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To: C P i n t  b b  %ng, 
. Attention A-2 

! 
1. 20 A/C of 367, 368 and &23 sguadrona took off a t  l245 ta bomb the  &la ! 'P) hriu a t  tt htap. 'fxo returned early* ~ e v e ~ ~ t e e n  were over the  target  
hut one rrsa unable to bomb and jett?.wned later.  Four failed t o  return. I 
14 landed eafalf a t  1658. 

2, b ~ M n g  rrcu p r d w  formtion was under t e r M i c  
attack and it was impossible f o r  lead bombndier t o  synchronize s ight  due to 
d o l e n t  emaive action. 

3, h e  A/C tauned baob a t  U35 wt before reaching W s h  Coast. %Under 

. j 
&ad broko, and supercharger buckets blew off. 

. . 
. . h e  A/C turned back a t  %&bh C-t a t  W8 bssause$hgine rent  out t ... 

and A/C could m t  keep up. 
. . =w 

. k. Successful en- interception just a f t e r  crass in^ - --st, attack continuing over target  and . 
out to Coast where Spit escort took over brunt oP. battle. z/ 

. head on attacks on lead group evidently undsr orders t o  break up httadc 
. at all costs before bombs were anay. Probably m s t  d e t e r h e d  attack 

and hottest f ight  seen by our forces .jn this theatre. Lc3d group reports 
l Q t a 6 0 ~ / A m o s t l y p e l l a s n o s s ~ ~  .- H=190 ' a .  WeclclaimS-2-2-. . . . - -  - 3 - 3 - 1 .  

5. Relatively l i t t l e  flak, but accurate. Flak observed a t  coast, ova. target, 
and on mas t  going out. 

.. 6. Pour of our A/c observed Lq distress  over enemy terr i tory,  all losses 
seeming to be due to  fighters. %e before target, three bet-. 

t a rge t  and coast. 
h e  A/C at 1 5 4  was hi t  by -*st enemy attack ' , cominq over 
&lgian Coast. ?;as obsenred loeing altitude, turning out of formtion and 
hadin3 back for hglarrd. 

A f t e r  t a rge t  a t  15:35, 3 ni les  N-i'f- of Antwerp, m e  */C was seen going d m .  
One ctmte. 
P i r e  miles further, aruther A/C dropped under control r l t h  lf2 and engine 
on f i re .  Pour o r  f i ve  c h t w .  
Betmen hgat and Coast, a fourth A/C In distress. Seven o r  eight chutes. 

7. k e n  of  wr A/C s e r i m d l p  damaged in addition to four lost. 
. . 

8. %r crews fee l  enemy is desperate and tha t  e n q y  proves his desperation 
' by variety and intensi ty of his efforts to-stop accurate bauhing of 

I i 
k e r l c a n  forces. Yellow ;lose 3. y-'a closed t ine  a f t e r  t i ne  i n  head on i 

nose attacks, co&q back h y d i a t e l y  to attack formation i'mm any clirectioa. .. . . ..C. .P. ,.-,.. Att,acked in p u p s  of six or seven, effort  . 
n m e = a k  r of I ~ m a t i o n  l q ~  continuous attack 
by numbers of &/A attackins in rapid succeesfLon fmm every ,mgla. ! 
%ere norr seems t o  be no mestion that  F*  I- il b s i q  used to drop bdmbs -.-- .. - - 
on formtion. Xnny c e n s  report see in^ both bo&s and ~ d o s i o n s .  h e  
bmbadier says h a b s  are carried externally betxeen folded 
h e e l s .  &&her off icer  s tates  hc sax h b  clearly enough 
has fins, . 

. I  .. . .. , 



5 APRIL 1945 111 306TH BCsds 00 (H) - F 
DATE STATION GROUP NO. A N 5  TYPE AIRPLANE MODEL 

1 
CREW CHIEF  OR AERIAL ENGINEER 

a6eTH BOMB SQ (H) 42-24466 
SQUADRON NO. AND TYPE A I R P U N E  SERIAL NO. 



I 6 APRIL 1943 USAAF 111 306TH BQYB GP (B) .. F - 
 OAT^ STATION GROUP NO AND TYPE AIRPLANE MODEL 

CREW CHIEF OR AERIAL ENGINEER 
367TH BOMB SQ (H) 426072 , 

SQUADRON NO. AND TYPE AIRPLANE SERIAL NO. 

U S E  A L W A Y S  E N T E R  DUTY S Y M B O L S .  W H E N  APPLI -  
PERS.  - PRINT PLAINLY - CABLE.  ENTER N-  N I G H T  O R  I - I N S T R U M E N T .  . C L A S S  NAME - RANK - ORGANIZATION ENTER TIME FLOWN THEREUNDER 

FLIGHT DATA 

IND MISSION 

B 1 9 
I 

STA. 111 1 12 66 
---------------1--,------ 
TO: 

I 

COMBAT I 
[ 

I 

D U W  I N O R  I 

2 4 

------ ----- 
MISSION: 

CREATORB, J. 1. T/S& I -- 
MISSION: 

GROSS, J. E,  at. 
I  
I 
I 

D W  ( N O R  I 

5 

I 

I -------------------------------- 

PARHER, W. 8. l e t  Lt .  

THELEI, C. J. l e t  Lt .  
ID. a? 

U M D I H C I  

CLARK, J. S. S/sgt. 

P I -------- 

CP I 

FROM: 
i 
I 1 

I ------------------------- 
TO: 

1 
I 

I I I 
SPADUZZI, P, A, 2nd Lt. 

I i I I 

DUTY I H O R  I DUTY ( N O R  I 

6 17- 

MILBOrn, A. L, 1st Lt. 

3 _ BbEF"I'* I(. Em . MISSION: - - - - - - - - - - 
I 
I 

I 

I 

no. 0 1  
L A I D I I I S L  

DAVIS, S o  Eo S/SR t . 
I 
I 
I 

---------------I --------- 
I I I I I -------------------------------- I 

. . I --- 
MISSION; pi 
FROM: I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I I I I TO: I 

I ---------------- -------- -------- I . . 
I 

- -- - - - - - - - - - - - 
I I I I MISSION: 

-------- 

CHECKED: TOTAL *. A. F. FLIGHT REPORT - OPERATIONS LEGIBLE AND 
FLIGHT 

= O R M  NO. 1 
I 

TENTATIVE-12-18-41 C O R R E C T  
-,%' 

RIDIIORU-PATD.-AYIRICI~ S I L L S  I O O I  C O . . I I C . . n I A : A R ~  r A L ~ s . n . y .  
I 

0 I .  

I ------------------------ 

I 

I 

I 

I 

E l - - - - - - - -  
-- 

I ------------------------ I 

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I 

I 
I 

I I 
I 



I J APRIL 1943 U S W  111 B - 1 7 F  
DATE STATION OROUP NO. AND TYPE AIRPLANE MODEL 

S67TH U H )  1 
CREW CHIEF OR AERIAL ENGINEER SQUADRON NO. AND TYPE AIRPUNE SERIAL NO. 

PERS. 

C L A S S  

1 

U S E  A L W A Y S  ENTER D U T Y  S Y M B O L S .  WHEN APPLI -  - PRINT PLAINLY - CABLE. E N T E R  N- N I G H T  OR I - I N S T R U M E N T .  FLIGHT DATA 
NAME - RANK - ORGANIZATION ENTER TIME FLOWN THEREUNDER 

2 
FROM: 

FISCHJB, C. E. let Lt. STA. 111 12 ' 54 
---------------1--------- 
TO: 

I 
I 

COMBAT I CROUCH, J. 1. 2nd Lt. ----------- 
I MISSION: no. or 

CONSOUGHO, J. E. 1st Lt. 
FROM: 

I 
I MOSES. 1. A. 

I 

2nd Lt. ......................... I 

TO: I I / KUCZYBSKI, 1. R.  - - - - - - - - - - - 

T/SR 

MISSION: 

t. 
FROM: I 

I 
I 

COMPrOE, H. B. 
I 

I : I -- --------,------1--------- 

I I I TO: 
G I I . ............................... I I 

RHODES, W. C . Sgt. I 
---- - - - - - - - - - - - 

MISSION: no. 01 

L A * D l l l 6 ¶  

s/sgt. 
I 

I 
I 

s/s~!$. _--------------J--------- I 
TO: I ' 

I 
I 

FROM: I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I ---------------- 

I I '  
I -  

FLIGHT REPORT - OPERATIONS 

-I-- ---------------- I 

CHECKED: TOTAL 
LEGIBLE AND FLIGHT t 

CORRECT 

......................... 
TO: I 

I 
I 
I 

I ---------------- 

I E D I I O I I - ? A T D . - L Y L I I C A W  S A L t S  BOOK C O . . I U C . . M I A I L R A  T A L L I . R  V .  

-- 
I I MISSION: 

---------------- 



I , 
5 APRIL 1943 USAAF 111 306TH BOMB GP (H) - F 

DATE STAT1 ON GROUP NO AND TYPE AIRPLANE MODEL 

36'fTH BOMB SQ !HI 42-29660 
CREW CHIEF OR AERIAL ENGINEER !5OUADRON NO AND TYPE AIRPLANE SERIAL NO. 

PERS. - PRINT PLAl NLY - 
CLASS NAME - RANK - ORGANIZATION DIRECTED 

LOCALLY 

1 2 3 

l e t  ~ t .  I 

I GATES, R. E. 2nd Lt, 
\ 

- ' I  MILLER, S.  S.  2nd Lt. 

-1 
I =IS. 0.  L. 2nd Lt. I 

BIRD, A. S/S& I 

SMITH. C. 
1 

 at. 

T./SR t . 

ALWAYS ENTER DUTY SYMBOLS. WHEN APPLI- 
CABLE. ENTER N -  NIGHT OR I - INSTRUMENT. FLIGHT DATA 

ENTER T lME FLOWN THEREUNDER 

7 8 

I 

FROM: 
B 1 ! 

I I 
7 FROM: 

-!I-! ---- ---!---- ---- -------- 
I  
I I I :  ' 1 '  ------------------------- I I 

: 

TO: I I -9-1 -------! ---- I---! ---- ---!---- I I 

FROM: 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I ---- ......................... 

I I I TO: I I  
I -------- -------- -------- -------- I I :  ! 

MISSION: no. or 
L A I D I N C S  

I I I 
! 

I I I TO: 
I ---------------- ---------------- I I I I I 

. - - - - - - - - - - 
I I I MISSION: 

LLWDIWCS 

I I 
WAR DEPARTMENT CHECKED: 
A A F. FLIGHT REPORT - OPERATIONS LEGIBLE AND O P ~ .  TIME ENTERED CREW 

TOTAL FLIGHT FLIGHT 
FORM NO. 1 
TENTATIVE-12-16-41 CORRECT CLERK ON FORM I A  CHIEF 

- 
l C D l F O l l l - P A T D  - A I L R I C A I  SALES 8 0 0 .  C O . . I H  B I A 5 A l A  FALLS l V .  





WAR DEPARTMENT 
Air Corm 

Form NO. 21 A 
LOG SHEET-NAVIGATOR 

Revbed Mnrch 9.1939 

DEPARtURE BASE D E S T I N A T I O N 0  

DATE 5 APRJJ, lg4X PILOT 1 J n . r .  a& 
AIRPLANE TYPE AND NO. R- 1 717 NAVIGATORCAPT. R. J. SAUTRNTK 

MISSION CCFIIBAT RNGTUELSHOPS 
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s t d G  on tail, yollm scallops on leadinc edge of v h g s ,  and silver, bldck, and 
blue fuse1ago.s. Some e/a Rere observed t o  have s m o  gonerd  c o l o r i n ~ s  as 
Spitf i res ,  . Tho 9lst  Group reports tha t  F? 190s dropped bombs on the formation 
and groups O f  tho 2nd m i n ~  ropart that 5 norial  minas mere dropped from e/a 
across thc path of the  formation and exploded quit0 f a r  out in frontof it n i t h  
heavy blaclc bursts. 

