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FRANK ALTON ARMSTRONG, JR., WAS BORN AT HAMILTON, NORTH
CAROLINA ON 24 MAY 1902, HE WAS GRADUATED FROM WAKE FOREST
COLLEGE IN 1923 wiTH AN LLB. Two YEARS LATER HE RECEIVED A
BS DEGREE FROM WAKE FOREST.

HE BEGAN MILITARY SERVICE IN FEBRUARY |928 WHEN HE
ENLISTED AS A FLYING CADET AT NASHVILLE, NoRTH CAROLINA. HE
RECEIVED PRIMARY TRAINING AT BRooks FIELD, TEXAS AND ADVANCED
TRAINING AT KeELLY Fi1eLD, TEXAS. HE RECEIVED HIS PILOT'S WINGS
IN MARCH 1929 AND TODAY IS A COMMAND PILOT WITH ARounD 11,000
FLYING HOURS. HE HAS FLOWN THE B-47 STRATOJET IN ADDITION TO
MANY TYPES OF CONVENTIONAL AIRCRAFT,

LIEUTENANT ARMSTRONG'S FIRST ASSIGNMENT AFTER KELLY FIELD
WAS WITH THE SEcoMD BOMBARDMENT GROUP AT LANGLEY FIELD, VIRGINIA.
THE LIEUTENANT RETURNED To KeLLy F1eLp 1IN 1930 To ATTEND THE
FLYING INSTRUCTORS' SCHOOL AND HE THEN WENT TO MARCH FIELD
CALIFORNIA AS A FLYING INSTRUCTOR. IN 1931, HE TRANSFERRED TO
RANDOLPH FIELD, TEXAS WHERE HE CONTINUED HIS FLYING INSTRUCTION
DUTIES.

IN 1934, LIEUTENANT ARMSTRONG RECEIVED SPECIAL NAVIGATION
AND INSTRUMENT FLYING TRAINING AT ROCKWELL F1ELD, CALIFORNIA
BEFORE HE BECAME A CHIEF PILOT WITH THE AIIR CORPS MAIL OPERA-
TioNs AT SALT Lake CiTY, UTAH.

His FIRST OVERSEAS TOUR WAS WITH THE 78TH PURSUIT SQUADRON
AT. ALBROOK FIELD, CANAL ZONEe. OTHER PRE-WORLD WAR || ASSIGN=-
MENTS WERE: COMMANDER OF THE |3TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON AT
BARKSDALE FIELD, LOUISIANA} A STUDENT AT THE AIR CoRPS TACTICAL
ScHooL AT MAXWELL FI1ELD, ALABAMA} A MILITARY O0BSERVER IN
ENGLAND) WITH THE 90TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON AT SAVANNAH, GEORGIA
AI1R BASE} AND DUTY AT AIR FORCE HEADQUARTERS IN WasHINGTON, D.C.

EARLY IN 1942, LIEUTENANT CoOLONEL ARMSTRONG WENT TO
ENGLAND TO BECOME THE OPERATIONS OFFICER FOR THE EIGHTH BOMBER
ComMAND., AFTER PROMOTION TO COLONEL DURING THE SAME YEAR, HE
BECAME A -BOMBARDMENT GROUP COMMANDER AND A WING COMMANDER.

COLONEL ARMSTRONG LED THE FIRST DAYLIGHT RAID EVER MADE
BY THE USAAF oVER AX|IS-HELD TERRITORY. THIS RAID OVER ROUEN-
COoTTEVILLE, FRANCE BLASTED THE TARGET WITHOUT LOSS OF LIFE OR



AIRCRAFT., FOR THIS OPERATION, COLONEL ARMSTRONG RECEIVED THE
SILVER STAR AND AN OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING
CrRoss. (HE HAD RECEIVED THE DFC IN 1936 FOR THE LANDING OF A
TWIN-ENGINE AMPHIBIAN AFTER ONE ENGINE HAD EXPLODED). HE wAS
ALSO AWARDED THE BRITISH FLYING CROSS FOR THE ROUEN=COTTEVILLE

RAID, THE FIRST UNITED STATES OFFICER _TO BE SO HONORED.

EARLY IN 1943, BRIGADIER GENERAL ARMSTRONG LED THE GROUP
OVER WILHELMSHAVEN IN THE FIRST HEAVY BOMBER RAID OVER GERMANY
PROPER., THE B-17 EXPERIENCES DURING THIS TIME BECAME THE BASIS
OF BIERNE LAY JRo, AND SY BARTLETT'S BOOK AND MOVIE TWELVE
O'CLOCK HIGH.

HE RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES IN AucusT 1943 aND
COMMANDED BOMBARDMENT TRAINING WINGS AT DALHART, TEXAS AND
CoLorADO SPRINGS, COLORADO. HE THEN HEADED THE 315TH BoMB WING
AT PETERSON FI1ELD, COLORADO,

BRIGADIER GENERAL ARMSTRONG'S STAY IN THE UNITED STATES
WAS OF SHORT DURATION. BY MID~YEAR 1945, HE WENT TO THE PACIFIC
WHERE HE TOOK COMMAND OF THE SAME BoMB WING THAT HE TRAINED AT
PETERSON F1ELDs DURING THE SUMMER OF 1945, HE FLEW NUMEROUS
MISSIONS OVER OIL TARGETS IN JAPAN. I[N AUGUST, HE FLEW FROM
GUAM To HONSHU, THE LONGEST AND LAST VERY HEAVY BOMBING RAID
IN THE WAR, WITHOUT BOMB-BAY TANKS AND WITH AN EXTREMELY
HEAVY BOMB LOAD., I[N NoVEMBER 1945, HE LED THE FIRST NON=STOP
FLIGHT FROM HOKKAIDO, JAPAN, TO WASHINGTON, D.Cs., IN A BOEING
B-29 BOMBER. HE WAS AWARDED AN QAK _LEAF CLUSTER TO THE DISTINGUISHED
FLYING CROSS FOR EACH OF THESE ACHIEVEMENTS.

WITH WorRLD WAR || ENDED, BRIGADIER GENERAL ARMSTRONG COULD
LOOK BACK ON MANY SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENTS MADE DURING THE WORLD-
WIDE CONFLICT. HE HAD SERVED IN BOTH THEATERS, PERSONALLY LED
THE FIRST DAYLIGHT BOMBING RAID oF WORLD WAR |i, AND RETURNED
FROM THE.LONGEST LAST STRIKE OVER JAPAN JUST AS THE WAR ENDED.

EARLY IN 1946, HE BECAME THE PACIFIc AIR CoMMAND CHIEF OF
STAFF FOR OPERATIONS AND LATER THAT YEAR HE RETURNED TO THE UNITED
STATES TO BECOME SENIOR AIR INSTRUCTOR AT THE ARMED FORCES STAFF
CoLLEGE AT NORFOLK, VIRGINIA.

EARLY IN 1949, BRiIGADIER GENERAL ARMSTRONG BEGAN THE FIRST
OF TWO TOURS IN ALASKA, HE HEADED THE ALASKAN AIR COMMAND. IN
ADDITION TO INCREASING THE COMBAT CAPABILITIES OF THE AIR FORCE
IN ALASKA, HE PIONEERED (WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF THE ALASKAN AIR
COMMAND) AN AIR ROUTE NON-STOP FROM ALASKA To NORWAY, AND FROM
NoRWAY To NEW YORK. FOLLOWING THE FLIGHT To NCRWAY, HE RECEIVED
THE GoLD_MgnAL OF THE AErRo CLUB oFfF NORWAY, THE HIGHEST CIVIL
AWARD OF THAT COUNTRY., . | )




EARLY IN 1950, ArRMSTRONG WAS PROMOTED TO_MAJOR GENERAL
AND A YEAR LATER RETURNED To THE UNITED STATES To COMMAND
SAMPSON AIR FoRce BAse, NEw York. He WAS COMMENDED FOR THE
HARMONIOUS RELATIONSHIP ESTABLISHED BETWEEN THE BASE AND
SURROUNDING cIV|L COMMUNITIES IN THE TRYING PERIOD OF BASE
ACTIVATION,

LATER 1IN 1951, Mauor GENERAL ARMSTRONG BECAME CG oF THE
SIXTH AIR Division AT MAcDILL AIR Force BAsE, FLORIDA, TRAINED
AND EQUIPPED THE AR FORCE's FiIrsT B-47 STRATOJET Wing,

THE GENERAL IN LATE 1952 commanDED SAC!Ss FIRST ALL=~yET
BOMBER FORCE; THE SECOND AIR FORCE AT BARKSDALE AR FoRrRcE
BASE, Louisiana. HE HELD THIS PosITioN FOR ALMOST FOUR YEARS,

IN JuLy 1956, Mauor GENERAL ARMSTRONG RETURNED To ALASKA
TO AGAIN HEAD THE ALASKAN AR CoMMAND, Two MONTHS LATER, HE
BECAME COMMANDER |N CHiEF, ALASKA, was PROMOTED TO LIEUTENANT

GENERAL AND NOW HEADS THE UNIFIED ALASKAN COMMAND wiITH HEAD-
QUARTERS AT ELMENDORF AR Force Base.

THE GENERAL Is MARRIED TO THE FORMER VERNELLE LLoYD
Hubson oFf RicHmonp, VIRGINIA., THEIR SON, FRANK A, ARMSTRONG, i,
IS AN AIR FoRrcE CAPTAIN, A uET PILOT IN GERMANY,
PART Il -~ Facr SHEET

A. PersonaL DaTa:

l. BORN 24 May 1902, HAMILTON, NorTH CAROLINA} FATHER -
FRANK ALTon ARMSTRONG: MoTHER = ANNIE HoBBs ARMSTRONG.,

2. MARRIED 6 MARCH 19293 WiFe - VERNELLE LrLovp
HuDsON AT RicHmMonD, VIRGINIAY Son: CAPTAIN
FRank A, ARMSTRONG, Ve
3. HoOME Town ADDRESS: NASHVILLE, NoRTH CArROL INA,
B. EbucaTion:

I« "GrRADUATE WAKE FoREesT CoLLEGE, NorTH CAROL INA
WITH AN LLB, |923,

2« GRADUATE WAKE FoREsT CoLLEGE, NorTH CAROLINA
WITH A BS, 1925,

3. PRIMARY FLiGgHT TRAINING, BRooks Fieco, 928,

4. Abvancep FLigur ScHooL, KeLpLy Filelto, 1929,
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5.
6.
T

FLYiNG INsSTRucTORS' ScHooL, KerLy FieELp, 1930.
A1r CorpPs TAcTICAL ScHooL, MAxweLL Fi1eLp, 1939.

'ARMED FORCES STAFF CoLLEGE, 1947,

SERVICE DATES:

2e

3.

4.

5.

FEB. 1928 - MaRcH 1929 FLYING ScHoOL AT BRoOKS
AND KeLLY FI1eELD, TEXAs.

MARCH 15829 - Jan 1930 MEMBER oF SEconD Boms
GrRouP, LANGLEY FIELD, VIRGINIA,

JAN 1930 - Fes 1931 STUDENT AT FLYING
INSTRUCTORS' ScHooL, KELLY FIELD, TEXAS.

FEB 1931 - Dec 1931 FLYING INSTRUCTOR, MARCH
FreLp, CALIFORNIA,

Dec 1931 - JAN 1934 FLYING INSTRUCTOR, RANDOLPH
FieELp, Texas.

JAN 1934 - DeEc 1934 CHIEF PILOT OF THE AIR CORPS
MAIL OPERATIONS AT SALT LAKE CiTY, UTAH,

Dec 1934 - MaARcH 1937 PiLOT IN PURSUIT AND
OBSERVATION SQUADRONS, ALBROOK FIELD, C.Z.

MARCH 1937 - Nov 1939 MeMBER oF |3TH Boms
SQUADRON, BARKSDALE FiELD, LouisiANnA,

Nov 1939 - Nov 1940 CoMMANDER OF I3TH Boms
SQUADRON, BARKSDALE FIELD, LOUISIANAS

Nov 1940 - Fes 1941 A MILITARY OBSERVER IN ENGLAND.

FEB 1941 - APrR 1941 MeMBER oF 90TH BoMms SQUADRON,
SAVANNAH AIR BASE, GEORGIA

APrRIL 1941 - Auc 1941 MEMBER OF 3RD INTERCEPTOR
CoMMAND, TAMPA, FLORIDA.

Auc 1941 - FeB 1942 STAFF DUTY AT AIR ForcE

‘HEADQUARTERS, WASHINGTON, D, C.

FEB 1942 - Auc 1943 Bowms GrRouP, WiNG AND Division
CoMMANDER IN ETO.

Auc 1943 - Nov 1944 CoMMANDER oF BOMBER TRAINING
WiNGS AT ARDMORE, OKLAHOMA AND COLORADO SPRINGS,
CoLoRrADO,
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I6. Nov 1944 - MaY 1945 CoMMANDER OF 315TH Boms
Wing, PETERSON F1ELD, COLORADO.

17 MAY 1945 - SeEP 1946 CoMMANDER OF 315TH BomMs
WinGg IN PAcIFiIc AREA.

18. SEeEP 1946 - JuNE 1948 SeENnNIOR AIR ADVISOR AR
Force STAFF CoLLEGE, NORFOLK, VIRGINIA.

19. JUNE 1948 = JuLy 1950 DeputyY CG ALASKAN AIR
COMMAND .

20, JuLy 1950 - JanN 1951 CG ArLaskanN AIrR COMMAND.,

2le JAN 195] - May 1951 CG SAmMPsoN AIR FORCE BASE,
NEw YORK.

