PERSONNEL RECORD UPDATE
306th BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION

Complete as much of this form as you wish, and return to Russell A. Strong, Secretary,
306th BG Association, 5323 Cheval Place, Charlotte, NC 28205.

Date completed Zl’ 15 !QL

LAST NAME: ADAMS FIRST NAME: AL_RERTY MI: A TITLE: \TC
Street address: HOW ATER oAK WAY Telephone: (3\3) & E§ - \ s
City, State, Zip: OLODS™MAR FL 346177

Date af birth: \O{lo [/(9 Wife's name: DOLOQES

College(s) attended: PUR DU Degree(s): WAC Year(s): "'f

Last employment & job title & retirement date:

CERTAWTEED CoRP
CHI\EF ENG R 198D MaY

Reunions attended: (NJON =

Serial #: ©TYY4IT (% Squadron: "{3-3R‘D Specialty: (P[LoT

Date joined 306th: OcT M, 43 If combat, what crew: FT ¢70-A)-%
Special duties or assignments w/306th: C FLIGWT CoMmMARN DEfR.

Number of missions flown: 30 Date of last mission: 22 APR(L YY
Date left 306th: 2 APRIC. Q4 Y Highest rank/grade w/306th: [ST LT

Other 8th AF units served with:

Top service assignment after 306th: INSTRUCTOR

USAF retirement date:wNo\/ ‘{(,, Rank/grade: CAPT

Copies of old 306th orders, either from the Group or Station 111, or any of the
squadrons or other units serving with the 306th, are sought by the secretary, as
many of these do not appear in any collections of materials in Federal files:

If you know of others who served with the 306th who do not appear in the current
directory, please add their names and current /WWII hometowns/or other addresses
to the back of this sheet so that searches may be implemented to add them to our
present 306th roster.



15 September 1992
Dear Al:

1 am sorry that I missed you on your recent foray through North
Carolina. We went to the reunion in England, and then took the
following week's tour of France, including Paris and the invasion
beaches.

Now we are home. And I do hope that you will try us again when going
in one direction or the other. We are usually home, although our Char-
lotte friends may think differently. We have two sons living near us
here, and also others in Rocheter, NY, Columbus, OH, and Paw Paw, MI,
So, we do have to travel a bit to keep track of eight grandchildren.

There is 1likely to be a visit to Florida for us-this wiiner, as my
wife's brother has a condo at Bellaire Beach, which isn't far from you.
We also have a good friend from other days in Kalamazoo, MI, who lives
in Oldsmar--Robert and Helen Wetnight. He was vp at Western Michigan Uni-
versity and retired a couple of gears before I did.

1 enjoyed all of the materials you sent along—and would like to use your
story of what was going on in the front of the airplane, while the men
were bailing out the back. I think it would be a good continuation of the
whole tale and kind of bring everything together once again.

If you have no objections, 1'1ll go shead. And, that leads me to a crew
picture--do you have one? If so, I'd like to borrow it.

Well, perhaps one of these days before too long we will be able to get
together for a more personal visit about the 306th.

The reunion in England was fantastic, nearly 400 there, and everyone that
1 saw was having a grand time. Of course, ome lady did fall and break her
hip. That kind of spollied it for her and her husband of a month. But, for

almost everyone it was a great affair. Mose about it in the next two issues
of Echoes.

All the best,
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A "/l 4 HE,DQU:RTERS 306TH BOHRRTENT GROUD (I) (e-B-3)
/7 Office of the Commending Officer

Unitced Stoates Foreces

20 63,

21 Octover, 1243, 7.

SPECL.L CRDERS
NUIEER e, ) .

