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Forward & Address Correction

Lt. Louis Means assisted in the Lishon Station 24 Feb 44.

The Quality Of Mercy Wins
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“The Quality of Mercy,” by Louis S. Means. Aptos, CA, Pelican Press, 1996. 300 pp.

If you are into WWII books, and want to read one that won't let you go, that will keep
glued to each page, then you may have found it in this book, authored by a 367th nav-
igator.

Louis Means, and his wife, Elizabeth, who was the editor and who saw the project
through to publication after his death in 1979, made a great team, and the resulting book
is indeed a treasury of good writing and good editing,making a compelling story that
keeps you coming back for moare.

Unlike many books of this genre, there is no let down. The pace is not frenetic, but it
moves along steadily and its conclusion is satisfying.

Fourth Mission

Louis Means came to combat 23 Apr 43 on Frank Clemons' crew, which was
assigned to the 367th. They moved quickly into combat flying, and on their fourth mis-
sion 15 May, they were shot down, with six crew members lost and four who survived.
As was so typical on many losses, the three officers and engineer from the front of the
plane survived (Clemons was drowned), while the five crew members behind the bomb
bay were lost.

How Means did the book, | am not sure. But he must have kept copious notes along
the way to include the amazing amount of detail of the events that surrounded his days
of survival at the hands of the German.

It appears that he received superb medical and surgical care, that he had ample food
through most of the experience, and that he indeed encountered an interesting array of
Germans, Americans, Brits and others who are the characters we learm about as Louis
tells his extraordinary story.

Bailing out over the water, Louis' parachute was blown landward and he landed on
his back in a garden at Cuxhaven, a coastal community near Bremen. Their target for
the day had been Wilhelmshaven, but Helgoland became the target because of weath-
er.

Louis was known for much of his life as Lucky, and that appelation continued o be with him as he

worked his way through two hospitals in Germany, and finally at Stalag Lutt Ill in Sagan, Poland. He
also had a stay at Dulag Luft, before his assignment to the hospital at Obermassfeld, a tiny German
hamiet.

Louis sums up his feelings in a paragraph tucked away in the chapter that finally took
him home in 1944, a year after his plane was shot down:

“¥es, all my senses had been insulted many times and complimented many times
these past twelve months. | had good experiences and bad experiences, had met good
people and bad, had seen life and death separated only by the circumstance of fate and
fiming. Didn't the good far overshadow the bad? Wasn't living far better than dying? | had
been fortunate. My conviction deepened that people are much the same no matter what
tongue they speak or what national banner they follow. | had found mercy. There were
no unhealed wounds to fester and destroy. | was at peace with the world”

It is to be hoped that a number of you will opt for buying the book, which can be
obtained from Pelican Press, PO Box 1766, Aptos, CA 95001-1766. The cost is $19.95,
plus $2.50 for shipping and handling. California residents will also need to add 8.5%

Late Adds Possible

For England

There will be planes leaving from
across the United States on Sunday, 11
May, with at least 30 persons bound for 11
days of travel in England.

YOU can be among those travelers if
you make up your mind right now that you
want to go and have a valid passport in
hand. To join the last 306th tour back to
Bedford and Thurleigh call without delay
BOO/B78-7B00. This will be Tripmasters,

and they will make every effort to accom-
modate your request however late.

Once aboard your plane to London you
will be heading for Gatwick airport to the
south of the great city, and will make the
acquaintance of Peter Swan, our driver
guide, and those cther passengers who
will be spending this time in the onetime
haunts of the 306th.

Arrival At The Swan

Later in that first day we will arrive at
the Swan Hotel in Bedford, on the banks
of The Great River Quse, and just a
stone’s throw from the Com Exchange,
the site of many a dance during WWII
days. Downtown Bedford may not look
quite the same, because like most cities, it
has changed. But there will be that unmis-
takeable flavor of England about, and
John Howard will still be looking down at
you from atop a rock across the way from
the Swan.

