2 306th Echoes, January '92

'92 Directory Is Coming (rom page 1)

pounded by the explosion of FAX machines and other devices demanding many
more phone numbers in metropolitan areas.

So, both of these essential services have been playing “upset the fruit basket,”
and it raises hob with everyone, especially mailers and list keepers.

New Directory Due

Our 1992 directory should come out in May, and we need your help!

The Postal Service has been good about sending us changed numbers, but
we need more data from many of you.

We also need to have you check your listing in the 1990 directory and to let
the editor know what you need changed.

If we don't hear from you we must assume that the data we have is correct
as far as your directory entry is concerned.

Check the form below:

Name %/M j/é@—
Address /[A%ru ?W,&

City, State and Zip Code 50}4//14‘106/ s, BT

P —
————,

Telephone #, with the correct area code SoS5 - 547805 7

Can you give us the four-number addition to your zip code? (Look on one of
your utilty bills for this, if you can’t remember it).

On that street address, please designate whether it is St, Ave., Blvd., Road,
etc. Rural routes AND box numbers need to be spelled out. In the alpha listing
of the Directory, be sure your unit designation is correct. That’s the one that counts.
(If you were placed in the wrong listing under organizations, don't worry about
it. We plan to get it right this time.)

Other data we will store away for possible later use:

Wife's first name V%M SBreose S
Your birthdate =

Social Security # //69/ / ¢ b go ?
Retirement date/place of employment/job title S_'BO" 82‘ ol 7 /

SE mco NP/ CTD RS PRocESSs ENGINEER
Send the above to Russell A. Strong

5323 Cheval Place

Charlotte, NC 28205-4937

704/568-0153

367th

June

20 April 1924

379-12-7272

January 1988/Western Michigan University/Senior Development

Officer & Director of Research for the WMU Foundation
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2 March 1989

Dear Nelson:

June and I want to thank you for the copy of the tape of our
England trip together.

It certainly brings back a lot of memories, and I parti¥dularly
like having the voices with it, as it serves as a great ref
fresher.

I know that you mentioned the tape at Las Vegas, and nothing
was said as to cost. Not-knowing what I ought to send you, I
am initially enclosing a blank tape, which I am sure you can
put to good use.

As to the master sergeantsg certainly not all crew chiefs by
any means were master sergeantes I have come across quite a
few names in my records that are not on the master sergeant
list, and I think that at some t-ime in the future I will run
a list of crew chiefs. I am sure this would be of considerable
interest to a number of people.

Thank you for the copies of your own papers, and I have cor-
rected the zip code on my records, so that future issues of
Echoes ought to go to the right places. We will publish a new
directory in 1990, and that will have the update as well.

My current project is the indexing of all the issues of Echoes.
This is quite a job, but I should have it completed within a
couple of more weeks.

June and I again thank you for your hard work in taping our mean~-
derings across England. We both look forward to seeing you again
in Little Rock.

All the best,
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i L BT nahn. RDMINT 8qUASRON (17)
T ' 0ffice ¢’ the Squadron Co wmnder (4/1/*he)
ST - o Uidbed Staies, Perces
b
R o APD 889,
TEUBJRCY: Necommndation for the Nronse Star.
R s & gt _
T Iuwelligenos Officer, B06th Bambarduent Greup (H), AV 8&¥,
N '

!

1. Por sxoeptionally meritorious achievement and ousstanding devetion
$0 duty and performance of suaigned tasks as orew chief of a B=l7 Afperaft
which eompleted 28 missions without an abortion or smeshenieal maliuetion over
Gormany and eneay oecupied Burcps during the poriod botwoen 24 March, 1944 and
B3 June, 1844, Bgv NELEOM B, Axs, 13080088, 567th Desbardment Zquedpen (H),
mw» Group (M), APV 857, s recommended for award of thé Srense

Bgt AKE wae sasigned as crow ohief of Nel7G upon §%a arpival
in th lqm 'l'hough hendicapped by & sericus shortage of airplaw sschene
» Bgt AXE and hls crow, heve, by working essidiously and “irelessly, kept

flon
. hds airersft ready for the nexh misslon, Ogt ALR, to who pasues wnd Iree
hours are of mecondary importance, hss performed his Aduties with the skild
that 48 reflectsd in the high degres of perfeotion of his meintenance, ¥The
fenay and capseity whisch oheracterises S5t ARE'S perforsance of duties

reflopts great orsdis upon himsolf, his fquadrom and Group.