22, MAy 1951 - OcTt 1952 CG Si1xTH AIR Division,
MAacDiLL AIR FORCE BASE, FLORIDA.

23, OcT 1952 -~ JuLy 1556 CG SeconD AIR FORCE,
BARKSDALE AIR FORCE BASE, LOUISIANA,

24, JuLy 1956 - Sep 1956 CoOMMANDER, ALASKAN AIR
CoMMAND.,

25. SEP 1956 - PRESENT COMMANDER IN CHIEF, ALASKA.

D. DECORATIONS AND MEDALS:

SILVER STAR 22 AveusT 1942
DFC BRITIsH ' 22 May 1943

DSC 10 AucusT 1943
AM (I0LC) 14 AugusT 1945
DFC (4o0LC) 30 OcToBER 1945
DSM (10LC) I5 May 1945

BeLec1AN CDe/GUERRE W/P 12 JANUARY 1946

Occupr RiB JAP
EAME Ri1s (1BS)
APTH R18B
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Fe

AM DEF Mep (FSO)
WW Il Vic Mep
PHfLLlPleE INDEP R1B
NDSM

NORWEGIAN GoLD MepAL

PROMOTIONS:

RANK TEMP
SeconD LT, 28 Fes 1929
FirsT LT, I Oct 1934
CAPTA[N I5 MArRcH 1935
MAJOR 21 MArRcH |94]
LT CoL. 5 JaN 1942
CoLoNEL I MARcH 1942
BrRiGc. GEn, 8 Fes 1943
MAJ. GEN, 27 JAan. 1950
LT. GEN, |7 Sep 1956

UNusuAL EXPERIENCES:

PERMANENT
28 FEB 1929 (DR 2 May 1929)

| OcToBER 1934

2 May 1939

I9 JuNE 1946 (DR 2 May 1946)

2 APRIL 1948

I'l Aue 1950 (DR 2 Oct 1949)

7 APRIL 1954 (DR 14 Oct
1949)

le GENERAL ARMSTRONG PERSONALLY LED THE FIRST AND
LONGEST LAST HEAVY BOMBER RAIDS OF WoRLD WAR 1,
THE FIRST RAID was OVER ROUEN—COTTEVILLE, FRANCE,

THE LAST RAID was OVER HONSHU, JAPAN,
LED HIS GROUP OVER WILHELMSHAVEN
HEAVY BOMBER RAID OVER GERMANY PROPER,
IN THE PACIFIC wAs

MisSsION
OIL REFINERIES," -

2.
F1eLp, CanaL ZONE,

AN ENGINE EXPLODED,
LANDED THE AIRCRAFT
ON THE MALA PENINSULA -
DFC.

NoNE

HE ALso

IN THE FIRST

Hris
"DESTROY TEN DIFFERENT

MISsSION ACCOMPL ISHED,

IN 1936, wHILE a CAPTAIN STATIONED AT ALBROOK

GENERAL ARMSTRONG wAS PILOTING
A DoucLAs AMPHIBIAN . (0A-4A),

DURING THE FLIGHT,

BUT BY SKILLFuUL HANDL ING HE
SAFELY ON A SMALL STRIP LOCATED
FOR WHICH HE RECEIVED THE
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Frenk:&. Armstrong, Jr., wag.; bora 4n ‘Bami¥ton, North Garolina, -on Fay .24, 1902,
He was graduated from -Wake Forest Collegd AnNorth ‘Caroline in 11923 *with & Bachelor
of Laws -degree, and in 1925 with a Bachelor .ofr Science degree. He enlisted as .2
flying cadet on Fébruary 24, 1928, and wag commissioned a second lieutenant in the
4ir Reserve on February 28, 1929, entering active duty the following day. . On May
2, 1929, he was commissioned a secord lieutenant in ‘the Air Corps of the Regular
Army .. e e : ' - :

 PROMOTIORS

He was promoted to first lieutenant on October 1, 1934;.to captain (temparary)
on March 15, 1935; to cdptain (permenent) on May 2, 1939; to major (temporary) on
March 15, 1941; to lieutenan$ colonel (temporary) on January 5, 1942; to colonel
(temporary) on March 1, 1942; to brigadier general (temporary) on February 8, 1943.

SERVICE -

As a flying cadet he received his primery training at Brooks Field, Texas,

and 'in -November 1928, 'was transferred to Kelly Field, Pexas, for advanced training.
Upon graduation there in March 1929, he was-assigned to duty at lLangley Field, Vir-
ginid, “with-thé -2nd Bombardment Group. In January 1930 he returned to Kelly Field,
Texas,?té=atteﬁdétheEFly;ﬁéfInStruetors‘~School.nf" S

.......

Ir February 1930 he was sent to March Ficld, Californie, as a flying instruc-
§ori: ‘Ré was traneferréd teo Randolph Field, Téxés,-in:December.193L,: to continie
his work as & flying instructor. In January 1934 he went to Rockwell Field, Celi-
fornia; ‘for -special- training in navigation and instrument :fiying, .and.in Februdry
1934 hé became & Chief Pilot with the 'air.Corps.Meil Operations, :serving at Salt .
Laké ‘City, Utah. In May 1934 he- returned to Randolph Field, Texas, as.a flying ..
instructors T P S L L

He was sent to the Pénama Canal Zone-in December 1934, . for.duty with the 78th
Pursuit Squadron at Albréok Field. He was.transferred to the:44th.Observation .
Squadron at Albrodk Field- in ' Noveaber.1936, and returied:to-the.United States:in -
karch 1937. His néxt- assignmént-was to-the 13th Attack Squadron et Barksdele:.Field;
Louisiena. ‘He was éssigned to the.13th Bombardment Squadron at Barksdale.Field in
November 1939, ‘and’in’ Febriary 1940 acsumed command.of..that:bombardment: squadron...’ .

He was assigned to the air Corps Tactical School at Maxwell Field,..alabama, :.
in September 1939, and upon graduation in December 1939, returned to Barksdale
Fis1d &nd resumed command ofthé 13th Bombardment: Squadron. - In November. 1940 he
went to England as a Military Observer, and in Februsry-1941 he-wés-sent  to'the,
Savanneh Air Base in Georgia for duty with the 90th Bombardment Squ:dron. Ir april
1941 he went to-Tampa,’Florida);:for: dubywith the..3rd Intercepter Command, <nd”the
following August: was’ ordered to Washington, D. C., for duty with Headquarters, Army
air Férces. IR EI ) .t e N e e o .

He was assigned to Headquarters, Buropean Theater of Operations in England,:
for duty with the VIII Bomber Commend, in February 1942, He subsequently served
as a Bombardment Wing Commender, Bombardment Group Commender, end & Bombardment.
Combat Wing Commander in that same theater until August 1943, when he returned to
the United States and joined the Second air Force at Colorado Springs, Colorado,
for a brief tour of duty.  He then became Commending General, 46th Bombardment
Operational Training Wing, Dalhart, Texas. In 4pril 1944 he assumed comeand of the
17th Bomb Operational Training VWing, Colorado Springs, Colorado, and in Novemoer of
that year was assigned to command the 315th Bomb Wing et Peterson Field, Colorado.

-

|
He is rated a Senior Pilot, Combat Observer, and Technical Observer.

He was awarded the Distinguished Service Oross in August 1943, with the follow-
ing citation: ‘ ' .

"For extraordinary heroism and conspicuous bravery in action while personally
leading a heavy bombardment formation in attack over enemy territory on aApril 5,
. ' e ' ~ QVER
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1943, Approximately 150 enemy fighters attacked the ‘forhation, directing theii~._
principal and cont uous attacks head-on against tF 1lead airplang‘f;own.b§ Tonoran
Armstrong. The ‘ai. lane was repeatedly hit by mach..e gun fire and cannon shells, \\\\\
and badly damaged. Fire broke out in the pilot compartment. The co-pilot, pavi-
gator, and other crew members weére wounded.. The oxygen system was destroyed. With
great courage and pefsonal disregard’ for his own safety, General Armstrong relin-
quished his own emergency oxygen bottle to the co-pilet, divested himself of his
perachute, and extinguished the flame. Then, with high resolution and- dauntless
perseverence, he continued to lead his formation forward to the attack, thereby
inspiring the entire unit with his personal courage. Upon being informed that his
nevigator was seriously wounded he relinquished’ the controls, crawled on his hands
and kpees, without benefit of oxygen, to his navigator and administered first aid,
thereby saving his 1ife. The audacity and courage under fire, and the coolness and
skill thus displayed by this officer on this occasion reflect the‘highest.credit;
upon him and upon the Arded Forces of thé United States." T Sl
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The award of the Silver Star was conferred upon him in August 1942, accompanied
by the following citation:

"Por extraordinary achievement in action“while leading his Group in an attack
during daylight, Auvgust .17, 1942, on the pershelling yard at Rouen-Sotteville, .
Frence., This was thé first ‘deylight heevy bombardmént mission against .enemy oppo-.
sitipgftd'bé'flowﬁ by the Unjited States army Air Forcé in the BZuropean Theater of = =
Oper:tioné. .In spité of heavy enemy antiaircraft fire and fighter plane rosigtence,
the bombinz of the objedtive was of the highest.order of accuracy. The successful .
accomplishment of this mission, without loss of life or plane, reflects & high de=
gree of credit upon Colonel Armstrong and the Military Service." . _

He .received thé Distinguished Flying Cross in 1936 with fhe féllowing citation: '

"For heroism.and éxtraordinary achicvement while participating in an t.rial’
flight. ~Op November 20; 1935, Licuténant Armstrong (then temporary captain) was
piloting an dirplane with three passengers and a co-pilet from David, Republi¢ of
Panema, to Albrook Field, Canal Zone. While flying at an sltitude of approxioately
4,000 feet over jungle and mountainous terrain, the right engine of the airplane
disintegrated. Lieutépant Afmstrong, realizing the possibility of the remaining .
motor quitting and with no.landing area visible, signalled to the co-pilot and pas—
sengers to jump, a.comparatively safe progecding at that time. With thé airplane
thu$ 1ightened, .and with the assistande of the co-pilot, who did not jump when or-’
dered to, Lieutenant Armstrong then piloted the airplane to a safe lending on'a '
distant field. His couraze and coolness in this emergency undoubteédly resulted in-
saving the lives of the psssengers and, by preventing.a erash lapding,. saved. the
airplané frop dedtfyction, . = T 7 L LT B
He feéeiﬁed'oﬁéﬁQdk“LeaifClﬁétérAtb'ﬁhéfDﬁstiﬁguighéd”Eiyiﬁgfobss'iﬁﬂOétbbet .
1942, with the following,citationy. ... " " T L
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"For extidordinary heéroiém and supsrior leadership in action’over enmemy occu-
pied térritory ih Contineatal Burope during the period of August 17, 1942, to Sep-
tember 6, 1942. As Commanding Officer of. the 97th Bombardment Group, Colonel Aram-
strong personally.led a . total of six bombardment missions against the enemy with

a loss of ‘but one aircraft from his Group. During these missions his Group de-
stroyed §ix énemy planes, Colonel Armstrong, by the specific act of personally
leading his Group in the air on repeated missions during the above peériod, of his
own volition, by his couraie and coolness under fire, by his display of superb
tecticel gkill in controlling his formation so that heavy losses were avoided in
spite of.qonéegtrated attacks by enemy fighters, and by his resourcefulness and
flying léadership in the face of great danger and overwhelminz odds, upheld the
highe§t£traditions of the Armed Forces of the .United Stetes and was largel, wccsvon- .
sitle for the siuccess of six missions of vital importance."

In April 1943 he received a second Oak Leaf Cluster to the Distinguished Flying
Cross, the_citgtion for which is.as follows:

"For extraordinary achievement. Working with untiring effort, Generzl Arm-
strong reorgenized a Heavy Bombardment Group, preparing his crews and equipment in
record time and pioneered in high pltitude daylight precisien bousbing of targets
deep in enemy territory. Displaying great coursge, skill and superlative leader-
ship, he personally led his group on five separate bombsmissions against some of
the most stronzly fortified enemy objectives in Burope, with the loss of only one
airplane. The courasge, leadership, and devotion to duty displayed by General Arm-
strong on all of his missions have been a lasting inspiration to his men and reflect
highest credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of the United States.! MORE



He was awarded the Air Medal with the following citation in@nu&ry 1943:

"For exceptionally meritorious achievement while serving as pilot of a B-17
airplane, on five aerial combat missions over enemy occupied continental Burope,
17 August, 19 August, 20 August; 21 August and 24 August, 1942. Thc courage and
skill displayed by Colonel Armstrong upon these occasions reflect highest credit
upon himself and the Armed Forces of the United States."

He was ewarded the British Distinguished Flying Cross on July 17, 1943, with
the following citation: .

"For services on Auzust 17, 1942, when he led an attack on Rouen - the first
daylizht raid attack by U, S. Forces from the United Kingdom - which was completed
successfully without loss of life or aircraft."

WAR DEPARTMENT - Up to date as of March 31, 1945,

25-33385-50



Abstract of

THE FIREMAN: TWELVE O'CLOCK HIGH REVISITED

by

Brent L. Gravatt
Commander, U.S. Navy

and
franc: 3
Erank H. Ayers, Jr.
Major, U.S. Air Force

In Twelve 0'Clock High, the classic book and movie
about WWII air power, the lead character, Brigadier General
Frank Savage, takes over a demoralized bomb group and turns

it into a fighting unit. Savage and the bomb group were real,

only the name was Armstrong--Colonel Frank A. Armstrong, Jr.
Bt e B LR

This paper is about the people and events which inspired

Twelve 0'Clock High. It is a story of leadership.

