
TO CG , 1ST BOMB WING (ATTENTION A-2) 

1 MPORTANT R-139-D TELETYPE REPORT 8TH MARCH 1 9 4 3 .  

(A> NARRAT I VE. 

'I. 18 A/C TOOK OFF AT 11 : 30 HOURS TO BOMB MARSHALLING YARDS AT 

RENNFS, FRAWCE 2 A/C RETURNED EARLY BSCAIISF OF MOTOR TROUBL= , 1 
, 

A/C T S MI S$l?lG- THE ROUTE WAS APPROXIMATELY AS ORDERED AND THF 

WEATHSR G00Q ALL THE WAY. V 1 S l  El L l  TY AT THE TARGET WAS EXCELLFNT. 

2. SINCE THFRE WAS PRACTICALLY NO FLAK, AND NO FIGHETER OPPOSlTlON 

AT THE MOMENT, THERE WAS AN UNITFRRUPTED TWO MlNUTF BOMB RUN, AND 

BOMBING RESULTS WERE EXCELLENT- SEVFRAL BURSTS WERE SEEN DIRECTLY ON 

- -. C 

COYPLETELY- DESTROYED. 

3. 1 A/C TURNED BACK AT 13:25 ABOUT 5 M 1 LES N O R T ~ ~  OF' PORTLAND, 

ENGLAND. NO. I N O *  4 ENGI NE ACT1 NG UP. NO- 4'  ENGl NE *CUT OUT ON 

LANDING. 1 A/C TURNED BACK AT 1 3 : 0 5  AT MARLBOROUGH , ENGLAND. 2 

UP WITH FORMATION* 

4. YOT MORE T H A N  20-25 E/A , ALL FOCKE WULFS, WITH ONLY ONW TWIN 

ENGINE ANDXaE ONE ME109, MERE gE ENCOUNTERED, BUT THE ATTACKS WERE -.- -. - .- 
PERSISTENT AND CAME FROM ALL ANGLES- OUR FORMATION V A S  F I R S T  ENGAGED 

WHEN THE S P I T F I R E  SUPPORT TURNED BACK NEAR DINAN,- AND IT. W A S  HERE 

THAT OUR A/C WAS H I R -  THE FWS CONTINUED- THEIR ATTACKS UNTIL- THE 

S P I T  SUPPORT X W A S  PICKED UP AGAIN NEAR,ST. LO. 5 CLAIMS - 3  CERTAIN, 

I K PROBABLE , I DAMAGED. 
-. . - 

5. LITTLE OR NO FLAK WAS ENCOUNTERED. A FEW SCATTERED BURSTS SFEN 

AT THE COAST GOING I N  , AND I N  TARGET AREA BUT THEY IJERE FAR OFF 

AND CAUSED NO DAMAGE. 

~??~VELOPED XMBWX S H I P  AND I T  SXS IS BELIEVED THAT THE ENTIRE CRFW 

BAILED OUT. 2 OR 3 OF THE CHUTE8 X X  CHUTES MAY HAVE BEEN BLOWN A 

SHORT DISTANCE FROM THE E@S COAST DUE TO THE DIRECTION OF THE 

u s  un A T  TUG T I  M F  



AT THE COAST GOING IN , AND IN TARGET AREA BUT THEY W R E  FAR OFF 
Ah19 CAUSED NO DAMAGE. 

6. Ollq A/C WBS HIT BY E/A .IIIST AFTF-R SPIT SUPPORT LEFT. FLAMSS 

E?lVELOPED S3QaWX SHIP AND IT IbXS IS BELIFVED THAT THE ENTIRE CRFW 

BAILED.OUT. 2 OR 3 OF THE CHUTEB XX CHUTES MAY HAVE BEEN RLOWV A 

SNORT DISTANCE FROM THE EMS COAST DUE TO THE DIRECTION OF THE 

W I N D  A T  THE TIUS, 4 

1. 18 

2. 3 

3. RENNES MARSHALL] NG YARDS -15 

4. A I RD9OME-CHERBOURG-0 

5. B NOP1E.-0 

6. NONF 

7.1 

8.0 

9.1 

10.0 

11.0 

12. lOX500 M43 

13. 150x500 

14. 0 

15.. 20x500 

16. ioxroo I N  MISSING SHIP. 
17. 0 

18.2 

19. 10 ~ ~ I S ~ I N G .  

20. OVER RENNES AT 1431, ALTITUDE 22,000 FT. 

====COMBOMGP THREE HUNDRED SIXTH 
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TO CG . 1ST mnB WING CATTENTION A-2) - 
. IMPORTANT R-139-D TELETYPE REPORT 8TH FfARCH 1 9 4 3 .  , . 

CA.1 NARRATIVE- . - -. . - 
R E N W S .  FQAVCE . 2 A/C RETURNED EARLY BFCAUSE OF 3OTOR TROUBLE . 1 

*= 
1 - 

AIC I S  P ( I  SSING. THE ROUTE WAS APPROXIMATELY AS ORDERED AND THE 
3- 

VEATHER GOOD ALL THE WAY. V 1 S l B I L lTY AT THE TARGET WAS EXCELLENT. 
e -  . - . ; .  - 

, - - 2. SINCE THERE WAS P ~ A C T I  CALLY NO FLAK. AND NO FIGHETER OPPOSITION 

AT M E  MOMENT, THERE WAS AN UNIERRUPTED TWO MI_NUs BOMB- RUN. AND 

-BOMB1 PIG RESULTS WERE EXCELLENT . SEVERAL B~<STS WERE 'SEEN D lRECTLY ON 

. THE YARDS, SMOKE .AVD FLAWS 2000-  FEET H ~ G H  WERE OBSERVED .  AN^ A 
- - -  - - - -  

LARGE BUILD ~ F I G  . POSSI BLY THE TF~AMSH I PMENT S H E ~ .  WAS THOUGHT TO BE 
- - A-. - 

CO5PLETELY- DESTROYED. 
. , 

3. 1 A/C TURNED BACK AT 13:25 ABOUT 5 MILES N O R T ~  OF- PORTLAND, 
I 

EFIGLAXD. NO. 1 NO. 4 ENGI NE ACTING UP..' NO- . 4. ENGINE * C I J ~  OUT ON . , . - 
LAND I NG. 1 A/C TURNED BACK AT 13:05 AT MARLBORO~~GH . ENGLAND. 2 

L 

EMGINES C A U S ~  NG RUBLE: . AWVE iq.ooo FEET CLOUDXX COIULD NOT KEEP - .  - 
U P  WITH FORMATION. 

4. NOT MORE THAX 20-25 E/A . ALL FOCKE WULFS, Wl TH ONLY ONP T J l N  

ENGINE ANDXBE ONE ME109. WERE KC ENCOUNTERED, - -  - BUT _ __ THE -___ ATTACKS . , WERE :iJ . 4  
-6- - - 1 -. _ -  - .. < 

PEP.SIST!ZNT AFD CANE FROM A U ,  ANGLES. OUR FORMATIOF1 - WAS F ~ R B T  ENGAGED 
I- - - - * . .  . 

-. ;,. ; 

THAT OtIR A/C !?AS H IR. THE FWS CONT I NUED-THEIR ATTACKS UNTIL- THE 
L. 

,. - , a 

S P I T  SUPPORT X W A S  P I  M F D  UP AGAlV NEAR .ST. LO. 5 CLAl MS -3 CERTAIN, 
:- 

d- * - - ,  
1 W PROBABLE . 1 DAMAGED- - *. . . . - -.. . 
5.  LITTLF OR NO FLAK WAS ENCOUNTERED. A FEW SCATTERED BURSTS SEEN - - .* 

a .  

AT THE COAST GOING I N  , AND I N  TARGET AREA BUT THEY WERE FAR OFF - - -  
AWD CAUSED NO DAMAGE. _ _ _ _  - - -  - r- 

-- -- ----. ., + %  ; ,  - - ..-A - - - -  - -  - -..*- - y-:-:. :. -2" -- - .- - _.- -- . -,* ,, 
- 6 ;  OLP A/C VSS H l f BY E/A .JIJST AF*-SPIT SUPPORT LEFT. FLAMTS .- . "++ 

t b  - 5 .' - s ,  

EHVEL3PED 23BtlRX SHIP AVD IT SXS I S  BELIEVED THAT THE ENTIRE .? CREW . ,.... . - - 1 ' . .' * . -; 
I .  

- BAILED OUT. 2 OF? 3 OF THE CHUTES XX CHUTES MAY HAVE BEEN BLC)WN A ' " - . 4  ,+ 
a < 

SHORT DISTANCE FROM THE EBS COAST DUE TO THE DIRECTIOM OF THE < 
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o ~ p o s i t i o n  s t  t h e  moment, the re  run, and bombi* r!?~11lt~ 
. . . . . .  . . . . . .  .... 3ex ..- -. -.-. . . 

were excellent .  Several  burs t s  on the  yards,  smoke a'nd 
flames 2OM)feet h b h  were . .' .. observed, and ,a .large building j - g c s ~ i b b -  t h e  Tf%rta&-i2nqnt 

.. ,, .. . . . .  
Phed, was thotlsl& $0 :& coom,,letely dkstrcyed. 

2. , ~ e n u ~ a l  resu l ts  o t  bdii6ing attack 

. 3. hbdi7e-s a . ,  ppws of t-back and' reason8 fop. mob- . . - . - 
/-A/= ~ , L L  0;t 1 3 : ~ s  e~rrvc  FAN^ 
*+p& eSJ.* * J . M * # $ " - - ~ ; " * " P . ' ~ &  

\e-&&hr l?.&d+ I .. _ 

. .  .cnly . . -  ,... . .  
*- r 

hot  more t h a Y j b L 2 3  i / f i , /~ocbe  Wdf35, '  with/one %in E w i n e  snd 
one Rr Mess.. 10.9, were encounte.red.,..'aut . the . a t t acks  were. p a r ~ i s t e n t  
and came from a l l  angl2s. ;. ..Our f o r ~ . e t i o n  was first enWg9d when t he  
S p i t f i r e  sunport t ~ ~ n e d  bock. near Dinan, and it here .  t h a t  
our ~ L C '  was' h i t .  . The F. 17. s continued t h e i r  a t t a c k s  u n t i l  
t h a  .Spit .support was picked u? again near  S t .  Lo. 5 claims - 3 
c e r t a i n  1 probabJe 1 damaged. . , ; . '' - 

. - .  .- .--- -. ...._. . ._.. 
boration of hot new rclport)' 

hated came, peraonne& --. - 
, . .sea baling . , 

I I ,I-.. 

P W . . A C  was hit .du.at . .afLq.  S ~ i t .  , s q p p ~ r t  . . l e f t .  Flames enveloped 
Me shi? and it is believed t h a t  the  e n t i r e  cfew b a i l e d  out. 
2 o r  3 of t h e  chutes nay .@ve b2en blown a s h o r t  d i s  t ancs  from .. .. ..,_... % .  :,.. I ,.-. 

0 7. ?,&=aahej j l g l ~  br s e r i o ~ ~ . d ~ ~ & .  t h e  coas t  due to the  
... . . .  .-. - , . ?. .... - ._._. .._ _ d i r e c t i o n  o f .  t h g  ,wind 

at the  t ima.  
None \ .. ... '. . , ., . , .: -:- - * !. ;. . .::: !..: .: f < 

-... 
, I '  . 
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GROUP - b- 

DATE ,f' 3 - 4 3  

If actual formation S: completely 
di f ferent  from position of circles 
turn page over and prepare diagram 
on back. 

/ 

- arrow - Below w i t h  
green - Level w i t h  BMa&s red 

Write numbers of our A/c  i bcircles, i 
Draw lines thmugh circlesf not apply 

I 

A/c  i n  Red, 
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Bombs were released rt 1431 hours over the primary target,  the 
marrhalling yards a t  Rennes, Frmce, at; an a l t i t ude  of 22,000 feet.. For- 
mation bcpsbing was oonduotad oo a heading of 105O witin w i n d  a t  176 a t  
25 miles per hour, 149 fim-hundred pound G.P. bomb8 s e r e  dropped an the 
t a rge t  area. Twenty (20) b d a  were brought back en abortive a i r c ra f t ,  
one (1) bcanb -8 brought back due t o  f au l ty  releaseo and t en  (10) bombs 
ara unacaountsd for, which were on a i r o r a f t  No. 41-24514 which was shot  
down pr ior  t o  reaching the target. A 1 1  of our 149 bombs dropped h i t  the 
t a rge t  usa  as o h m  by photographs. The r e s u l t s  of bombing are  vary good 
m d  it is thought the  marshalling yards K i l l  be useless f o r  somt time due 
to the accuracy of bombing. 

Bombin Plot  Baoloeed, 
&atogr8ph8-Fo-ded t o  f irst  Bmbardmont Wing. 

There e re  no auggested ahanges i n  b~bingmsthods resu l t ing  fram 
this miasion. A posit ive upwind error  was mnde during the f i r a t  p a r t  of the 
bombing run i n  campensating f o r  &ift, in order t o  p u t  the center of fslpact 
on the target. 

Ai ta r lF t  No. 42-5720 of the 423rd Bombardment Squadron (H) m e  
abortivs due t o  tho Intake Duct t o  the  Carburetor on Ho. 1 engine being 
blomr off by b o k  f l r e ,  Thia  w i l l  be remedied and the a i r o r r f t  back i n  
a k t t l a  9 W c h  1943. 

Airbraf t  No. 42-5218 of the 423rd Bombardment Squadron (H) was 
abortive due t o  f a i l u r e  of No. 2 Supercharger regulator. Condensation in 
the ruperoharger balance l i n e  was the cause and t h i a  has bean remedied. 

4. Air Combats. 

8. Enemy Tacticr. - 
'Fhe fwmation was f i r s t  attaoked by l W v s  190'8. The rttcraks 

wore made from 20-25 a i r c ra f t ,  al l  lV 190's and were pers i s ten t  and pressed 
home. They oontinued u n t i l  the  Spi t f i r e  esoortwas again picked up at French 
Coast an the way out. A i rc r r f t  No. 41-24514 was h i t  20 n i b s  North of French 
C o a o t  when a lone FJB 190 slipped i n  under the fr iendly f ighter  oover and made 
two at tacks and flames soon enveloped the ship. I t  i s  belieasd t h a t  the  e n t i r e  
o r m  bai lad out, although two (2 )  or three (3) of ths parrohutes may have 
b l m  a shor t  distance from the coast due t o  a heavy head wind; 

A formation of 30 t o  40 enemy A& w*e sighted over Ploarinel 
assem?~ling. They are  not believed t o  have attack, and it is probable that they 
Were vectored t o  Lorient. 



d. Eqdpment Failures.  - 
Thsae were l imited t o  two cases of s t icking microphone b u t t a n ;  '. 

one f a i l u r e  of radio  compass, and three  e r r a t i c  interphones, 

e. Remarks. - 
The broadcasts fromwing were reported t o  have faded r l i t t l e  

while the  formation was near Germany, 

7. Other Equipment Failures.  

Superchargers again were dominant i n  malfunctions, Three propallor 
governors caused trouble and one has been replaced. A few cases of engine 
roughness a t  a l t i t u d e  occured. One cylinder head temperature gage went out, 
One case of oreeping f l aps  was reported, 

8. Ba t t l e  Damage. 

Severe b a t t l e  damage was i n f l i o t e d  upon four (4) of our a i r o r a f t  
and l a s s  severe damage upon two (2 )  others. A Mobile u n i t  w i l l  be necessary 
t o  r epa i r  four  (4) a i r c r a f t ,  one (1) w i l l  be out of commission f o r  three  days, 
and one (1) f o r  twenty-f our hours. For d e t a i l s  see inclosure number 6. 

9. Aircra f t  Dawn away fram base, 

One of our a i r c r a f t  number 42-29795 of the 368th Bombardment Squadron 
(H), Lt. Robinson p i l o t ,  landed sa f e ly  a t  Foulsham a f t e r  a heotio f l i g h t  
across the North Sea. This crew prepared t o  d i t ch  several  times as the  a i r -  
plane suffered severe b a t t l e  darnage. 

10, General Recommendations a=ld Corrective Action Adapted. 

This missicm brought t o  l i g h t  again t he  f a c t  t h a t  the  low group 
suf fe rs .  Our pa r t i cu l a r  group formation and gunnery ware reported exce l len t  
on t h i s  t r i p ,  and y e t  we met with f ie rce ,  determined opposition because of 
our l a w  position, Same so lu t ion  should be devised t o  cope with t h i s  ser ious  
problem. 

Keep the 92nd Group non-operational u n t i l  they l ea rn  t o  f l y  forma- 
t ion.  Four (4) of our planes repor t  u t t e r  confusion exhibited by the  92nd 
when enemy f igh t e r s  beg- t h e i r  at tacks.  

4% U&Q?&./,fi?k 
CLAUDE E. PUTmAM, 75- 

l n c l  1 - Raid Track Chart. Colonel, . Ac, 
I nc l  2 - Formation Diagram. C amanding. 
I n c l  3 - Bombing F l igh t  Record. 
Inc l  4 - Bomb Plo t  Chart. 
I nc l  5 - Abortive A i r c r a f t  Report, 
In01 6 - Battle Damage Report. 
I n c l  7 - Ammunition Expenditure Report. 
I nc l  8 - Engineering Interrogat ion Report. 
l n c l  9 - Armament Report. 



The r e su l t s  at  Rennes provide the  most s u c c e s s 6 1  picture yet  
.eceived i n  t h i s  war of a yard neatly and completely put out of service,  
'he e f fec t  of the  So t t ev i l l e  a t tack is probably hardly l e s s  serious,  

I n  the  k e a  of t h i s  wr i te r ,  who i s  famil iar  with the  railway work- 
.ng a t  a l l  the  yards mentioned i n  this memorandum (with the  exception of 
:osevil le) ,  these attacks w i l l  force t h e  &man High Command t o  rea l ize  for  
,he f i rs t  time the f u l l  e f f ec t  of the power of t he  Allled Air Forces t o  ham- 
i t r ing the  railway network over a wise area, These two-hours' work brought 
;o a complete s top  railway working on the  main l i n e s  of Normandy and Brittany, 
rhich r v i l l  take weeks, if not months, t o  r epa i r  fu l ly .  This fac tor  i s  l i ke ly  
;o a l t e r  t he  whole concept of the krman a b i l i t y  t o  hold t h e  Atlantic Coast 
q a i n s t  an Allied attack,  S i m i h v ,  i t s  success should be f u l l y  understood 
~y those responsible fo r  Allied plans, The lesson t o  be lea rn t  is  t h a t  a 
3kiUhl and heavy attack,  i f  directed t o  the  r i g h t  points, can t i e  up a whole 
:a i lmy system for  days and completely cut off  an area. 

This effect  could not be repeated i n  the  Ruhr, Northern Rhim O r  

3elgian areas,  where a l te rna t ive  routes are  manifold, but i n  France or I t a l y ,  
where t he  milway system is lose dense, i t s  pos s ib i l i t y  has been proved and 
Ls clearly capable of repe t i t ion ,  

By these two at tacks ,  the  U,S, Army A i r  Corps has proved what has 
k e n  maintained as  impractical  by many since 1739. 

A l l  those concerned must exceedingly gra t i f i ed  with the r e s u l t s  
ror the  c red i t  side of the  r e s u l t s  m e  immenge, t he  deb i t  s ide  consist ing only 
>f any a i r c r a f t  losses sustained and casual t ies  t o  the  French c i v i l  p o p ~ h t i o n ,  



. -  - -  
R A I L F A Y  R E S E A R C H  S E R V I C E  

ASSESSMENT. OF EFFECT OF ATTACK 

RENNES CLASSIFICATION YARD 
8.3.43 

AND 

SCCTEVILLE (ROUEN ) CLASSIFICATION YARD 
12.3.43 ------- , 

Th? r?pcr t  i s  p.1-epared i n  response t o  a  s p e c i a l  request .  

Ful!. pi?ctogr~.phj.c ccver has not y e t  b ~ e n  x&eived i n  regar3 t o  t h e  
whole of t h e  :ai!way fzlci lLt ics  a t  Renr~es ( including reccp t icn  t r a z k s  t o  the  
e a s t  of t l ~ e  s o r t i r g  s id ings ,  t h s  locomotive depot and locomotive r e p a i r  
shops, and t h e  junctions a t  the west end of the  s t a t i o n ) .  

Hcliancc i o ,  the re fore ,  l i l reely plnced on: 

C.1 .U .  Report K.l-499 of l4,3,43 
C,I,U. Report F, 328 of 12,3,43 

I n  t h e  case of Rouen ( S o t t e v i l l e ) ,  t h e  cover supplied i s  more 
complete, but,  s imi la r ly ,  re l i ance  i s  placed on: 

C,I.U, Report K,1506 of  U.3.h3 and supplement of 15.3.43 
C.1.U- Roport F. 329 of 16,3,43 

I 

General B a c k o u n d  

Rennes yard i s  the  s t r a t e g i c  key t o  the  whole of t h e  railvray 
network of Bri t taqy,  a s  t r a f f i c  t o  and from S t ,  tq4alo v i a  Dolj Brest ,  Lan- 
nion and S t ,  Brieuc v i a  Lamballej Quirnper, Lorient  and Vnnrlo~ v i a  Redon; ' 

a l l  concentrato a t  Rerulea, which a l ~ o  contains  locomotivo shops f o r  hoavy 
ropa i r s ,  and ropa i r  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  passenger, f r e i g h t  and tank c a r s .  

The only rou tes  by which t r a f f i c  t o  Br i t t any  can seep around 
Ronnos a r e  v j a  Folligny, Dol, Lambslle, p r t l y  s i ~ e l e  t rack ,  and v i a  Nantee, 
Savenay ard Redon, a  ocd double-track l i n e ,  t o  which t h e  key is a t  Tours 
(St. Pierre-de~-Corpsy.  I n  e f f e c t ,  and a s  f a r  a s  information goes, t h e  large 
viaduct  a t  Morlnir was out  of sarvice owing t o  n e r j a l  a t t a c k  a t  the  end of 
Janilnry, and, consequcntly, the  repa i r s  necessi ta ted it,e being out of  uso 
during a  largo part of February and during t h e  f i r s t  few days of hhrch a t  
l e a s t .  The route  v i a  Dol, the re fore ,  w i l l  not then have bccn e f f e c t i v e  f o r  
t r a f f i c  much beyond Plounrot. On tho Redon, Vanncs, Auray, Loricnt l i n e ,  t h e  
c u t t i n g  of the  l i n e  a t  Loricnt on 6.3.43 rendered t h a t  a l t e r n a t i v e  route  out  
of se rv ice  beyond Hcnnebont, 

This dcmonstratos how a t t a c k s ,  which virtually coincide, increaso 
the  e f f e c t  i n  geometric r a t h e r  than a r i thmet ic  progression i n  respec t  of 
dnmago t o  railway f a c i l i t i e s .  

Rouen - S o t t c v i l l e ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  d e t a i l  I n t e r ,  i s  a l s o  complomcntary. 
i n  t h a t  rou t ine  of t r a f f i c  betweon Bri t tany and Ccrmany (nnd tho U.S,S.R,) 
f lov~ing through Rcnnog a l s o  flows, t o  a m t c r i a l  extont ,  through Rouon 
( s o t t c v i l l c ) .  

Attacks on a  smaller sca le  on the locomotivo depots  a t  Amiens 
(~ongueau) ,  Lnon, Tergnier and t h e  c lassFf ica t ion  yards a t  Le Mans cannot 
bo soparatad from t h e  general  p ic tu re .  

CONFIDENTIAL.. 



- -  1 
Except f o r  t h e  ya rds  a t  Le Mans, and Trappos i n t h e  P a r i s  a r e a ,  

Rennes i s  t h e  on ly  o t h e r  ynrd a v a i l a b l e  between P a r i s  and Bres t  (387 
with  i t s  12 rocop t ion  t r a c k s  and 32 s o r t i l q  t r a c k s ,  it can  d c a l w i t h  4,000 
wagono p e r  day, thoueh t h o  avcrneo i n  pc?nco t ime i o  nbout 2,400, It i o  a 
hump ynrd (wi th  ono Ilump), oquippcd with c a r  r o t a r d o r s  of  a d e l i c a t e  des ign .  
Theso r o t a r d o r s  a r e  certainly out  of  s e r v i c e  and cannot bo r c r l n c e d  i n  war- 
time; t h e y  took  two y e a r s  t o - c o n s t r u c t  a rd  i n s t a l l .  A c a r  r e t a r d e r  hump is 
s o  s t e e p  that hard braking i s  probably  out  o f  t h e  quoat ion,  and p r e s e n t  
anseosment of  damage l e a d s  t o  t h e  view t h a t  t h e  yard  cannot  bo opera t ed  even 
on a Umi ted  s c a l e  f o r  many riecks, I n  b r i e f ,  Rcnnee, whcn r epa i r ed ,  can not 
be much more t h a n  a s t o r a g e  yard ,  though somo f l n t  swi t ch ing  might be c a r r i e d  
out .  The cxpodierrt of lorrering t h o  hump cnnnot e n n i l y  be ndoptcd a t  Rotu~es 
an  t h e  hump c o n s i s t n  o f  a c o n c r e t e  br idgo ovor a roadway. 

War t r a f f i c s  handled a t  Rennes inc lude !  

A, D i v i s i o n s 1  movcmcnts botvreen Bri t tarpr  t h e  Eas t e rn  F ron t ,  which 
havo a t t a i n e d  u p  t o  Zl, t r a i n s  per day, ~ a y ,  ono Div i s ion  i n  t h r e e  
days ,  (A t y p i c a l  oxamplo o f  such a movement n a s  "l 'ennisboll",  
comprising 62 t r n i n e  from k i t t n n y  t o  Ccrmnny ( f o r  u;s.s.R.?) 
betwoen 20.10.42 a d  26.10.42); 

B, O i l  a d  ott lcr oupplion f o r  Cornvln rvlvy nlxl U-boato a t  b o o t  a d  
Lor iont ;  

C. Munitions and guns t o  a &  from B r i t t a n y  c o a s t r  

D. Foods tu f f s ,  s u p p l i e s  a r d  s to reo  t o  m v a l  base a t  S t .  Malo and 
Channel I s l a n d s  ; 

E. Cement, barbed wi re ,  hutments and s t o r e s  t o  and from B r i t t a n y  
-coast; 

F. h n k e r  c o a l  f o r  German shipping,  E r e s t ,  Lor i cn t ,  e t c .  1 

C, Troops, guns,  e t c .  t o  and from l a r g c  t r a i n i n g  d e p o t ' a t  h e r ;  

H ,  Luf twaffc  s t o r c s ,  p e t r o l ,  a i r c r a f t  s p a r e  par-tn, bombs, c t c .  t o  
Lannion, , Rcmcs , S t .  Jacqucs a rd  o t h e r  a i r f i c l r l s  

I, Troops,  c t c ,  t o  t r a i n i n g  a r e a  a t  Pont l tAbk bcyolxl Quimpcr. 

Thc d i v i s i o n a l  and o t h e r  t roop  t r a i n s  u s u a l l y  s t o p  a t  Rcnncs 
S t a t i o n  f o r  feeding,  e t c .  

Renncs i t s e l f  is a l n r g o  m i l i t n r y  nnd a i r  basc., and t h e  m i l i t a r y  
pla t form ncnr t h c  yard i s  i n  cons tan t  use.  

A l l  t h c s e  movemonts w i l l  have becn stoppod f o r  some cons ide rab le  
t ime,  arad t h e  locornotivc p o s i t i o n  on t h c  LC Mans - B r i t t a n y  l i n c s  v f i l l  become 
even more s e r i o u s  owing t o  t h c  i m o b i l i z n t i o n  o f  ove r  7 0  locomotives i n  t h e  
Rcnncs a r e a ,  

:.!iot:ipr ma t t e r  o f  no menn importnncc 13 t h o  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  p o i n t s  
and c r o s s i n g s ,  which a r e  i n  u rgen t  donand f o r  Russ i a  nnd which n r c  i n  s h o r t  
~ U P P ~ Y .  

AtnctS.ons of  Roucn ( S o t t e v i l l c )  

S o t t e v i l l e  yard  i s  one o f  v i t a l  s t r n t e g i c  importance t o  t h e  German 
High Commard, s i n c e  it c o n t r o l s  a l l  t r a f f i c  bctneon P a r i s  and t h e  LC H a v e  
nr.cns, a s  w c l l  a s  t r a f f i c  moving bctrlccn t h c  Region k c s t  nnd t h c  .Region Nord 
o f  t h c  Frcnch Railway, 

Thc b r idge  ovcr ' t h e  Soine  a t  t h c  no r th  end of S o t t e v i l l c  y a r d  i s  
t l lc lowcst r n i l  c r o s s i n g  ovc r  t h a t  r i v c r ;  t h e  o n l y  s a t i s f n c t o r y  a l t c r n n t i v o  
r o u t e  f o r  t r a f f i c  bctwoen E r i t t a w  a rd  West Normandy an3 t h e  Nord Rcgion, 
Bcleium, e t c .  i s  t h a t  v i a  bhntes ,  Achcrcs and C r e i l .  



Concentration of r o l l i n g  s tock  a t  S o t t e v i l l e  has been heavy over 
Long periods, averaging about 2,000 wagons. 

I1  

The yard i s  equipped with Fro l ich  type oar  rotardors ,  a8 used a t  
Iamm and Trappes. It  i s  not  c l e a r  from the  photo~raphic  covrr i f  those 
:otardors hnvo bcben ocvoroly damaged; i f  t h a t  thould bo DO,  thoy  can hard ly  
x replaced during the  war. 

The locomotive dopot provides power f o r  a wide area,  1 .e .  P a r i s  t o  
;e Hovre and t o  Laigle and Amiens, I t  has apparent ly been severe ly  dnmaged; 
~ n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  the well-equipped Quatro Mores locomotive r e p a i r  shops have 
?scnped a l l  damage on t h i s  and on e a r l i e r  r a i d s .  They ore  of v i t a l  import- 
moo i n  view of  dnmage a l ready  accomplished a t  Hellemmes, Longucau, Lnon and 
,ther cen te rs  where heavy r e p a i r s  can bo car r ied  out.  

Rouen ( S o t t e v i l l e )  handles t h e  fol lowing t r a f f i c  f o r  t h e  Wehrmacht 
In the  routes  already spsc i f ied :  

A ,  D i v i s i o m l  movements from l lestorn Franco t o  Northcrn France, Eclgium, 
Germany and tho Eastern Front a t  a r a t e  which may a t t a i n  21, t r a i n s  
per day i n  ecrch d i r e c t i o n j  

B. O i l ,  spare p a r t s ,  ammunition, n ines ,  c t c ,  f o r  Brest,  Lorient and 
othcr  Atlant ic  boast naval  basest 

C. Supplies, l ivestock,  s t o r e s  f o r  Wehrmcht i n  Pas-dc-Calais, Nord, 
Belgium, e tc .  j 

D. Pet ro l ,  sparo p a r t s ,  bombs, o tc .  f o r  Luftwnffe i n  Western France1 

E. Engineer's s t o r e s ,  construct ion mate r ie l ,  cemcnt, hutments, e t c .  
from D i c p ~ a  t o  S t ,  Nazaircl 

F. Con1 t r a f f i c  from Northcrn France t o  Normarxly and Brittany. 
. . 

Short-Term Resu l t s  

It i s  not p s s i b l e  t o  c ~ t i r n a t c  t h e  r e s u l t s  with exact i tude,  s ince  
mch w i l l  depend on the  r a p i d i t y  n i t h  which r e p a i r s  n i l 1  be e f fec ted  a t  both 
rards. A t  Rouen, l i t t l e  but the removal of damaged vagons was done during 
;he f i r s t  52 hours a f t e r  the  a t t a c k ,  and a t  Renncs, a i t h  sovcra l  d i r e c t  h i t s  
)n the main l i n e s ,  the  f i l l i n g  of c r n t e r s  nlono w i l l  mrll>irc some days, and 
;hrough running cnnnot bc normal f o r  some weeks. 

Expressed i n  b r i e f ,  the  short-period r e s u l t s  of these  two heavy 
~ n d  most accurate  a t t a c k s  n i l l d i s o r g n n i z e  m i l i t a r y  t r a f f i c  t o  and from 
lestern France f o r  several  weeks, pcrhnps, longer, and w i l l  v i r t u a l l y  cu t  
pff Br i t t any  from the  P a r i s  a rea  except by c i r c u i t o u s  routes .  If any heavy 
l i l i t n r y  moves v:ere i n  progress o r  planned - and t h i s r i Z l  not be known f o r  
iome weeks - they r r i l l  have t o  be ame~ded and b a t t l e  order  adjusted accord- 
.ngly t o  f i t  t h e  nerr s i t u a t i o n .  Serious de lay  t o  the  a r r i v a l  of Divisions 
In t h e  Eastern Front i s  by no mcrns improbable. 

Placing Rcnnes ou t  of service i s o l a t e s  Bri t tany i n  somevrhnt 
i i m i k  manner t o  the e f f e c t  on t h e  New England S t a t e s ,  i f  the New Haven's 
ledar H i l l  yard could tako no t r a f f i c ,  o r  i f  thc  Sout,hern P a c i f i c ' s  Rosevi l lo  
' a c i l i t i e s  were out of use,  and t h e  Ca l i fo rn ian  coas t  a r e a  would theroby be 
a r g e l y  i so la ted .  . 

S o t t e v i l l e  may be compared i n  a scnse t o  the  Potomac ynrd o f  tho 
:ichmond, Frodoricksburg & Potomnc a t  Alcxnndrla, Vn. Effoct of dis loca-  
i o n  \70uld be f e l t  from Ncn York t o  South Caroline an? beyondj s imi la r ly ,  t h e  
motteville pos i t ion  w i l l  be f e l t  a t  l e e s t  a s  far as Ghent a d  Liege. 

(ona-Period Resu l t s  

Crnve a s  t h e  dnmage is  over a s h o r t  period t o  t h e  Axis war e f f o r t ,  
here i s  a f u r t h e r  considerat ion,  
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;c so.,, 

Date _3, 

Plcce where 
I 

Time . t L̂  . Hclght -- 
a .?tcry of tho stt?,ck-- 

~ t t ~ c k c d ;  how close no c,. . : ..+ere ho iyas hit;  
how nruch hc wr s gn.na,.;od; :mi 'now he looked ;;n~: :;: ; .. . oine, x , t q r ,  ) 

. Dian rmdd~~ t t%:  - Gn Dic.+;r;.. - , -- ..-.., ..., 
a, which oi' our A/C ~:,is a~t.?.ci(t;d; 

X o. direction of ./A nttiick; 
A X -. c .  sun position. 

x i. O X  x ;< x -. iin5.i on C W ~ I . . ~  

X :. li , our  !lo .din,? 
x 

.* ,.- 
. A  r\ 

Fro!c high soove-- 
l c w l  

; Our Gun ?ositions Cir iw on KJH. (chock below 
~ n e  ) very lov; 

!files 

1 i ,  If FA mVas Shot Dov:n or U~o;ir;ed: 

Corroborated by 
-position i n  A/C 

Other A/C fir& rtt  the srxe time?- 
) 
i ;. Comments of the interrogator: 

- If !'omat-,n was v e ~ y  difford ' I ' b i  r ;a Interrogtitar e W L  
cnt ' frcfi standtrd, stlow on - 
buck of sheet. h*C ! 

9 

- - , . . . -. ,. .. . I  



Date -7 

Plzce xb :e attscked m- 

The- Hei~ht- + 

.?tory of' t h e  ~ t t ~ c k - -  1- 1 ! 

- 
(Incluae ::bc;ve i / , t  :.tt:-ckcd; hokr close ho c;.?e; brhere hc : r ~ s  h i t ;  
how ~iiuch he v ~ r s  Gn.tl,z:;od; .nu how he looked a d  nctod ,oiw a:i?.-.y.) I 

I .. . . , Cn u ~ i i ~ r ~  . - , 
(1, wtlic!' .?A .:. A/C wbs ::Lt.?.ckc.d; 
o. dirlcc I ; , /h ntt:-lck; 
c, aun pos. &,ion. 

iiata on Co;nb,,t 
.i, cur  helldint; 12n - 
u ,  v i s i b i l i t y  
c 1 

d,  level of at ac : 

i. ,r ~ u n  ,Tositions riring on FJw_.- (chr. c c 
Cne ) 

.iries Rd#D.t O. a 

Fro,% high aoo& 
l eve l  

very lovi 

, . ~f E/A was sttot ~ovm or Ulx~gedt  

Corroborated D 
Position i n  4 
Other A/C firing :it the srsle t h ?  ! 

, Comments of the  interrogritar: 

If f o m t i o n  . :.s vary  differ-. '1- Interrogtitor 
cnt f-an st. nccrd, sriow nn 
b a c k o f .  t ,  e t e  - 08-r~ A d I .  



/ c ~ : o .  2~ The.-J& liclsht 33- 

.?tcry of' t . ' ~  ~ttzck--  CI, 

- .._ 
( I n c l u ~ e  ::hove i~ow L/rr cltticked; ho:; close h3 c., ; urhert. he iv:ls h i t ;  - 
hopi rnuch ho 1":s da~~a~,od;:-nd how he loolced ~ n d  L C L J ~  ,oinp, %r-:p.) 

? Diagram oi ,ct:.~ck: 

, Our Gun 'ositions Firing on ~ J i r ,  

L.n i)i:~:r;tr,, 3hc;) 
n. wtiich of our j,/C 'r!..:~ . ; i tZcksd;  
0 0  dir.cctlon of .i/h 3tt .ck; 
c. sun position.  

Fron, high 

(check 
level- 
below 

Cne ) ~ - 

very lev; 

'oaitions- 

!, . . If FJL was Shot Down or Umgedr , 

Corroborsted by 
Position i n  A/C 

Other A/C f i r i ~  r i t  tho sine time? 
/' 

i. Comments of the interrog-itor: 

If f o m t i o n  WES V C Q ~  di f  for- T i n *  IatemQchtc~ 
cnt froan st:-nctrd, snow on 
,.:ck of sheet. 

* i I 




