 85 by then and who knows if | will even be here. | think | will will have a drink of something to
ease the negativism floating through my mind. You take care of Ruth and the family as they look to you to do.

1/19/04



Leer Jf-'ff.l-aw:::- /Z,az: z.f../m,—.__ Lot

s é? & é L L&
7% Loy /P8t
Auc l2ons 2, pad Zesran .

h&/:;aw T =7 2e L ég/,ﬂuggl/ ,/
asier y 4w

o Lrerdts. e
3 e DOECHE F liwsn %AZNM @,?Lﬁt/‘ ﬂg

. Dharl Tou o o Ay
ez B




B e
| = m/iémx,?f&’ 2ryslld 4
dff‘-cté«f’ﬂﬂ"{_ S jédéﬁms/
(.?/ Ao &2 Hoirtorce V/Z%az-‘l—-—aa/ﬁ?/
QAU—& ,fft-éﬁ«ﬂ, «n t. 57&*2_7’777 5’041%
Lotbaes or A Lo o 2 éﬂé»t? ) et .
Q',L{,MA u.Lua 78 W

<2 / &Md@&‘??éﬂﬂ‘—#ﬂ Z/ﬁfwfz/

Y.

35&4’{ &LJ@ /««/sza‘?"m e G Tow
ZMZ'LJJ . Mot d‘m« / Phes ADEEE £ Mo,
ﬁa‘ =7 U Do o) Aoose /fz oz
MWT MXWC@ PRk Ao —;{,ﬂaq
,/‘M"“"‘e"'

7;{& V. I C:.@; :

ag K?C'Ga;.?

é*—”*? %&Eﬁﬁﬁﬂi oy

ACic L ani 7 /L/Ew ZERL AN
PU. O/- E4 G - 816 7 55,

%,ém ;q?.z-j/ A ok ek VZ’“ %;;15@ 2w
crair - 172:

%/Mhﬂ



D 3\ % @
-] : A >
(e S ,,,G‘a" == <a oo,'h — 0“\‘\ «’o,, o “",‘@
367th, 368th, 369th, 423rd Squadrons, and service organizations

Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England — September 1942-April 1945

TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

Historian Author

Russell A. Strong First Over Germany
2041 Hillsdale Editor

Kalamazoo, M 49007 27 July 1986 306th Echoes

Dear Hollis:

Your letter of the l4th July has come along to me from Bill Collins. I had
heard rumors of your problems, and am certainly sorry to learn that you are
still having problems. We miss you at the reunions.

But I do hope that by mid-winter you will be up and about and healing well.

As to George Sennatt, I do not find his name in my files at all.I don't be-
lieve we had a mission up on 30 October 43. Oops, we did have a mission off
at 0900, but it was scrubbed. There is no men-tion of flying in the group
history, so nothing happened.

I have a double postcard inquiry form for use in such cases, as I have re-
ceived a number of names unknown to me. For your information I have a 3x5
card file culled from any records I can find. It contains about 10,000 names,
and I think that probably covers 987 of the men in the 306th. But, I still
come across a new name every so often, and the postcard has helped me iden-
tify several people who ought to have been in the file,

I1'11l be waiting for Sennatt's reply.

Regardless of the re iy, we'll be happy to put him on the Echoes mailing list,
as we do have a number who were not a part of the 306th.

All the best to you, Hollis, and we all hope for a speedy recovery on your part.

ALWAYS FIRST ummma———F | RST OVER GERMANY =
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HOLLIS H. BAKER, COL., USAF (Ret.)
1265 Stallcup Lane
Lompoc, California 93436 e (805) 733-4174

Mr. Russell A. Strong
2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007

Dear Russ:

I think our members need to know about this young couple. If you
agree would appreciate you inserting the following in the next issue of
Echoes.

Dear 306'ers:
I want to share a letter with you which I recently received.
September 9, 1984
Dear Hollis:

Enclosed please find our check for $500.00, to purchase airline
tickets for Gordon and Connie Richards from Ft. Worth to Los Angeles, and
to help offset expenses you may incur showing Connie and Gordon a good time
on their visit. We want them to have a marvelous visit to California.

We know the amount is small compared to the generosity and kindness
they have extended to us and countless others visiting them in Bedford.
But it is our small way to thank them for an unforgettable trip to Bedford
and making us feel so comfortable with their warm friendship.

Fondly,
Kathy and Tony Schembri

I had to know more about this generous couple. A telephone call
disclosed they watched the CBS Program of the 306th Memorial Dedication.
Went to Bedford to see the Memorial, met the Richards, found out about our
effort to bring the Richards to Ft. Worth, presto, a most generous
donation.

Kathy is the niece of Lt. Percival, now deceased, an early member of
the 306th Group at Thurleigh. Tony was in the 451 Strategic Wing 8 AF in
the Vietnam fracas.

I took the liberty of signing Tony up as an 8 AFHS member. I have
also asked Bill Collins to add his name to the 306th roster. We need young



HOLLIS H. BAKER, COL., USAF (Ret.)
1265 Stallcup Lane
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1265 Stallcup Lane
Lompoc, California 93436 '
Oetober 1583

Mr. Russell Strong
2041 Hillisdale
Kalamazoo, M1 43007

Dear Russell:

| hope to see you in Houston next week. Just in case you cannot
make the 8th reunion | am sending this request to you for help.

First, | would appreciate very much if you will take the time to
compose an article for a future issue of the Echoes, urging our member-
ship to contribute funds for bringing our British Associates to a future
reunian.

Secondly, how about running the following letter te our membership
in the next issue of Echoes. This will give you som= time for prepara-
tion of your article and | hope keep the subject alive.

Dear Fellow 306th Members:

If you missed the 306th Bemb Group Memorial Dedication at
Thurleigh in October '82 and the September '83 Group Reunion
at Omaha, you are twice unfortunate. Both events were truly
memorable, emotional and successful occasions.

At the Omaha Reunion it was proposed by several members,
previously attending the 306th Memorial Dedication, that a
fund be established to assist our 306th Group British Associates
in attending our future reunions. These members felt it would be
especially appropriate to invite Gordon and Connie Richards to
Ft. Warth as our unit guests. Such an invitation would be a
small measure of our appreciation for the Richard's valient efforts,
the dedication of purpose and the giving of time and self to insure
our Memorial Dedication was the very best,

Several generous contributions were received that evening.
50 you fellows out there, how about digging down and join,
PARLEY SMALL, MATTHEW RADNOFSKY, RAY FIELDS, HAROLD BROWN, RUSSELL
HOUGHTON, KEN HERBSTER, HORACE CORIGLIAND and the fellows sending
their money direct to Bill Collins, in our effort teo get the
Richards, Mills, Mormans,Franklins ,and John Hadfield to the U.S. of A.
for one of our bang up reunions,

Keep those checks and money orders relling in. We need your
help.

Bill Collins will give you a periodic status report of our
fund raising efforts. Thanks.

Hollis H. Baker
423rd Squd.