DRAFT (2.4)

d

Sk e ;
The opinions express, In this paper are those of the authors

and do not necessarily correspond to those of the Departments
of the Navy or Air Force.

May 1986



inspired the book and subsequent movie, and the story of those
people and events is as fascinating as the one depicted on the
pages and screen.

In the book and movie, Savage takes over the demoralized
918th Bomb Group from a commande£ whose compassion for his meﬁ‘
has impaired mission accomplishment. Savage, on the other hand,
insists on "maximum effort" for every mission; but in the ehd, he
breaks down as the losses rise and the field orders for the missions
keep coming.

There are, of course, differences between the actual
events and Lay and Bartletit's story. The experiences of Frank
Savage of the 918th are a composite of those of several group
commanders, including Curtis LeMay, but they are primarily those
of Frank Armstrong of the 97th and 306th)with the emphasis on
the latter group. Unlike Savage who mentally "cracks up,"”
Armstrong did not. He moved from group commander, to wing
commander, to division commander, served in the Pacific, and
retired years later as a lieutenant general after serving as
the unified commander of the Alaskan Command.5 Also, while

Savage was with the 918%™

for a long time, Armstrong's stay
with both of his groups was short. He commanded the 97th for
about two months and the 306th for only six weeks.6 Armstrong,
like the fireman, put a fire out, prevented a re-flash, and then
returned to the fire house to await the next alarm.

In early 1942, Lieutenant Colonel Armstrong was one

of Brigadier General Eaker's original six officers forminé the
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quicker the better. So, Cousland's 97°" and the two following
groups, the 92nd and BOISt,were rushed to England as soon as the
crews were proficient enough in basic flying skills to make the

trans-Atlantic crossing.l1

Cousland's group had been in existence for just five”
months when it arrived in England. The Army Air Force prior to
WWII was small, and old hands had been distributed widely to meet
the needs of wartime expansion. There weren't many experienced
men in the 97th. In March 1942, eighty percent of the 97th's
personnel, officer and enlisted, had less than six weeks experience
of any kind in heavy bombers. Rated pilots on the group staff were
used to check out the new pilots in the B-17., Fifty percent of thé
group went to form the 92nd; Pilots, bombardiers, and navigators
were received straight from cadet school as replacements. Air-
fields were without field lights, roads and buildings--tents
constituted the base. There was a shortage of planes. Cigtal
convoy duty had to be performed; and in response to the invasion
scare of June 1942 when the Japanese moved on Midway and the
Aleutians, the 97°P flew to the West Coast and back.'?

The five months in the States had been chaotic, and,
under these conditions, Connie Cousland was not the man for the
job of training and putting a group together. He drank too much;
he had little organizational ability; he was not a B-17 pilot;
and he exhibited 1little interest in flying.13

Thgﬁit get the bombers to England, the shortage of
experience, the inadequate training facilities, the inter}uptions

4



While Eaker's "Diary Notes"™ indicate the two-plane

gunnery and low altitude bombing exhibition on the 29th was good,

the overall training progress of the 97th wasn't. For one,
bombing in combat would be from high altitude, not low. Cousland's

E

drinking, his lack of direction, the inattention to training,
the partying, all led Eaker to relieve him on the 29th.20 Frank
Armstrong, Eaker's operations officer, took over. The fireman
had his first fire.

Armstrong assumed command on 31’July. . The second day
on the job, August 1St, was not a good day. As a matter of fact,
if was lousy. A plane ran off the end of the runway, smashed
into a local's truck, and killed the driver. Generals Eisenhower,
Spaatz, and Eaker showed up as scheduled for an aerial gunnery
show. The gunners couldn't hit a thing. FEaker was embarrassed.
He verbally reprimanded Armstrong and the Wing Commander and
followed it up the next day with a written reprimand on the Wing

Commander.21

Party-time was over. It was time to train, to fly,
to get ready to fight. Training at the 97th took an immediate
upturn. Of the seventeen days between 31 July and 17 August, the
day of the first combat mission, there was one day of bad weather.
O0f the remaining sixteen, Armstrong had his planes in the air
on nine of them, practicing the "big three”~--formation flying,

22

gunnery, and high altitude bombing. From eleven crews qualified

for daylight bombing missions in July, thé number rose to 24 by

15 August.z3 ' ' -t



The 306th's fourth mission on 9 November, the third in
as many days, turned out to be a tough one. Up to 9 November,
the group had lost only two planes, one from the 369th squadron

and another from the 367", 0n 9 November, the 306 would lose
three in one day.30

The mission on the 9th was the group's first raid on
the submarine pens at St. Nazaire, France. Because previous high
altitude strikes at the sub pens at'Lorient and Brest had not
caused much damage to the 11 1/2 foot thiék reinforced concrete

roofs of the pens, EighihAir Force ordered a low altitude mission

against St. Nazaire.31

Bombing accuracy would be the big gain if the
tactic proved successful. There were. . .those. . .
who said that at 7000 or 8000 feet the bombers would
be between the low and high flak. What they may not
have realized was how slowly the B-17 moves at those
altitudes at 155 or 160 MPH indicated airspeed.
Additionally, at such altitude there was 1little likeli-
hood of a tail wind. . .to shorten the trip across the
target and through the flak. clic

+ « «When the teletype. . .began to eﬁeéi out the
Field Order, Col. Overacker reacted immediately. He
was on the telephone to 8th BC [Bombgr Commanéf pro-
testing the idiocy of such an order.J 2

Overacker's protests changed nothing. ?orty—seven
planes from four groups took off on the strike, The 306t§5with
Overacker leading, went in last and lowest at 7500 feet. The
flak chewed'em up. The 306th lost three planes of nineteen over
target, including a second from the 36?th Squadron. The other
three groups also encountered heavy flak but lost no airplanes.33

Rather than try to make it all fhe way back to'home
base, the badly battered group diverted to a much c;oser'RAF base
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combat losses increased in December, the 306th again led,
losing four more planes to enemy fire. The group's losses
now stood at eleven for three months of combat--more than twice

the combat losses of any other group in the wing. The 367th,

now known as the "Clay Pigeon" Squadron, accounted for six of

the eleven :I.osses.)"FO

The high loss rate, the poor performance relative
to the other groups in the wing, the failure to meet a commi tment,
and Overacker's frequent questioning of field orders combined
to spell the end for Chip Overacker. Eaker decided %o pray him

a visit, Taking Armstrong and Lt. Col. Bierne Lay along in his

staff car,

[Eaker] was indifferently waved through the gate. . . .
[He] proceeded to group headquarters. . . where he
picked up Col. Overacker and toured base facilities and
sites.

'As we visited hangars, shops, and offices, I found
similar attitudes as seen at the front gate,' Eaker later
recounted. 'The men had a close attachment to their
commander, and he to them. But there was a lack of military
propriety, and I could not help feel that this might beui
part of the problem that was being revealed in combat, '

Eaker replaced Overacker with a known performer--
tough, experienced Frank Armstrong. Armstrong got verbal orders
on 2 January, written orders on the 3rd, and relieved Overacker
on the hth.uz Throughout January, Armstrong "hired and fired"
as he worked to change the 306th. The group adjutant became the
ground exec; a new operations officer was brought in; and the air
exec, on temporary duty at wing since 3 January, was permanently
transferred on the 231:'d.}+3 !
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Armstrong averaged sixteen planes over target per mission;
Overacker, thirteen. Armstrong's en route abort rate averaged

8 percent; Overacker's 18 percent.47 In December of 1942, the
306th had led the wing #thed—menthr in combat losses and hadi%he
fewest planes across the target. In February 1943, the group i
had the fewest combat losses andﬁ%ge most planes across 1:a.1:'ge1:.’+8

The commander can make a difference.

+ + +, the leader's primary responsibility is to
lead people to carry out the unit's mission . . . ."49 Frank
Armstrong was, indeed, a leadér. There was nothing particularly
fancy or innovative about his leadership--just a quiet resolve
to get the job done.

With the undertrained and inexperienced 97th, Armstrong
was highly directive in his style of leadership~-setting definite
goals and spelling out not only what was to be done but how it
was to be done. With the 306*?, a group that knew its job but
had some rough times, his approach was different. He was less
directive and more supportive than he had been with the 97th. He
sought to reinforce and build on the group's three months of
combat experience--to show the group's leadership that they could
do it themselves. He had squadron CO's and group staff officers
lead the missions. Armstrong led only one mission.

Under Armstrong, both groups accomplished their missions.,
They put bombs on target,_aﬂd—iheﬁgdéd—é%-with few casualties to
themselves. Armstronéd%ﬁt attainment of the objective ahead of
consideration of his Stople, but in doing so he expendgd~iives
sparingly--paying the minimum price, but no more, télaccomplish the
mission. He was, as Lay and Bartlett wrote, a "fighting leader."
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lAddendum and Correction to biographical data concerning

FRANK A, ARMSTRONG, JR.,

Commanding Officer, Colonel Frank A. Armstrong, Jr.,
97th Bombardment Group, Eighth Bomber Command,
England, 31 July 1942-27 Sept, 1942

Col, Armstrong flew on the first heavy bomber mission
of the Eighth Air Force, 17 August 1942, He uas
the air commander as pilot of the lead ship on

the raid to Rouen,

Col. Armstrong was commanding officer of the 306th
Bombardment Group, 4 January 1943-17 February
1943,

Col, Armstrong was air commandsr on the first raid

to Germany, bombing Wilhelmshaven 27 January 1943.

He was promoted to brigadier gensral and reassigned

to Headquarters, Eighth Air Force, 17 February 1943,

It was as commanding officer of the 306th group (not
the 305th) that he was portrayed in the motion
picture "12 0'Clock High," |

Corrected information provided by Russell A, Strong.
4 June 1975

——
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Lawyers Guild, A A A S Ani Legion, Travelers Aid
Soc.'(bd. dirs ). St Parrick’s Soc.. St Edmund's Holy
Name Soc., Emerald Soc.. Supreme Ct Judges Asan.,
Am. Ordnance Assn, Pa Alumni Assn_, National
Geographic Society, Fordham Alumni Assn. Roman
Catholic. K.C., Rotaran, Clubs: Automobile of New
York, Lawyers of Bhiyn.. Cathedsal, Breezy Point Surr,
The Brooklyn. Home: Brooklyn NY Died Aug 25,
1972; buried Greenwend Cemetery, Brooklyn NY

ARMITAGE, ALBERT T.. investment banker: b,
Danvers, Mass , Sept. 29, 1893; 5. Joshua and Mary
Gertrude (Tibbetts) Al studemt Bryant & Stratton
Comml. Sch., Boston; m. Marguerite Godfrey, Jan, 12,
1917 (rnow deceased)  children Hope, Godfrey
Tibbetts: m. 2d, Helen Dodge Hood. Jan, 1. 1951, Clesk,
then bond trader, later salesman in charge of Maine
terr., Blodget & Co, Boston, 1912.15; salesman, later in
charge wholesale distbn. in Boston, Nap City Co,,
Boston, 1918.19. trader and sales mer., then dir., treas,
and v.p., Coffin & Burr, Inc. (name changed to Putnam,
Cofllin & Burr), 1919-40, pres., 1930-61, id. parner.
1961-65; v.p., dir. Keyes Devel. Carp.: dir. Canadian
Keyes Fibre Co.. dir. chmn, exec. com. Keves Fibre
Co.; dir. Me. Central R.R., Penobscor Co., Portland
(Me.) Terminal Co. Mem. EAce. com., co-chinp, for
Mass., LS., Victory Fund Com. of First Fed. Res. Dist.:
former v.p. and mem, exee. com. Invesiment Bankers
Assn. Am., 194245, Pres. 1949-50. Recipient citation
for outstanding achievement in field Business. Bryant
and Stratton Sch., |G64, Republican. Mason (32 deg.),
Clubs: Union, Down Town, Bond (pres. 1951) (Boston,
Mass.): Dublin (N H.) Lake: Cumberlang (Portland,
Me.). Home: Dublin NH Dicd Feb. 7, 1968; buried
Danvers MA

ARMOUR, LESTER, banker: b. Chzo., Mar, 21, 1505
s. Philip Danforth and May Elizabeth (Lester) A prep.
edn., St Mark's Sch, Southbaro, Muss.: B.A. Yale,
1918; m. Leola Stanton; m. 2d, Alexandra Galitzine.
Chmn. bd., chief exec. officer Chicago Nat. Bank: ret,
vice chmn. Harris Trust & Savs, Ban). Pure Oil Co

Naval Aviation World War I, uar'u, USNR, World War
II. Home: Lake Bluff IL Died Dec. 26, 1970,

ARMS, THOMAS SEELYE, army officer (rer): b
Cleveland, O, Mar. 22, 1893, Charles Carrol and
Sarah Elizabeth (Seeol e} A B.S. Va, Ml Inst., 1915;
student basic course, nlantry Sch., 1923.24, advanced
course, 1928-29; Command and Gen. Swiaff Sch,
1929.31; m, Giadys Josephine Schauweker, June 21,
1917; children— Thomas  Seelye, Rubert  Joseph,
William Henry. Commd. 2d It Infs LS Army, Nov,
30, 1916; promoted through grades 1o brie. gen., April
27, 1932, §cﬂ'(‘d on Mexican border, and duning Warld
War L in U.S, and Siberia, Iater in P, ang Ching; instr,
ROTC, Emory U, 1934.2 i instr tactics, Infantry
Sch., Fort Benning, Ga,, 1931-35; instr. Ohio Nat.
Guard, 1935.40; comdg. officer 15%th |nf., 1941.42;
instr, with Chincse Army, 194246, rer, 1946; operator
Armsley Farms, Easton, Md., 1946-70. Authars: Notes
{{'n lnfiz;:ir " Training for the Chinese Easton MD Dicd
Sov, LA

