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Lieutenant Joe Consolmagno, 367th BS navigator, had planned to spend hisi2s
birthday on leave in London taking in a play in the West End. For months, ever
since the early fall of 1942, when he had been transferred to England as part afthe

. . ~ R = - ‘»,' )
Eighth Air Forceb6s 306th Bombar dmenth  Group — ha-d | ump-e d i e ce to
a London show. The highlight was attending the opening nigfiihef) Came to a EESSiEs —

City and watching the playwright, J.B. Priestley, one of his favorite authors, comiSe ==

on stage to take a bow. Of course, there was also the matter of fighting a war, o
realized would probably be extremely shibved, at least for a B7 navigator such
as himself.

The Boeing B17, known as the Flying Fortress for its heavy armament, wa
plane that could take a beating and also repel attack. Yet the average lifeldf a
over Europe was only eleven missions. At Tufts, Joe had been an economics
and it wasnét hard for him to do th
handful of missions. It was simply a question of whether he would be killed
safely bail out. But he was an optimist and had been brushing up on his co
French, sure that he would be able to evade capture and return to England v
Pyrenees and Spain.

His first mission was the scariest. They were on a raid over Lille, France,
German fighters pounced on them, destroying two of the four engines, the radio
part of the rudder. The plane took 2,000 bullets in all. A third engine was soon
and the pilot prepared to ditch in the English Channel. At the last moment, a Br|
Spitfire appeared, wiggling his wings for them to follow. Then it dropped its landing ' ]
gear as a signal that there was a hidden airfield below. An Associated Press aftign before. The crew agreed that their plane probably could not have flown an-
from October 1942 reported the outc®mBer ar®Q Yardisy-gd i Migh aCoudpOes Ijyus th Oc |0dNEr N

hill and rolled onto a runway directly in front of a field of which the crew had never Not long after, Joe was forced to stand down on a mission because of a bad cold.
The same crew, with whom he had trained, never returned.

Now, on April 5, 1943, Joe was about to take off on his eighth mission. He
barely knew the men he was flying with, but the mission was supposed to be a milk
run, an easy flight against an airplane assembly plant in Antwerp. Although the tar-
get was said to be lightly defended, it proved to be anything but. Before they even
arrived, two of their engines were in flames from ground fire. Waves of German
fighter planes followed, and the order to bail out was soon given. Four miles above
the earth, Joe dived out head first. The jolt of his parachute ripped off one of his

boot s. As he slowly descended, a Ger man
feel the shock of gunfire, o0 Joe |l ater w
He circled me so closely that | could see his oxygeisked face, and he waved. |

waved back. I't didndt seem appropriate t

The understatement with which he recalled nearly being blasted out of the sky is
typical Joe. Thin and fit, with the quick wit of a city desk editor, Joe welcomed me
to his home in Engl ewood, Fl orida, jokirt
youbre interviewed by an anthropologist.
no matter that it was starting on its tenth decade. | was there to find out about his
wartime experiencéshow he wound up on the forefront of the theater scene in a
German prisoneof-war cam@ and Joe was only too happy to tell me. With spar-
kling eyes and a ready smile, Joe exuded an air of mischief. Clearly, it had kept him
young. Like many prewar Tufts students, Joe had grown up locally and lived with

his parents in Medford throughout <coll ege. But |
Left: Joe Consolmagno life. He was class historian, manager of the lacrosse team, a sports columnist, and, in his senior year,
showing off his wings as a editorin-chief of The Tufts WeeklHis real passion, however, was theater, which he discovered thanks
newly commissioned offi-f t o Mar st on Balch, the charismatic head of Tuftsbé
cerin April 1942. Besides taking drama and playwriting with Balc
Top: Joe Consolmagno |l oved playing the heavies, o Joe r ec aNintesetthe Hi s f
(second from the left) with story of an ltaliaPA mer i cands execution for a crime he didn
his roommates in the such ad.iliom, The Pursuit of Happiness and Si ntt aiCanbée wHwdgiesorca agilre r e
North Compound of Staladg he was the heavy. i |l earned to direct by watch
Luft I, May 1943. The soon put to use.
mound in front was cre- Joe went to work for thMedford Mercuryupon graduation, but with war looming, he joined the Air

ated with dirt takenfrom | Cor ps®é Flying Cadet Program. Though he wanted t
one of the GreatEscape| an ai rpl ane before and was al ways half sick, o0 h

tunnels. tion test, o a problem that | ed to repeated cr asl
even before Pearl Harbor was training as a navigator.
I't was after a stint guiding a Flying Fortress i n himéelfloRirganithe aircfourtntiles bverBel-e 6 s b

gium. He landed unhurt in the middle of a shipyard just south of Antwerp. Before he could even untangle his chute, al@iemaas standing above him waving a
Continued on Page 4
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Obituaries

Please send obits as soon as possiblp
"Pr es |

Corner

Ahlstrom, Kurt A, 369" pilot, died 9 Dec .
05 in Yucaipa, CA at 88. He was POW frorn Greetings,
the 11 Apr 44 Stettin mission, when he and

his entire crew miraculously survived the¢

vho
of
to
con-

The 306th BG Association exists primarily because those of us
explosion of their BL7. He was held at Sta{ were proud to be part of the Group during WWII considered it ong
lag 3 SagatBilesia Bavaria (moved to Nur{ the most significant experiences of our lives. It is truly a privilege
embergLangwasser). After the war, he gat serve as its president, particularly as important decisions are made
his degree in accounting and was soon M-cering its future. Your input to this decisiamaking process is most
ﬁ:?'r)]/?gr \évg\r)erpexfil/ga?i?r%vrzcmehgﬁ%ﬁ:arcoié \t/)velcomg. Please feel free to contact me or any other member o
he went to work at Hughes Aircraft in south- oard with your thoughts anq_recommendatlons. .

ern CA. Within months he and Doris wer Next year will be an exciting one for the Association. Please cpn-
blessed to meet and marry. They were 4l- Sider joining us for the reunion in San Diego and for the trip to England
ways very active in their evangelica) Visiting Thurleigh and the other areas so important to the 8th Air Fgrce
churches. Kurt retired at 63 from Hughgs during the war.
after 25 years and then worked as Busingss

Administrator for First Baptist Church for 15
years. He and Doris had three children, the
second of whom was a little boy with Downg
Syndrome who only lived 17 months. He is
survived by Doris, his wife of 51 years, their
2d, 3gcs.