; 8. It s vith enthusinsa that I recosmend Opt AXE for wawrd of the
Bronge &har,

N , |
. . ROBERY 0. ml.m.
Lt Col., Adr Corps,
Commanding.
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CERTIFICATE OF MERIT

SERGEANT NELSON E. AKE

13030926
Air Corps, United States Army

CONSPICUQUSLY MERITORIOUS AND OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE OF MILITARY

o

Cotertion

While serving ss Maintensnce Crew

Chief of B-17 Aircraft-in the 367th

nt Squadron (H)

Il




CONFIDENTIAL

HEADWUARTERS 306TH POI'BARISEIM GROUP (M)
Office of the Cormianding Offiscer

T : ‘
- .. - The lst Bombardment Division has been avwarded a Presidential Citation for
< "extraordinary hereism, determination and prit de corps in astion against the

e enemy om X1 Janusry 1944." This award is fge highest thrt can be given to a

- .Unite It is equivalent to the Distinsudshed Serviee Crogs, which is the secand
"™ highest Jaward. that can be giveh to an individual, :

- -7 The'targets of the lst Division on 11 Junuary were the Focke Tulf assembly

- plant at ®gchersleben aad Lhe factory supplying parts fer Junkors fighters at

-~ Halberstadt, both in eontral Germany, about 300 miles inside eneny territory.

- The 306th Group, flying its 10th nission with Colonel Rebinsen leading, led
the attack on Halberstadt, The other Divisions were schedulsd to hit aireraft
plants in the same area, ‘ x

~ Two hundred seventy five Fortrasses, including 33 from the 306th Group,
camprised the lat Division, Shortly bufore the Division reached its target
. aress, a recsll wis sent out frow heudquarters because increusingly bad weatner

- threatened to close the hope buses, at tiat tine sowe of the bombers of the

. ether Divisions and souc of the fighters which had boen uassigcned ta our force
returned to their baves. The lst Division air Couumder, however, becuuse of

~ the extreme importance of the assigned targets, decided to surry en the attacks,
Both targets were hit visuually with excellent results, _ )

' Por twa hours, from the turget to the North Sua sone 300 wiles away, the

..Division, with its roduced fihter oscort, fought its way through flak and

‘unceasing fighter attack by Fii 190's, Ju 88's, Lo 109's, 110's, 210's and 410's,

. 0f these, the Division is efficiully credited with having destroyed 210, This

. 4s the largest nuwber ever destroyed by anc Division on & aingle miseiqn. Ferty
three more were probably destroyud and 8 dumged, These attacks knocked down
42 bombers of lst Division, but there were five enany fighters destroyed for
every bomber which failed to return, Tho 306th Group was subjected to partic-
ularly savage attacke, during which we lost 5 aircraft in less than 10 mimtes,
including beth of Colonel Robinson's wing ren, This Group destroyed 17 fighters
probably destroyed 4 more &nd damaged 14, o ,_

-~ - Rpactically- all-tho-3006th aircruaft-viere shot up -= thirteen severely.
Thres were so seriocusly damagud thut they were scrapped. One mm was killed,
13 wounded, Many were recogrmended for and received special decorations for
.- heroism against heavy odds and for their =fforts in suceussfully returning
.- damaged aircraft and wounded mcn to Ingland,

~ This mission was one of a series of heavy and effcetive hlows which finally

.~ - broke the back of the German Air Force. Not onty were a great rany aircr?t

.. destroyed in the air, but manufucture and asscmbly of new fighters was eritic-
=" ally curtajled, The spectacular and destructive advances by ground forces on
. 81l fronts would have boen impossible witiout the work done by 8th Alr Foree
"* heavy bombers. In these operations, the lst Division, the oldest Division in
» the BsTe0s, has been cutstanding.Prou the beginning, The 300th Group, ene of
. .-the ‘original Groups and the oldest in continuous combat, has pluyed a major
e part in tﬁese successes, and every member of this organization, on the ground
-op in the air, can feel justly proud of his contributien toward the successful
-prosecution of the war in Europe. N -
.. A Dlatinguished Unit Badge identifying this citation will be issued to all
+ipdividuuls who are assigned or attached as members of the lst Bombardment Div-
~4sion, to . bggome part of the uniform as follewss - |
- e Tndividuals who wore assigned or attached to this cosmand on 11 Jgn=

nary 1944 are eatitled to wear it as a permuncnt part of the uniferu, '
e by U iividuals who have been subscquently assigned.or attached are entit~
.ded tn wear the Batige us long us they renain with this eommand, : ‘
~ ®s_ This decoration will. be worn with the class "A% uniforn at all times
on'the right breast centered over the pocket, . - -
" de ‘Authority to wear the Distinguished Unit Bedge parmanently will be
noted in service records and Qualification Cards,
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