‘1, Yursuont to VCCO, this Hq, Sgt FRINK C. VIZLL,, 39163976, 369th Bomb Sq
(H), 506th Borb Gp (H), VIR o/a 21 Qctober, 1743, to 12th XD, =0 635, to corry
out instr of CO, TD approx 2 dava, CTRS, FD will poy nont £1ws in licu of rat
ond qrs, os preseribed in por C, Table II, R 35-4520, ot the rose of g 3.C0 per
doy for onc nan for approx twe doys for rat, and ot the rote of § 2,00 por doy
for onc non for approx two deys for grs. Twi, TCNT, TIH, 91-5 7P 1.32-02 ;. 212/
LCy25. ’

Gp (H), VIR o/a 22 Oct, 193, to .mcr Rod Cross Club ot Bourncnouth, xptg on or
thercot to Dircctor for furthie instes, TD approx 7 dsys, COES, .. per dicn of

g 6,00 is auth while travcling ond o fiat per dien of % 2,00 per dcy is cuth vhile V

ot TD sta, TW., TCNT, TIN, 91=5 P 432-02 i 04252 -
1st Lt CHL.RIES B, IUNGLER 0~734119 1st Lt HERY J, =NGIL 0-74.2987

3. Pursumnt to VOCO, this Hq, the fol named @i, 423rd Borb Sq (II), 306th
Dorb Gp (H), WFR ofa 22 Oct, 1943, to .rmer Red Cross Club at Bourncnouth, rptg on
ar thereat to Dircctor, for further inser, TD appron 7 doys. CIZS, FD will pay
pont oalws in licu of rok, as presevibed in par €, Tible I, SR 354520, at the rote
of g 3,00 per ‘.’do.y for two men for cpprox scven Guys for rot, T, TCHL, TIN,
7-61 P 411-07 5 0502-2%:

T/Sgt HEREERT W, HLKIS 18104941  S/Sgt ISSTIR 1, D.RES 35369301

L. In corp with par 1, $0.120, Eg, 10%h woather Sq, .20 633, 4d 16 Oct, 1943,
5nd Tt JOIN J, CULLEN, 0~861799, is rold fr cttaeh and dy witia Hg, 30Gth Bomb Gp
(H), and furthor attsh with 490th .ir Bose Hq & 4ir Buse Sqdn, off this date, and
will rpt to GO thercof for dy, rern C of sta, WIR and/or WIG: w/o dclay to Jjn.
Twi. TONT, TIN, 91~5 P 431-02 .. 212/50425, .

5. In corp with por 6. SO 35, Ha, lst Bomb Div, .TO 63k, dd 20 Oot, 1943,
1st Lt ROLERT L. WHIITNDY, O-443363, is recld fr dy =nd asgt with ""3693h Danb 8q
(H), ond is rcasgd to Hq. 4Oth Combat Bord ig (H), cff this date, and will rpt to
CO thercof for dy, No C of asta, .

6. In comp with par 1J, SO 35, Hq, lst Borb Div, .FO 63k, dd 20 Cet, 1543,
S3% LLLLLAL L. HAYES, 14092268, 369th Beub Sq (H), 306th Dord Gp (I), VIR o 1 Re
Sch, RAF Sta Cramwell, 27 Oct, 1943, to rpt Ii sd to Condt TD stu 2 vl maint of
V.H,F, BEquip, Rat end qrs will be furn at sch, RI will tcke adv IX rat, fatigue
clo, notecbooks, pencils, ond cys of these 0, Twia, CCHT, 4UIE, 91-5 I'432-02 A
21.2/,,04,25, CIRS.

7. Having rptd to this sta, in comp with par 6, 30 3k, Iig, lst Donb Div,
ATO 63, Ad 19 Oct. 1943, and placed on IS for & period of 3 wiis, ifc GIORGS ik
g_u_%uggl{ , 37493528, is further attach to 423rd Dorb Sg (i), 306th Domb Cp ZH; , for
rat and qrs, '

8, PAC in .R 605-115, the fol nomed 0, iC, arc hereby . ronted leaves of
ebsence, for nurber of days indicated, cff o/a dates indicated:

o NO. OF D.YS ZIF D.OE
Copt FERCY A, VINCENT, O~4330€4 Three doys 25 Cot, 1943,
2nd Lt TRYGVE C. OLSQN, O~745160 Two days 21 Oot, 19%3,