ARMSTRONG, CHA RLES WALLACE, physician
and health officer; b Montgomery Cay ty. N.C.. Nov,
9. 1889: s. Charles Hred and Florence (Moore) A
student Trinity Pary, fprep) Sch., Durkam, N.C.,
|904-07;grad. U.of N.C, 1912; M.D. U of Md., 1913;
m. Mabel Elise Haris, Nov. 9, 1915 children Charles
Wallace, William Harris, Rosa Lee, Florence Page, In
eneral practice of medicine, 1914-17; health officer,
ity of Salisbury and Rowan County, N.C., from 1919,
Served as capt. Med. Corps, LS, Army. France,
1917-19. Pres. ang dir. N.C. Tuberculosis Assn. dir,
Nat Tuberculosis Assn.; trustee National So pled

hildren and Adults; vice pres Kiwanis Internatonal:
Past pres. N.C. Bd of Med, Examiners; chmp, child
welfare seer. Am. Legion: regional chmpn NC Good
Health Assn. Past pres. N C Pub. Health Assn.,
Salisbury  Kiwanis Club: past disy, Bov. Caroiinas
District Kiwanis; pres. ang mem. bl inmtees Kiwanis
Internat, 19357.3% Mem. Am. Med, Assn, Rowan
County and N.C. med. soes, Am. Puh Health Assn.
Mason. Methodisg (trustee). Home: S.\Jubm'_\. NC Dicd
July 21, 1965,

ARMSTRONG, CHARLOTTE (MRS, JACK LEWT),
writer:b. Viulcan, Mich . May 21905 4 Fyan), Hall ang
Clara (Pascoe) Armstron; student Feppy Hall, Lake
Farest, 101, 1922, U, Wis., 1922.24; AM Harnard Call.,
Columbia, 1925 m. Jack Lewi, Jan, 21, 1924:
r:hi!drn:n—-.lcr:m)' Brett, Jacquelin, Perer Armstrong,
Author: (plays) The Happiest Jays, 1939, Ring Aroung
Elizaberh, 1922 {bonks) Lay On; Mage Dutt, 1942 The
Case of the Werrd Sisters, 1943 The Innueng Flower,
1945; The Unsuspecred, 1M6; The Chieolate Cohweh,
1948, Mischicr, 1950, The Blach-Eyed s
C'aln'hAas-Ca:(h-('un, 1952, The Trouble in T
(Pseudonym J,, Valentine); [he Better o Eat yon
1954; The Dream Walker, 1955, 5 Dram of Paiyon,
1956, The Al trass feallection shory staties), 1ysT.
I)unl. 1959, The Seventeen Widvwy of Sans Sougi, 1959
Littde Less Than Raind, 1aed; 1he Witeh's Haise,
1963 The Turrer Room, 1965, Dyeam of Fair Waongn,
1965, 1 See Yy (eallected shory sturies), 1966, The Gift

31
1953
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Shop, 1967; Lemon in the Basket, 1947 the Balloon
Man. 1968 Seven Seats o the Moon, 1969, The
Protege. pub posthumously 1949, The Charlotte
Atmstrang Reader, 1970, The Chatlotie: Armastrong
Treasury, 1972, Recipient Edgat Allen Poc award
Mystery Writers Am. 1956, Home: Glendale CA Dicd
July 18] 1969,

ARMSTRONG, CLARE HIBDS, army officer: b,
Albert Lea, Minn , Jan, 23, 13940 5. DeWitt Clingon and
Anna Caroline (Hibbs) A ed, Army and Navy Prep.
Sch., Washington, D.C, 1913, LS Mil. " Acad,,
1917 grad. Coast Arty. Sch., 1930, Chem. Warfare
Sch.. 1930, Command and Gen. Staff Sch, 1936, Air
Corps Tactical Sch., 1932, Ordnance Ficld Officer
Motor Course, 1912 . Mary Denard Conmbs, May I,
1917 (died 1938): children™ Clare Hibbs, Elizaberh
Anne (Mrs. Richard Louis Hennessy). Dewyy ton,
Mrs L. Bughman; | stepson, M. Nelwn Taylor m. 2d,
Mary Weber Harger, June 5, 1939 M, Catherine
Hays Taylor. Commd. 2d 1, (5, Armny, 1917,
advanced through the £rades to brig. e, 1943, rer.,
1953, Masan (Scottish Rite, Shriner), Club: Army and
Navy Country (Washington, D.C). Home: Albert Lea
MNDied Aug. 1969,

ARMSTRONG, DALLAS WARREN:, & Mercer Ca.,
Pa., Apr. 20, 1872 s. Warren Esterbrook and Marearet
(McCelland) A Phip. Grove City (Pa) Coll., 1§93,
AM. 1905, LL.D. 1935 1. Mary S, Ger'tin, of Waorth
Twp, Mercer Co., Pa - children—Angus Grfin, Mary
Elizabeth, Margarct, Frani, Dailas, Katherine. Teacher
and supervising prin, Pub. schs, Vera 20, Mercer,
Butler and Allegheny counties, Py . 18G0.1903; county
supt., Venango Co, 1905-20: aest. state dir, rural edn.,
Pa., 1920-15; pres. Central State Teachers Call., Lock
Haven, Pa. since 935, Mem, Pa, NG, 1892495 mem.
Seeret Serviee, Warld War. Mem. NE AL Pa, State
Edn. Assn., Pa Schoolmen’s Clyh, Republican, Mason,
Odd Fellow Rotarian, Home: 410 Narth Fairview §t,,
Lock Haven PA}

ARMSTRONG, DONALD BuDD, physician; b,
Bangor, Pa. Dec. 19, 1886: 5. Elmer R and Sarah
(Budd) A PhR. Lafayette Coll., 1908, DS, 1923:
M.D., Columhia, 1912, MAL 1972; M5, Mass. [nst
Tech., 1913; m. Eunice Burton, Sept. 19, J913;
children— Donald, Stewary, Lincoln, Burton, Supt. Bur.
Pub. Health and Hygiene and dir. Dept of Sogial
Welfare, N.Y, A} C.P.. 1911-16, ako chmn. sanitary
com. Deot of Health ady. Council, chmn. Dept. of
Street Cleaning ady Council, chmn, com. on block
recreation of Recreation Alliance—all N.Y.C.: evec,
olficer Framingham (Mass)) Commum::. Health and Th
emonstration, Nat. Th Assn,, exce. officer Nat. Health
Council (Washingron, NYo:fectr pub, health, N Y, 1.,
and Columbia: sec. tech. by, and mem. adv, coungil
Mitbank Meml, Fund; 2d v.p. Mo, Life Ins. Co.. in
charge of health ang welfare work of palicy holders;
mem. Presidents Nap, Nutrition Conf. for Defenss;
mem. bd. cons. N.Y. Sgape Depr. Health; mem mng
cam. Life Ins, Adjustment Bur: dir. § Y. Th and
Health Assn.; former chmn. home safety com. and v.p.
Nat. Safety Council: former mem N.Y. State Com. on
Prevention of Diphiheria, USPH + N.Y. State and
NY Paeumonia Control ¢n . chmn. Med,
Information Bur.. mem. council NoY, Acad Medicine;
-0m. on cardivascular disease in mdustry, N.Y,
Assn dir, Am. Social H ne Assn. mem. Th
and exec. coms. Ny State Charities Ajd Assn; vige
chmn, Com, an N, state Th Control Project, from
1941; former bd, £0vs. Am, Pub. Healty Assn b, dirs,
N.Y.C, Cancer Com.: vice chmn, ren adv. com, Nat
Found. for Infantile Paralysis: bd. dirs, and v P er
NOY, Safery Council; by trustess Am, Afus
mem. exec. com., dir. and ex-pres. Nap Heaith €
mem. nat. adv. council, Cleve, Health Mus
NY.CPub. Health Assn.: mem. hypi '
Life Extensin

i of the first pub. |y,
“iinvestigated r aon of flies o
mortality; developed T for  Framin 3]
Demonstration and Program for Nat. Health Couneyl,
Diplomate Am, Bd, Preventive Medicine and Py
Health, Fellow Am, Pub. Health Asyn fformer chmn,
con on accldent prevention), AMA mem N Y 4
and Ny, County med. socs,. LY Acad, Med,, N tTh
Assi, Nat Conn. for 3 Che
Phi, Alpha Oinega Alg clea Omepy Oinega Club,
Author: Papular Engy of Health twigly [ e K
Frankel and ;. v Foxd, 14 What to Do Tl the
Doctor Comes (with Gra, Halluch), 1943 g0
SuMmCrous monographs angd ramphlets on med tupics,
Home Scarborough NY Died Aup. 1963

ARMSTRONG, FRANK ALTON, JR., . force
otficer:b Hamilion, N ¢ May 23190205 Frank Al n
and Anmie Elipaherh (Hobbs) A 11 R AL Wake
Forest Coll, ja7s. m: Verne idson, Mar, 15, Ju2y,
Foson, Frank Alton 111, B, ue cader, LS
ANDY, LY28, comm Ml AC, 193 cand advanged
through prades ol pen., 1954, erved a0 mirlieldy
thrang g 1) .\'.nr|||:|h;1l:nhwr\g-r Eng., i L wan,
and as asat chied A3 gpor, AL sttt W ashington; Joame
st s Fu';w,v bumbing Mights uver France, Gieninany,

S L G Sl o

Combat Wing. and 17th Training w "
‘ing. Guam: leader B-29 bombing ..
Japan: comdr. in chier Alani e
69, Decorated DSC. D% M. S,
Star, D.F.C. with vak leat cluster, Air M
air medal awarded U it
Mem. Kappa Alpha (5.,
topular flight from Alasky 0 Noruy,
lle NC Died Augz. 20, 19649, :

Flying Cross (fira

ARMSTRONG, 11, C., business expe: b. Buify),, 1o
grad. U, Mich, 1926, Ch ief -
& Co., Inc. Pitrs: pres. dir, L
Pittshurgh Brewing Company. Nat. Ben Franl,
Johnston  Co., Daormao:
& Loan Assn., Youngstown W
d. dirs. U Mich. Alumni Assn Hoere

MSTRONG, HAMILTON FISH, editor, uther «

1o ltaly) and Helen (Neilsor) AL

961: LL.D., Brown U, 1932, Columbia, jas,
Harvard, 1963; D, Hon, Caiy,,
en Mac G. Byrre, Do, I 19wy
d. Carman Barnes, Dee. 27. 1945, .
ppelshirch, July 11, 195
et 26, 1917, and assigne
Petd. mil. anache o Ser
Mission in 'S, 1917 i ta
legation. Belgrad, Serbia, Dec, 1918: mem, .
cning Post, 1919-21: spl. corr, in Ean
-22; mng. cditor Fen. Affairs (quar, s¢.
tor 1928-72: mem, adv. com. on Posp ) L.
Fen. Problems, State
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LIBUTRNANT GENERAL FRANK A. ARMSTRONG JR., USAP

Iieutenant General Frank A. Armstrong, Jr., World War ITI combat
veteran of both the European and Pacific thea.te;:a and holder of meny ..
military and civilian awards, has served more than 29 years with the’
air arm of the United States. He has more than 10,000 flying hours.

Born in Hemilton, North Carolina, May 24, 1902, he was graduated
from Wake Forest College in North Caroline in’1923 ;rith &8 Bachelor of

Laws degree. Two Years later he received his Bachelor of Science degree
from that callege. »

He began military service in Pebruary 1928, when he enlisted as-a
flying cadet. After receiving primary training at Brooks Field, Texas,
he was transferred to the Air Corps Advanced Flying School at Kelly
Field, Texas, from which he was graduated in March 1929. He was com-
missioned a second lieutenant in the Air Corps Reserve Pebruary 28, 1929,
and the fallowing May received his appointment as & second lieutenant in
the Air Corps of the Regular Army. T

b= Y

After graduation fram flying school, he was assigned to the Second
Bombardment Group at Langley Field, Virginia. He returned to Kelly Field

in January 1930, to attend the Flying Imstructors' School and the following -

February went to March Field, California, as a flying instructor. In
December 1931, he was transferred to Randolph Field, Texas, where he con-
tinued his flying instruction duties.

In January 1934, he went to Rockwell Pield, Californie, for special
training in navigation and instrument flying and the following month be-
came a chief pilot with the Air Corps mail operations at Salt Lake City,
Utah. He returned to his position at Randolph Field the following May.

In December of that year he went to the Panama Canal Zone for duty
with the 78th Pursuit Squadron at Albrook Field:—He was transferred to
“the 4hith Ovservation Squadron at that station in November 1936, and re-
turned to the States the following March. ' ‘

His pext assigmment was with the 13th Attack Squadron at.Barksdale
Field, Louisiana. In November 1939, he was assigned to the 13th Bombard-
ment Squedron at that field and the following February assumed command of
it. He entered the Air Corps Tactical School at Maxwell Field, Alabama,
in September 1939, and upon graduation ‘the following December resumed
command of the 13th Bombardment Squadron at Barksdale Field.

N — e ——— .

In November 1940, he went to England es a military cbserver. Re-

- turning to the United States the following February, he was assigned to



" the 90th Bombardment Squedron at Savamnah (Georgia) Air Base. In April

1941, he went to Tampa, Florida,.for duty with the Third Interceptor Com-
mand and the following August was ordered to Washington, D. C., for duty
_ at Air Force Headquarters. .