I I 

PERSONlrEL CASUAL+IES ; A l l  ca8u;lltios marc in the  1st Ring and consist  of 2 
' ser iously wounded, 1 s l i g h t l y  vounded, and 40 missing. 5-8 chutos nere observed 
from the B-17 tha t  vent domz mar Lohmn,  ,13017 chutos s l i w l y  north of the  
t m ~ e t ,  and U chutes from ths s/o d m  near Roosendaal, 

EQU&~IENT CASUALTIES Lo& : 4 B 17s t;aro lost. 1 of those m s  h i t  Ghnt  m.3. 
ncnt down a t  Lolccron, 2 vent d m  ai$ghtly N, of tho tar@ , and the 4th vent 
down mar Rooscndad,. 8 

Batt lc  D m ~ a  : ' Category A 10. B-17s and 1 D-24.Catogory AC, - 
2 B-17s. . - 

FLAK: Slight  h t c c u r a t c  f l d c  ails oncomtorcd at Ostend, m c s ,  Ghcnt, Antnerp - 
and Schouncn Island, Bursts varo black rrith onc rcport  of s n a l l  nhitc p u f f s ' a t  
Ghcnt, 2 Groups rcportcd lurp black burst a t  Ghont, Ostcnd and Ant~erp  nhich 
may, havc h e n  from bombs droppcd by e/a. Om Group rcportcd a sinelc  l m g c  
burst halftrzy ..Wross tho Chruvlol but noi thcr  surfaco vcsscls nor  a/c could bo 
soen. t 

FIGHTER SUPPORT: A t o t a l  of 13 squadrons of Sp i t f j r c s  coopcratcd in t h i s  
mission, 2 squadrons providing covor on each of tho two diversionary mccpb, 
5 . - p w l & ~ .  c c - .  bof oro the attack, and 4 providing d t h d r a m l  cmcr. 

/ 
ROUTE& . ls t  Fing: Bnscs t o  Dun~cncss, t o  5 0 ~ 3 5 ~ ~ - 0 1 ~ 5 f ~ ,  tu rn  r igh t  and r c t u n  - 
t o  Dungcncss, t o  North Forcland, t o  a point 5 ST;! of'Ustcnd, t o  I .P .  at' 
Lokci-eii, ts tcrgot;  ' Z i  1 ~ f t  t o  Kzenszt-c~;lrt ti; 5 ti, S af C ~ a t  Schrc~~?~l? t o  a'jjt 
N-03°20'E t o  H,?rdnick t o  b s c s ,  

2nd Wing: Bascs t o  North Forcland, t o  51°151~-02005f~, turn l e f t  t o  RO 

2 5 f ~ 1 0 2 % 5 1 ~ ,  t o  North Foreland, fo l lon  lef V3ng t o  tnrpt and thonco to- Sa055 
PT-03O20'E, t o  Hamrlch, t o  bases. 

TEATHER: A t  thc  takc-off thcrc nas no l m  or  mcdiun cloud, but thcrc nas 1/l0- 
6/10?. a t  24-25,000 ft., and v i s i b i l i t y  of 6-12 mi, En routc t o  tho tar@ 
t h e m  vcrc only t racos of low cloud n i t h  6/10 - 8 b 0  c i m w  abovo tho a/c and , 
v i s i b i l i t y  of 30,-40 m i ,  in al ight  hazo, A t  tho tar c t  thcrc  nas no lon  o r  ncd- 
iun cloud but thcrc ms 6/104/10 cirrua abovc our aye, Contrails worn m d o  at an 
e s t h t c d  30000 ft,,  by fighters. Conditions on thc  roturn t r i p  m r c  similar 
'oxccpt thnt  at bascs thcro w a s  2/10-6/10 cloud at  3000-6000 ft., 4/l0-6/10 high 
cirrus n i t h  6-12 n i l c s  v i s ib i l i ty .  

/ 

O ~ I L T I O N S ' :  ' A snako scrccn, m s  sccn at  Brugcs, A s ~ u r c h l i ~ h t  battory m s  
obscrvcd a t  Schourron, und an m o n o  2 ni. N, of F'urncs, A l m g c  cmouflagcd 
building nas rcportcd a t  S ln t  Niklms, Thcro wcra 60-70 balloons at  Ostcnd. 
shippinE obscrvcd inclkdcs 7 ships. in t he  hurbor at C a l a i s ,  2 Iragc ships in  
DunIdFk Harbor md, I I m p  vcsscl heading 5 ni, off Dunld.rk, 2 ttlnkcrs near -!;ha 
Bclgian coast hoadlng fop thc  cnnnl t o  ~ o t t o r d m ,  3-6 ships in  Oostcr Schcldc, 
.ad 20-30 s d l  boats ln thc nock 6f Honto (Goskr  Schcld~),. Ona crorr s3rt nn 
o / .  that rcsenblod out P47.. , I 



, * 

. SORTIE: ~/383 

Scale: 1/9,400 ( ~ ~ ~ ~ 3 6 " )  

LOCALITY: ANTOVERP/I;IORSTEL. 

The khole of the ERLA lorks,  the S JA'. Photo. PRODUITS GEVAISRT and the 
d i s t r i c t  of.lAORSTEL a r e  covered on pr in ts  of excellent scale  and qual i ty ,  
Detailed assessment of damage t o  'the ElUA works i s  mads d i f f i c u l t  however 
by smoke from f i r e s  still burning. 

1 . .  

PERIOD UImR FRVIEE 

No vev iads  report  on damage ' to these targets  6as been iasued. 
~ h e s e  photographs were taken a f t e r  the daylight a t tack by the U.S .A .A .F 
on 5.4.43. by 64 B.17fs and 18 B 241s. . .. ._- - - 
DETAILS OF DAMACE 

Numbers i n  brackets refer  t o  annotations on the d is t r ibuted  p r in t  5051, 
neg No.21238. _ -- 

' r  
--- EXLA AIRCM1;T AND AERO-ENGINE RFPAIR WORKS. - - -  _--- - 

The A i r c r a f t  Assembly Shop (3001 x 3801) has been p a r t i a l l  
destroyed and is s t i l l  on f i r e .  5051 - (lrf 

The A i r c r d t  Dismantling and Wing Repairs Shop (5001 x 1 2 5 1 )  
has been severely damaged by several  d i r ec t  h i t s  and the N.E. end 
is. s t i l l  on f i r e .  5051 - (2)  , 

S .A, PHOTO mQLIUITS GEVAL'RT - 
3'buildinga adjacent t o  each other ( t o t a l  area 375' x 1301) 

have been ser iously damaged and are  s t i l l  seen t o  be burning. 
5051 .- (3) . 

FORT 10.4. (probably Hutted camp). 

1 building 2201 par t i a l ly  destroyed by d i r e c t  h i t  on S.R. end. 
, 4 other buildings damaged by b l a s t ,  

5051 - (4) 

RESIDENTIAL AM3 COIT,.ERCIAL 

N.X. o f  the  ERLA Vorks 8-10 houses are oecn t o  be s t i l l  on 
fire. 5051 - (5) 

Approx. 50 houses and small bui ldhgs 'a re  seen t o  be destroyed 
. 

or  severely damaged throughout the district E. and.N.E.,of the ERLA 
Works. 505i - (6) 

A t  l e a s t  4 d i r ec t  h i t s  are seen on the railway l ine.  



I 
1 

09962-a. ~'VN 3/V (R) *bs *qma *wLgC UOJP~~S - 



Squadron 367th. Bomb. Ss. (u) 

Total  time f o r  complete miss ion  5t00 Date A P ~  5,  1 9 4 3  

- .  - 
9 . w Cavta.in R. G e c o m t s , .  IuZ J1 ~/sgt. , 

I 

CP, ' Casa~. U.J. ? s t ,  Lt. G. W,  P.D. . &t. 

, B. , Dextarr J.lt lrt. Lt. G, B-m. JIR s/Set. 

' l..ISSION LOADING LIST 

I Tots! 'imc for  complete mission Date April 5 s  1943.  . 

I .  p. Fiaobar, C.E. 1 st. Lt .  R, Eastham,. F, L. ~/3gt, 
4 

. , 7 H. cap=-* J c . ~  l s t *  Lt .  Ga -8, W.C. sit+! 5. 
C * , 

B . ' Yoabfi we& I . 2nd, Lt. G* W a r ,  N e b  
* - \. Wst.  

? * .  , . 
E. d&&ifi w.& Vs~t.  ' G4. ~an~ex-8, Lee. gset. 

c': 
f , r t ~ G r n ~ ~  
I .-4 . 
!, 

- 

t 

f 



_367th* B a b e  Sq. (H) A/c Number 42-54-07 

l'ot?t time for comple te  missien 4:30 -. .. - - - Date April 5, 1963 

P .  Harvood, C.J. $at. Lt. R . R o b e l ,  R.G. T/S& 
\ 

CP. Clymer, G F, ad, Lt.  G .  Collatte, J.E. S/Sgt, 

N. Wbltaman, WOK 2nd. Lt .  C, Buohanan, W.S. 
7 

q s g t *  

qsgt .  C ' Collins, C. c. S/Sgt. B. Zabawa, LJ* 

E. Enloe, L.J. T / s ~ ~ .  G , Eriakan, ' R E  YSBL 
c f 
it 

' I.ISSION LOADING LIST 

Tota l  tine f o r  co~zplete  miss3l.n Date April 5 ,  j943 .,., L 

F. Parker,,w& 18tL,dLt. R, Gross, J. Ee T / S ~  t . - 
CP . Thelen, C, J, . la*. L t . -  G. C M ,  J.S. S/Sgt* 

N. Spadueei, P. A, 2nd. Lt .  G. Haeft, R.E. S/Sgte 

Be Milbourn, L L. l e t .  L t .  C , Davis, S.E, - *gt. 

E, Crcatora, J.M. ~ / ~ g t .  G O'Brlen, LH, S / ~ g t *  

X- MISSING m m O N  
/- \ 

~ 1 )  



i.IS$ION U)LJ)ING LIST 

A/C Nurnber h2-29658 . 

C 

T o t a l  time f o r  co1r;plate d s s i c n  _IrfiO-- n o t e a i l  5. 191+3 , ,' 

5 , < I  '. , '4 

1SCSSION LDADIEG LIST 

Squadron 368th 

T o t a l  time f a r  complete missimn -.. - L t b O  

. . - , , ,  - , .  - I 
. m - 1  ,;., A). :j 

- - \  ' . .  .1,-::qp:\ 

p a  lat Lt. Jankowsld, T e A e  3. T/s&, Benigno, B.J. ~ ' , .. ,,,.* 
\ 

..:..' _ .  ! 
\ ' 1 ;  

cp, let Lt. Schefl, T.H. - G. s/s&. Bell, C.R. I /  
I - I 

B. 2nd Lt, Brown, J e A e  C. s/s@.' McDonnaU, T.P. I 
: -7 



. 'P'P CfJdTTITW '@S/S '9 

' . . . 
I, \ 

I 

I I 

, . 
I 

/ . (: i 

'H'B 'lXW '%%'/(t '3 . . 