RESTRIGCTED
l=

2, Tursuont ‘to VOCO, this Hq, the fol nemod 0, 423rd Bomb Sq (1), 306th Bomb

PR ED AP
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SO 284, Hq, 306th Bord Gp (H), 21 Oct. 1943. Cont'd,

J. Hoving rptd to this ste, in corp with VCCO, Hg, 2900 CCRC Gp (Borb) (Prov)
s—FO 63k, 21 Oct, 1943, and aspl to 3061 Bombd Gp (H), the fol nanmed O and EY, are
further asgd to orgns imslic atcd. off this dote. and will rpt to CC thercof for dy:

38th Dorb Sq (H) = 366th Nomb_&p (ti)

2nd Lt JOHN M, KELLY C=709,13 (P) 2nd Lt CA.RL.LS -, DIYLESS 0-67394% (CP)
2nd LY 1ICHAEL KALISH o-eqsgzn (v) ©2nd Le TED J, BOSLELL 0-679353 (B
Sgt George Vi, allace 22459 (T) s/sf-t Zarucst G, Snartd 34395927 %R
S/Sgt Carl E, Hudson ;S“bg S0 (48} Sr% Alived H, Pects 1110119 (G
Sgb willion G, Vought 1358271 {3)  Sgh viJiam G Christion 17060591 (G
3304 Tlr.:-r‘.’: f"{‘ f_)_ AC ;n*" rahy B (__) :
2nd Lt HOWIRD J, SNYiZL: o 5% “":‘:w.'iF'i-uw“ 7. SIiE 0-7481€4 %GP)
2nd Lt ROBERT J, BENIY .@I% G-(03 s Srg Te T LD L, DINIZIS  0-679378 n;
3/5c% Roy K, Holbort: ,um;wa M,gqumﬂ 33324107 (R
S/sgt Joseph J, Muciol LLOPESKD (AR) e JRel Pi.r-f_l-ncc,h 1532%:.92 (IR)
Sgt Louis J, Colwart IoLNLTes .C-, $/S- ilizan O, Slenker 16101156 (G)
1; Slra ok £a i) = 366 > T’-;-::E_L Gp H)
2nd Lt WILLIMM B, DL IS 0 055 G NG oArt 1 1R L ATV 0-7.+2818 (P
2nd Lt JOSEFH B, 1LT: T3 11T - w3205 (CP) Za Lt LRNCTD &, DUGNI 0-679359 (B
S/Sgt Lloyd Bs Keero 2642770 (FY 9/5p% iluishew B, Poiendoa 35319409 (R
S/Sgt Cleo C, white L5007 n" (L&) fp7 Lareazd B, Stevenson 39388964 (G
Sgt John K, Hedberg 16I5WT (G)  Sgk Eage Ganpellt 12355785 (G

10, Pursuant to *r030, +aia _{c. ok WINET B, JFLTNE, 31066522, 3(9th Borb
Sq (H), 306th Borb» Gp (I, WER n’/a 2L O3ichiv, ious ke s Tiq. S n:ﬁ*, 130 633,
to corry cut inste ¢f 0. 9L wpprox 1 day, 39RS, T wll pav mont alws in liow
of rat and qrs, us proszrifsadt in par G, Tasle IT, SR 35-.520, =t she rate of § 3,00
per doy for one man fex wpprox onc day for ras, mmé at whe raie of § 2,00 per do
for ono mon fo¥ approx: one day for qrs, T... TCNT, TIN, 91-57 14.32—02 L 21
LaL25, -

By order of Colonel ROBINSON:

D, R, CCLALN,
Lt. COl., -I..L'o.’
sxecoutive,

]
ist Lb., 1.C,,
issistant [djutant,
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IGO0 #250, (Ha ‘8AF, "
15 April 1SL4. - \

Q”TjéEOﬁGE-B; WEST, 0-802893; First Lieutendnt, Army Air Forces, United States ;'-
‘Army.,  For extraordinary achievement, while piloting his Fly@ng Fortress on num-_’
-erous bombing missions deep into Germany, Lieutenant Westls courage and devotion:

~to duty have been a constant example for his fellow flyers, ' .On the nission dis-

‘" patched 25 February 1944, one engine of his aircraft became disabled shortly afte
crossing the enemy coast, but in spite of this
successfully bombed it, Again on 2 March 19
Plane cut out as he approached the target.