He went to England in February 1942, as Operations Officer with the
Eighth Bomber Cammend European Theater of Operations » and subsequently
served as a bambardment Group Commander; Wing Commander, and Division Ceome:

« hendexiin that theater. - ‘

In August 1942, General Armstrong (then a colonel) led the Pirst day-
light raid made by the U. S. Army Air Forces over Axis territory. His
group attacked the marshalling yards at Rouen-Cotteville, France, and
blasted the target without loss of life or plane. For this operation he
was awarded the Silver Star and an Oak Leaf Cluster to the Distinguished
Flying Cross. (He had received the DFC in 1936 for the landing of a twin-.
engine amphibian after one engine had exploded.) He was also awarded the

British Flying Cross for the Rouen-Cotteville rald, the first United States

officer to be so honored.

. The following February his group bambed Wilhelmshaven in the first <
heavy bomber raid over Germany proper. His experiences dquring this time
were the basis of the book and movie "Twelve O'Clock High." e

. Returning to the United States in August 1943 » he joined the Second
Air Force at Calorado Springs, Calorado, for a brief tour of duty. He
then became commanding general of the 46th Bambardment Operational Training
Wing at Dalhart, Texas, and in April 194k, assumed command of the 17th Bamb
Operational Training Wing at Colorado Springs. In November of that year
he became cammanding general of the 315th Bamb Wing at Peterson Field,
Colorado. o : R . R :

, The':l’ollowing May he went to the Pacific where he was agsigned to
the 21st Bamber Cammand and in July he resumed command of the 315th Bamb
Wing in that area. | ~ )

During the summer of 1945 he flew numerous missions over oil targets

in Japan and in August flew from Guam to Honshu, the longest and last very .
heavy bombing raid in the war, without bamb-bay tanks and with an extremely
heavy bomb. 1oad. In November 1945 » he led the first non-stop flight from
Hokkaido, Japan, to Washington, D. C., in a Boeing B-29 bamber. He was
awarded an Oak Leaf Cluster to the Distinguished Flying Cross for each of -
the above achievements. : e .

In January 1946, he was appointed assistant Chief of Staff for gpera-
tions of the Pacific Air Cammand, and the following August retwned to
the United States. In September of that year he became senior air in-
structor at the Armed Forces Staff College in Norfolk, Virginia.

. He .wa.s appointed Chief of Staff of the| Alaskan Air Camand in January
1948, and in February 1949 assumed command bf the Alaskan Air Command.

- - - - - d

Lt o R T -_ - - e T e e - - - S - - S

- —e T Cr et e rm = s e 2 . PR -—
Voewe—mmD e DD LLLNST UL LNEE niir Tilm@e o | e
: .

. -



. ﬁ'.

In September 1949, he pioneered (with other members of the Alaskan
Air Command) an air route non-stop from Alaske to Norway, and from
Norway to New York. Following the flight to Norway, he received the
Gold Medal of the Aero Club of Norway, the highest civil award of that
country. . :
. . Other than the decorations mentioned above » General Ammstrong holds
the Distinguished Service Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, Distinguished
Service Cross, Air Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, and a fourth Oak
Leaf Cluster to the Distinguished Flying Cross. He also was awarded the
Belgian Croix de Guerre with Palm.

He left Alaska the early part of January 1951, and assumed ccmmand
of Sempson Air Force Base the latter part of the same month. .

General Armstrong became Cormanding Genersl of the Sixth Air Divi-
sion at MacDill Air Force Base, Florida, on May 10, 1951, for the purpose
of training and equipping the Air Force's first B-47 stratojet wing. On
November 16, 1952, he assumed command of Second Air Force with Headquarters
at Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana. . .

On July 17, 1956, General Armstrong assumed command of Alsskan Air
Command for the second time. He was promoted to grade of Lieutenant Gen-
eral on September 17, 1956. At that time he became Cammander-in-Chief,
Alaska, with headquarters at Elmendorf Air Force Base,

General Armstrong is a rated command pilot, combat observer and

technical observer. C

He. and his wife, the former Vernelle Hudson of Richmond, Virginis,
have one son, Frank A., III, a First Lieutenant in the U. S. Air Force.

He was promoted to first liéutenant (permanent) on October 1, 1934;
to captain (temporary) on March 15, 1935; to captain (permanent) on May 2,
1939; to major (temporary) on March 15, 1941; to Lieutenant Colonel (tem-
porary) on Jenuary 5, 1942; to colonel (temporary) March 1, 1942, to
brigadier general (temporary) on February 8, 1943; to major (permanent;)
on May 2, 1946; to cclonel (Permanent) on April 2 1948; to major general
(temporary) on January 13, 1950; to brigadier general (permanent) October

2, 1949; to major general (permanent) in April 1954 with date of rank from

October 1k, 1949; to lieutenant general (temporary) September 17, 1956.
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5-3.3 Hajor General Frank &, Armstrong, Jr.

224 Blasted the target with o niatwus 6F loss of men and eirerafy,
Jor these nissions, he wvas avar(,led the silver Star, an Osk ‘Lenf Olnotcr.
to the Distinguished Flying Cross, anﬁ the. British' Flying Cross,

~After a Sour in the United States, General Armetrong nat\ '
to the Pacific th;ater. There, he flc_w nuzerous mi ssions over oil
targets in Jepan, and in Augue$, 1945, flev from Cuam to Honshu, the
longegt very-heavy bonﬁing z;ald in tho war, made wvithous boaﬁ-ba:, Sanks
" and witk an extremely heavy bomb load,

In Hovember of that yesr, he made the non-stop flight from
Hokkaldo, Ja}an. to vQMng'son. 1.C, in a Boeing 3-29, TFor this
achisvement, auot\her Oak Leaf Cluster was added to his DFC,
_ In Podruary of 19139.‘ Oeneral Armstrong assumed command of
the Alpekan Alr Command, nfter serving for a yesr as Chfet of Stafft,

His vife, Nrs, Vernelle Armstrong, ond son, Frank A,, 11z,
vill accompany the genoral to the United States, |
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L' By Edith Lindeman

' The average movie patron will
ksee Gregory Peck up there on the
iscreens of the Byrd and State
jTheaters next week when “Twelve
o o'Clock High” comes to town, But
if there are any men from the
(Eighth Air Force in the audience,
‘they’ll be seeing an old fgiend and
&gsk-m aster, Brigadier-General

rank A, Armstrong, Jr., who
lived- in Richmond, married a
Richmond girl, enlisted in the Air
Force from Richmond back in

. Peck’s screen name will be Gen-
eral Frank Savage,” who, states

. |the Twentieth Century-Fox pub-

Jicity, is “a fictional representa-
tion of General Frank Armstrong.”
Peck’s command is the 918th
Bomb Group but the pictyre is

{“admittedly based on the actual
,story of the 305th.”

*From the Air Force point of
view * continues the studio state-
ment, “everything about the pic-
ture is absolutely correct. It is
the truest aviation movie ever
filmed.” .,

" Whether or nbt'Peck’s charac-

}terization'of Genera] Frank Arm-

strong is correct will be decided by
the men who knew the general
best, the crews of that lonely little
group of B-17's which took off
from England one day and,' under
Armstrong’s command, perpetrated; .
lhe first daylight attack on the
German enemy. - .

The *“General Frank Savage”

of the picture is a pretty tough

er. Because he feels that
there is no place in the Air Force
for sentiment and softness, he
flagellates his men with wordy,
bludgeons them with iron-clad
regulations, blasts them into the
air with his own fiery commands
In the end, of course, Savage's
men Jearn to respect, revere and
idolize him.

Perhaps General Frank Arm-
strong also was hard as a steel
trap, perhaps not, In any event,
he had his ideas about the effi-
ciency of daylight qubing when

1928, and made Richmend his]. |
‘lofficial home,

“Tivelve O°Clock H Lgh’ IsFilm Bramatzzatwn
Of Life of Local Ceneral F rank Armstrong

Gregory Peck (left) Stars i

daytime raids were unhcalthy. un-
popular and almost unheard of.
First he had to convince his
superior . officers” that round-the-|
clock bombing was the only way
to shatter Germany’s war poten-:
tial; thep he had to convince the
men under him that any flying
that had to be done would be
more effective by daylight. To
make that conviction stick, Arm-
strong, himself, got into the air:
with his men, led the 'first wave:
into Germany and what's more,
brought his outfit back. The
British RAF had said it couldn’t
be done, but a Richmond man.
planned and ‘accomplished .the

endlessly unti] victory was
achieved. ;
General Armstrong’s eI ﬁcnency

tour of duty in the Pacific, where

“Gypsy Rose Lee Group” because
its bombers were stripped of
.everything but tail guns. Again
Armstrong’s careful planning paid
off, His men made 15 raids on the
Japanese, during which only one:
plane was lost. - Furthermore,
they flew in bad weather, when:
the Japs thought that no planes
could get into .the alr, and they:
destroyed nine of out nine targets:
assigned to them. ' i

At war's end, General Arm-
strong had accumulated every
decoration possible. His greatest
satisfaction, however, came from
the knowledge that he had lost
so few men in such hazardous
jobs. Last March he was named
commanding officer of the Alaskan:
{Air Command and he is now sta-.
fuoned at Elmendorf Air Force'
‘Base, +Alaska, with his wife, the;

former Vernelle Hudson, of, Riclia .
. 'ﬁ’-

mond, and hls son, Frank

A e vo & wtorn o

in ‘Twelve o’Clock High’ 4
As Prototype of Brig, -Gen. Frank A Armstrong (mght) 3

his outfit was known as the

periences of Armstrong's bomber
group. In wartime, truth has al
ways becg.more astomshmg thaq
fiction. °
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Dead, 5.085;
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wounded, 2,-
total, 17,367.
Dead, 1,483;
. missing, 1,004; to-
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U. S. FLYING COLONEL
PROMOTED IN BRITAIN

F.A. Armstrong‘, Who Led Reich
Raids, Is Brigadier General
Special Cable to TR New YorkK TIMES.

LONDON, Feb. 20 — Colonel
| Frank A. Armstrong of Nashville,

{ N. C., commanaer of a heavy bom-
! bardment group, has been promot-

v and non-
¢ personrnel unless oth- |

= s e
<8 inciugea

New York

ed to the rank of Brigadier Gen-
eral, the United States Army
Eighth Air Force headquarters an-
nounced today. The nature of his
new duties was not divulged.
General Armstrong holds three

decorations for gallantry and is a

nighly respected and popular offi-
cer. In the first air raid made by
American heavy bombers based on
Eritain last Aug. 17, he led his
group and won the Silver Star for

‘accor plishing his mission without

the loss of a life or a plane. Later

he received the Distinguished Fly- | S S: HERTZ PEPIS'-‘.

ing Cross for leading bombing
raids last Fall, and during the

Winter he received the Oak Leaf_

Cluster for his D. F. C.

His group led the first American
heavy bomber attack on Germany
proper on Jan. 27, his own pIane
being the first over “Hitlerland.”
He made a brief visit home some
months ago to report his observa-
tions and experiences.

Hollingsworth to Get Medal

LONDON, Feb. 20 (®—Com-
mander William R. Hollingsworth
of Coronado, Calif., now special
United States naval air observer in
the European theatre, wiil receive
the Navy Cross from Admiral
Harold R. Stark in a Washington
Birthday ceremony, the Navy an-
nounced today. The cross will
awarded for Commander Hollings-
worth's dive-bombing operations
against the Japanese in the Pa-
cifie,
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VMoronesh Gains Widen

Meanwhile other Simviel arnies
Wy reported pushing  steadily
westward on the Voronezh front

less than fifty five mules from Bel

i i and sixty mles from Iaarsk,
iy the main springboards for
e Germans' offensive last vear.
5 e tonns have been added
re than 200 already . recap-

this adyvance
The German communiqué re-
tea resumption of the
= coffensive below Lake
atoga. on the Leningrad front,
: sa:d all attacks had been
adily repulsed:™ General-

il ne-
ve Ironts sought to convey the

Loression of defensive success. )

nres to the other

1ed

the

AeAGInE

DIEENes

5 were pounding the
rapned gt f

an ren
§r vest of Voronezh,

The P

Y Caucasus  were poised

tussiens also announced that they
Nazis | two German fighter planes had

Stalingrad and the Ger- been destroyed for a loss of three
ts encircled west and | American bombers.