After four nights in Bedford, and visiting
Thurleigh (for the turnover of our monu-
ment site to the 306th Bomb Group
Association), a brief stop at Madingley
cemetery, and a visit to the Imperial War
Museum at Duxford, there will be ample
time to roam the streets of Bedford with a
map that will provide you clues to where
things were during the war. f you have
friends or relatives still in the area, time will
be there for you to visit them as well.

There will also be opportunities to visit
Woburn Abbey, home of the Duke of
Bedford, and a great museum and animal
park, as well as Coventry and Stratford.

Once we |leave Bedford, Peter Swan
will head the bus for Woodstock, Blenheim
Palace, Stonehenge, Salisbury and finally
our hotel in Southampton.

On Saturday, the 17th, we will be head-
ed back for London, via Exeter (where Sir
Francis Drake planned his forays against
the enemies afloat), and finally to the

(Turn to page 2)
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Our ‘97 Road
Goes South
To Orlando

A goodly crowd is hoped for at Orlando,
6 through 9 November, for the annual
reunion of the 306th Bomb Group
Association. It may even go beyond the
500 who came to Las Vegas last fall, as
Orlando is a popular vacation spot with
numerous attractions to be found there for
all ages.

The Adams Mark Hotel, located in cen-
tral Orlando and close to many freasured
spots, is located in the Florida Mall, the
largest mall in Florida, and only a short
distance from |-4, the Beeline Highway,
and close to the Orlando Intemational air-
port.

D. Luke Jacobs and M/Gen. James S.
Cheney, are the co-chairmen for the

ELINICN an

Five different activities have been
arranged on the Thursday and Friday of
the reunion, so that attending one does
not preclude missing another. You can
select any of the five on the two different
days:

Warbird Reconstruction Museum at
Kissimmee; Disney, EPCOT or the MGM
Studio; Universal Studios Florida; Sea
World and Kennedy Space Center, Cape
Canaveral.

The events include round trip bus
transportation, admission tickets, and may
or may not include a scheduled lunch. For
those where it is not scheduled, there are
adequate opportunities for meals in any
variety desired.

A full schedule of activities is to be
found on page 8 of this issue of Echoes.

Saturday morning events include the
annual business meesting of the
Association, and at the same time there
will be a continental breakfast and style
show for the ladies. Because the hotel
lobby opens right into the Mall, there will
be adequate shopping and entertainment
immediate available to all. Breakfast, or
any other non-scheduled meals, can be
taken in the hotel facilities or at numerous
eateries of all types only a few steps away.

Parking facilities for vehicles are to be
found literally at the front door of the hotel.

As is customary at these reunions,
those persons attending are responsible
for making their own hotel reservations,
and including the payment of such bills as
they may accrue.

The deadline for hotel reservations is 5
October 1997, After that date you may be
able to confirm rooms at Adams Mark, but
our block of rooms will have been
removed from their scheduled rentals,
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Income Statement
For Year Ending 3/31/97
306th Bomb Group Association

Cash Balance 3/31/96

Income ltems

Donations

306th Memorial Fund Gifts

Bth Air Force Heritage Center Gifts
5t. Mazaire Special Fund Gifts
Merchandise sales

Profit from sale of special reunion merchandise

Publication sales

1896 Reunion Surplus (inc. $2000 advance)

Secretary's expense account refund
Bank Interest

Expense ltems

Secretary's compensation
Secretary's expense allowance
Secretary's travel expense
Merchandise costs
Publication costs:Echoes

: Directory

: Squadron Diaries

Bth Air Force Heritage Center campaign costs

Special gifts to Thurleigh/Bedford
1997 Reunion advance
Post Office box rental

Cash Balance 3/31/97
Checking account
Savings account
TOTAL

$34,678.11

$20,519.00
1,193.00
14,575.00
1,000.00
4,145.25
394.59
1,134.00
9,587.71
750.00
1,014.01
$54,314.56

$12,000.00
5,400.00
548.71
2,425.39
10,064.70
7,356.16
113.42
452.66
1,537.32
1,000.00
40.00
$40,938.36

$15,793.49
32,260.82

—_—l T

$48,054.31

*{Includes: 306th Memorial Fund $5,336.82); 8th AF Heritage Fund $14,621.78)

R. N. Houser, Treasurer

Maxwell Collection Yields
Few Records for 306th

The editor has made that long
promised trip to the docurment collection
at the Historical Research Center,
Maxwell AFB, AL.