*a*r ;mqwaq$ put *q 
; 



Squadron 368th A/C Number ~ 2 - 2 J ~ h g 8 ,  

To ta l  time f o r  complete missi~n 5:00 Date April 5, 1943 

E.ISSION LOADING LIST 

Squadron 368th A / C  Wunbl::-- - ,- umr ;  - 
Total t i n e  f o r  co:nplcte d s s i c n  ; -q 

I 

I 

--  . C 
. - . - - -  - . '. j . % .  - - .-.- .-. . .:., . , . l  ; ':.' .: 1 . , 

I 
, ;<; * ,:( .. , 

P e -  Ist Lt. Seelos, R.W. H. ~ / 3 g t .  Keskey, H,He . . . . . ;.I .I 

. 

cp. 2nd it. Kramarinko, A. -- G ,  ~ / s e e  MPgOe, R e  
. . 

, : I N. 2nd Lt. Murray, J e E .  C. s/sgte Baker, WOEe - ' " I 
' 1 

I 'C i 

B e  2nd Lt, Saundera, Hewe G ,  s/sgte Hampton, F A  I 



MISSION LOADING LIST ' 

Squadron 423rd Bomb Sq (H) 

T Apri l  5, 1943 ' I 

T o t d  time for complete mission 4 145 .. .. 

- . . . . .  ,.> : . . .  
1 I .  

, . 
. .: . . . .. , <. 

capt. ;. ; ! . , :.:.:t':' . . . p; ' .  .Cheek, R. J. : ' .I o Wallace, 8. w e  sgt,. - - . . .  .,. 
. 5 .. . . . , . I ,_  . , . . <  ..,: j ; . . . . - ' >  . ) , . . ' . , . '  . , . . . I , . . . , . . ,  

: ' c p ,  ' Caooedy, 1. P. ' 2nd Lt. G .  Bie1ona.W. J. S A ,  . . 
. /  I 

1. 
. . 

: , . .  . . . . 
, i' . 



Squadron 4 a r d  Bomb S9 (H) A / C  IJunber 42-29477 

Tota l  time f o r  coi:;plc.te rnissicn 4 : 4 5 -  Date Apr i l  6, 1943 

p, Hopkina, J. E. l e t  Lt. I3 b .aligsa 

CP. PipP8 ** a 1st Lt. G I  Z a b a p , E A , , .  &&.- , 

N. F l m a r ,  t. J. 2nd Lt. G. Luadc, P. TI 8 / s p t .  
I 

B ~ a r m e r ,  R. C. ~ n d  ~rt. - C. Gray, U. J, !&L- 
I3 . Rogers, E, C. T / B ~ ~ .  C. Babba, J. L. S n t ,  

: '1S;ION Lr!.231!'1.: LIST -.-. ----- .v 

Squadron 423rd Bomb 6 q A ~ )  - 
Total  time f o r  complete r d s s i o n  4:QO Date Apr i l  6, 1945 

P. Johnaon, L, P. 1st  Lt. R .  Bean, H. R .  T-B ~t . 
CP. MaCalltm, R, 2nd Lt ,  G.  Hobbs, J. M. S / S R ~ .  

N. pol ioor ,  E. J. 1st L t .  G. Smith, R. J. s/s&. 
5. Drew, L. E, l a t  L t .  G. Bukacek, J. s/SKt, 

E. Fahrenhold,  v. W. s G .  Gibson, R. 6.  6 / 6 p t .  



Squadron 423rd 'Emb Sq (H) - A/C ; . m b e L  26180 
Total time f o r  eo~nplete i,ds;icn 4 r4O Date A p r i l  6, 1943 

/ 

P. Lambe*, Jo L, Major 

CP. George, We Jr, 1st  Lt, 
- Re* - (2, MoClam, (t. . J. B/SR~.  * 

N.  Blmons A. V. . 2nd it, ' G. Bevan; Dm J. s/s&, 
B. Ford, Ee ?. 1 s t  Lt,. G. Dyakovioh, W. J, B d .  

E. UaoOr%gor. lV, A. T/s&. 
G .  Lamb, 0. J* 

I , . 
. s/snt. 

i,.I5S.1CN MAQINC LIST 

- 
Squadron- . 423rd Bomb Sq (H) , 

A/C Iiunber _ . 42-6720 i 

Total time for co!tplote missicn 4 $36 Date April 5, 1943 

I 

- .  
CP. hith, B, A *  2nd L t ,  , G; Fetkiu, P. 8/8gt'. ' , ' 

' I  

, , N .  Cheney, J .  8. 1 s t  Lt ,  G ,  Nelson, M. E, 6Lsgt, I 

'i 

5 I E. Sheffield, C, A. T/Sgt .  I G* ~ t r o m , ~ .  P* 8/sgt, 4 
1 J . , 1 

m i g h t ,  J. B e '  Major 1 

d 





.. . 
INTERHOGATION FORh 

SQIJADFO* 367 368 369 4.2;. A/C Number 56 0 Let ter  . . Da&e 

Bomb load 6/r(QV8 H.E. Incend* Posit ion i n  Formation . . 
A 

Time Took Off /+#( Time knciedJ6/ 5 X X X X 
X X X X X 

HOT NE:r'JS t p  be phoned i n ?  Yes No X 
Details : X X 

X X 
C m :  ~ i v e  @nJ and I n i t i a l s  

Friendly A/C i n  any kind of d i s t r ess?  
(Give position, time, a l t i tude ,  f u l l  

CO-P 

. ,Number of BOM8S dropped on target :  Jet t isoned:  ~ e t u r n e d : 6  

Observed RE5ULTS OF B W I I J G :   o or this plane o r  o thers)  

Own Bombs: 

Other Bombing: 

. Any PHOTOGRAPHS taken! Yes? No? 

. GRO'JlW TktGETS nTThCK3D BY GUNFIRE AND RESsULTs: 

ROUTE (1f ( Lfferent than ordered) (1f - 7 - 
turn;  reason f o r  returning early 

.. % . 
:_'+THZR: ( I f  it affect,.:d mission) 

FLAK: Encountered on way out,, o:f t ~ r g e t  and on way home. -- 
-. -. 

Time Place Height Qrpe -(1.. ;,;.., Color Locat ion A ~ ~ i i w ! a n ~ r  



INTERHOGAT ION FORivl .. . . 

SQU,$YN 361, -368 ;69..@, n/C Number 12 Y' h t t e . r  . . 

Bomb Load H.E. Incendk Posi  . '-. P'ormation - 
Time Landed . X,. T*..Tpo.k . . .Off  . . -i . .X 

X ' 'X . . X X /, HOT h i z  t o  Be phoned i n ?  Yes No X A X X 
Dc.tai1- - X X X X X 

.- 
. .  . ,. , . .  . - .  A- , ,. . X 

. .  . .  
Frieniily A/C i n  any kind of d i s t r e s s ?  

. . ... 

CO-P 
. . 

Nav . 
I Bomb. 

- -  I 
--C-- 

___.. -- - --- 
2, TARGET ATTACKED : 

Radio 

' Alternate  Height: 

Last Resort Heading: 
( c i r c l e )  

Duration.Bomb Run: 

. . 4, .Observed RE&LTs OF 

. . 

. ..- 

J . , .. . 

k;.. I.EAI%ER: (If it a f fec t ed  mission) 

FLAK: Encountered on way out ,  a t  t a r g e t  and on way horne. f - 



aamoq LWM uo pue qa2-3 30, '%no Le~l uo peJ03W1031q :I'J . 



P @ O  ,ifi ~ a b  . . .  

. . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . .  
. . . . .  lY 
- .  

. . . . . .  . ... . . . .  - .  . . . . . .  ..-.- 

. . .  - 
C L A Z g S  - - 

. . .  . . . .  
DSTfi3Y3D ' 

P H O B ~ ~ L Y '  f l  
. ., 

DM-CSD 
........ ......- -.. 

s e , ~ r  .;l&-L ri~:L Tor . . . . each claim. -- - 
. u. FIGKTER SUPPORT & kC 

.- 
&.. 

12. ~~.?IJJ.-T,I.?~~~: Give T?d, PLACE, WIGHT (List ar; o ia  .rv:tions of nilitaw 
im;.trt~.~ : -! such as balloons, decoy::. ,-t- .. - .-:s, camouflage, s,uoke screens, ene! 
si&?mlc.  : -;ctivity at airdromes, pork - . . . % :  i -ways, roads, railroad !yoz.ds ; cc 

- .  . . . .  .. , . 
i: . I!:ZIDS~J?~ TO !TL ', ;, ,I &1 (.? - C . - L  c~f our" A/C .&, state  "rhsthcr 'by A.A.; 

~ ~ c ' i ' ~ ~ ~ u ~ ~ i ~  or G:.';:: . - . ? . j  :ed Cause) 



INTERROGATION FOREP 

SQUnDRON 367 368 369 @ yC Number f l f  Y t t e r  

~omb ~oad- , .6  X ( h* H .E. Incendr Posit ion i n  Formation 
X 

Tinie Took Off />qr Time Lunded / y / r  X X X w' 
x X X X X 

, HOT NZ'iS te be phoned in?  Yes No X .X X 
Details : X X X 

'a 
X X 

X X 
CREPir Give and I n i t i a l 6  

Friendly n / C  i n  any kind of d i s t r e s s?  . .  . 

(Give position, time, a l t i tude ,  f u l l  Qrt/?r CL%< i i i o t  
d e t a i l s )  , rn,..m19 C0-P 

.... . . . .. .. . Nav . 
\T.S /xiif,+> Bomb. 

<; ' 
# , .- . 

TARGET ATTACKED : 
-> ( J  . Radio 

/ Ball  T. 
l i l te rnate  Height: 9 36~r Cj 

R. !!.aist 

. . 
Duraticn Bomb Run: / J o o J c  . cL . . r ~ .  1wl- - Tai lG .  

. Number of . . dropped on target:& Je -t lsoi; *d* Returned: hbortive: 
IC-r?? sll<:ptJ, 

Observed RESULTS OF BOi5IHG: (For t h i s  pl;.;.? o r  others)  

/ p,::i, ,. ... - 1 1  t , l T  
Other W i n g :  (A, 

C J  . 
. . 

L. 

, ~ n y  PHOTOGRAPHS takent Yes? 6;) 
CROUI?D THiiGETS ATTACKZD BY GUNFIRE AND RESULTS: ' /  

, ROUTE (1f d i f f e ren t  than ordered) ( I f  H130RTIV.E give time, place, height of 

REATHER: ( I f  it affected'  mission) <) , IC 

FLAK: Zncountered on way out ,  a t  ta rget  and on way home. -- 
Tirne Place Height Type !I.ight, color -- ~ ~ c u r a c y  

of hnavy). intense, of . ? re- 
A/C moderate or  Burste : >, A/C 

. r obsematiom about Flak: C/ 4.~3- 



. . ...... 
/m '. ,c/dl/qiG, j,,t.,x{, , . . . .  > & ~ f  ._. 

(Estimated total  number of E/A seen) ...... 

rl 

(OW defensive action) 

. . 

. . 
. . 

each t : .,.c: , . -.- - 
11. FIGHTEi, ,- ,-?PORT - ,& Ab9 ,tCC .< 

. .  

12, ORSEHVHTIONS~ Give T W ,  PL,.:'., t..;ICHT (Lip.  .. any observations of military 
import~nze such as ballo:n:., -'*.cr?; 9, d d e s ,  ccm~ouflage, snioko screens, ens  
signals; activity at  a i l r ,  c.. :)i.;-+,a, water-ways, roads, railroad yards; coi 
centerations of  vehicles, t r ~  - . . .  vessula; landmarks, new enemy Installatio:::. 

1. . . . . . .  
' 17. . . 