' formation, he followed his group over the target and mede an excellent bombing ru;

later flying his crippled bomber back to England unescorted. - Shortly after tekin = ‘%

off on 6 March 1944, the oxyzen system in the left rear of the plane became in-

operative. Determined to complete the mission

of oxygen as long as possible and then re-posi ‘

~ to continue on to the target. The courage, tenicity of purpose and devotion to : -
“ duty displayed by Lieutenant est under adverse cohditions have won for him the' *

-aduiration of 2ll members of his organization.

AP e Bhe: provistens o Army Regulations 600-45, 32 September 1943, "~
i#2139, Hq USSAFE, 11 .04

and pursuant to authority contained in Restricted TT llessage :
rarded to the folloviing-named Officers and:

Januery 1944, an OAK LEAF CLUSTER is aw
Enlisted lMen in addition to the DISTI!

» Lieutenant Vest kept his crew off
tioned his crew, making it possible

w

-

dgLBERTmAiﬁAﬁAHS,'O—?QBSlB,'Fifst Licutenant, Army Air Forces, United Stétés“tiﬁ

Army, For cxtraordinary achievement, while serving as Filot of a B-17 airplane =
on & bombing mission over Germany, 6 Earch 1944,

while still over enemy territory, one cengine of
- vias unable to remain with the formation and proc

During the return journey and *

nis plane failed, Lieutenant Ada
eeded alone, Vithin a short timé

enemy fighters attaclked, but were eluded before serious damage was sustained, 5
tack, knocking out one engine, disabling
the tail guns and damaging the whole tail assembly, Lieutenant Adems put his plar -
fighters, that four members of the crew, thipk
ing the planc doomed, bailed ocut, - Crossing the enemy coast at an extremely low 7 )
flew his battered plane back to''"

Later, cnemy fighters pressed a vicious at

into such a steep dive to cvade the

altitude and.with only two engines operating,

England and accomplished a safe landing,

played by Lieutcnant Adams reflect high
of the United States. Entcred military service from Illinois

he

The courage and skilful airmanship dis=

est credit upon himsclf and the Armed Force

CHARLES C. BLISS, 0-735030, Captain, Army Air Forces, United States Army.
For cxtraordinary aciievement, while piloting the lcading eircraft of a Combat jJir
on & bombing mission over Germany, 8 March 1944,
wes flying led the entire task force on this importart mission deep into Gerneny,
As the formation entercd encny territory, it was
ber of hostile fighters, 4 vicious frontal assault knocked out’two engincs of -
Captein Bliss'!s aircroft, In spite of this, he mainteined the lead position, but’
scvere damagsoe

viien his aircraft sustained furthar

o

than jeopcrdize the unity of the formation, Divi
pursuing figaters and flow his nlanc back to England where he made a safe landing,
on to duty displayed by Captain Bliss rofloct
highest credit upon himself and the armed Forces of the United States, Entered

he courase, flyinr skill and doveti

military service from Celifornic,

The ving in which Captain Bliss

savagely attacked by a large num-

» hc abandoned his position ratfic
ng for cloud cover, he cluded

Entered military Ser?idéffré@_Tg%f- 2

(,_._‘..

¢

IGUISHED FLYING CROSS previously avarded:. : .::}

- A

PR WY

, be continued on to the terget and | 4
L4, 'two engines of Lieutenant est !s i g
Unable to maintein his position in The

]

2
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Columbus, OH in August l943 Combat crew
memg at Pyote, TX. Served with the 91st BG as
a B-17 pilot at Bassingboumne, England

I

Shotdownon21stmissionover Avord, France
on April 28, 1944, Escaped and evaded through
France and retumed to England in July of 1944,

Returned to U.S. and served in various bases
and positions until the Korean Conflict. Flew 56
missions as a B-29 aircraft commander.