1.5, RAID ON REICH
DOWNED 92, PLANES

‘Only Three American Bombers
Lost in Attack on Emden
and Withelmshaven

Specinl Cable to THE NEW YORK TIMES,

LONDON, Jan. 30—In a recapit-
ulation of Wednesday's heavy day-
light raid on Wilhelmshaven and
f]inulvn, Germany, by United States

ront dispatches reported ' Flying Fortresses and Liberators,
at giant new Sovhet tanks were  the headquarters of the United
Army | States Army Eighth Air Force an-
toward Kursk, and thefnm:nced today that a re-examina-

tion of the results showed twenty-

{ The plane piloted by Colonel

sxian forces in the West- | Frank A, Armstrong, holder of
for three decorations for gallantry and

Hrasnodar, sixty miles | one of the most experienced group

fontinued on Page Thirty-six

Summarized

tcmnm:mdcrs in the heavy bombard-
 ment squadrons, was the first over
| German soil but headquarters of-
?fit'i#:ls tound it impossible to de-
fLermine which plane erew or bom-
bardier had the distinction of being
the first to drop explosives on Ger-
tany because bombs were released
by planes al more than one point

Coluned

Armstrong’'s crew  an

ided Laeat. Col. Henry Berline

Wardinpton, 1yl mphit swaist
vl Mo o { Frostnmoen o
Fomttiod v Vage Phieny wig B

Wilhelmshaven under daylight attack by Flying Fortresces last
tound their mark on the Adolf Hitler Hafen Installations recently eamplete
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Hitler and Goering
Europe Faces ‘R

B, ih
LONDON., Jan. 30— Adolf Hitler
gloomy party celebrating tne tens
power, and British bombs twice of
of Reich Marshal Hermann (:en
Joseph Goebbels as to why 1o
German Armies were meeting re-
verses in Russia.
Herr Hitler was reported
somewhere “with his sol
proclamation, read by Dr.

alers et
(e -

1=

SUBNA

bels, warned the German peccie i
that they faced enslavement - = k
bolshevism unless they fouzht o= h 11
to the end. o O

Marshal Goering, whose speech
suffered an hour of confused d=-

lay, talked for ninety minutes cn 23

the perfidy of the Russians o5 d 1S

their long war preparations, T ikt v
pt 1838-4 f . Mar

ouflaged” by their ine
Winter war against F:
of Stalingrad, which he distortad
into a token of ultimate Gers

niand., and

victory

[A British broadeast » i
New. York by the C %A
Broadcasting Svstei: said M
shal Goering was
several times by a gies

heckling himi on e sa
length, saving . Yo
believe that

L Goe iy
PR oy wes

Laad ity
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Former Commnndo

Flaet Promotad 1o 12 anl

of Grand Adnae al
RAEDER 1O RBE RFETAINED
New Chief Said 10 Have Told

His C

Crews That ‘Humanity

Means Weakness'

phane 1o e NEW Youn TIMER,
Switzevlandg, Jdan. 30
Commander

i
BERNE,
Admiral lWarl Doenitz,
n Chief the German submarine
fleet, has been appoinfed Com-
™ in Chief of the German
Naval Forces, He succeeds Grand
Admiral Erich Raeder, who has
h»\r:\‘x‘rmtml Admiral Inspector of
the German War Fleet.

\d.... al Raeder, it 1s announced. |
suested to be relieved of his post
will be retained in a wporhl
capacity and as personal 1tl\|-r'r'
o Reichsfuehrer Hitler on na\‘ll-r

el

0l

]KNact

| N

political problems.

ural Doenitz was born
Gruenau, Sept. 16, 1891. Ho
manded a& submarine in the!
World War, was appointed |
ificer at the Wilhelmshaven
School 1in 1930 and made a
Admiral in 1942, His new

be that of a Grand Ad-

in

is generally credited with

nal success of the Ger- |
campaign and is |
nave devised the new
employed in mass at-

He is also he-
designed  tankor
as supply |
distances |

ne

INVOYS,

nsed

long

of “Humanity"
a0 LP- - Admiral |
Tt DS
SUTRETIE

Fow

crews

11t
Uy means |

(WL R |

{Charles D. Hili of Baltimore,

| Donald
RN BN

| geant

Admiral Karl Doenitz

Assoclated Preas, 10942

0.5, RAID ON REICH
DOWNED 22 PLANES

Continued Fre From Pag Page One

J.xchaboro. Tcnn
' Lieutenant R. J. L.altiniki of Al-
(hambra, Calif., navigator: First
Lieutenant S. D. Yaussy of Glen-
dale, Calif., h{‘l‘lhlrlflﬂl. Technical
Sergeant R, A. Swuvage of Eynon,
Pa. radio operator; Sergeant
Ohio,
left waist gunner: Sergeant J. F. |
Collette of Chelmstord, Mass,, |
top turret gunner, Staff Sergeant

Punstall of Darlington, |
tail gunner, and Staft S |-i
E. E. Enckson of Chicugo, ]
ball turret gunner, ‘

NIEBUHR SAILS FOR REICH

Attache Ousted by Argentinal
Goes on Spanish Ship
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4. awarded the Distinguished Serv-

.
B

-

s a e
s

€C to Armsh)'géag 1
¢ ,' Aug. 10.—(F)—Brig.-
‘ Gelr? ng::nk A.gArmstrong, l\;asll:-
' ville., N. C. native and “a‘_:
. Forest College pgraduate, wa

try in
ross today for gallan

ln:n?tifno in the heavy Uni‘ted
«f States bomber raid on Amster-
* dam April 5. when 150 enemy

A .1t fighters attacked the formation,

s : the leading
: trating -on
‘:N’;mgnwhlch was flown by the

e

'y General. o
g kept the plane under co
‘Strol through 22 atiacks in which
Q’the plane was hit five fimes.

. 2Then he left his post to admin- -

ister first ald to the wounded

!'.‘navlgator. saving his life, and
: :'}helncd . and cheered cr
L iL wounded members of the crew.

other
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i -2 - Tuesday, October 28, 1953 -
Til . J
/Y-ARMSTRONG, -
- '6TH AIR FORCE ™! i
» | COMMANDER, IS I
% | TRANSFERRED i
Cl Maj. Gen. Frank A. Armstrong, 4
D] Jr., commanding general of the | 2
Sixth Air Division at MacDill Air | ]
g Force Base for g
g the past 29 .
months, has| |
been promoted .
to general of the :
Second Air
s Force with head.| i
“$ quarters atf
» Barksdale Air i
Force Base, La., i
according|:
to an announce- -i

) TTTTT e w - o

[sudatacnimefiont £ T

DR
{b’“"'mm*wro

ment made yes-
terday by Gen_.
Curtis E, LeMay,|

Armstrong -
commanding the Strategic Air
Command, A

General Armstrong’s successor -
at MacDiH has not been named.
As head of the Second Air Force,

-
- el e

Armstrong  will succeed Maj,
Gen. Joseph H. (Hamp) Atkin-
son and will be in charge of
units at nine bases jn the South-
east. General Atkinson becomes
vice commander of the Alaskan
Air Command,

Since eming to MacDill Field
in May, 1951, General Arm-
strong has been rasponsible for
developing the Al» Force's first
_B-47 Stratojet, bomb wing, -

As commanding general! of
Second Air Force, Geneir-<i Arm-
“| strong, well-known to Tampans,

command units at nine bages
in the Southeast, including Mae- ||
Dih, Barksdale, Turner AFB
{Ga.); Hunter AFB (Ga.); Lock-
bourne AFB {Ohio); Lake Charles
AFB (La.); Sedalia AFB (Kan,); ‘

ety

s

Ramey AFB (Puerto Rico) and
(Xy.). N

. . .
- DR R
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[P .'—-‘u-—:—m#.{..‘..-.i'aui.;—»s*'_. ah

. Campbﬂw, . o
.‘Jw".tﬁ.“-;"' [ RIS B vf,v R

a2t




LIUMNI NEWS FRANK ARMSTRONG
MARCH 1950
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Washington, D. C.
January 1950
I o s TR '
Gen. Armstrong Promoted | ;
Brig. Gen. Frank “Alton Arm- s
strong, Jjr., commanding general! 1
of the Alaska Afr Command, has
ibeen'_named, a temporary major $ T
'gseneral of the Alr Force. The s ' R e
‘Senate has unanimously confirmed Brig. Gen. Frank A. A natrang Jr,
f : . 8. Army
the nomination." Y :
GENEVA, N. Y., Jan. 11 (P
i ' —Sampson Air Force Base an-
nounced today that Maj, Gen.
Frank A. Armstrong Jr., com-
mander of the Alaskan Air Com-
mand since February, 1948,

. ¢ would assume command of
. Sampson tomorrow. .
. The base said the 48-year-old
general arrived at Scott Field,
Ill., from Alaska today and was
expected here tomorrow.
; Col. Frederick W. Ott has been
s i acting commander of the base
o ) * since it was opened last month
¢ as an Air Force recruit training
' station. The installation was a
¢ naval training base during World
! War II
General Armstrong was a
combat commander in both the
- European and Pacific Theatres
" in World War II. As a colonel in
1842 he led the first daylight
American raid over Europe and
later led the first United States P
raid into Germany, .
He returned to the United
States in 1943 and in 1945 was
assigned as commander of a
B-29 bomber wing in the Pacific. .
—

JEW YORK TIMES
Jan. 12, 1951
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ELMENDORF AIR FORCE BASE, ALASKA

Friday, December 15, 1950_

" NEW AAC COMMANDER

Maj. Gen. William D, 0ld/
(right) will take over comm-
and of the Alaskan Air Comm-

~and next month, it was dis-

closed this week. General Old
- will replace Maj. Gen. Frank
A. Armstrong, Jr. The new CG
is shown above with Lt. Gen.
William E. Kepner, Comman-
er-in Chief Alaska, during a
visit to Air Proving Grounds
at Eglin AFB, General Kep-
ner’'s former Command.

Base Jet Sels
New Non-Siop
Flisht Record

So far as is known Capt. Ar-
thur R. Curran, operations of-
- ficer, 64th Fighter Squadron,
recently made the longest F-
80C jet non-stop flight in his-
tory. >
On Dec. 1, Captain Curran
led a flight of four jets on a
1,560-mile trip from Elmendor{
FAFB to Edmonton, Canada. The
purpose of the t.rlp was to test
newly modified 265-gallon tip
tanks.

Fuel froubles caused two of
the aircraft to return 300 miles
from here and a third had to
make an abortive landing at
Fort Nelson. The fourth jet sue-
cessfully glided down the run-
way at Edmonton three hours
and 20 minutes after take-
off.

Flying at an altitude of about
35,000 feet, the jets averaged be-
tween 475 to 480 miles an hour

with a ground speed of 492 miles
iper hour.

|General Old Teo e

ad

Aw Foree }Iﬁa Alaska -

Watch for the SOURDOUGH
SENTINEL'S special Christmas
Souvenir edition next week.
The feature packed, 20 page
souvenir edition will contain
many stories on Alaska and
the armed forces, plus out-
standing scenic photographs
and Christmas stories. Just thq
thing to keep as a souvenir of
the “Great Land.” For holiday
enjoyment, 6500 copies of the
Christmas edition will be dis-
tributed at Elmendorf and

Fort Richardson. \\

_)

/ LEAVES FOR NEW POST

E_

E :

" Maj. Gen. Frank A, Arm-
strong Jr., Commanding Gen-

eral of the Alaskan Air Com-
mand since February 1949,
leaves for new post at Samp-
son AFB, N. Y, Jan, 3

GENERAL ROGERS LEAVES

- Brlg. Gen, Elmer J. Rogers, di-
rector of plans and operations
Alaskan Command, left this week
to assume his new post as Air
Force member of the Jolnt Stra-
tegic Survey Committee of the
U. S. Joint Chliefs of Staff.

THUNDERJETS IN KOREA

U. S. F-84E Thunderjets are
now in action in Korea. With a
combat radius of 1,000 miles, they
fly faster than 600 miles an hour
and carry .50 caliber machine
guns, two 1,000-pound bombs and
16 five-ineh v leate

Maj Gen., Willlam D. Old, de-
puty inspeetor general, Hq. USAF
will arrive here Jan. 3 to become
Commanding General - of the
Alaskan Alr Command.

General 01d will replace Maj.
Gen. Frank A. Armstrong Jr.,
who will leave Alaska about
Jan. 10. He has been appointed
Commanding General of the
3650th AF Indoctirination Wing,
Sampson AFB, Romulus, N. ¥.
Air Force's newest training cen-
ter, recently acquired from the
Navy. ’

In January 1948, General Arm-
strong became chief of staff of
AAC and was appointed com-
manding general in February
1949. During his two years with
the command he hass een
many changes in the concept of
the Air Force in Alaska with
developments and improvements
in dircraft, cold-weather main-
tenance, and operations.

With other members of the
Alaskan Air Command he pionsz-
ared a non-stop air route from
Alaska to Norway and from Nor-"
way to New York, in September
1949, Following the flight he re-
ceived the Gold Medal of the
Aero Club of Norway, the highest
Civil award of that country.

Brave Bad Weaihep
To Help Sick Man

-A GI cook stationed at Am-
chitka possibly vwes his life to .
the valiant crew of a 54th Troop
Carrier C-54

When the cook was stricken
ill last week, almost every air-
craft on the Aleutian chain was
grounded by high winds and bad
flying weather.

Fighting runway cross winds -
on the takeoff from Shemya
snowstorms and winds in flight
and more cross winds on the
landing at Amchitka the aircrew
managed to bring their craft in
and get the by now exremely ill
cook aboard then they took off
for Adak.

The same conditions of take-
off, flight and landing were met
and safely overcome, on the trip
from Amchitka to Adak and the
sick man delivered to the hos-
pital. It was here that it was
found that it wasn’t appendieltis

but an infected liver and bladder
that aaAd 1adld +lan - lesanrmas 1 mese




“THE YOUNG LADY in General Armstrong’s arms is his two-vear-old granddaughter,
Miss Lloyd Armstrong. The lady is Mrs. Armstrong and the young man in the right is
Lieut. Frank A. Armstrong, III"—From THE STATE MAGAZINE (5-14-60). For the
past five years Gen. Armstrong has had headquarters at Elmendorf Air Force Base near
Anchorage, where he serves as Commander in Chief. Alaska, for the Army, Navy, and
Air Force Components. He is directly responsible to the Joint Chiefs of Staff for sparsely
settle 586,500 square miles of the 49th state. He received the LL.B..degree at Wake Forest
in 1922 with a B.S! in 1925. Licut. Armstrong, ‘52, is stationed at Luke A.F.B. near Tuscon,
Arizona; He likes to fAly, especially in jet fighters, and has 2000 hours to his credit.