Unfortunately, he did not come home
with a lot of gap fillers for the Group's col-
lection of mission reports. It had been
hoped that many shortcomings of the col-
lection in the Modern Military Records at
National Archives could be owvercome.
But, it was not to be.

In particular, it is disappointing not to be
able to fill in those missing crew interroga-
tion reports and/or mission loading lists.
These are the places in the records where
names appear, showing everyone who

participated on a given raid. We were
largely looking at Combat Wing or Bomb
Division records of the missions.

The only missions for which we found
more than a single page of new data were
22 Mar 44, 21 Jun 44, 6 Apr 45, 13 Apr 45,
17 Apr 45 and 18 Apr 45.

Of these, the most pages were accumu-
lated for the 21 Jun 44 mission, which had
51 planes from the 306th participating, the
third largest number of alc contributed to a
mission by the Group. (Others were Nantes
15 Jun (52) and Hamburg, 20 Jun (53).

Despite adding eight pages to the 21
Jun collection, it is still missing any air
crew information, and other data.

A B-17 In Production
Today Is Hard To Find

By Jim Cheney

The 1997 Reunion in Orando promis-
es many interesting things to do. There's
Disney's Magic Kingdom, EPCOT, MGM
Studios, Kennedy Space Center at Cape
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Robert W. Seelos, president; Joseph A.
Hathaway, vice president; Russell A.
Strong, secretary; Robert M. Houser,
treasurer; Sheldon Beigel, John K.
Hickey, Russell Houghton and Wallace
Packham, directors; M/Gen. James 5.
Cheney, past president; D. Luke Jacobs,
19497 reunion chairman. Ralph Franklin,
Keysoe, Bedfordshire, England, is our
British representative. (Mill Hill, Keysos,
Bads MK44 2HP, England). Telephone
from US: 011-44-1234-708715, in
England 1234-708715.

306th Echoes is published four times annual-
ly: January, April, July and Oectober, and is
malled free of charge to all known addresses
ol 306th personnel, 1842-45. Contributions in
support of thiz effort may be remitted o the
treasurer,

SECRETARY/EDITOR:

Handles all changes ol address, editorial
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Russall A. Strong, 5323 Cheval Pl.,
Charlotte, NC 28205. Phone T04/568-3803.

TREASURER:

Send money fo:

Robert N. Houser, PO, Box 13362,
Des Moines, IA 50310, 515279/4498.

The 306th Bomb Group Historical Association
i5 & Federally lax-exempt organization and as
a veteran's group s classified as 507 {c) (12)

Canaveral and so on.

But there is a surprise attraction in
store for attending 306'ers! About 12 miles
south from the reunion hotel is an opera-
tion that will be of great interest to all who
loved the B-17: The Flying Tigers Warbird
Restoration Museum at Kissimmee,
Florida.

You probably have never heard of it, but
you may have heard of and may have
seen the B-17 and B-24 that move around
the country annually in the "Wings of
History Tour", conducted by the Collings
Foundation, a Massachusetts based edu-
cational organization that helps restore,
display and fiy the warbirds.

Both of these planes were rebuilt in the
Warbird Museum at Kissimmee. Two
more B-17s are in the process of being
rebuilt—or built—at the Warbird Museum.

FORTRESS FLIGHT in a presently
ongoing project of the Warbird Museum,
the restoration of the “Outhouse Mouse" a
B-17 that flew 119 missions with the 91st
Bomb Group (including 12 to Berlin), and
retumned to the U.S in May 1945. It was
finally scrapped at Kingman, Arizona, in
1963.