Beach, Jack G 367" tail gunner (Frank M
McCullagh crew), died 31 May 10, at 85, i
Tucson, AZ, where he lived for 60 yearg.
After WW 11, he served the USAF in thg
Korean Conflict and then worked 36 years 4
a cable splicer with Mountain Bell and wap
in USCG Auxiliary for 25 years (retiring
Vice Captain). He is survived by his wifdg
Doris, 6¢, 15gc, 8ggc.

Bennett, Francis (Frank) H, 369" pilot,
died 5 Mar 09, at 90. He flew with both the
305" and 308' BGs; he arrived at Thurleigh
29 Apr 44, left 24 Jun 44, and did 21 mis
sions. He is survived by his wife, Edith.
Chase, Delbert W 369" bombardier (Kurt
A Ahlstrom crew when downed), died 24 JJ
89 in Palo Alto, CA at 72. He is buried

Golden Gate National Cemetery, San Brunp, ! /
CA, where his marker shows he was a cap- Walter Rozett Crew 369th BS: Frorit Rozett, Lloyd Strode (CP),

tain who served in Korea as well as WW I|. Michael Dramer (B), John Christenson (N),. Mididll¢/elton Shipley
The date he arrived at Thurleigh is unknowf. (BT), James Durham (RO), Elvie Hall (E) BadRussell Sheldon

On the mission to Stetten, 11 Apr 44, He (TG), Erskine Arbiter (WG), Julius Boersma (WG). This photograph
survived wh e nl17 éxplddedt| r Wagtaken ingampa, Florida before rotation to Thurleigh.

and was taken POW. He was held at Stalag

3 SagarSilesia Bavaria (moved to Nurembdrgngwasser). No survivor info.

Chrisjohn, Robert J, 368" pilot & co-pi | ot (fAChri so Maurice Christianson cr
He arrived at Thurleigh 17 Jul 44 and completed his tour 29 Dec 44. In Feb 74, he retired from the National Guard as Brig
Gen with 33 years in service (20 with the Guard). For thd' 391 reunion in Pittsburgh, PA, he arranged a trip to the
nearby Air National Guard facility, including the 171st Air Refueling Wing, theaded by his son Brig Gen Robert G
Chrisjohn. His wife since Apr 42, lla, survived him until her death 3 May 2010. She is survived by their 2c, 5gc, 7ggc.
Combs, Roger F 368" engineer or radio operator & waist gunner (Walter H Sumner crew), died 8 Aug 08 at 89. His wife
Mary predeceased him by 7 weeks. No survivor info.

Crozier, Carl Jr, control tower, died 11 Dec 08 at 84 in Littleton, CO. He is survived by his wife of 58 years, Jacqueline,

5¢, 14gc, 2ggc.

Cutugno, Matthew M, 369 waist gunner (Cecil C McKinney crew), died 17 Aug 08 at 85. His wife Rita Marie survived

him until 25 Nov 2009. No further info.

Dimter, Charles R, 423" Squadron Bombardier, died 26 Jan 09, at 90, in Saint Petersburg, FL. He retired from Prudential
Life Insurance after 31 years. He is survived by 28ndaw, 1gs.

Enloe, Louis, 367" engineer (Craig J Harwood crew when downed), died 14 Mar 07 at 90 in St Louis, MO, about 2
mont hs after the death of his wife, Ameri ca. After hayv
was POW at Stalag 17B, downed 17 Apr 43 in the Bremen mission. His first wife, Wanietta, died Feb 63; 4 yrs later he
married America (Mickie) who died Jan 07. Louis was a farmer, truck driver, and heavy equipment operator in clay min-
ing. He and Mickie were members of the World Wide Church of God. He is survived by 6e¢26tgp 4ggc.

Gill, Lyle E, 369" waist gunner (Aldo Romanin crew), died 18 May 2010 at 84 in Lititz, Lancaster Co, PA. He was a com-
puter systems analyst, an avid Pittsburgh Pirates fan, a family genealogy researcher, and served his Presbyterian church g
Elder and church historian. He was predeceased by his wife and childhood sweetheart, Joanne and 2gc. He is survived b
3¢, 79gc, 12ggc.

Giroux, Raymond P, 449" Sub Depot airplane sheet metal worker, died 4 Feb 10 at 91 in Dearborn, MI. He is survived
by his wife, Leona. No further info.

Guilfoyle, William A , 423 navigator (Harold Brown crew), died 6 Aug 2008 at 86. He arrived at Thurleigh 17 Jul 44
and departed 15 Jan 45, completing his tour. He and
ceased him 6 Feb 2001. No survivor info.

Harr, John B, 368" co-pilot (Francis J Hoey crew when downed), died 16 Jun 09 at 94 at the Lake District Long Term
Care facility in Lakeview, OR. He was POW 26 Nov 43 from the Bremen mission, and held at Stalag 1. He was prede-
ceased by his wife Dorothy 12 Jan 07. No further info.