-
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Armstrong,

WWII Pilot,
Dies at 67

TAMPA, Fla. (AP)—Lt. Gen.
Frank A, Armstrong, whose dar-
ing daylight raid on Nazi-occu-
pied territory in France in 1942
inspired the book, movie and
television series, *12 O'clock
gﬁgh," died Wednesday. He was

7.

He was a native of Hobgood,
N.C., in Halifax County.

Armstrong, former com-
mander of the 6th Air Division
at MacDill Air Force Base
here, led the first daylight]
bombing raid over Rouen-
Cotteville. France, in 1942, flying
from Elmendorf AFB in Alaska.

Armstrong, former command-
er of the 6th Air Division at Me-
Dill Air Force Base here, led.
the first daylight bombing raid
over Rouen-Colteville, France,
in 1942, flying from Elmendorf
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Urged for Alaska ‘Platform’

By ED CAMPBELL
Staff Reporter
Lt. Gen. Frank A. Armstrong,
. U.S. Air Force retired, said yes-
terday the United States needs
.intermediate range ballistic mis-
.siles in Alaska. He has said it
often,
“We need missiles. Not the
. ICBM (intercontinental ballistic
"missile). We don't need it there.
What we need is intermediate
range missiles, We could con-
trol the Pacific If we had them
« o Jyou could hit the enemy
any place you want.”
The ICBM, which we have de-
ployed, he said “is too big, too
. cumbersome. The ICBM can hit
. Cairo or Australia. What do we
want to hit Cairo and Australia
for?”
Armstrong, an alumnus, is
. here to address a Wake Forest
College alumni banquet at 7:30
‘p.m, today at the college. At
‘his motel room yesterday, he
"sald Alaska, and missues, will
"be covered in that talk.
i “I am going to talk about the
- 'most strategic piece of property
<we own in the world — Alaska.
.'.Even as far back as Billy
: Mitchell, and Hap Arnold in his
* day, we've tried to stress the
- importance of that particular
* part of the country . . .
' “Alaska is 1,500 miles nearer
.the potential enemy than any-
< thing we have. It’s an ideal plat-
J{gorm, 'for any kind of axr opera-
n,

e e e

- that Se_p. Grgening, Sen, Bart-

- GEN. ARMSTRONG
. Wake Forest alumnus . .

Before he retired in 1961 as
unified commander of all armed
forces in - Alaska, Armstrong
had carried on in the Mitchell
and Arnold traditions pushing
for intermediate range mlssdes
in Alaska.

“My head’s one-sided now"
from beating it against the Pen-
tagon,” he said.

“It got so bad between me
and the secretary of defense

-

lett and Rep. Rivers (all
Alaska) got into the act and

took it to the Senate floor.”

We still don’t have the inter-
mediate range missiles.

“Because of the strategic po-
sition that state is in,”” the gen-
eral said. “They'll tell you the
cost is too much . . . that is not
true at all. AR we're spending
in Viet Nam is $400,000 a day.

“Not once have I been told

(truly) why they will not do it. .
I've never been told ‘You Te

wrong.’

“Everything we do in Alaska

is a crash program. We wait

until the last minute and bang, ‘

bang, bang.”

“I don’t say we'll ‘ever wait
too late. But I'm sure the job
could be done better from that
platform than anywhere else..

“They know. They ve been ]

briefed.”
First Dayhght Ra!d -

In 1942, Armstrong led the

- first dayhght raid made by the
Army Air Force over Ams-held
territory,

In 1943, he led the 99th and
805th bomber groups in B-17
raids over Germany proper. His

experiences during this time be- .
cause the basis for the book, .

movie and television series of

the same name, "12 O'Clock‘

High.”

’I'he book and movie versions -

.were close to the. actual events,
but the TV series . . .

“You know about TV,” said '
~ Armstrong. “But you can't criti.

cize them because they have to
.make a living. They've got to
i make it attractive to the view-

- ing public.

“0Oh, yeah., I watch’ it some-

. times. And sometimes 1 leave

o ,der a fictional name, *Gen.
‘ Frank Savage.” )

the room,” he said.

Robert Lansing plays Arm- -

‘ratrong in the TV series, but un-

Occasionally Savage gets a
‘bit close to a member of the
oppostte sex.

Wife Enows Betfer

% Armstrong said his wife, Peg-
. gy, knows “there’s not a damn

'bltoftruthmlt

- A pative of Hamilton, N. C,,
. Armstrong received his LL.B.

“from Wake Forest = "#%2 _hix

'B. S. degree ‘-
 blocking v
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ng Fuller, Dr. John W. Chandler, Eghbert L. Davis Jr., Ben C. Fisher and James W. Mason. Victor G.
md Lt. Gen. Frank A, Armstrong were not present when pictures were taken. _ .

1. C. Reid

WF Alummi Hear General

Alaska Called Indefensible

forced to make the decision
whether or not to use a nuclear
| ) . .. |weapon on Alaska, thereby de-
In a 3':-hour session last night | stroving part of the American
Wake Forest College alumni civilian populace there.

jammed into the school cafe- o : 2
teria 1o praise one anolher.l' Armsteong, &lsa smd that if-a

hand ot ‘L : 'single_ railroad bridge and a sin-
R A s 2nd lten {0, 5icrighay briige wre bomb.
plain the military shortcomings ¢ O0 the Alean Highway be-
and strengths of Alah [tween Alaska and the rest of

s Alasia. ithe United States, Alaska
Lt Gen. Frank A, Armstrong, | couldn’t be evacuated.

2 Wake Forest alumnys and na- | He pointed out that the near-
tive of Hamilton, said that|ness of Alaska to the rest of
Alaska is a position for offense, '{he nation was a cause of grave
not defense. In fact, pe added, | concern during World War II.

the territory can’t be defenciud.! “They put some Japs on the

By Joe Goodman
$taff Reporter

_He speculated that jf the Rus- | Aleutian Islands and the West
sians should airdrop troops into | Coast
the area and overcome the two  said.
reinforced bLattle groups there,
might

went absolutely ape,” he

Yet he called Alaska the most

]
the United States In-|\'aluahlu picce of real estate

owned by the United States.
One of the main announce-

ments. at last night’s banguet

reunion, was that the A. C. Reid |

Philosophy and Endowment 1

Fund has reached $98,000.

The fund, named in honor of
the college’s philosophy depart-
ment head
vear, will be used to establish
an A. C. Reid chair of philos-
ophy.

Reid was honored last nightl

along with C. S. Black, retiring
chemistry department head,
Black was presented a letter

who retires this §'

|5

|
[l L

and plaque of appreciation. And §
Reid was presented a plaque §

and a bound volume of essays

by his colleagues, all former §

students of his.

Seven alumni were also hon-
ored for distinguished service

in their particular fields. They [
were Armstrong, for his mili- &

tary service; Egbert L. Davis |

Jr. of Winston-Salem, business;
John W. Chandler, acting pro-
vost of Williams College, educa-
tion; Ben C. Fisher, director of
the division of Christian Educa-

b o otz

tion of the Baptist State Con-E
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FRANK ARMSTRONG PROMOTED . .- S .
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When you see Twelve O'Clock ’ ..

. High, “the freshest and most convine<’ W

ing movie of the current cycle aboute o R

"World War IL” the leading charactery . =~ - R el

.. w111 be playing a part inspired by1 T o L.
3 - General Frank Armstrong, '22, who o ’ T

I
ot " "has been named recently a temporary - Cen Lo )
S0 major general of the Air Force, He,  ~~ . 7 "
, was formerly a brigadier general. . ~ :
- e o~ e . K P -
| v . . . .
f L . L] .. .
ia . B - .
.. ! e e e e
¢ . - - - '
i . . . .
e e =
t . < N . . .
. « &
N . . ; .
v . o ) : . . *
+ " . . B . . IS
1 - . . . -
" - ’ . - . .
i E ) N . - . T .
J ) . 3 L - v ';“.-' .
b . . R . . T
- - 2 . . LI . T .
K - S . « N
.»;. ie ' b - ' .
. ' :
. i
. .-,
. ‘ - . .
! . . * ‘ » ’ .
[ - g
. R
. . a4 a



?’3 Wake Forest B

J; Alumai  Serving
- U.5. AsGanerals

Wake Forest has three brigadier
generals to its credit in this war
. in which we are fighting. One is in
.the European theater, one in the
Asiatic, and the other is training
men in America, Their activities
are symbolic of Wake Forest fight-
ing men everywhere.

Ly

Armstrong, William C. Lee and
Caleb V. Haynes.

swas recently awarded the Dis-
. itinguxjshed Service Cross for gal-
/lantry in action in a heavy bomb-
‘ex-faid on Amsterdam April 5th.
i General Armstrong graduated
Jrom Wake Forest in 1925 and
jjoined the Army Air Corps in
11028. After gaining the reputation
lof one of the best pilots in the
jservice, he piloted Admiral Byrd
for a time over the couniry. In
November, 1935, he was awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross for
performance in the Panama Canal
Zone. In August, 1942, he was

‘part in the American raid on
Dieppe, France.

When speaking at a Wake For-
est College assembly last winter
General Armstrong, then a colo-
‘nel, said that he learned the tac-
tics and techniques that he used

the war when he was play-
ing football for Wake Forest. La-
ter in his speech to the student
+body he admitted that he was still
‘a Wake Forest boy.

*

ry

¢ =

i In 1913 a Wake Forest “newish”
from Mt. Airy ordered a group of
'would-be upperclassmen hazers to
ihalt or they would be shot. The
‘hazers, however, took another
‘step and a shot rang out, and all
lof the hazers fled with the excep-
‘tion of one who fainted when the
bullet grazed his head. This “new-
ish” was Brig. Gen. Caleb V.
Haynes, who is chief of the Amer-
(ican Bomber Command in China.
~ While a student at Wake Forest
;General Haynes particularly ex-
¢celled in sports, running with the
‘track team and as a member of
* the varsity football squad. He re-
eived his LL.B. degree in 1917 and
immediately entered World War 1.

\

Our three generals are Frank |

Brig. General Frank A. Arm-|
strong, chief of the American|
‘Bomnber Command in England, |.

sawarded the Silver Star for his |

~

L

He learned to fly during the last
war and for the last 25 years he
has never had a crash. Early in
the present war he made some of
the first flights from the United
States to England in the Atlantic
Ferrying Command.-He has been
awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross with Oak Leaves for pion-
eering in African four-motor
plane routes. .

When the Allies were evacuat-
ing Burma, General Haynes fre-
quently risked his life to fly gaso-
line to the American Volunteer
group of flyers in Burma and to
bring out refugees and military
personnel.

* L

Brig. General William C. Lee,
whom Time magazine called the
“hard-bitten chief of the Airborne
Command,” is commander of Am-
ica’s parachute troops. He at-
tended Wake Forest from 1913 to
1915. The 1915 sophomore class, of
which Lee was the president, pre-
dicted that “Swing Lee”, as he was
known then, would plan mammoth ;
highways from the air. )

In those days airplanes were’
something to be stared at in fear=}

st

 ———————— VA=

ful wonder, but “Swing Lee” liked)

the looks of them and decided to; -
to Jesus has made him an exam--
make scientific work his vocation,
so in 1916 he transferred to State
College. He graduated the follow-
ing year and entered the war.
Since that time Lee has advanc-
ed slowly and steadily, but with
worthy work behind his progress.
He began his career in the army
as a lieutenant in the infantry.
After serving with the army of
occupation in Germany after the
war, he was on the faculty at
State College and then served
three years in Panama. In 1930 the
Wake Forest man graduated from
tank school and became an in-
structor in tank technique.

While on duty in Washington
in the office of the Chief of In-
fantry he became interested in
parachute -invasion, and largely
due to his influence the parachute
troops became a reality in July,
1940, ‘

.
Y




Lt. Gen. Frank A. Armstrong Jr., 22,
Wake Forest's famous flying general, has
retired from active duty, and he and Mrs.
Armstrong are now living in Tampa, Florida.

Before his retirement, General Armstrong
was Commander-in-Chicf, Alaska.

On the occasion of his farewell to a long
military career, an impressive Retirement
Review was held in the General’s honor,
and he was awarded the Second Oak Leaf
Cluster to his Distinguished Service Medal,
the nation’s highest peacetime award. Gen-
eral Nathan F. Twining, USAF (Ret.),
former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, made the presentation. General Arm-
strong also received the Interior Department
Award. After General Armstrong’s farewell
address to his command, units of the Alaskan
Command passed in review, ending with
Alaskan Air Command aircraft flving over-
head in “A” formation.

In addition to the Alaskan command po-
sition, highlights of General Armstrong’s
career include leading the first daylight raid
made by the USAAF over axis-held territory

ARMSTRONG enjoy a party given in the
general’s honor. General Armstrong has re-
tired from active duty. One of Wake For-
est’s most distinguished alumni, he served
until last year as Commander-in-Chief of
all U, S, forces in Alaska. (See story this
page.)

during World War II, leading the first heavy

i bomber raid over Germany proper, and lead-
; ing the longest and last heavy bombing raid

in World War II. General Armstrong’s ex-
periences with the B-17's during World

* War II became the basis for the book and

movie, “12 O'Clock High.”

After the war, General Armstrong led the
first nonstop flight from Honshu, Japan, to
Washington in a Boeing B-29 bomber. Dur-
ing the period of his first tour of duty in
Alaska, with other members of the command
he pioneered an air route nonstop from
Alaska to Norway and Norway to New York.

In late 1952, he commanded the Stijategic
Air Command’s first all-jet bomber force.

General Armstrong’s decorations include
the Distinguished Service Cross, the Dis-
tinguished Service Medal with Oak Leaf
Cluster, the Silver Star Medal, the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross with four Oak Leaf
Clusters, the Air Medal with Oak Leaf
Cluster, the British Distinguished Flying
Cross, the Gold Medal of the Aero Club of
Norway, and the Belgian Croix de Guerre
with palm.

The biographical sketch of General Arm-
strong which appeared in the program of
the Retirement Review notes that “with him
all the way has been the general’s gracious
lady, ‘Fluffy,’” the former Vernelle Lloyd
Hudson of Richmond, Virginia. Their son,
Captain Frank A. Armstrong, III, is now a
jet pilot in Germany.

THE WAKE FOREST MAGAZINE

| Ry it s T

LT. GENERAL AND MRS. FRANK A.



FRANK A__ARMSTRONG, JR., Licut.

Genefal iind” Commander of the Alaskan Air

Command. Veteran of World War II; served

in both European and Pacific theaters and

holds many military and civilian awards

after 29 years with the air arm of the U. S,

Began military service in 1928 as a flving

cadet. Since then his positions include the

following: Second Lieut. Air Corps USA;

! - = instructor, March Field, Calif,, and Ran-
. dolph Field, Texas; chief pilot with Air
Corps mail operations, Salt Loke City; with

78th Pursuit Squadron and 44th Observa-

tion Squadron, Panama Canal Zone; the

. . ' 13th Attack Squadron at Barksdale Field,

« g : La., the 13th Bombardment Squadron as

Gen, Frank A. Armstrong, '22

; E’t'cummamlcr at Barksdale Field; a military b
-l Aire © P observer in England; with the 90th Bomb-
: ] SR bardment Squadron at Savannah; the 3rd
: Interceptor Command at Tampa: and the
& -y Air Force Headquarters, Washington. In
R World War II was operations officer with
=t the 8th Bomber Command. European the-
ater, as a bombardment group commander,
wing commander, and division commander
in the European theater. In 1942 led first
daylight raid made by USAF over Axis
territory and first bomber raid over Ger-
many. In 1943 joined Second Air Force in
Colo.; became commanding general of 46th
Bombardment Operational Training Wing,
Dalhart, Texas, and later commander of the
17th Bomb Operational Training Wing at
Colorado Springs; commanding general of
315th Bomb Wing at Peterson Field, Colo.
In 1944 commanded 315th Bomb Wing in
Pacific area; in 1945 flew numerous mis-
- sions over oil targets in Japan and led
bombing missions in the longest and last
heavy bombing raid in the. war; led first .
non-stop flight from Japan to Washington.
Has received numerous awards for dis-
tinguished service. Has served as assistant
Chief of Staff for operations of the Pacific
Air Command; senior air instructor at the
Armed Forces Staff College in Norfolk; be-
came Chief of Staff of the Alaskan Air
Command in 1948 and assumed command
of the Alaskan Air Command in 1949; Com-
manding General of the 6th Air Division at
MacDill AFB, Florida: commander of the -
Second AF with headquarters at Barksdale
AFB, La., 1952; assumed for the second
time command of the Alaskan Air Com-
mand, 1956, and became Commander-in-
Chief that same year. Married to Vernelle
Hudson. They have a son, Frank A.. III, a
raduate of WFC and First Lieut. in the

SAF. S a-__:,"7
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Gen. Frank Armstrong Jr. Dies;

“'TAMPA, Fla,, Aug. 21 (UPY)
—Lieut. Gen. Frank A, Arm-

in World War II, led the first
raid by American bombers on

“|the Continent and also the first
United States raid into Ger-|:
many, died here yesterday. His|

age was 67,

the novel, and later the tele-

vision scries, “Twelve. o'Clock
i ” -

over Victnam.

-

Popular With His Iea

first attack on the Continent
by Bl7s, popularly known as
Flving Fortresses. .
The general, a xeen-cyed
man with jron gray hair, was
cheered by ms Fortress crews
when he received the Silver
Star from Gen. Carl A. Spaatz
on Aug. 24, 1942,
In an interview at that time
he told in his soft Carolina
drawl of encounters over France
with Marshal Herman
Goring's squadron of “Yellow-

. .Nose” Focke-Wulf 190’s.

“I had to pull out of line tv
keep one from ramming me
when we bombed the aircraft
{actory at Méaulte,” he said.
“They tried to stop us at all
costs.” ’

In January, 1943, when
American airmen bombed Ger-
man soil for the first time, a

-{plane piloted by General Arm-
‘| strong led the way.

Two ycars Jater, he won the

I Distinguished Service Cross for
‘|saving the life of a badly

wounded navigaior after their

‘|plane wras hit by a shell in a
draid on Antwerp, Belgium, The

shell exploded in tire glass nose

lof a Flying Foriress, on which

the general was flying as an

e

Led Raids by B-17’s in Europe

strong Jr, of the Air Force who,|§

The general's raids inspired

gh. :

A son, Maj. Frank A, Arm-|}
strong 3d, was killed in 1967|:
when his plane was shot down|

General Armistrong, who re-|;
tired in 1961 after 37 ycars'};
service, was poputar among his} ;-
men as a pilots’ pilot. On Aug. 0 v
17, 1942, he coininanded the}: :.
raid on on Rouen, France, the|:

vone e,

3

S L et
. VS, Army, 1933
Gen, Frank A, Armstrong Jr,

chserver. He applied a tour-
niguet to the navigator's leg
and gave him oxygen.

General Armstrong also com-
manded the 315th Bomb Wing
Command, based on Guam, and
later became deputy com-
mander of the 20th Air Force,
flying many missions against
Japen in 1943,

In November, 1245, he led
four B-29's on the first nonstop
flignt from Japan to Washing-
ton,

stronz commanded the Alaska
Air Conimand and the Sampson
Air Force Base in upstate Mew
York. In 1951 he commanded
the Sixth Air Division of the
Stralegic Alr Command at Mac-

Dill Field, Fla. In 1953 h2 was

named commander of Alaska's
Joint Services Defense Force.

The general, a native of
Hamilton, N.C., graduated irom
Wake Forest (N.C.) Ccliczge in
1025, and became a flving ca-{'

det in the Army in 1928, .

He married Vernelle Hudson

in 1929,

nmm——

t
After the war Gencral Arm-

-
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World War II Hero
Was Wake Alumnus

Lt. Gen. Frank A. Armstrong,

I hero of the famed first daylight
{raid on Nazi-occupied territory

in France in 1942, will be buried
with full military honors in
Arlington National Cemetery,
Arlington, Va,, at 3 pm,
‘Monday.

Armstrong died Wednesday in

‘| Tampa, Fla.

The 67-year-old retired Air

{ Force officer, a native of Hamil-

ton, inspired the book, movie
and television series ‘12 O’clock
High” with his 1942 raid.

He was an alumnus of Wake
Forest College, where he had
an outstanding athletic career.
In the spring of 1962 he was
awarded a Distinguished
Alumnus Award during a Wake
Forest alumni reunion,

He was an uncle of I. T.
(Tim) Valentine Jr., a Nashville
lawyer and N. C. State Demo-
cratic. chairman from 1966-68. -

Armstrong spent his early life
at Hobgood, in Halifax County.

| He graduatéd from Hobgood

High School and attended
Guilford College for two years.

In 1920 he entered Wake
Forest, where he received an
LL. B. degree in 1923 and a
B. S. degree in 1925. He was
first baseman on the Wake
Forest baseball team for each
of his four undergraduate years
and captain of the team in his
senior year. At the same time,

blocking back” ever to play on
a Wake Forest football team.
Armstrong also managed the
law school’s basketball team.

During a 1942 chapel speech
to Wake Forest students,
Armstrong said he drew his war
tactics from his football days
at the school.

Armstrong taught schoo! and
coached at Selma until he en-
tered Air Force flight school
in 1927. In 1928 he graduated
with honors and was com-
misioned a first lieutenant.

During his early years in the
Air Force, Armstrong served as
pilot for various dignitaries, as
a flight instructor and as a mail
pilot in 1934, when the Air
Force took over air mail ser-
vice. :

Armstrong  received the
Distinguished Flying Cross in
1935 when he brought a twin-
engine amphibian plane and all
its passengers to safety "after
one of the plane’s engines ex-
ploded over Panama.-

He was an aerial warfare ob-
server in England in 1940, acting
in secrecy because the U.S. had
not yet entered World War IL
After the U.S. entered the war,
Armstrong was sent back to
England. :

In 1943 he led the 99th and
305th bomber groups in B17
raids over Germany. He was
promoted to major general that

year,
When he retired in 1961, Arm-

F. A. ARMSTRONG

strong was unified commander
of all armed forces in Alaska.
He campaigned to have inter-
mediate range missile sites built
in Alaska,

Armstrong's daring won him
numerous decorations and hon-
ors, including the Distinguished
Service Cross, the Distinguished
Service Medal with an oak ieaf
cluster, the Silver Star ifedal,
the Air Medal with an cak leaf
cluster, the Belgian Croix de
Guerre with palm, and the Gold
Medal of the Aero Club of Nor-
way. He was the first American
to receive the British Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross. Four
oak leaf clusters were added to

he was hailed as *the best

SW . .M . EE S Aansa
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his Distinguished Flying Cross.
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Class Notes

He came from these flac fields to win

_| the hearts of millions. He was a hero when

heroes were sorely needed. As brave as any
astronaut, as dashing as any movie star,
Frank Alton Armstrong Jr. (LLB '22, BS
'25) was larger than life and as real as the
Martin County farmland that gave him to
the world. His story reads like a movie
script, and there was a book and a movie
made about him. It was called Twelve
O'Clock High, but it only touched on a
month of his incredible life.

A varsity football and baseball player at
Wake Forest, Armstrong played profes-
sional baseball after graduation but gave
up sports to marry Vernelle Hudson of
Richmond, VA, a woman he always called
“Fluffy." Armstrong wrote, “She said she
would never marry a man with no more
ambition than to play baseball. I decided to
enter the Air Corps.”

He learned to fly in 1928 when pilots
still wore scarves and high cavalry boots.
Prematurely gray and well-tanned from
his days in open cockpits, he cut a fine
figure.

His courage was legendary. The Air
Corps had the job of hauling air mail in
1934, and in the first three weeks of
service, nine pilots were killed. Arm-
strong was the chief pilot on a route from
Burbank, California, to Salt Lake City,
Utah. The route went through Bryce
Canyon, and in bad weather, it was
impossible to fly over the mountains. So
Armstrong flew through the mountains.
He flew at night in bad weather with no
navigational aids, twisting and turning
through the narrow canyons in an open
cockpit plane.

He had several crashes but never bailed

by Dennis Rogers

out. He landed his crippled planes,
including one in the jungles of Panama,
and walked away unscathed.

He was an experienced pilot when
World War II began and was immediately
sent to London to observe the Royal Air
Force at work against the Germans. He
stood on the roof of his hotel as German
bombers brought the deadly blitz to
London, calmly making notes on their
tactics as bombs fell around him.

He hated desk work, and when
American bomber crews arrived to take
the war to the Germans, Armstrong
fought his way into command. His unit
was chosen to fly the first daylight
bombing raid over Europe.

It was, everyone thought, a suicide
mission. The British had been bombing at
night, but Armstrong felt the Americans
could be more accurate in the daylight. He
trained his crews relentlessly, and when it
was time for the first flight to take off on
the first daylight mission, he flew the lead
plane with Captain Paul Tibbets as his co-
pilot. (Tibbets later dropped the first
atomic bomb on Japan.) The raid was
successful, and Armstrong brought his
entire unit back unharmed. It was that raid
that was the subject of the book and
movie, Twelve O'Clock High. Gregory
Peck played Armstrong.

Burt the raid into France was only the
beginning. Armstrong later went on to
lead the first daylight raid into Germany
itself, breaking Hitler's promise that
bombs would never fall on Germany.

Armstrong was brought back to the
United States to make a nationwide tour
to inspire his countrymen and to sell War
Bonds. He was hailed as a hero wherever
he went.

nk Alton Avmstrong Jr. tleft) and bis son, Fuz.

Will we ever see bis like again?

But his war was not over. After teaching
tactics.to.young. flyers, he took command
of another combat unic and went to the
Pacific where he led the longest heavy
bomb raid against Japan, flying from
Guam to Honshu, Japan, and back again.

He continued to make headlines after
the war was over. He flew the first non-
stop flight from Hokkaido, Japan, to
Washington, where he and his crew were
met with flashbulbs, champagne, and his
darling Fluffy. It was a flight thac thrilled
the country. Three years later, he
pioneered polar flying by going from
Alaska to Norway over the North Pole.

He served his country dramatically and
well for thirty-three years, and there was
even drama when he retired. Serving as
commanding general of all US forces in
Alaska, then Lieutenant General Arm-
strong urged that missiles be installed in
Alaska, a short flight from the Soviet
Union. He spoke his mind eloquently and
often, and he was fired because of it. The
Vice Chief of Staff of- the Air Force
summoned Armstrong to Washington
and told him to either retire within sixty
days or be relieved of his command.
Armstrong did the honorable thing and
retired, keeping quiet and remaining loyal
to the Air Force he had served so long.

Armstrong died in 1969, two years after
his son, Major Frank Armstrong I1I'('52),
nicknamed Fuz, was killed in action in
Vietnam,

His was a life well-lived, and you
wonder if we'll see his like again.

This article appeared in the November 6,
1986 issue of the Raleigh News anc
Observer. it is reprinted by permission.

June, 1987

Wake Forest University Alumni Newspaper
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