In your visit to the Museum you will get
a first hand look at how this work is carmied
out. Tom Reilly founded and operates the
Museum. It is a labor of love for him, and
he and his people are geniuses. Just as
an archeologist can discover a bone and
rebuild a dinosaur from it, these people
can take a spar or a part of a fuselage and
reconstruct a complete airplane from such
a fragment-and then fly it!

In a recent press release it was said of
Tomn Reilly and the Museum: “..his is a
working museum and the airplanes he
rebuilds are airworthy, and many are flown

Hail to the
Unsung Clerk

A toast to the Underwood gunner,
Who fought with paper and pen;
Oh, hail to the typewriter runner,
A fighting man among men.

He fought an inglorious battle

Of white paper, red tape, and blue ink
In an office where typewriters rattle
Till a man is unable to think.

He battled the AIR's and orders,
The letters, the memos, the forms
To a point where sanity borders
The lull preceding the storms.

A job without glory or luster;

Just type a letter and file it;

The Purple Shaft, should, with cluster,
Be awarded the Remington pilot.

Their job is not glamorous, not thril-
ling, not medal rewarding, but vitally
essential, and without it no unit could
function.

—Author Unknown

England Again
(From Page 1)

Cumberland Hotel in London. From there
special trips are planned to Canterbury
and Sissinghurst gardens, and to Windsor
Castle, to the west of London.

On Tuesday, 20 May, things will all
reverse, and Peter will take us back to
Gatwick for our flights homne.

Hope to see you at Gatwick on the way
in, and on the way out. Call (800) 878-
7800 today, and check into making
amangements to join us. If you got your
passport in 1988 or later it is still gocd for
another trip abroad.

Tripmasters will do their best to take
care of your travel arrangements.

1997 travelers include Joseph and
Wynon Clark, Delmar and Annie
Corderman, Bill and Joan Edwards, Mikey
Endres, S. M. and Jean Feely, Grover and
Janet Goode, James and De Wilda
Grimes, Jack Hamilton and Marjorie
Hayner, Robert Kreamelmeyer, Robbi
Lanyon, Kathryn Manning, Carl and
Beverly Morrison, Curtis and Skip Oakes,
Russell and June Strong, Elsie and
Pamela Williams, Wilie and Mazel
Williams, Jane Wirtz and Dorothy
Cavaness.

on the air show circuit. His display aircraft
are not the pristine examples roped off
from the public and to be found in many
other museums, never to fly again. Here
you can see the exhaust tracks on the
sides of the planes and there are oil drips
under some after being flown recently.
Even better still, you can walk right up and

Combat Diaries of the 306th Squadrons

306th Echoes, on microfiche
Men of the 306th, on microfiim

Mission Reports

Name:

Day-by-day diaries kept by intelligence officers, of the Squadrons’ combet activities. More than 150 pages,
aisn including piane and personned rosters. Plastc bound,

Mow available from 1676-1994, with a 41-page-index covering those years, Can be viewed at any Brary,

& ol of 16mm fim duplicales the 306th card fils of nearly 3,000 men, including data exdracted from varous
*306th records, and personal data on some of the man. 1995 edition.

Coples of official reports on each mission you flew, including intsligence summaries, track charts, fomations
and crew intenogation reports. Data for some missions may be missing from tha fles. Three missions for $5.

| ORDER FORM  367th Combat Diary $17.00__
368th Combat Diary $17.00__

369th Combat Diary $17.00__

423d Combat Diary | $17.00__

306th ECHOES' Microfiche: 1975-1994 $16.00__

1992-1994 $ 5.00__

Men of The 306th $2000__

Make check payable to 306th Bomb Group Assoclation (prices quoted include postage and packaging charge

touch them. Because it is also a working
musaum, the visitor can hear the sounds
of rivets being driven, look into a wing, and
become a part of the constant activity
involved in restoring these magnificent air-
craft”

Come to the Reunion! Take the tour of
the Warbird Museum! Marvel and ENJOY!