Left the Air Force in 1956 to employment as
anairline pilot. Thenbecame aregional airline vice
president and operations director.

Presently the president of a transportation
management corporation specializing in munici-
pal transit systems.

There are three children and seven grandchil-
dren. He and his wife, Frances, reside in
Poughkeepsie, NY,

H. PHILLIP CAUSER, was bom April 11,
1916 in Weymouth, MA. S.E. Training Com. class
43C. Spent six months training Dutch pilots in
Jackson, MS. Assigned to 356th FG, Martlesham
Heath, England

Shot down by enemy ground fire strafing
enemy airfield alone. Picked up and fought with
the F.F.I. (Maquis) for 30 days plus, liberating
towns, blowing bridges. and harassing the enemy
in general. Picked up and flown out in R.A.F.
Dakota in the middle of the night.

Stateside assignment Craig Field, Selma, AL,
training the first group of officers from the French
Military Academy. Attended A.F. School of Aero-
nautical Engineering at Chanute Field, Rantoul, IL.

As reserve, flew F-86s with 50th Fighter
Interceptor. Otis A.F.B., MA,

Wrote book, M.JA. (Missing in Action).
Founded Phillips Manufacturers, sold in 1930s.
Now owner and president of New England Manu-
facturing Co. At 75, still flies his Grumman AAIA
for business and pleasure.

MARTIN CECH, T/Sgt.,bom Nov. 14, 1920in
Akron, OH. First enlisted in federal service on
Dec. 15, 1937 at Fort Screven, GA and was as-
signed to Fort Moultrie, SC for processing and

subsequent assignment to Hawaii, where he re-
ceived basic training and duty in field artillery. He
returned to Fort Benning, GA in October of 1940,
where he was discharged on Dec. 14, 1940. He
reenlisted Jan. 7, 1942 at Fort Hayes, OH and was
assigned to the Army Air Corps with duty in the
chemical warfare branch.

In December of 1943, while assigned in En-
giand, he volunteered forand was assignedto B-17
gunnery duty. On March 6, 1944, after dropping
bombs on Berlin, they headed for the coast and had
engine trouble and left the formation. They were
attacked by three or four 109s. Over Holland the
intercom was knocked out, the waist door was
blown off and Cech got a back full of shrapnel. He
saw one of the crew members come running through
the waist and motioned to bail out, so he did what
he was told to do. The safety strap was still across
the door opening and he lifted the strap and pushed
himself out.

He landed in a fresh plowed field and hid ina
small woods until dark. He could see Germans
looking without luck. He slept in a haystack that
night and got to a farmers house. The next moming
and he got him in touch with the Underground.
Worked actively with the underground until lib-
eration by the Canadians in 1945. Sent to Belgium
for interrogation and was then returmed to U.S. to
Camp Atterbury, IN. Discharged July 26, 1945,

Reenlisted July 30, 1948 at Cleveland Mu-
nicipal Airport, OH. Served at several bases state-
side and in England, Germany, Korea and Japan.
Assigned to 6143D Air Base G. (PACAF) in San
Francisco. CA in March of 1960 and remained
until retirement (technical sergeant) Jan. 31, 1962
after 20 years of active federal service.

Worked 17 years for U.S. Postal Service,
retiring in 1978, Married 1963 and divorced 1989,
Five daughters and five grandchildren. Feels great
and lives in Venice, CA.

JOHN J. CHAPMAN, was born Sept. 22, 1922
in New York City, NY. Inducted Oct. 24, 1942,
Was in Infantry, Air Force, Transp. Corps.

Military locations were: Yaphank, NY:; Nash-
vitle, TN; Miami Beach, FL: Santa Ana, CA:

Kirtland Field, NM: (bombardier training) Walla
Walla, WA; Dalhart, TX; Tampa, FL: (overseas)
Tunisia, N. Africa: Aerignola, Italy, Foggia
(Lucera), Italy; Barksdale Field, LA: Sheppard
Field, Wichita Falls, TX: Lakeland, FL; Midland,
TX; Ft. Eustice, VA, 670th Med. Port, Manila, P.
[s., then to States for separation.

Missions with 301st BG, 32nd Sqdn. Rimini,
Klagenfurt, Anzio, Rome. Toulon, Cassine, and
shot down March 17, 1944 over Wiener Neustadt,
Austria. Caught flak in the starboard engine, waist
and tail. Left formation and pilot headed down for
safety of clouds below as three Mel09 fighters
mauled them. Attack left them with two engines
gone, three crew wounded and fire on the flight
deck. Mortally wounded the Queen headed for the
Adriatic and home. The third engine quitand the crew
was forced to bail out over enemy termitory.

That afternoon the 32nd Sqdn. of the 301st
BG lost a B-17 and her combat crew.

Received Air Medal and Presidential Unit
Citation. Discharged June 19, 1947,

Most memorable experiences: first combat
mission and first parachute jump.

Married wife Gamett. Nochildren. Retired in
May 1985 from Sears Roebuck and Co. after 37
years service.

WALTER E. CHAPMAN, SR., was bom
Feb. 16, 1921 inLexington, KY. Entered service in
July 1942, U.S.A.AF. Aviation Cadet. Graduated
class 43-10, Midland. TX as a bombardier, rank
second licutenant. Discharged in July 1945, with
rank of first lieutenant.

Served overseas with 484th BG, 826th BS.
15th A F. Credited with 24 combat missions on B-
24 type aircraft from May 5, 1944 to June 13, 1944,
when shot down by German Me109. Parachuted
out of aircraft over ltaly and with assistance of
[talian and Yugoslavian partisans evaded capture
until August of 1944, Two crewmen killed in
action, four taken prisoner of war and Chapman,
along with three othermembers of the crew evaded
capture with help of Tito's Partisans.

Retired industrial engineer with 32 years of
service with Intenational Harvester Co.

EVERETT L. CHILDS, Lt Col. (ret.) was
bom Oct. 26, 1918 in Manchester, [A. Joined
U.S.AF. April 7. 1941.

Received navigation training at Monroe, LA,
class of 43-4. Assigned to 8th A.A.F., Grafton-
Underwood, 384th BG. 547th Sydn.

Shotdown from B-17 on second Schwienfurt
mission, Oct. 14, 1943 near Bar- le-Duc, France,
Captured near Spanish border May 16, 1944, Es-
caped from train July 10, 1944, near Bar le Duc,
Traveled through lines Aug. 20. 1944 at Orleons,
Released from active dury June 3, 1946,
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another B-24 straggler when the pair were anacked and hit by a couple of
Me 109s. ‘I got busy right away on the radio and called up our fighers:
“Denver, Denver, 1 nced help, 'm being hit!™ Back came the reply in a Texas
drawl “Don't get excited Sonny, Pappa's coming!"™ A pair of P-47s appeared
and forced the Messerschmitts to break off their avack.” But the rescuers had
come too late. ‘My engineer called and said we were on fire in the left wing. Sure
enough, smoke was coming from a hole you could walk through.” Cripe dived
the Lnbcr;.nor in an attempt to blow out the flames but it was no good, the fire
bcgan eating its way towards the lelt outhoard engine. Cripe ordered his crew to
bail out, then followed: ‘Iforced my way through to the bomb bay, then stepped
into 12,000 feet of space. The 170 mph slipstream hit me and 1 tumbled in
midair but managed o pull the ripcord and the canopy opesied with a thwack.
Then silence. 1 was in thick overcast and did not see the plane crash. As [ came
%ul o‘f the bottom of the overcast I could see only water beneath me: the Zuider
ce.

From the German point of view, however, even a wounded bomber could
“somelimes present a dangerous adversary. Me 109 pilot Leuinant Lothar
Sachs. flying his fimt intercept mission by day, nearly came to griel trying to
finish off one of the stragglers. Separated from his comrades alter the high speed
dive on the bombers, Sachs caught sight of a lonc B-17 some way behind the
formation and moved in to attack. In his inexperience the German pilot opened
fire al too great a range and scored no hits. Then, before he could get into
position for a second attack, the bomber vanished into a thin bank of cloud.
Sachs went below the cloud and saw nothing, then climbed back through it and
caught sight of the bomber again some distance to his left. He ran in to anack
again and fired a second long burst but again did not see any hits. Now the
bombcr.u'ras in the clear on the far side of the cloud bank; but Sachs was out of
ammunition.

The B-17 Sachs had attacked was piloted by Licutenant A. Adams of the
306:th Bomb Group; it had suffered lak damage over Berlin and the right
outhoard engine had been knocked out; the propeller had been-damaged and
would not feather, causing considerable drag which forced the bomber out of
formation. On the return flight the B-17 had come under further attack from
fighters; the intercom was shot out and the left outboard engine stopped and its
propeller would not {eather cither - fortunatcly it balanced out the dragon the
opposite wing. Sachs had no inkling of his opponent’s problems but obviously
the bomber was in trouble or it would not have become a straggler in the first
placc. Now it was firing red flares in an cffort to summon help. The German
pilot scarched the sky for cnemy fighters but there seemed none in the vicinity.
The Americans had no way of knowing he was out of ammunition, perhaps he
could blufl’ them into abandoning their machine? He pulled in behind the
bomber for a dummy firing pass, then watched an escape hatch fall away and
four of the crew leave by parachute. Congratulating himsell on his first viciory
by day Sachs closed in to inspect his victim as it continued west.'I flew past it
very close, about 10 meters over the top. As I passed the nose I dropped my left
wing 1o take a closer look - and found myself gazing imo the faces of the two
pilots and the top gunner who were staring back at me! I pulled my wingupand

THE LONG WAY HOMLE ™,
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~

wried to accelerate away but as I did so my Messerschmitt shuddered under the
impact of bullet hits.”

Wondering what to do next Sachs pulled 10 2 respectful distance and
watched the bomber descend gradually. Still he hoped it might go down and
crash so he could claim it. But 50 feet above the Zuider Zee the B-17 leveled out;
still it headed west and there was nothing the German pilot could do about it.
Then Sachs noticed white smoke streaming from his lefi radiator: the glyco)
system had been hit! He looked into the cockpit and saw the needle of the engine
temperature gauge starting 10 climb dangerously. Instinctively he throttled
back, turned for one of the airfields in eastern Holland and kept a running 13lly
of those fields within gliding distance suitable for a crash landing, should the
need arise.

Tthe very rear of the bomber formations and their stragglers came B 17
‘Little Willi¢' of the 388th Bomb Group. This was the bomber piloted by Bernte
Dopko with badly damaged engines, returning from Berlin 50 feet abovethe
ground at a speed of 115 mph. Remarkably, the crew made their flight acrosg
Germany with no molestation from fighters and very little from ground fire
The only serious trouble occurred immediately before the Dutch coast. "Wé
would have reached our Waterloo if the Germans had held their fire for another
30 seconds or so. as my line of flight would have put me directly over thewr
battery of light flak about 8 fect ofl the ends of their barrels,” Dopko later
commented. ‘Their premature firing allowed me 10 bank sharply to the lett
1aking advantage of some buildings I was able to put between me and the
Germans.' Dopko picked another point to cross the coast and this fime
encountered no defenses.

While the mass of American bombers and fighters rumbled over the Duich
coast and out tosca, a lone aircraft was speeding castwards to Berlin tocomplere
the mission. This was Spitfire ‘High Lady’ of the US 7th Photo Group pileted
by Major Walt Weitner. The Spitfire had been stripped of all armament and
armor, part of the wing had been converted intoa huge fuel tank and in the rear
fuselage were two large aerial cameras with 36-in telephoto lenses. Weilner’s
orders were to take post-strike reconnaissance photographs of the targel

Flying at 39,000 feet with a ground speed of about 350 mph, Weitner’s
Spitfire left behind a long white condensation trail 10 point out its presence
“The Germans must have known I was there but at first nobody paid mc aay
atiention. It was a big sky and all the other trails I could sce were well away to
the southeast of me,” Weitner recalled. ‘Anybody coming up after me would
have had to leave a trail 100 so 1 knew I would get plenty of warning.’

For the reconnaissance pilot survival depended upon avoiding enemy
fighters and Weitner continually scanned the sky around his aircraft; from fime
to time hé rolled on 10 one side tosearch below and also to check his navigation
Then during one such search he suddenly realized he was not alone. ‘1saw three
black forms. also trailing, following mine closely an uncomlortable 1,500 yards
away, their altitude just below my own.' Weitner cased forwards his throttie
selecting maximum power without resort to ‘War Emergency’; the latter
guzzled fucl he could not spare and he resolved 1o keep it up his sleeve in case
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Fehe 3 106 14 2% WILHELMSHAVER 8:55
4 106 16 ‘220 FRANKFURT - 8:30
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22 113 18 2!'6_ __ BFRNEERG 8145,
MAR, 3 118 19 X.¥. GERMANY R
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Intercoms Left
Much To Chance

One of the problems that r& in

the B-17 in the stress of combat was
the breakdown in communication be-
tween the five men stationed ahead of
the bomb bay and the five men whose
duties placed them behind the bomb
bay. This might be either because the
intercom was inoperative, or the plane
was damaged enough that it was
‘impossible for anyone to pass through
the bormb bay.

This was the situation that existed in
42-31025 on 6 March 44. Lt. Albert A.
Adams’ plane had been hit hard over
Berlin, losing an engine over the target.
Returning alone, four of the crew
members bailed out over Germany and
T/Sgt Lloyd B. Keene, was killed when
the plane was attacked by ME-109s.

After the bailout, conditions improved
and the plane flew on home, without the
four men who jumped.

At the interrogation, the 423rd squad-
ron history quotes::‘Our intercom was
out and four of the men were so scared
they bailed out without getting an order.”

Several months ago, Max Palenica
was visiting John Hedberg, and for the
firsttime saw this quotation in First Over
Germany. After that he wrote the author
in high dudgeon to protest and to report
what actually happened that day behind
the bomb bay. Here is Max's story:

“While we were warming up before
takeoff, we were having a problem with
one engine, but we took off anyway.
Later we got hit by flak in the target area,
and with a windmilling prop we started
to lose altitude. Lt. Adams gave the bail
out order twice, but Lt. Mathis (Joseph
B. Mathis Ill, KIA 22 Oct 44) twice said

‘No.!

“At this time, a shell burst in the radio
room where | was, and | was wounded
in the face, leg, hand and back. |
staggered into the waist. The rear door
was pushed out and one man was
bailing out, the other waist gunner was
getting ready to bail out. | looked at him
and he was hurt across the head and
had blood all over his face. He, too,
jumped.

“Just before | was going to jump
something hit me in the leg. | looked up
and there | saw the tail gunner, John
Hedberg, stuck in the tail. | got him out
and saw that he was badly hit in the
hand. | immediately put a tourniquet
around his wrist to stop the bleeding.
Two fingers were gone and he was in
a daze. | asked him if he could pull his
rip cord and he nodded that he could.
I put his legs out the door and kicked
him out. ‘

“I feel that | probably saved his life.
| followed him out the door.”

Palenica completed his letter by
asking if this sounded like panic in the
rear of the plane?

Hedberg was treated in several
German hospitals and then was repat-
riated on the S.S. Gripsholm.

In further explanation, at the time First
Over Germany was being researched
and written, neither Hedberg nor Palen-
ica had been located.
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