Holland, Gene W, 367" waist gunner (Robert Ashley & Alfred D Hawley crews), died 22 Jan 09 in Pratt, KS, at 87. He
was one of 12 combat men in the 306th listed in a Special Order of May 44 who were returned to the US after 30 missions
for rest and recuperation. Each man then returned for a second tour of 20 missions. No further info.

Jacka, Willard C, 367" (unknown duty), died 26 Dec 07 in Lincoln, NE at 87. Listed as a sgt in WW Il at USVA Ceme-

tery site. Survived by his wife. No further info.
as 501 E (19).
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Walt Rozett
President
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Obituaries continued on page 3
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Jackson, Ernest B 423 engineer (Nelson W Hardin crew when downed)
died 21 May 09 in Covington, GA a
Cato 29 Mar 44 in the Brunswick
retired from Ford Motor with 30 years as superintendent; he was a membeZ="S
Corinth Christian Church in Loganville and a Mason. He and his wife Mar
who survives him, married 7 Dec 45. He is also survived by 2c, 3gc, 2ggc.
Jacobs, John W 449" Sub Depot (unknown duty), 86, died 6 Jan 10 at th
Alverno Nursing Facility in Clinton, IA. Postar, he was in trucking. His
wife of 10 years, Vernice, died 30 May 84. He was a member of the VF
and was of the Catholic faith. He is survived by his brethdaw.
Jones, Fred G 369" pilot of "Denny Boy" when downed, died 17 Apr 09 in
Decatur, GA at 88. With engine problems, he crash landed 16 Jul 44 (Mu
mission); he and his crew were immediately captured by German soldid
Whil e being driven from the cr ash JES
French underground. Jones and his crew were escorted by the French tg
Swiss border and housed in Switzerland until they departed on various ds
back to England. During this time their classification was changed from Ml
to evadees. Jones®6 surviving wif
Hospital in Atlanta. He is also survived by 1c. Elizabeth has donated
memorabilia to the 3d6for our archival scanning and for transfer in 2011 tq
the Mighty 8" Air Force Museum in Savannah. The collection includes h
certificate for flying 56 missions in the Berlin airlift, memorabilia from his
time in Switzerland as an evadee including a photo and his report of the mis-
sionadday celebration in France 1in
by the French, and anfgge Dec 1946 newsletter for "Fellow Wearers of the
Winged Boot." The newsletter includes 3 pages of names and addresses of
men who were at some time during WW Il in Switzerland, statements of the
intent that the club should be formally organized, and a request for suggestions
of locations for a national convention or a district meeting, how to defra
newsletter expenses, and a method of electing temporary officers by mail.
Jordan, Edward Earl Sr, 423% co-pilot (Daniel W Gates), originally from
Richmond, VA, died 30 Apr 07 in San Antonio, TX at 86. He attended the
of Alabama on a full football/basketball scholarship. He arrived at Thurleig
28 Jul 4 4 . Jordan was downed wit
the Ruhland mission on 12 Sep 44. He was POW at Stalag :\Bag#isang
Prussia. He fought in Korea, and flew on the last bombing mission there. He
returned to college and graduated from Florida State Univ. LtC Jordan served
in the Strategic Air Command and retired from the USAF in 1964. He had a
second career with the TX Welfare Dept and then with the Surgeon General &f
the Army at Fort Sam Houston. He was an avid pilot, tennis player, basketball
pl ayer, and joined the TR3 Club afte
member of the Jamestown Society, Jordan had looked forward to celebrating
the 408" Anniversary of the Jamestown, VA settlement in May 07. He was a
member of numerous other societies, including the Ancient Planters and the
Huguenot Society in VA and the Scottish Society of San Antonio. He is buried

at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery in San Antonio. He is survived by his
wife, Sarah, 2c, 8gc, 1ggc.

Kaye, Herman H, 423° radio operator (Paul Reioux crew), MD, JD, PhD,

died 27 Sep 10 in Beverly Hills, CA at 86. He served as President of tfle 306
BGA for the year of Oct 05 to Oct 06. His wife, Delores, preceded him in
death. He was accompanied at a number of'3@6nions by his caregiver
attendants Gloria and Kim. He had 2c, 2gc.

Lawlor, John J, 369" tail gunner (crew of Andrew Kata when downed), died
2 Aug 08 in San Antonio, TX at 84. He was POW 8 Aug 44 (Caen mission)
held by the Germans at a camp which was unidentified in the National Ar-
chives online database. He married Ruth, who survives him, in 1945. After
earning his Masters from Syracuse University, his career was in Institutional
Sales. He and Ruth were founding members of St Mark the Evangelist Catholic
Church, and he was a Fourth Degree
also survived by 6c¢, 16gc, 1ggc. .
Murphy, Roger, 423% navigator (Douglas T Schrack crew), died 11 Jul 09 in
Waukesha, WI at 85. He arrived at Thurleigh 24 Aug 44. -Rest he re-
ceived his law degree at the U of Wisconsin, was district attorney of Waukesha
County in 6171, was State Senator-80D, was circuit court judge in Waukesha
until his retirement in 99. He was preceded in death by 1d and is survived by
his wife Arlene, 2s, 6gs.

Nelson, Eli E 368" gunner, who enlisted Feb 43 in AL, died 23 Feb 09 at *
home in Athens, AL at 85. He worked as a chemist at NASA on Redstone Ar-
senal for 33 years and sang in the choir for 20 years at First United Methodist
Church. His first wife, Julia Woodru
vived by his wife of 16 years, Julia Hatchett Nelson, 2d, 6gc.

Perkins, Neal Howard 369" co-pilot (Raymond Birdwell), died 1 Jul 10 in

San Antonio, TX at 92. He arrived at Thurleigh 17 Jul 44 and departed in Dec
44, completing his tour. No further info.