306th PUBLICATIONS

Published materials now available from the Group will help you follow the 306th through the combat period, 1042-5:

Mailing Address:

Send to: Secretary, 306th BGA, 5323 Cheval PI, Charlotte, NC 28205
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Celebrating a
Day in June,
Up for Three

It was 53 years ago on the upcoming 6
June when the 306th joined in one of the
greatest military actions of all time, the
invasion of Normandy, France, a haz-
ardous action which eventually led to the
Allied victory in WWIl over Germany and
the Axis powers, and which was also a
prelude fo victory over Japan in the
Pacific.

Victory finally came in Europe 11
months later, and in 14 months the
Japanese surrendered.

The fliers of the 306th were as keyed
up as any of those men participating in
actions of this one day as any of those
participating in any other of the many and
varied armed actions taking place on the
surface of the English Channel, in the air
over the Channel and the inland target
areas of the USAAF and RAF, and the
60,000 men who were a vital part of the
land action.

It was a day that few in our generation
can forget, and one which today’s genera-
tions cannot comprehend at all.

Three Missions Flown

The 306th flew three missions on 6
June, and the detailed assembly of the
units of the 8th Air Force is pictured at the
right. This is taken from a booklet,
“Sunday Punch in Normandy," which
first appeared in the Wings of War series
of 50 years ago.

This is Book #2 in the series, and is

__subtitied.“The TacticalJse of Heawy

Bombardment in the Normandy Invasion”.

We flew in a series of six-ship
sguadrons on the early moming mission,
and which was over the target at 0709.
Capt. Thomas Wit was the
leader:William D. Fortson 423, Francis H.
Bennett 369, Lowell W. Burgess 369,
Andrew P Kata 369, Cecil C. McKinney
369 and Ethan A. Allen 369; Capt. J.
Bruce McMahon 368: Edward R. Patton
368, Ivan W, Oberhelman 368, John W.
Curtis 368, Charles L. Trigg 368, William
E. Reece 368; Capt. John W. Frazer 423:
John D. Baldwin 423, Kenneth Yass 423,
Wilbur C. Wieland 423, John J, O'Brien
423, Harold W. Fossum 423;

Capt. Carl N. Grending 368: William
H. Breslin 368, Frank L. Krzysion 368,
Dewey O. Jones 368, Elton C. Rabe 368,
Gwynn A. Boswell 368; Capt. Russell S.
Lund 368, Darrell L. Latham 423, Richard
Nickelhoff 423, FE Jack Millette 423,
George C. Berner 423, and Taylor L.
Leady 423; Capt. Loy F. Peterson 368
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Eldon L. Ralstin 369, Richard F. Vogel 363,
Clifford F. Baxter 369, Richard D. Buttorff
369, Wiliam O. Thompson 369; Lt. Perry
E. Raster 367: Wiliams H. McNeil 367,
Joseph W. Pedersen 367, Talmadge D.
McDenough 367, Edward J. Magner 367,
and Winston M. Wood 367,

Second Mission
at 0730

Twelve a/c took part in the second mis-
sion of the day, with none attacking the
target. They were Capt. Earl W. Kesling
423: Charles M. Tell 367, Ben H. Peaters
367, Edward W. Locke 367, William R.
Allen 367, William H. Erwin 368, Morris D.
Reed 369, George J. Mapes 367, Earl R.
Saunders 369, W. Brad Butterfield 367,
Lioyd E. Jofins 369. Takeoff had been
about 0730.

Take off at 1800,

Mission 3

The third and last mission of the day
took off at about 1800 with Maj. Charles
E. Flannagan 369 leading: Joseph W.
Pedersen 367, Winston M. Wood 367,
Edward J. Magner 367, Wiliams H.
McNeil 367, Virgll W. Dingman 367, Frank
L. Krzyston 368, Dewey O. Jones 368,
Gwynn A. Boswell 368, John W. Curtis
368, Wiliam H. Breslin 368, Wiliam E.
Reece, Russell S. Lund 368, Damell L.
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Latham 423, Richard Nickelhoff 423, F.
Jack Millette 423, George C. