1290 Pine Avenue West
Apartment # 3

Montreal, Quebec
CANADA

H3G 1A8
Januvary 23, 1980

Mr, Russel A, Strong
Route 1

Turnpike Road

Laurinburg, North Carolina
28352

U,S.A.

Dear Mr., Strong:

The American Aviation Historical Society forwarded to me your

December 14, 1979, letter concerning the article "Seventeen Bits
and Pieces," While in no position to comment upon the editorial
board!s criteria for article selection, there is some need to

defend the article against some of your observations,

The introduction pointed out that the article was an "effort to
compile in a uniform and comprehensive manner that information
which has been printed about the B-17 and its role in the 8th
United States Army Air Force," Furthermore, it was admitted that
the presentation was of an "incomplete and fragmentary nature"
and that it served to "act as a guide; it is not and should not
be taken as the final word." How couid, as you contend, the art-
icle¥an "incredible amount of trivia" and represent a "collection
of irrelevant data that might suffice as a personal hobby, but
surely should not be foisted on the unsuspecting reader," The
article was not then and is not now fraudulent; albeit it is

incomplete, it does contain errors of judgement on my behalf, and
does, as you so rightly contend, perpetua%e other authors'! errors,

Yet, how have these errors come into being and how can they be
corrected?

Initially, only readily identifiable photographs were to have been
included in the compilation; however under the scrutiny of those
interested in the project, the written account, despite its brevity,
had to be included, There existed then and there does now a need

to connect a story here with a photograph there and another photo-
graph over there, To what degree could these authors be trusted for

the soundness of their research metholds? Are not errors inevitable?
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It was decided that each author would be treated equally; by this

then it was hoped that any errors printed would be corrected by
those in a position to know,

When the AAHS received the article in the Summer of 1978, it re-
presented the conclusion, save for the addition of new material
and the seeking out of out-of-print material, the first phase of
the project., With most of the secq%pdary sources accounted for,

the emphasis shifted to the examination of grimary sources, A
trip last summer to the Simpson Historical Center in Maxwell pro-

ved most rewarding as well as the many visits to the National
Archives and the 1361st Audiovisual Squadron,

I hope the enclosed information will be of value to you., As you
will discover there are discrepancies between this list and the
list which appeared in 306th Echoes (Vol, 3, No.,l1). Most of the
serial numbers came from the aircraft inventory files contained
at the Simpson Center (GP 306-SU-RE), The information about the
fate of the aircraft came from the Simpson Center (I do not have
the file number handy, but it appears on microfilm reel number »Lét
Finally,\l;/ég\possible that may receive the 306th Echoes? If so,
what is a Tair contribution?
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