Perline, Abraham, 423% navigator (Nelson Hardin crew), died 23 Jun 09 in
Tucson, AZ at 87. He flew 31 missions from Thurleigh between 28 Nov 43 and®

6 Jun 44. He later worked as a reliability engineer both in private industry and
government. His married Lois in 42; she passed away in May 07. He is sur-
vived by 2s, 2gs.

Peterson, Wesley D368" pilot when downed (initially was epilot, William

H Scheil crew), died 15 Apr 05 in Santa Ana, CA at 83. In the 5 Sep 43 mis-
sion to Stuttgart, his crew (other than the radio operator who was believed to

2003

Khis wige 191t69 yeass aslild, }& r k 6 s

Visit the 306th Website
www.306bg.org |

from 27 Mar 44 (La Rochelle mission). Pogir, his career was with Western

Electric on Long Island and in upstate NY. He is survived by his widow Doris

and 7c, and now 18gc, 5ggc.

Piepenbrink, Frederick, 369" tail gunner (Jack S Henley crew when downed;

earlier waist gunner on Richard Vogel crew), of Cohasset, MA, died 6 Feb 03 at

83. He bag anfisted at Bogton 43 Mpe4d. He was PQVY (Beld bysGergnany ata
| ocation not known in National Archi v
downed in the Dresden mission of 14 Feb 45. Ra@sthe worked for the Co-
hasset Post Office for 34 years. His wife, Shirley, preceded him in death 19
Apr 96. At death, he was survived by 5c¢ (one of whom died in 06), 6gc.
Ronczy, Edward L, 367" navigator (Robert Sage crew), 90, died 12 Jul 10 at
Addolorata Villa in Wheeling, IL, where his widow Jo still lives. They married

in 1951 and attended many 30unions, where they were fondly known for
their dancing prowess. Ed was a lab tech for an oil company for many years
before retiring. He contributed many hours of service to the Boy Scouts and the
VFW. Also surviving him are 6c¢, 9gc.

Ryder, Harvey B, 369" pilot, died 16 Sep 10 in St Joseph, KS, at 92. He ar-
rived at Thurleigh 13 Dec 44 and flew 30 missions before leaving in Jun 45. He
was a practicing optometrist for over 50 years, an avid handball player, presi-
dent of the St Joseph Gymnastics Association and the Northside Lion¥ a 32
Degree Scottish Rite Mason, and a member of the College Football Hall of
Fame since 06. He loved farming, raising cattle, gardening and playing golf.
He is survived by his crew members Mel Loes and Andy Ness, and by Donna,
KD Counci | . He i
Thwaite, James E 369" radio operator (Robert H Wood crew), died 29 May
10 in Bethel Park, PA at 89. Their crew arrived at Thurleigh 12 Sep 44. He and
June married in Aug 45. His career was with the Pennsylvania Railroad and its
successors. June and James were both always active at Peters Creek Baptist,
where he was long the financial secretary and a ready volunteer in the kitchen.
He and June went on the May 77 Thurleigh trip. He was predeceased by one
son and is survived by June, 5s, 5gc, 3sfep2ggc.

Walsh, Claude L, 423" pilot, died 21 Sep 10 within days of responding to our
mailing. He arrived at Thurleigh in the winter of 44 and after VE Day, flew with

the Casey Jones Project until summer 46, completing his service at Istres,
Francen &l¢ was g dedipated elemensary sehepl tearhgr, andapringipahfer 82
years. After retirement, he and his wife volunteered for Habitat for Humanity,
eventually going on numerous international Habitat trips, including Tijuana,
Guatemala, Fiji, and Northern Ireland. He was passionate about bicycling and
skiing. In addition to his wife of 35 years, Judy, he is survived by 4eg, 2st

6gc.

Walters, Eugene D) 423° waist (earlier ball turret) gunner (John A Bartlett, Jr.
crew), died 17 Jun 10 in Terre Haute, IN at 94. He arrived at Thurleigh 5 Jul 43
and flew with pilots Charles Munger, George Reese, and J P Toombs, complet-
ing 13 missions before being wounded 11 Feb 44 over Saarbrucken. He retired
in 1980 as a tool and die maker for J | Case. He was preceded in death by his
wife Antoinette 27 Jan 04. He is survived by 2c, 4gc, 3ggc.

have perished in the plane) bailed out 40 miles from the coast south of Diepp AMILY:

While four members of his crew were helped by the French and were success-
ful evadees, Peterson and four others were POW. He was held at Stalag 7A at
Moosburg, Bavaria, including work camps at Krumbachstrasse and Munich.
Soon after the war he married Marge, who survives him, and then completed
his degree at U of MN in electrical engineering. They moved to southern CA,
where he had a long career with Collins Radio.

Phillips, Rudolph W, 368 ball turret gunner (Rene C Fix crew when downed),

of East Durham, NY, died in Dec 1985. He was a POW, held at Stalag 17B

Gary, Beckie, wife of Elwyn R Jr(who was 367 co-pilot, Roy Marks crew),

81, died suddenly and unexpectedly of pneumonia 6 Jun 2010 at their Agape
Senior Assisted Living facility in Irmo, SC. She had attended Queens College
in Charlotte, was a former volunteer with Meals on Wheels and was a very ac-
tive member of Ashland U.M.C. One son preceded her in death. Surviving are

her husband, 2s, 4gc.
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Continued from page 1 .
pistol. Joe recalled the irony of his own calm delight in finding himself in one piece
and the Germands nervousness. He wo

fiFur Sie ist der Krieg vorbeio t he sol di er s ai & .a phiabeo|r
heard by every airman taken prisonerj
think | heard some envy in his voicel| ¢
of the mission. The ground fire and fighters had pushed the bombers so far off ¢
that only five bombs hit their target. The rest landed on the small Belgian to
Mortsel, killing nearly 1,000 civilians and wounding 1,300 more, many of ther
schoolchildren. It was Bel giumds de
would never erase from his mind.

Soon, though, he found himself in Stalag Luft Il (short &ammlager Luftor
APer manent Ca &alargecamp A hundned mikes southeast of Berlin/in
what is now Poland. Immortalized in the filfine Great Escapét was the site of one
of the most daring breakouts of the war when, in March 1944, 76 men crawled ou
330foot tunnel. Only three men reached home. Of those recaptured, 50 were
cuted. When Joe arrived nearly a year earlier, there were just over 200 Amer
Most of the prisoners were British and Commonwealth RAF officers, some of whem

had been held for three years or mo e. Wn| n ca] he
sand dispersal, he, like most of the Americans, simply observed and learned frmélj- (ta a
Old Hands. uction of KISS and Tell,
Not long after arriving, Joe got his first taste of prison theater. As for getting|| cHrected by Joe Consol—
vol ved, he Awoul dndt even try. o Withmaggnorq;‘natth ut ur
Theatre director Kenneth Mackintosh and the actors Rupert Davies and Peter BLH[[H? as the origina Broad—
worth, it was the site of a steady stream of kgiality productions of Shakespeare way v\e/rf;onv Right: In
Shaw, Coward, and others. In fact, Joe still recalls the brilliant version of Blithe Sa n| | Ibl 'g' a S?]t'rlf .
he saw more than 65 years ago. At Oﬂsgygse °P§a8 jecto
through the curtains, the audience stood to attention, including the German guests ar qf
said in chorus, 6God save the King o]ole %c%ndrgrgtihen#egtq ed,
house |l ights were quickly doused andpthaey atya bMeI
What he did decide to do was to start a paper. But for that he needed news, {? d N W 0
wrote to Bill Cunningham at thBoston Heralda s ki ng f or l et t aréy ‘]Oﬁ Wlﬂrqh%(th'gj
other news that woul dnot be forbidde d accoae] Whi | e
were permitted to send four postcards and threepage letters per month, there wal olr a | [;troAucerdt 1945 returned to Princeton University, WhICh gave him
no limit to how many they could receive. Cunningham obliged by writing a long fe eSotwl € ﬁ?ar ?We credit for his P.O.W. courses. The theater also housed a
ture in August 1943 wunder the headi n%cﬁa\gﬂﬁelﬁ?qeg gaune rstatibip KRE&Y Ifos kriegie, dB iplisbned tHato n s o
of Tufts Seeks News f or E&hg TugissWeeklpickeétla 6; @ bvaadcést throagh éondspeakers several times a day.
up the storyandranitsownfrepgtage articl e, c¢cl aiming (? 'f sb nVitio dll this gctivity, thescamp samgtimes resembled
definitely one of Tufts®é heroes ofutt WOV' eg oprlsonea{so alrdllege @ampue with bafbedr wirenarduhd itdledeed,r v
Tufts response. 0 many British authors have compared German prison
It worked. Wi thin weeks, Joe was delTuged with maimpsf rteom tfeteroppul bkl i hce 6slc mewles

He even received a letter from his freshman English professor, the poet John Holozsp experience depended on who was in charge and whether the camp was made uj
By this time, however, someone else had already started a camp paper, and Joef béfiters or enlisted men. Some were in old castles and forts and others in specially
been recruited into another scheme. Because of his experience in journalism, hecavastructed wooden huts surrounded by parallel banyedfences with coils of con-
approached by the campébés clandestineciemttélnlai gneinrcee iamdbeaesWwedni f The woaunipd bwee
join a select group in writing and deciphering coded letters. He quickly agreed, thobiginch of the service, with the responsibility for guarding them falling on the corre-
it meant laboriously going through the volumes of mail now reaching him, codedsponding German one. Captured U.S. airmen, who eventually numbered more than
not. 33,000, were guarded by Germanyo6s air
The code, which the British originated, was based on a grid, with each writer usiaghps was Stalag Luft 1ll, which would eventually house 10,000 prisoners in five
a different set of key words. Of course, none of the writers knew who any of the otlifferent compounds.
were and simply passed the information on to a single commanding officer. The codeQfficers had it easier than enlisted men. While lower ranks were employed in jobs
letters Joe received were all from strangers and often contained information onrdhging from coal mining to agricultural labor, the Geneva Convention of 1929 stipu-
arrival of contraband to be used in escape: maps in playing cards, money in vinylated that officers were not to work. Officers, who were generally of college age,

cords, compasses in clothing. @AOnce Ithergfard had phenty df ttne oncthkbie hafds. dlat andy svere recesatienal Yyppaortanitieso
was in code, 0 Joe recalled. Hi s f a mirequirecaby the Gemesa Coniveatiorg Ritthe IGarthanswere angicusito gravidetdived- ¢
were being intercepted and decoded before being resealed and delivered to thensidiefrom escape and other subversive activities. They encouraged sports, education,
letters contained information from newly arrived prisoners who were debriefedaomd t heat er . ATheydd much rather have
everything they had seen from the moment they were shot down. Joe continued ec al | ed Joe. ABut of course we did the
ceiving and sending military secrets over vention, the Germans also paid the officers a percentage of their pay, half of which
the next two years and was commendeg g went into a communal fund to purchase supplies and services as needed.
his efforts by Military Intelligence at t iy A - Joebs memory of Stalag Luft 11 remai
end of the war. / TN /‘ , camp, absolutely. It was the closest to what the Geneva Convention envisioned. The
By late summer 1943, some 2,/ il Luftwaffe were better. Il'tds not popul arl

Americans were crowded into Stalag
[ll, with more downed airmen arrivinyy
daily. The camp was bursting at the segg!
At the beginning of September, the Amg;
cans were separated from the British
relocated in two freshly erected compou
Joe going with the somewhat larger grou
the South Compound. Within a month t
were constructing a new theater, entifgZg
built and paid for by themselves. Perfeq

G°ring was head of the Luftwaffe. o And
i 3 after the mass escape in spring 1944, when Hitler ordered that every recaptured pris-
‘ oner be executed. While the number was reduced to 50, the overall responsibility for
»\ | the camp was transferred to the Gestapo.