. '  : ( ~ n y  unusi!al incidents? liny sug= : L ' ; . ,<: I 

... 



fl Y'"3i7 i.3 e.73 , 
*s enq jo uoy?ysocisyp pue 'LTJW~' 8uyumle~ ~oj uosoaJ !urn? 

jo $qFTe! 6:owTd 'anr~? KIE~TEF 31) (P~J~PJO uw~ ~U~J~JJTP 31) EXE 



, .  - .. - 
(Co3 ,., markings, e t c ,  of E/n) 

1 ,A& , . - ...- 
(Our defensive action,) 

E L A I k S  
D L s - f i O r c S  - 
PROBnBLY 

DAblACRD . : 
( F:. i 1 CU% .a.~fi~!:j;t+ tf 
sepxate  ~;I .H& Fa& for 
cash claim. --. . 

-A 

12. EE~JVATIOWS: Give Tf.33, PhCE, MIGHT (List  any- observation8 of militarjr 
impo?t.nn:e such as bnlloans, decoys, dumdes, can:o~-Pl-,~e; smoke screens, enel 
signals; act iv i ty  a t  airdromes, ports, water-ways. L . railroad yards; c o ~  
centzations of vehicl3s, troops, vessals; lendpac . . - memy installationr.  

/ . . 

17. .:CFZ"' ....---.------ COi-C8fiTC: . (AI-:r unusual incic'znts? A n y  suggestions?) 



lN'L&&;tUCirL'LlUN FVii.b'i 

8 * &Yw> @ - S ~ U A ? ~ N  367 ~d 369 @ A/C Number Let ter  

Bob  a d  6 Incc..d. Position In  Formation 

Time .Took 0ffRQ'- T h e  Ianded /(jla 
x . .. 

. . X 
X X 

x x  Q 
X X X 

HOT NEItIS t o  be phoned in? Yes No 
- ~ e t a i ' l e  r 

. . 
Friendly A/C i n  any kind of d i s t r e s s  
( ~ i v e  position, time, a l t i tude,  f u l l  
de ta i l s )  

v 

TARGET ATTACKED: 

Primary Time : 

Last Resort Heading;( 
( c i r c l e )  

3 , s a t i o n  Bomb Run: 
. . .  

R. k a i s t  , ,  

-- 

/ -4 Returned: ' ~ b o r t i v e :  N d e r  of BOMBS dropped an tar& -L 7 
Observed RESULTS OF BOLBIIJG 

Own Bombs: .. . . 

0 

. g, T ~ G ~ R :  (I 1 it a f s e g t p  mission) 
CCjTTY,. 

1 m: ~ n c o u n t e r e d  on way out, a t  target  at-.- cn vray hame. 

Time- Place Height ?S;pe ( l i%ht ,  Color Location Accuracy 
heavy), j.ntense, of Bursts i n  re- ;: moderate or Bursts l a t i o n  t o  A/C . , 

. s l i ~ h t .  1 

Crew observations about Flak: .. .. 



. . . . I. ' .... .- 
(Location: ori;i sc-ql th  o~ Tim . 

. . . . . .  

(Tac t ics  of E/iQ 

(Color, markin&,- st& ,of E/H) 
. , 

. , 

>. : . , . . . . . . .  - ....... . ., . I  . _ . ,  . . -  . 

(%Our defensive. a c t i on ) . -  - -  DZSTHOI . - 

I .31 out +md&:tgl~ . 
/ su?arate CLKIk:FO& f o r  

t -  .- . . ( . .  

. . .  
, . . . . . .  .,. . . .  . , .  7 .  . . . .  

...  
8 ' ,  

. ,  
, . .' 

11. FIGHTER SUPPORT -...- - 

12. OBSEHVATIONS: Give T W ,  PLCE, HEIGHT ( L i s t  aw observetione' if militar;,  
importance such a s  bolloons, decoys, d d e s ,  caxuouflage, smoke screens,  emu, 
s i gna l s ;  a c t i v i t y  a t  airdromes, por t s ,  w a t e r - w ~ s ,  roads; rail'road!#adaJ;.'cd; " '  

cent ra t ions  of  vehicles ,  troops, ,vessels ;  landslarks, new ?p~,qy .install,ati~+.,i 
a . . . . . . .  .... : . .  , _. _.. , - .... __. .?. . .,.....I.... 

'< . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  I .  ' . .:.; - .. L'. . . .  . . . .  . ., , . . :  , *i .  -... . . . . .  ,; , ; . . ,  . . I 

13, INCIDS~JTS' TO. .~RINIDLY .A&:.'. {~fdbne ,of 6~;. A/c lost, atate d1tli8i- by A'A;. , 
Action, Accident o r  Undatermined Cause) 

... .- . . . ,  . . '  . . -  
lk. I!JJLTF,IEs TO CPZ:: ( ~ i v e  name, pos i t i on  i n  A/C, type of injury,- how , 

. . .  ... . . .  
-...... 

. . . .  

15 ... 
$5. DhLACTS ;T@;$]d': 

' 

, 2 

. . . . . . . .  , , , ._.., .. - . 
, ..--. __. _ . .-. . ... . 

7 9 '  ! N T :  ( ~ n ~  unusual incidenys ? :.::, suggestions?), , ,- , -.,-,.-, 
.......... . . .  _ -.... - . -  - ...-.,. . .  . . . . . . . . _  



. - ,,[ A / C  N k k e ~ 3  9 l a t t e r  h b b 2  
. . .  . 

T h e - T m - o f i - ~ ,  qf Z e  ~ s n i e d  / j  n. a. 8"x '  " x . . . . . .  x . , . . .  

x X X 
1 .  HOT NTiS t; be phoned in?  Yea No 

, Detail . 

. . .. ClrISVjr j l v  and I n i t i a l s  . . 

Bomb 6 

Last Resort Heading: 7 
(c i rc le )  

: Duration ~omb ~ u n :  /r 
Tai l  G. 

1 

3. Number of BOMBS dropped on terget r  b ' ~e t t i soned :  , t ., i :  libortive: 

h i s  plane o r  others) 
' , . I . _  . .. . . .. . , . . 

. .. . 

. .  . . . 
Other h h i n g :  

. . 
S . my PHOTOCRAPW taken, ye.? @ 
(, GROUND TARGETS A'R'ACKM BY GUlFIK: ANG RESULTS: 

7. ( I f  d i f ferent  than ordered) ( I f  ABORTIVE give t h e ,  place, height of 

#, CEATHER: ( I f  it affected miasion) 
C 

9. MI Encountered on way out, a t  target  and on any home. 
. .  . . 

Time Place Height Qpe  ( l ight ,  Color Location Accuracy 
of h o a q ) ,  intense, Of Bursts i n  re- 

A/C moderate o r  Burst8 l a t i o n  t o  A/C 



(Color; niarfi-tc; of E / x )  
h 

. -- 
.. a . . . . . .  . . . . . .  q : .  

12. OBSERVATIONS: Give T m ,  ;'L..,:T:, MIGHT ( L i s t  any observatSone of  d l i t a r y  
knportance such a s  balloons, Jtrcoys, d d e s ,  ctuuouflage, smoke sc reens ,  e7: 
s i g n a l s ;  a c t i v i t y  a t  airdromes, p o r t s ,  water-waya, r o a d s , : . r d l r o a d . y a r d s ;  G - 
c e n t r a t i o n s  of veh ic les ,  t roops,  vesse l s ;  landmarks, new e n & . ~ m h l $ ~ t i o n r  

. . . .  ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  ..........* I . - --- 

. .  . . . .  I 
. -  . . . . . . . .  Dm(;=- - .- . . . .  1 i 5 1 1  V L  ; ! 2  , ! I' +,sll - -- . . . . . ,  . . . . . . .  

I 
:.~e,>arate . L u L .  .P&. f o r  

8 .  
. ' . . . . . .  . .  , . '. 

. . . .  , j . " , .  ',; .I .. , .. ' 
I . . . . . . . . .  

U. INCIDYIJTS: TO. F ~ ~ I R ~ ~ D L Y  :A&: .,bf om. qf.  our   lost, st, state::wbbth6F hy LA., 
fl A c t ~ c r g c z d e n t  o r  Und?termined Cause) 

. J 

-... -.... 
U+. IW;!I;,IES TO CPX:: (Give - 0 ,  p c s i t i o n  i n  A/C, typ&'.of inj&y, 'how ' ',i,h-..- 

received,  PLHCE and m. ) 

11. FICHTB SUPPORT 

. - 

.......... . . . .  . . . - .  . - . .  .,- -... .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  . 
17. Cm!' CC: &NTS : (& unusdnl inc idan ts  ? ',.::;. s u g q s t i ~ n s ? )  

..... . . .  ......-..- . . . . . . . .  : .......-.... . . . . . . . . . . . - . .  .., .-,.,. 

. . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - --., .-... . . . .  _ ...-.......... - .  . 
t '  . 

. . . .  . . .  ..-.. S: 2 OFFICER 1. . - .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  TII;E ;Q:JJLETE~. . . --- -----..-. 



. 
INTERKOCHTION PO* 

Date sSPpt94 3 
Bomb 1oa4& X/& ~ . ~ . y ~ n c e n d i  Position i n  Formation 

T h e  ~ e o k  Off (%a T h e  Landed /)/ 3 a - X- & - : X  .I 
x X X X . HOT h i i s  t o  be phoned in?  Yes No. ' X X X X 

DetaiLs: 
. . . .  X X "  X X X 

X X 

CKEL,: Give Rank and I n i t i a l s  
Friendly A/C i n  any kind of d i s t  :us? 
(Give position, time, a l t i tude,  Cull . Pilot  
de ta i l s )  

co-P 

Nav ; 

M. A' .6. 

. . 
TARGET ATTACKED: 

Radio 

L/ 
Primary Time : f 7' Top T i  

ruternate r eight: 2 @ 
R. !.aist Last Resort Heading: 

( c i r c l e )  L. :.aist 
Duraticn Bomb P n .  

, a - ( . +  Tai l  G. 

. IIumber of ' :. BS dropped on target:  b ~ :  At?.-< dd: Returned: hbortive: 
.. . ' . Observed RESULTS OF tlO&.BIIW: (For t h i s  .1; .:- or others) 

Own Bombs: 

. ~ n y  PHOTOGFWHS taken, Yes? 

. GROL1D TdtGETS nTThCED BY GUIJFIRE AND RESULTS! 

. - ROUTE ( I f  d i f ferent  than ordered) ( I f  ri3ORTIVE give time, placa, height of 
turn; reason fo r  returning early,  and disposit ion of bafibs.) 

m w 
LEATHER: ( I f  i t  affected mission) 

F'LnK: Encountered on way out, a t  target  and on way horne, -- -- - - .  - - .  
Tirne Place Height Typo !l.iyht, Color Accuracy 

of ho3vy): intense, of . n re- 
A/C  no-ierato o r  Bursts : , A/C 

I:.# ~bse rva t ions  abc., - Flak: ---.. 



1U.. fiNa*.I FltiHl'riK . n 

(Estimated t o t a l  nmber. of.  E!A seen) 

- - - ---. ....- - -- 
(Tactics of El:: .. . 

-- - -- --- - . .  u 
4 A  'h%m &u. 4& 

(Color, mnrkinjjs, e tc .  of E/A) ;r 
led. 

(Ouk defensive action) 

I 

IiZSTiiOrn 

PHOI3itBLY 

DW-GW- - - - - . - -.-- 
(F'i.11 * . . . ' .it$Ly* 
se.~zrc r3iL f o r  
cis? r .  -- - 

. -  -- . . 

12. ~ B ~ ~ ~ i T I O N S :  13i.f- T.W, PLCE, t..IGH'I' (Lis t  any observations of mi l i t a ry  , 

5-nportan-e such a. ~ a l l o z n s ,  dl " 3 :  ;,, d d e s ,  cmouflage, a~uoke screens, ene, ': 
signals;  , ,activity LL airGr:x:a : r t s ,  water-. crys, roads, ra i l road yards; ccl 
centzations of vehicles, tri.~::, v.?ssuls; laririmarks, new evmy i n s t a l l a t i o m ;  . . . - 

13. $~JC_I?&iJTSZ~BI!~~+J-~ -A:;: (11 one of our A/C Lo&, s t a t e  whether by A.H., 
E/A Acti3r1, !:c.c~.dant .?:- U;;daterai ned 'Cause) 

. :\. 

U. I!i4k!irq TO ?:.TI. (32;e m , a ,  p:x:i.ticn i n  A/C, type of injwj, how 

/-- 
--... -., re-slvad; -1LS and m.) 

1.5. 
' 1 ! (BY!, E.E?;J 1 . @  "bu.@& I 

16. TECH:~ICA:J~~TJ~~~~>, . ,  ... . . . - 
1' ._-... . 

1 C :  ( m y  unusual incid&iis? Any sum, 
... . .  

,., . 
. .... 

. .. )? ).& CO..PUTED . ' ,.. . . , 



I I ; T ~ . ! L ~  ,GAI ION FO& : '6' 
. . - 

SQUADRON 367 966 ! 369 r / C  Number 1 Lmtt6r 

Bomb h a d &  )c I ~ Q o  H.E. Incend; Posit ion i n  Formation 

""f' X 
~ & e  Took o f f  IY T h  landed 4 O= X X X x . .  

X X X 
, HOT EZiS  t o  be phoned in% Yes No .. - . X X X 

Details :. ---. X X X 

3'4 &,,+- &-Q X 
0 Cm: Give and I n i t i a l s  

- 

6. ""/- . TARGET ATTACKED: 

, l-ternate Height: 6 0 8  0 

Last Resort Heading: l o o  
( c i r c l e )  

Duraticn Bomb Run: - - .- 

R. y..aist@J 

.V*nrC L. :.aist % 
Tai l  G. < 

!lumber of B0UB.S dropped on target :  Jettisoned: Returned: kbortive: 

Observed RESULTS OF BWIHG: (For t h i s  plane o r  others)  . . :  . , . 
Own Bombs: 

....... 

. . .  
...... 

Other W i n g :  
C - 

I .  

, *ro. PHO&GFWHS ta*enr @ NO? (c' / 7 - 
, GROUND TxiiCETS ATTACKXI BY GUlJFIRE AND RESULTS; 

-- . . * - - . .- - 
Tiroe Place Height Typt ..:,. Coior Location Accuracy 

of hca-4.-' '.. mso, of Bursts i n  re- 
A/C moderate. 3:. Bursts l a t i o n  t o  A/C 

. . . .  Crew observations about Flak: 



.. . . . . . - .- 
I 
I 

(Color, mnrkiny ,,., etc , .  sf E/w) 
. .. . 

(Our defensive action) I 
..._ _... .-. .. 

PROB.d3LY 
..' 

0W.CRD 
( P i 1  1 cut ,Q~p??,;;lts b. __ .. . . -- 

__- -- sa..xrala ~ ; J A I L ~  FOX* fo r  
--. each claim, --. . 

-_I-----_ 

11. FIGHTER SUPPOHT 

12. OBSEHVnTIONS: Give T.fiE, PLACE, MIGHT (Lls t  an; . .tione of mi l i tary  
inportnn:e such a s  balloons, decoys, d d e s ,  c ru i .~~  , .; ,:~~oke screens, enc 
si,!nn!.:.; 2:; "v i ty  a t  airdromes, ports, water-ways. r o - ~ ,  ra i l road yards; co 
cer ' :*at1 -;is o f  vehicles, troops, v- .. . l r  : I nndmarks, new oq~my i n s t a l l a t ions ,  

J.5. 
15. @Q.GS TI) 3 .  - 
16. TECHNICA!:L,~T~.~J!S> : 

, . .  .. . - 
-. .- . 

17. ~P~~~&iY~~?': 46 unusual incidents? .,iny 

----- 
. . 



- -- :~qd ' oqw woT3wtuesqo re. 1 

--- - --- --- - -- - - - - - . -- 

--- -; 
-m 'qqzrIs 

D/V : . - s3srn~ JO oqe:apour ~/v 
-8~0: " 30 'esuequy -'(d~eaq 30 

Lowrnoov .. - - ... , . .. I JOT03 "WSrtj ad& ~@VH e3wTd emg& 

*eumq rC8~ uo puo qeFl.xw3 30, #%no Lwn uo pe.xequnoaq :re 

(*sqmoq 30 uoyqyoodsyp puw #~me myurnqe.x idj - !urn% 
so ~p~eq: '03w~d 'eq% er@ TITHF 31) (P~J~PJO u=q:q ~U~J~JJTP JI) EiE ' 



- 
. . 

.- . . .  

--- - - 

PROBABLY' 0 
D W . G R D  
( F!J 1 cut .&IL~$,~LI~.{ 9. 
seprata CJJLJL PJicS, for 
each claim,' . . 

6 

d 11. FIGHTER SUPPORT & I '  ' 

12. ~SElJV_~?_I.(K;: Give T%Z, PLACE, HEIGHT (List ar.;. ot* . r v ~ t i o ~  .of 'military 
imc.-rt ., 3 such as balloons, decoy;:. ;*I- .. :.:Y, cluuouflage, arnoke screens, enet 
sicndLc. : 'rctivity at airdrmes, port -. .: -. - 1. -ways, roads, railroad yards; co. 

1 .  1i;CIDIIJTS TO FRC ' Y&T. ('' ":.? of our A/C !.&, state whether by 'A.A., a Xt'i'3'1:ACCiiL;,~ or L'r.k: i : . : l a  i :od Cause) 

---.. .. . ..- ". ! 

2-.- 

! 

. . .  . / 

' ! 
I d-  &a'. &9 

i 

... L 

* .. .- ._ 
I.. . . . , , 

-. - - ..._ . TLE COL. --. 
! .. .. . -. .... , 



. ( * :qvnq -r: -+;- pus '&.me Buyurnqe~ JVJ .- fumq - . ...... 
$0 ?PTerl ooel 

. :SL?I~W ~~ar mano xa (1s313~ux ~~IIH.L mom ;4) 

. . n. . ' @ &aeX SUeW SHmlld. hV *$ . 

' sTWT?TuI Puw =- BAT9 .:.- . - . . 
. . 

X X . 
x x x x x : yr=+ea 

X X X ON sex ~uy peuoyd eq 07 sm &OH .... 'X x. . 
X x *'P.puSl ewim.T.?o xobi -' 

Y 



.... * .. 

. . 
' ( ~ s t t  .ated. t o t a l  number. o f .  E/A.'c 3. .; j-' 

- 

" &'a --&z&" 
(Color, mnrkings, . e tc ,  of ,E/A) 

I r U G E L  
. . . .  . . . . . . .  , .31 out . & m r P _ d & i r  

sdjar.a-Le C i a &  FFXi f o r  
z $ h  claalm. ' 

b-. .-- - 
11, FIGHTER SUPPORT - .. . . 

1 

12.. OBSERVATIONSr Give T M ,  PLW, HEIGHT (Lis t  any observatio& of d t a r r  
import3nce such as  balloons, decoys, d d e s ,  ctuuouflage, moke screens, en; 
s i g m l s ;  ac t iv i ty  a t  airdromes, ports, water-ways, roads, ra i l road yards; cc 

. . . . .  
. . 

13. INCIDZIJIS TO FRIENDLY A/$: ( I f  one:.pf ouf ,A& I.&,, q t ~ ( t e  rhether by A.H., 
Action, Accident D r  ~ r d s t e r ~ d n e d  Cause) 

14.. EYE3 TO CFE:r (Give dne, posjt icn i n  ~/'c;.trype of injury,.how, : :  
reca h e d ,  F I  and 222.) . 

. . 
. . . . . I . .  .' . . . . .  

15.. 

.._.._ _.._^.. .. .*.__ .......... * ....-. .. -.... . . . . . . . .  . - .  
17. CR!P1' ?OI-MENTS: ( ~ n y  inusual incidents? :,Fly su&estions?) 

# 

T - L E .  COhPEETED- 



*evmq hm uo puw les~wl qw '?no XWM uo peJelunooq :am 
'4 (u0rs.r~ PlowJ- Ir 31)  EKE 

. . 

(*EqtWq 30 UOT3T60dETP PUB 'RJR~ ?:1lJn.)eJ JOJ - !UJll.) ... 
30 ?q?Teg 'now~d 'em~3 erg ZAILtlOW 31) (PeZaPJo UWl WeJeJJTP SI) ' 

... 
: s~v33ea 

:.m sex tuy peuoqd eq oq ~m LOH ! 



1U, EmY FItiHTl3JJPPOSITION: - -~ 
. - ."'I 

! t.., / 

Estimated M$.a.k'number of E/A seen) ‘(Types) 
! 

.&*lt. 6 *k I .  I u. 
i (.Location and length of f ight)  - 

, . 

. . . .  . . . . -.- 
(Our defensive action) 

DW.GED 
(Ffi 1 out' .&r~z?j&~t$w. 
s e ~ r a t e  GUL F ~ W  -I fo r  

. . 11, FIGHTER SUPPORT .. 
. 

! 
12. OBSEHVxTIONS: Give T%E, PUCE, HEIGHT (List  an. i - . - I ,tiom' ' of '  d l i t a r y  

importance such as balloons, docoys, dumaiee, cam.. , ., smoke screens, enel 
signale; ac t iv i ty  a t  airdromes, ports, water-ways, r , railroad yards; cc 
centzations of vehicles, troope, vessol,~;  landmarla, .:.VI enmy ins ta l la t ions  

1.3. np$wn~-v~~girn&,y~~~. (rf OW c4- . -  a, s t a t e  whether 'IY A.A., 
A Ac.cion, Acci.ds~lt or  :;:I' ~ter,llb:~e..: ' . J ' 

... -. . . . .  --*--...-.. 
2.. IN.JUP..IES TO CPE:: .,Si\-e 1~3.,210 !. . i t ion i n  4/". , type. of injury,  how --.I /-: rese!.\li;..: -.--. " I , . L . . <  . and XIl l .  ,I 

! 5 .  



. . . . 
WTERHOGATION FORba 

' 423 ' " A/C ~kb.r~-&(-&tter  

Pos i t ion  i n  Formation 
X 

Time Took Off ymb '~ime Landed 
x L '  

X X X . :IOT !Eta3 t o  be phoned in?  Yes No X X X X 
Deta i l s  : . . X .i . . X X X 

# " X X 
CFfElLj: Give and I n i t i a l s  

Friendly A/C i n  any kind of d i s t r e s s ?  
(Give posi t ion,  time, a l t i t u d e ,  f u l l  # a  P. P ~ ~ X ~ Y  Filot 
d e t a i l s )  

J - A ~ - / ? A L  CO-P 

d.nuh , . r i  t-f r Nav. 
pllss 

, TARGET ATTACKED: 

c I J # L / ; Z / - I ; ~ ~  a a l l  T. 

G. HA? MU. t . a i s t  

. 'r.aist 
Duraticn Bomb Run: e' " 

Ta i l  C. 

Observed RESULTS OF B 0 i . E :  (For t h i r  ,1:...? o r  o the r s )  . .. .. 
:.vn EIOO~S : & 

. .  , 

. . . ... 
Other Llombing: && , . . 

, Any PHOTOGRAPHS taken; Yes? No? 

, CROUIJD TxIiCETS iimhcm BY ClJJFIHE 

ROUTE ( I f  d i f f e r e n t  than  ordered)  ( I f  A3ORTIVE give time, placo, he igh t  o f  - 
tu rn ;  reason f o r  r e t u rn ing  ea r l y ,  and d i spos i t i on  of  bol~bs.) 

.. . 
YTATHER: ( I f  it a f f ec t ed  mission) 

FLAK: Encountered on way out, a t  t a r g e t  and on way h(.:..-. - 
Tirne Place Height T r p o  ( l i g h t ,  color- ' ~ c c u r a c y  

of heavy). in tense ,  of -.. re- 
A/C moderate o r  bu r s t s  !.a*..:..] t a  A/C 

s l i g h t .  

Lrtw observat ions about Flak: --,-,.- 



. -  - ~ . .- . . ..~. - . . - . . - . . -, . 
C " 

I LO. Em.Y FIGHTYR GPEQ$ITIGN: . . .. . - . .  
'- d -d i 

. c $ < o t a l  number of.iT.L 3een) (Types) , I I 

PROBABLY ) 

. . 

11. FIGHTER SUPPORT - . . .  

k7L A&-- .- 

12. OBSEHVATIONS: Give T.ZId3, PUCE, HEIGHT (List  aq . .tione o f '  military 
importance such as balloons, decoys, d u d e s ,  CNUL . . ,  smoke screens, en. 
sir:?nl.a; act iv i ty  a t  airdromes, ports, water-ways. . L  .. . , railroad yards; co 
cell t.rtr~ior.s of  vehicles, troops, vess(?ls; lnndmar'ls, nGw e n q  instal lat ions .  

m- ' .  . . . . 

. * 
13, JIzIlj, . # ~ j ~ j g . ~ , ~ ~ ' p . ~ . , x  f: . 'If .oils I>!. . r .. r'!: lost, statg  whether . ~ y  A.A., 

~/;i Action, Accict~ ::i. or i:: j-;:.a:r.~b. ' . 

-- .. f 4 ~ k e  v - />sc / t  . - .-.. r - /j)p . .. . $3 .... . 
reqc'.... . . . I.,, .-. : <  and m.) 

. .-.. 

. .. . .. . . . 
Tm COLPLET~ . .-.---- , - 



-- ----- - . * .!~;c; - . :D/V GJ, syv:pJa 

..-.- (* - ' , , ., - 8: :w~ 'p:>.:;a;e~ 
-- moq '&~~fur jo edLq '3;" .:'1 . .'. :.~sod 'em er.~~)) 

. . -..--.- .- 

. (esnw3 peup.ra;epf!n JO 
. -- '*we~ ~q ~eq~eqt; . . *.SOT 3/v  no lo .euo 11) 



INThAulOG~TIOIf FORh 

. ' .  !3QlJ*DRON 361 6 3'69 -423. 4 0  timber L$ 43 h t t e i  . L/ Qib8+3 6E@ Incencl* Bomb Load Pos i t ion  i n  Formation 
X 

Time. ~ o o k  'of f/d qp ~ i m e  Landed /, 7 0 s  . X x , x... . X 
X X x , .x: ' . x #  /, HOT EVS t o  be phoned i n ?  Yes No X x 8 X 

. . Deta i l s  : X X X X X . . .  , . . . . . . .  . . . ,  X . .. X 

CF03l4: Give Rank and I n i t i a l s  
Friendly x/C i n  any kind of d i s t r e s s ?  ,.... 

(Give posi t ion,  time, a l t i t u d e ,  full r / ~  k ? ~  /n/ L . ~ , e ~ i l o t .  . . 

' fl& s~.?d!  Nav. A i  .- .. 

....- .....- / &,d. - ---. J.A . &'../&t@domk 

Ra;.,o @'Y) T h e :  /5&9 & L I Top T. 

l i l t e rna te  Height: a m  
Last Resort Heading: fd 
' ( c i r c l e )  
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96 Souvenirs 

I minee si le general n'ktait pas arrive A propos pour m'in- 
troduire dans son bureau. I1 fut parfaitement fair-play. 

b- I1 m'expliqua qu'un avion avait 8t4 envoy6 la veille de 

I l'oi6ration pour reconnaitre les lieux et que par suite d'une 
erreur 1'Bquipage avait emport6 en vol les documents 
ayant trait au bombardement du lendemain. 

A ce moment, les flyings forteresses avaient un angle mort 
que les Allemands connaissaient qui fut corrige plus tard. 
L'avion de reconnaissance fut abattu, les Allemands 
(npour - - laquelle -- ce - raid 
fut aussi meurtrier. 

Le general me pria de dire au Premier ministre qu'il 
T B .  J e  me rappe 

teurs, officier ( 

Bruxelles, le c 
Allemands en f 
ii Saint-Gilles. 
lui passa une lil 
charrette A foin 

Lorsqu'il arr 

I 

I 

I 

regrettait que l'on ait ornis de l'informer. A l'avenir il 
veillerait personnellement i ce qu'il en soit ainsi. 

Cet engagement fut scrupuleusement respect& 
Lorsqu'il y eut par la suite des raids sur la Belgique, non 

seulement je pus mettre le Premier ministre au courant, 
mais j'avais la possibilitC d'assister au briefing au depart 
des aviateurs et A leur retour. 

I 

I 

i 

dBrer qu'il est n 

avait 4tk avant 
me trouver pou 
- Avez-vou 
- I la6tkfu  
- Eh bien, 

ici. 11 est dbten 
avez communic 
que c'est un fa 

J'6taia present au depart d'un raid effect.uk par des B26 I appartenant A des unites sudistes. Lorsque ceux qui 

I rentrerent toucherent le tarmac, chacun des avions hissa 
un petit drapeau confedbrk. Ces hommes Btaient cepen- 
dant de bons patriotes americains. 1 

I 

nouvelles de Ca 
e t  qui, lui auss 

RBponse : u 
vu ramener le 
&tat epouvantt 
il devait &re fu  



Resume of Pw 190 Operatione on 5. April 1943 

- A t t n :  A Rely 

Operation Ramrod No 52 (part 11), flown by 104 Fortresses and Liberators of 

US V I I I  Bomber Command covered by nine aquadrone of RAF S p i t f i r e  Mk IlCfightere, 

i n  the afternoon of 5 A p r i l  1943 againet the &la GmbH a i r c r a f t  repai r  sub- 

li aidiuary at Mortael, near Antwerp, wae heavily engaged by Focke-Wulf Fw 190s 

drawn from I/JG 2, II/JG 1, Geschwaderetab JC 26, II/JG 26 and parts of 

III/JG 26. Luftwaffe personnel caaualtiee amounted t o  the following: Hauptmann 

Fri tz  Geisshardt (R.K:EZ) of Stab III/JG 26 mortally wounded i n  combat (FW 1goA-4 

Werk Nummer 7051 coded PJ,L,- with 6% damage i n  a crashlanding near Ghent at 
15.15 hours CET) , and Leutnant Johannea Wiethoff of ~ . / J G  2 wounded in the 

head i n  combat w i t h  Spi t f i res  north of Haamstede ( ~ w  190A-4, WNr 5679 w i t h  

9 6  damage in crash near  ste end) . In addition two other Fw 190As were written- 
off in landings (damage rated i n  excess of m), and three were damaged in 
varying deg~eee. O f  the four B-178 l o s t ,  one was claimed by Major Joeef 

h i l l e r  of ~tab/JG 26 at 15.12 hours CGP when 20 km west of Oatend (his 84th 

k i l l )  ; another by Hptm Yilhelm-Ferdinand Galland of II/JG 26 at  15.25 when 

south of Antwerp; another by Oblt Otto Stammberger of ~ . / J G  26 north of 

Antwerp at 15.40; and a fourth by Oberfeldwebel Adolf Clunz a lso  of 4.Staffel 

north of the Scheldt at 15.38 CET, RAF fighter cover'was res t r i c t ed  t o  the 

west of Saa van Ghent. 

politiek. Hij was 
een van dc bczielcnde figuren van 
de moeilijke beginjaren van de 
Boechoutse VU-afdeling en zit 
reeds 15 jaar als mandatans op de 
polit;-kc bankcn in Boechout. Hij 
wet, .adslid in 1972, eerstc sche- 
pen m 1977 me( als mandaten 
sport, kultuur en leefmilieu. Na de 
gemeenteraadsverkiezingcn van 
oktober 1982 blecf hij eerste sche- 
pen. Hij bchield sport cn kultuur . 
maar het schepenambt van Icefmi- 
lieu werd vervangen door dat van , 

schcpen van r de planning M. Fred 
Entbrouxk is kandidaat politieke- 
en .wide wetenschappen en 

I werkzaam ds industriecl vertegen- ' 
woordigcr vmr sen verpabngsf,r- Fred Entbrouxk, I5 jaar op de politkke banken en .nu de 
ma. Ercd is cen smrticve kerel. nieuwe bfrrgemester van Boechout. 

uoechout enonn vcel bljgelcerd 
an heel wat ervoring opgcdaan Op 
alle vlakken van dc gemenulijlie 
politiek, r vcrvolgt Fred die wrder 
stelt dat hij & dossiers van open- 
bare werken volgde, heel wat 
voorbercidingen trof op andcre 
vlakken en wcrktc in @ qktorcn 
die hem van ambtswcgcn wcrdcn 
toebedeeld. De  nieuwt Bocchout- 
se burgemeester Fred Entbrouxk - 
een vlotte en welbcspraakt ver- 
schijning - stclt verdcr dat hij 
allergisch is voor prestigieuze pro- 
jrktcn die dc gemecnshap ved 
geld kosten. Fred Entbrourk die 
in Boechout-Vremde ecn populai- 
re figuur is. wordt tijdens de a- 
staandc parlementsvcrkiuingcn 
op 13 oktober. lijstduwer op  de 
provinciale lijstcn van de  W. 

L 

' Speuren naar detail van bornbardement op Mortsel I 
Ecn 1 e ~ r  u i i  Momel doct een bcroep o p  bet geheugen van m g  van velc getuigen vennosdelijk tcrech~ op  dc binncnkocr van 

oudcrcn, mcer bepaald mensen die het grote bornbardement op ecn fabrick in het havcngebicd. Hij wcrd knjgsgevulgeol g d t  

Mortsel op 5 april 1943 meemaakten. De h. A. Rely zou nunclijt en n a u  venchillende p l a a ~ n  in hct Antwerpr  g e t r a s p n e r d .  

graag mcer aan dc wect komen over Joseph Consolmagno, desti~ds Op  de vmr  hfortwl zo rampuhge dag b m e n  mecrdcrc lcden van 

luitenant navigator bij de  Amerikamse luchtmacht. Joseph C o w ~ d r J 4 m e r 1 k m ~  luc~ht-r~ndom-~t_w~~~~~c.r.ec_ht. De h. A. 
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19 Januery 1986 

Sir. Rely A. 
Hof van Riethlaan 88 
2510 Mortsel 
Belgium: 

Dear S i r  : 

I n  reference  t o  your recent  letter,  conerning t h e  mission 5 Apr i l  43, let 's  f i r s t  
set t h e  cockpit s t r a i g h t :  Major James W. Wilson wae t h e  p i l o t ;  Capt. John C. Regan 
was t h e  co-pilot ;  Brig. Gen. Frank Armstrong was an observer,  and d e s p i t e  what h i s  
c i t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Distinguished Service Cross may s t a t e ,  he d id  n e t  have t h e  con t ro l s  
a t  any time during t h e  mission. Wilson and Regan never l e f t  t h e i r  seats. 

Alexander Kramarinko died 26 May 1981 i n  Wisconsin. I eaw him twice during t h e  l a s t  
couple of years  of h i s  l i f e ,  and he  appeared t o  be i n  good hea l th  on those  occasions/ 
However, I suspect  t h a t  h i s  experiences as an evadee and as a pr isoner  of war took 
t h e i r  t o l l  on him physical ly.  I do not be l i eve  t h a t  Kramrinko was ever shot  i n  h i s  
experiences. When he was awakened by the  Gestapo j u s t  over t h e  Spanilah border, a gun 
w a s  pointed a t  him, but  he was not  shot .  

A s  t o  t h e  p i c t u r e  of page 95, t h e  men on t h e  l e f t  were not  crew members, and t h e  th ree  
gunners t o  t h e  r i g h t  were with t h e  lead crew on 27 Januery but  not  on 5 Apri l .  The 
remainder of t h e  lead  crew f o r  the  5 Apri l  mission were: Wilbur F. Hoffmann, John 
Crowther, radio  and engineer, repaet ive ly ;  C a r l  L. Pugh, b a l l  t u r r e t t ;  Roy BUlanche, 
r i g h t  whist gunner; August J. Retcofsky, l e f t  waist  gunner; and August J. Krajcik,  
t a l l  gunner. Retcofsky was k i l l e d  21 May 43 on a mission. I bel ieve  a l l  o the r  m y  have 
completed tours.  They were b a s i c a l l y  the  e n l i s t e d  crew of Capt. Regan. LaBlanche was 
a newcomer, only having been with the  group th ree  weeks a t  t h e  time of t h i s  m i s s  6n. 
Krajcik i s  the  only one wi th  whom w e  have any contac t  a t  t h i s  tine. 

I a m  including a quick sketch of t h e  formation as shown on t h e  f i g h t e r  contac t  cha r t  
f o r  t h e  mission, which appears somewhat d i f f e r e n t  from yours. 

I w i l l  have a copy made of t h e  p i c t u r e  you reuqested and send it  along shor t ly .  

Sincerely yours, 

Russel l  A. Strong 
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Dear S i r ,  

I t ake  t he  l i b e r t y  of adress ing  you t h i s  l e t t e r , a s k  

r some informat ion  which is  ind ispensab le  f o r  me. 

m compiling t h e  s t o r y  of MORTSEL during W.W.2.I have s t a r t e d  my r e s e a r c h  s 

a r s  back and most important sources  concerning Mortsel  on Apr i l  5 t h  1943 z 

ge r  Freemans books about t h e  8 t h  A.A,F and e s p e c i a l l y  llMesserschmitt a t  Wa: 

mand van 1shoven.The l a s t  book I ' v e  read  is your " F i r s t  over Germanyn,a mo, 

l u a b l e  a s s e t  f o r  my research .  

cording r ecen t  informat ion I was g iven , i t  seems t h e  bombsight of t h e  leadb  

d  no t  func t ion  proper ly  caus ing  a  de lay  of 4  t o  6  seconds i n  t h e  dropping 1 

mbs.1 wonder i f  t h i s  can be confirmell w i th  your he lp  by Mister Frank Yauss 

s t h e  leadbornbardier,or any o the r  crewmember. 

your l ist  of 306th personnel  I read Armstrong F r a n k ( ~ e c e a a e d ) . ~ s  i t  possil 

g ive  t he  year  of his pasdag away anii c i rcumstances  such a s  iigemckness I 

c i d e n t  ? 

y e t  another b o o k , t i t l e d  llSouvenirs de Paix e t  de GuerreW,being t h e  memoir1 

ron  Kronacker who was Belgiums M i l i t a r y  Attach6 i n  London dur ing  t h e  warye, 

ad t he  Germans were informed about t h e  raid.What do you th ink  about t h i s  s 

c losed  y o u t l l  f i n d  photocopies ex t r ac t ed  from h i s  memoires concerning t h e  ' 

i d  on ERLAworks a t  ~ o r t s e l ( ~ i e u x - ~ i e u ) .  

i n g  ex-navigatkr wi th  t h e  306th B.G. I suspec t  you a r e  wel l  placed t o  c o l l ,  

p o r t a n t  events  of Apr i l  5th. '43. 

wish p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  po in t  ou t  I was very de l igh ted  w i th  your book and sha 

n s ide r  myself pe r sona l ly  indebted t o  you f o r  any f u r t h e r  in format ion  you rn 

l e  t o  give me. 

With kind r e g a r d s , I  remain,dear S i r  

S ince re ly  yours ,  

M r .  RELY A. 
Hof van Rie th l aan  88 
251 0 Mor tsel-Belgium- 



14ister Joseph  Consolmagno 

P.O. BOX 283 

Englewood,Florida 33533 
U.S.A 

Dear ) l i s t e r  Consolmagno, 

Enclosed y o u ' l l  f i n d  a summary of Luf twaf fe  l o s s e s  

dur ing  t h e  a i r b a t t l e  over  Belgium on Apr i l  5 t h  1943. 

You' l l  f i n d  a l s o  copy of an  a r t i c l e  puSlished i n  a wellknown Antwerp newspaperi 

p r i n t ed  on my request.t"iccording t o  wi t l lesses  you dropped i n t o  t h e  middle of t h e  

CGSKZRILL Shipbui ld ing  Yards s i t u a t e d  i.. t Hoboken nearby t h e  S c h e l d e r i v e r ,  South- 

west  of Antwerp. 

One of t h e  managers was a  F r i s i a n  (~u tc ! lnan)  c a l l e d  Snethlage-He was t h e  man 

W#Q cor;lmunicated w i th  you i n  Eng l i sh  2nd w a s  t h e r e f o r e  a r r e s t e d  and i n t e r r o g a -  

t ed  by the  Geraans..4fter t h e  war he  re tu rned  t o  h i s  n a t i v e  Holland and I'm s t i l l  

t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t  v i a  o t h e r  w i tne s se s  i f  t he  man i s  s t i l l  alive.Another mana- 

ge r  was B e l g i a n , c a l l e d  K i s t e r  Bosschaert .This p o s s i b l y  was t h e  man speak ing  

French ( ~ t e s - v o u s  b l e s s 6  ? ) I  don t  understand. why he o r  Sne th l age  asked you i n  

German "Englander ? "  i n s t e a d  of say ing  ".":re you Engl i s l~" .  

> . i ean~l~hi le , I  ~ x o c e e d  w i th  my s e a r c h  t o  t rack  d.own the  s t o r y . I t ' s  no ea sy  job and 

i t  r e a l l y  is a p i t y  ! : is t-er  Crouch i s  not co-operatin,s.Re s e n t  me one l e t t e r  t o  

t e l l  me he has  a  l o t  of i n t e r e s t i n g  i n k r m a t i o n , a n d  t h a t  was it. 

I keep you informed i f  new f a c t s  t u r n  up. 

Can you t e l l  rfle why your s h i p  was callc(?.  ' Z ' i l  Abner" and where t h e  name comes 

from.Do you reneniber how nar_y miss ions  :':is a i r c r a f t  was on be fo re  i t  c rashed  

i n t o  Eelgiur:~ ? 

Chnnces a r e  t h a t  t h e  youne teenr,,re g i r l  a r r e s t e d  w i th  Alex I{ramarinl:o wr,s RndrGe 

De Jongh of t he  famous Comet l i n e - T h i s  escape l i n e  guided more than  800 A l l i e d  

airisen t o  England.She was made n r i sone r  by t h e  Germans i n  t h e  beginnine; of 1943 

wi th  . two.. . American a i rmenoshe survived t h e  war because t h e  Gestapo never  ]:new 

how impor tan t  t h a t  young g i r l  r e a l l y  wns. 

Yqurs s i n c e r e l y ,  

RELY A. 
Hof van .R ie th lnan  %? 



31 Yay 1983 

Dear S i r  : 

I n  answer t o  your l e t t e r  of 14 May, perhaps t h e  b e s t  I can do f o r  you is  t o  
send you a copy of t h e  te le typed mission r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  day. Note t h a t  t h e  
bombardier was unable t o  synchronize on t h e  t a r g e t  because of v i o l e n t  eva- 
s i v e  ac t ion .  

The f i g h t e r  a t t a c k s  w e r e  headon and p e r s i s t e n t .  Remember a l s o  t h a t  t h e  
navigator  i n  t h e  lead  s h i p  was h i t  by fragments from 20 mm cannon s h e l l s  and 
c r i t i ~ a l l y  wounded. This  could not  have helped but  d i s t r a c t  t h e  bombardier. 
Yaussi was usua l ly  a b l e  t o  ignore  what was going on around him, but  I t h i n k  
t h a t  t h i s  mission m y  have been d f f f e r e n t .  

Gen. Armstrong went t o  t h e  nose of t h e  plane and took c a r e  of Capt. S a l i t -  
rn ik ,  but  t h e  b v i g a t o r  died about 10  days l a t e r  from gangrene. Gen. Arm- 
s t rong d ied  20 August 1969. I be l i eve  t h a t  he d ied  of n a t u r a l  causea. 

A s  t o  t h e  remark t h a t  t h e  Germans knew about t h e  r a i d  before  hand, I j u s t  
don' t  be l i eve  t h a t  was t r u e .  There were f r equen t ly  rumors of such comunica-  
t i ona ,  but  they are gene ra l lv  proven t o  be f a l s e .  The Germans may have made 
a good guess as t o  t h e  genera l  area of the  mission,  and t h a t  is  a l l  they  
needed t o  do. Their  r ada r  defense became q u i t e  soph i s t i ca t ed ,  and on these  
s h o r t s r a i d s  over t h e  coas t  they were a b l e  t o  defend q u i t e  wel l .  

I hope t h a t  t h e  above information is of some he lp  t o  you. 

S incere ly  yours,  

Russe l l  A. Strong 



367th. 368th, 369th, 423rd Squadrons, and service organizations 
Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England - September 1942-April 1945 

GROUP ASSOCIATION 

Secretary- Trmsurer 
William M .  Collins, Jr. 13 March 1980 
2973 Heatherbrae Drive 
Po land, Ohio 445 14 

Phone 216 757 3463 

Dear J.L. Verhagen : 

Thank you for your interest in our Air Force and the letter, 
We will do the best we can to find members you name and we have 
lozated many as you can see by our roster in the ECHOES, 

IBe list ~/Sgt L.H. OvBrien at the Miami address you wrote. We 
have sent him mail and it has not been returned, we assume he is 
still there. 

Do not have an address on C.J. Thelen. We have no addresses on 
the others you name, 

I am forwarding your letter to our Historian,Russ Strong.1 am 
certain he will receive your information glad1 as he is w r i t i n g  1 a History of the 306th Bomb Group and will pub ish in a year or 
two. The story of the German Ace may be new to us, He had many 
flights, the German Air Force had many casualties and by D-Day 
not much left of it. 

Thank you for your contribution too. If you will available 
the 8th A i r  Force Tour will be in Amsterdam , September 20,21 and 22, 
1980, I may be with that tour ,if I can make arrangements. 
Dutch Military will be involved with the Tour. 

Thank you again for your interest and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

A L WA YS FIRST FIRSTOVER GERMANY 



'ir. William J4.CoLlins J r . ,  
2973 Heatherbrae Drive, 

- -- . -- 

Dinteloord, March 4,1980. 
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Dear M r .  Co l l ins ,  

Once more I apply t o  you r e  planes of t h e  306 BG, but f irst  I w i l l  
thank you very much f o r  your l e t t e r  of Augt~st 10,1:179. I n  t h a t  l e t -  
t e r  you gave me t h e  address  of M r .  OIBrien t o  whom I wrote t h r e e  
t imes now,but I am so r ry  t o  say t h a t  he does not g ive  a s i gn  o f  
l i f e .  I n  t h e  meantime I found some very i n t e r e s t i n g  d e t a i l s  about 
t h i s  r a i d  of 5.4.43 by M r .  D i l l en ,  who i s  l i v i n g  i n  Antwerp. But a s  
t h e  B 1 7  concerning crashed a t  our  v i l l a g e  I keep t r y i n g  t o  contac t  
t h e  su rv ivors  o r  o t h e r  su rv ivors  of  t h e  306 BG. Th i s  yea r  i t  i s  35 
years  a f t e r  t h e  war and many memorials w i l l  be he ld ,  a l s o  i n  our  
v i l l a g e  and i t  w i l l  be very  good t o  remember t h e  men who fought f o r  
our  l i b e r a t i o n .  I was a boy then,but  we a l l  remertDIzervery wel l  what 
i t  i s  t o  be occupied by a f o r e ign  power and we have not f o rgo t t en  
what i t  meant when t h e  planes of t h e  A l l i e s  f lew over  ou r  heads on 
t h e i r  way t o  Germany and o t h e r  t a r g e t s  i n  occupied Europe. They were 
a g rea t  pa r t  of our  hope i n  those  days. 

Maybe you can help  me f u r t h e r  i n  con tac t ing  t he se  men of 306BG by 
p lac ing  some words i n  your 306th F:CHOES of which I received a copy 
i n  1979. Maybe i t  i s  not even poss ib le  f o r  f o r e igne r s  t o  "reach" your 
magczine,but i f  t h e r e  i s  a chance . . . . . ? But i n  t h i s  case ,p lease  
expurgat e my Bngli sh! 

For your corlvenience I give you here a l l  t h e  f a c t s  I know : 

The p lane  was a B l7F,  s e r i a l  number 42-5072,on plane 25072,code GY, 
Army model B17F-30-BO(on t h e  nose ) , co lour  of plane o l i v e  drab,manu- 
f a c t u r ed  by Boeing i n  S e a t t l e ~  

Based a t  ~hu r l e igh /Eng l and ;  306th Domb Group- 367th Bomb Squadron. 

Target  : Erla-works a t  Mortsel  nea r  ~ n t w e r ~ ( ~ e l ~ i u r n )  . ~ i s s i o n  N r .  50. 
The bombs h i t  t h e  t a r g e t , b u t  a l s o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Mortsel.306th 
RG had bad luck t h a t  day, they l o s t  4 o r  5 p1anes:l  Bt Aart- 
s e l aa r (by  f i g h t e r s )  1 at  Lokeren by ?, 1 a t  Hoogboom/~apelle 
by Flak, maybe 1 over t h e  Schelde-estuary by FW190 f i g h t e r  and 
f a t  Dinteloord by f i g h t e r s ,  I n  t h i s  case  I was an eye-witnesg 
unable t o  do anything. 

Among o the r s  t h e  Germans l o s t  an ace: Hauptmann und Gruppen- 
kommandeur F r i t z  Richard Geisshardt ,born 22.P1 .I919 a t  
~ o n n e f  e l d / ~ r e i s  Coburg i n  Germany. H e  f  l ~ w i ~ u s s i a , ~ u l g a r y ,  
I t a ly ,Af r i ca ,had  100 v i c t o r i e s  i n  t h e  a i r  and 642 f l i g h t s .  
He crashed a t  5.4.43 a t  ~eurne-airfield(~ntwer~) and d ied  
on 6.4.43 i n  Gent-hospital  i n  Belgium,buried a t  Abbeville 
i n  France on 3.4.43, so c a l l e d  " Heldenfr iedhoffr .  

Crew B 1 7 :  l o  persons; 7 were k i l l e d  when t h e  plane crashed, 3 
survived by l eav ing  t h e  plane i n  time by parachute,  They were 
taken p r ioners  of war, but survived t h e  war i n  Cermany,re- 
turned t o  t h e  S i a t e s  a f t e r  t h e  war. 



aan u 

aan jou 

aan jullie 

Kil led :  
1st p i l o t  Capt. T\T.I!.Parker 

M r .  W.II.Collins 

Army number 0 -789402 , s t i l l  r e s t i n g  a t  
Netherlands American Cemetery a t  
Nargraten, p lo t  B, row 2, grave 7.1 
v i s i t e d  h i s  grave a  few month ago , i n  . 
due course I s h a l l  send you a  photo of  
t h i s  grave. 

Co-pilot 1st L t .  P.A.Spaduzzi Army number 0-660922. I lea rned  t h a t  
t h e r e  might be a  photo of  t h i s  men, 
taken by t h e  Germans immediately a f t e r  
t h e  c r a sh  and on which t h e  dead body 
i s  seen nea r  t h e  crashed plane.1 s h a l l  
t r y  t o  get a  copv,but when t h e  p i c t u r e  
i s  too c rue l  t h e  department wi l1 , r ightW 
not r e l e a s e  i t .  

Fl ight -engineer  o r  radio-  
opera to r  ~ / s g t  J.M.Creatore 12022826 

11 J.E.Gross 13038685 

Airgunners 

These 6  men a r e  back i n  t h e  U ,  S . . A .  again  and maybe they  a r e  r e s t i n g  
i n  t h e i r  home v i l l a g e s  o r  towns. 

Survivors  : 

1 s t  L t .  C.J.Thelen Jr., he must s t i l l  be l i v i n g  somewhere on t h e  West 
C o a s t  a s  M r .  Russe l l  A. Strong t o l d  me,but h i s  address  was,at t h a t  
moment ,s t i l l  unknown, 

1 s t  L t .  A.I,.Milbourn i s  deceased on 22 November,l975 i n  t h e  U.S.A. 

~ / ~ g t .  L.1-l.OIBrien whose address  was 9100 SW 81st  Ave,Miami,Florida 
33156. 
He does not answer,Maybe he does not want t o  be remembered t o  t he se  
days,maybe he knows t h a t  many c i v i l i a n s  have been k i l l e d  t h a t  day o r  
he has removed t o  a  new address ,  
I n  t h e  f i r s t  case I t o l d  him t h a t  a  simple No" would do a s  I s h a l l  
always respec t  t h e  pr ivacy of  t he se  men. 
I n  Lhe second case i t  w i l l  be very  d i f f i c u l t  t o  he lp  t h e  man,but he 
must r e a l i s e  t h a t  i t  was war and dea th  and d e s t r u c t i o n  was our  pa r t  
dur ing  those  days and not only  by bombs,dropped wi th  t h e  bes t  in-  

t e n t i o n s  on enemy target.We l o s t  a l l  our  proper ty  by a r t i l l e r y - f i r e  
o f  t h e  a l l i e s  and robbery of  t h e  Germans,Our s tocks  of  food were taken 
by Germand and Canadian t roops  i n  t h e  days when we were i n  t h e  f ron t -  
l i n e .  But you can a s su re  him t h a t  t h e r e  no unkind f e e l i n g s  t o  a l l  
t h e se  men who d id  t h i s ,  who had t o  do t h i s .  
I n  t h e  t h i r d  case  you may have a  new address  and I hope t h a t  you w i l l  
l e t  me have i t .  I have a l s o  w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  town of Eliami and asked t o  
check cor rec tness  of t h e  address ,  

Well, mr.Collins t h i s  i s  a l l  I can t e l l  you a t  t h e  moment .I can on ly  
add t h a t  t h e  p lane ,before  i t  crashed flew a t  an a l t i t u d e  of  about 500 
metres,  made some c i r c l e s  over  t h i s  regions ,dur ing  which 1 man jumped 
f i r s t  south  of t h i s  v i l l a g e  and l a t e r  on 2 persons.One of  them l e f t  
t h e  plane jus t  a  few seconds before  i t  crashed. During a l l  t h e  time 

t h e  burning plane was s t i l l  f l y i n g  i t  was a t t a cked  by f i g h t e r s  and t h e  
B 1 7  was f i r i n g  back t i l l  t h e  moment i t  went down, 
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Nw. W.M. Col l i n s  

I hope t h a t  you \$ill be a b l e  t o  r i s e  any contac t  f o r  me o r  can g ive  
me addresses  of  meilkhers of  306th/367th BSq. 
A contac t  wi th  t h e  r e l a t i v e s  of  t h e  deceased ,wife  - c h i l d r e n , w i l l  be 
apprec ia ted  very much. I am g l ad ly  w i l l i n g  t o  w r i t e  t h e  s t o r y  t o  a l l  
who want t o  l e a r n  something o f  t h e  c r a sh  and p lace  where t h e i r  husban 
o r  f a t h e r  d ied  and without any compensati-on. To m r .  Parkers  fami ly  I 
can send a  photo and,when I am i n  those  surroundings a t  a  150 mi l e s '  
d i s t ance  from my home,I can b r i ng  f lowers  t o  h i s  grave.1 l eave  t h i s  
t o  you, f o r  without he lp  I cannot f u r t h e r .  

And then t h e r e  i s  a  second case. A f r i e n d  of mine having t h e  same 
s t a t e  of mind i s  doing t h i s  i n  t h e  n o r t h  of  our  country.  He has given 
me , a s  a 306th man, t h e  d a t a  about another  306th plane t h a t  crashed 
i n  h i s  surroundings. Maybe you have a l s o  some informat ion  f o r  me 
about t h i s  B 17. 

The p lane  was a  B 1 7  of 306th Bg and based a t  Thur le igh  n e a r  Bedford 
i n  Ehgland. 

The t a r g e t  was Bremen i n  Germany on 26th November 1943  and t h e  B 1 7  
concerning was a l ready  on i t s  way home. Time o f  c r a sh  about 13.00 h r s  
a t  St.Nicolaasga i n  t h e  province of  F r i e s l and , t he  n o r t h  e a s t e r n  p a r t  
of  IIolland. 
It was a t tacked b i j  5 o r  6 German f i g h t e r s  and t h e  Americans were 
f i g h t i n g  back t o  t h e  l a s t  moment .Members o f  t h e  crew l e f t  t h e i r  plane 
by chute  and were f i r e d  a t  by German f i g h t e r s  ?hen t hey  were hanging 

he l p l e s s  on t h e i r  chutes ,  

The plane was s i l v e r - c o l o u r e d , f i r s t  t h e  wing touched t h e  e a r t h  and thc 
t h e  whole plane crashed. The h u l l  was opendd and 2  men l e f t  t h e i r  
plane,  p i l o t  and f l i g h t - e n ~ i n e e r  ? 
Four ken were k i l l e d :  Adrian, Mower, S tee l smi th  and Owens, The o t h e r  6 - - 
surv ivors  were taken p r i sone r s  of war,but t h e i r  names a r e  unlrnown,but 
they  have survived t h e  war a l s o  and they  re turned a l s o  t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  

Well, d ea r  M r .  C o l l i n s , I  have taken enough of  youb time and goodwill ,  
Once more I a s su re  you t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no sensa t ion  o r  f i n a n c i a l  in -  

r e s t s  a t  s take.  I want t o  make good a l l  your expenses and I a l r eady  
enclose  a few d o l l a r s  f o r  an pos s ib l e  a r t i c l e  i n  your 306th ECHOES. 

I thank you very,very much f o r  goodness t o  read t h i s  l e t t e r  and I 
hope t o  rece ive  some news from you. 

With very  kind regards  I remain, 

4671 Ex IIIXTE1,' OHD 
1-Iolland/~urope 




