‘ With the new theater complete, Joe began devoting eight hours a day to the stage.
No longer overshadowed by the Brits, he and the other Americans were finally free to
run their own theater. The change was immediately noted in the shift the Americans
made from the British playwrights of the West End to those of Broadway. Their first
production was a variety show to which Joe contributed skits as well as acted. Called
Strictly from Hunger it ended with a medley of blackface pieces (then known as

raked, with 340 comfortable seats mg il evee sceneso) that included such numb
from Red Cross boxes, the theater woulq _ _ 3y A Joe made his directorial debut with the second stBoy, Meets Girl a 1935

the center of camp activity as well aq) 1 “#{Y) [y ‘ «.//|  Broadway comedy by Sam and Bella Spewak. His college drama experience was now
source of great pride. With a sizable orclf "—— put to use. Al | ear ned tdfeom pastog; ®mdead e o
tra pit, dressing rooms, a lighting syst{..- .~ R _ through, to walkthrough, to rehearsals, to performafiddey obser vi ng Do
made from biscuit tins, and a catwalk for | =58 - I — ' he told me. i recall his direction of
spotlights, it was indeed an impressive handso f f . I think that o6Tell them what vy
venue. I't even had a red sil k curt ai manajemer stygedwhdther ittwhasaliredtingM.pl@y, edliting & publicatioa, sising mili- t

better than Jackson Gym, 0 Joe | aughedaryecahkingrtmanbgsing atrcowocporatehatpae
the old campus golf course and doubl &8, 194 edifian bTthes Tufts Weeklprt ¢er. t he headl ine fJoe
The theater contained four classrooms for what became known as Sagan U,Rftei soner , Tries Hand at American Pl ay
the town in which the camp was located. Here prisoners taught courses in whatesiped organize a board called the Luft Guild to produce plays and run the theater.
expertise they might possess. Joe taught economics. Only later did he discover that tbelike the Royal Air Force fliers, many of whom had prewar theater experience,
textbooks he used had been sent by Tufts football coach and economics professot Lleve A mer i cans were mostly novice actor s
Manl y. As Joe explained: AThey came ttohracutg,hdo tlheee Irmdcalnlagd.on@dmaVvSdiudaemnlty ,Ailda
and it wasno6t wuntil after the war t hadeswehhdp@bablyeactalfadzentorhse really géod Eharacteroactarsgini great demBng
too late to thank Lew, to my lifelong regret. As sports editofted Weeklyl had used by all the directord an ingenue, a couple of leading ladies, and some convincing
his football teams as an outlet for énjiterallyd sophomoric humor, and he nevermat r ons, 06 Joe sai d. AThere was also a
had any reason to feel kindly towar dalmeays Omreo tlad utm toHe Smgasne Ud ovars Wwiythlkdohi §
sonds future attorney gened7ravigatddwmlinot ame Kag z&@ ndlaedk at yfoiurnsgt ,.B it was #fAqui ck
cadence. 0 Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4 In 1975, Joe took early retirement and moved to Florida with his wife, Pat,
The South Compound theater offered a mix of drama, comedy, farce, and vavigtywhom he had raised three children. By now he was an avid sailor, out on his
shows, for which there was no short agHunterf27 evaryrchapce ke.got.H&/also traveled.dnn1998 >he returreed to Belgium |

through neutral international agencies, and we tediously typed parts from collectionsbtha invitation of a radio station commemorating the 50th anniversary of the dis-
decrepit typewriter, o Joe r e mepartes.n\e dn- astiioS8sorarden whithahg was shet dasvn. # was & painfol vigty but e fek that he
derstood that we producé&dss and Telwhi | e it was still p | had/an nbfjgatmmto Bturm. Ardl here wete also two trips back to Stalag Luft Il
e Despite the effort that wentin 1976 and 1995, both in the company of a group of veterans and their wives.

~ into every production, plays ran On his last visit, a fellow prisoner made a comment that struck Joe as particu-

~ for only four or five perform-1 ar |l y poignant: AThis one guy <came up
ances, just enough to alloweacand he sai d to me, 6You know, the onl
person in the camp to see themh. aughi ng. 8 And, you know, I was kind ¢
Costumes came from a shop ipartofmyjo®t o make people | augh. o At Stal a
Ber |l in, r ent e d jobavThe first wasrwritingopandedeceding secret messages. The second was helping
money and transported by aeople escape. Not through a tunnel or under the wire but through theater and the
guar d. i s i g n @aer of theimagimation.| e t hat
they would not be used for es- ~~~
cape purposes, 0JOE EONSOLMAGNDO seavdddas a rpvigator onJdmmes M. Stewart and the
t hat t he e s c ap €laranee rkischear trews in fthie 8@&lFth Bomb Squadron. He currently lives in
its own tailors who could makeEnglewood, Florida.

n Bgtter civilian clothes than weDAVID GUSS is a professor in the department of anthropology, of which he is

The South Compound Theater, a photograph take

a German guard coul d rent . 0 T hhair His reaemtavorkahbssncludea an exhibition celebrating the glory days of the
i excellent orchestra with instru-old movie theaters in Somerville, Massachusetts.
ments provided by the International Y.M.C.A. ALEX NABAUM holds a B.F.A. in illustration from Utah State University and

Of the many productions he di Plaladelphid liveslio Btéhswithf his wierand feur children. Hshwolik ihgs afpeared in dime,
Story, the play on which the 1940 Kat haNawsweek, he NdwYork Tires, IRallingvsdose, Fast Carghany, dndvemanyh aither
people, 0 he recalled with satisfact i opohlicattrBhe Hepburn part was played by J
fighter pilot shot down over North Africa. He was our premier leading lady and was in

t d d b 1 d . 0 Bi ! j i j il
o1 ¢ Squadron, played the 3immy avenari DQOUKNCW ADY Of These Men 7, ¢
file, Col ice. i ing hi ion thi
Tateras a gruri pority physician o ffom the 423rd Bomb Squadron?

nAs | |l ook back, o0 Joe reflected, it he moSt(lf)}oﬂi‘ﬂd’bdnf’a&ttDr.Wé’rr‘lth\H‘llPam§id was t he
because it was an escape, both working in it and attending the theater. For the people in y "
the theater it was both time consuming and attention consuming. It was even better than at (325) 2863399 or vwilliams@acu.edu)

reading. 0 A Thedrd Mrtsveerntti celveeni fur t her , cl ai mi
needed by the fighting man, it is in the prison camp that the need becomes an urge almost
as strong as hunger itself. Men will go to any length of ingenuity and courage to satisfy
it.o

On January 27, 1945, the curtain fell for the last time. Colonel Charles Goodrich, the
senior American officer, interrupted a performanceYad u Canét Tatoe |t
announce that the camp was to be evacuated in 30 minutes. With the Russians approach-
ing from the east, Hitler had ordered that all 10,000 prisoners be moved. They left at 11
p.m. in a column that stretched for 20 miles. It was a hellish, da®kjourney through
freezing snowstorms. Joe remembers it as the low point of his P.O.W. experience. The
destination was Moosburg, a massive camp 30 miles north of Munich. Growing to more
than a hundred thousand prisoners over the next several months, it made Stalag Luft Il
seem like a resort. Bedbugs, fleas, and lice forced the prisoners out of the huts and into

tents, though the ground was sopping wit esembl ed
hobo village, 0 Joe would | ater write. An red enter
impossible as prisoners simply held on till the end. It came on April 29, when a tank bat-
talion from Pattondés Third Army finally | iberated_ the_ camp. The foll owing
committed suicide. San Diego Reunion Sneak Preview
As for Joe, he never returned to Medford. He took a job in New York writing for the
Journal of CommerceThis led him to the Midwest, where he went to work for Chrysler. Save the Date!
He also put together three collections of his own essays and edited several newsletters, 7
including that for the former prisoners of war of Stalag Luft Ill. And his theatrical ca- OCtOber 27 30’ 2011
reer? He received a special commendation for the work he did in the camp and its impor- ThursdaySunday morning Checkout
tant contribution to morale. He also wrote two new plays, both of them performed at
P.O.W. reunions. One of them was callBahnel Biersteirand the other, with a fond Hollday Inn San Diego Bayside

look back,Strictly From Hunger: A Farce in One Act
Room Rates $105
Singles, Doubles, Triples, Quads
All the same price!

Visit the 306th Website

Full reunion details in January Echoes

WWW. 3O6bg .0rg and on the 306th Website in early January

DONATIONS FOR THE
306TH BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION

Those who are able are asked to make an annual contribution to keep everything running smoothly in our Association. There are no duesd so your gift is
needed to support the 306th operations. Your gift is tax-deductible.

Name

Send to:
Street and No. Joel LaBo, Treasurer

306th Bomb Group Association
875 S. Worth
City, State & Zip Birmingham, Michigan 48009

Telephone No. 306th Unit Date

Email Address
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TUNNEL “HARRY”
Stalag Luft 3, 1944
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The Great Escape! Fact or Fiction?

By Trenton Dietz
Thurman Shuller Intern

Hollywood has been making movies about World War 1l since before the war W
even over. The result is an entire video library of films lk&sablancaThe Longest
Day, andSaving Private RyarOne of these famous war filmsTte Great Escapehe
story of an Allied escape attempt from a POW cariipe Great Escap& iconic and
entertaining, but is it actually based in fact?

The film is at least loosely based on an escape attempt from Stalag Luft Ill loca
near what was then Sagan, Germany. Stalag Luft Ill was opened on March 21, 19443
was evacuated on January 27, 1945 as the Soviet Army approached. During its o
tion, the camp housed both British and American airmen, some of whom were from
306th Bomb Group. Stalag Luft lll was built to deter escape attempts; but despitsg
purposeful design, it was the site of numerous escape attempts including what mg
the most famous escape of World War Il.

This escape owes much of its fame to the flihe Great Escapehich is certainly
not a documentary retelling of the acHt
the film are often based on either specific individuals from Stalag Luft Il or as comp
ite characters, representing several actual individuals. However, even those charg
who represent specific people do not have the same names as the people they rep
For example, Squadron Leader Roger Bartlett (played by Richard Attenborough) re
sents Squadron Leader Roger Bushell.

Obviously one of the most di stinct
AHI Il ts, 0 also known as the fACool er Ki
characters or character traits from t

represented Flight Lieutenant Barry Mahon, an American involved in many escape

Around the
eighth air force

Special Dispatch to the 306th Echoes

Ellyn Craigie
Reporter AtLarge

Greetings from Abilene, TX! Here is a brief v
date of upcoming events and items related tg
Eighth Air Force that hopefully will be of interg
to you.

New York, New Yorki On October 15th, th
History Channel announced they would be ai
their film, WWII in HD: The Air Waion Novembe
10, 2010 at 9PM EST. The film will be brod
casted several more times in November: No\

November 14 at 10 pm EST, and on Novembe
at 2 am EST. This film retells the story of
Mighty 8th Air Force as they go into battle prion
the D-Day Invasion. This film includes some U
seen stock footage of some aerial battles, airme
the bases, and the devastation in Germany.
Luftwaffe perspective is also highlighted. So t
into the History Channel on November 10 to w3
their latest installment on this wonderful series.

Barksdale Air Force Base, LA The 8th Air
Force Museum has begun restorations on-%2
Model D. These planes began to fly in the Vietn
War and held 84 bombs in the bomb bay. For 1
they are restoring the paint job and replacing
sheetmetal. They hope to have it ready and
stored for the Bar ksoc¢
scheduled in April 2011.

Earlier in the year, the base restored-a7Bthat
belonged to Major General Lewis E. Lyle of
303rd Bomb Group. He passed away April 6, 2
He was the founder of the Mighty 8th Air Fo
Museum, and his monument along with his pl
(newly restored) reside at the museum in Savar
GA.

Savannah, GA The Mighty 8th Museum |
opening its doors for
agilitary veterans will be recognized and will
ceive a special ticket price of $5 all day. This e
is scheduled to be held on Thursday, Novembe
2010 as an all day event.

The museum is also hosting the second an
®Bi ggest Little Chris
fandanda-half hour long event at the muse
pateere it includes a DJ, cash bar, 2 entrée by
tred much more. From 6:30 to 7:30 PM there
b the cocktail hour right before the festivities

ber 11 at 1 am EST, November 13 at 5 pm E
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pre-To contact the museum for more informa

tempts including the nAGreat Escape. 0

wine Dancing will go until 11PM. This wonderful
holiday event is being held on Friday, December
17, 2010. Last year, this event was sold out yery
quiekly, s@ makenstirg to méke a reservafioG spen t
pA-fifty percent deposit will be made at the time of
thergeservation and all money and forms must be in

ion

ttl e
il m
epr e
pe. o
f 0

about the ABiggest Li

cdllar acters from the f

ng. o Hi IPP-I@Bom&9 have r
oler

h e act u:E,-la\fljannah %ilsi&t Esca

at- Phone: (912) 7488888, Ext. 108

Ma h on )d(912p7@8@2djg part q

Squadrons for American volunteers (explaining how an American could be in the Bri
section of the camp). Mc Queenbds f amou
fiction.

Interestingly, many of the details of the film are highly accurate. The methods
concealing the tunnels were well portrayed (though the tunnel names and the co
ment do not necessarily align) and bed boards indeed were used in construction
tunnels. Other details are not so well portrayed. For example, executions did not
en masséut in small groups.

H
1S11
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Return of the Heroes

The 306th BG Association Board of Directors Move to
Join The East Anglia Air War Project and Tour Wartime
England One More Time

— m— —

Al o6l | Be Seeing Youo
A Tour of the Airfields of the Mighty Eighth

Dr. Vernon L. Williams and the East Anglia Air War Project will be leading a
tour of World War Il England next summer. It is a chance for 306th veterans and
their families to return once again to Thurleigh and visit many wartime sites. Wil-
liams has spent the last decade working on Eighth Air Force film projects in East
Anglia and brings much to this tour. Follow in his footsteps along the back roads

of Engl and, di scover the people who I|ived near their AYankso during
encounter the airfields that remain scattered across the landscape of rural England.

There is much | eft of the fAcommunityo that devel oped between the Br
Yanks so long ago. The air war from these pleasant meadowlands will soon be the

subject of the first b o o4dongtresearchoeffoet. o u t of Williamsd deca

de
Join him in retracing the story of the 306th and other bomb groups in the nearblPp: The James M. Stewart crew, 367th Bomb Sq“adron This crew was
1st Air Division who flew their missions from these small villages and towns Sd(?{er lost, tb”t Joe IColnsolmagno the navigator, remained f‘t Tr}]“”e'gh tréat day
tered across East Anglia and the Midlands. ue o I ness (see page 0r onsc

ewart (P), William Dickey (CP), Raymond Schmoyer (BT), Hugh Langan
Proceeds from the tour will benefit the East Anglia Air War Project and Back row: Thomas McMillan (Rof Char |!1es Meriwether (E) Jack

l'iamso6 efforts to preserve the hi 5’(/\/he@llér@'I’G)Q]Jhndre nfer (B)) Qrdert & fop 1dft:N Bsepk Eofstint aéfho(ﬁ)'
contribution to the victory won over the skies of Europe. The East Anglia Projgséth Bomb Group Archives.

is the driving force behind the preservation of the 306th archives and the work e | ow: First Over Ger many Dinner, p
306th student interns at Abilene Christian University. This tour will help fuRdet urno t o General Richard Newton, D
their work. Personnel, USAF. Left to right: Trent Dietz (Thurman Shuller Intern), Emi
Johnson (Donald Ross Intern), Ellyn Craigie (Peg Haapa Intern), General New-
London - Portsmouth-Dover-Ch ur ¢ hi | }Gambrigge t %" Pr- Vvernon L. Williams, historia
Airfields in the Midlands - Airfields in East Anglia
Thurleigh Memorial Museum - Bedford

Tour Website: www.306bg.org
and click on oOoOTour o button

May 27-June 4, 2011
9 Days/8 Nights Tour: $1990

$800 Single Supplement
Book your own flight.
Flight and transfers not included.

Deposit Deadline: December 20, 2010
(application form & itinerary available on 306th website)

For more information, visit the tour website or call
Dr. Vernon L. Williams for additional details: (325) 28399

306th Bomb Group veterans and their families visit the new Air Force Memorial dufing
the Washington, D.C. reunion in October. Notice the changing fall colors behind this
most handsome group. More reunion photos coming in the JaEchogs t ! !




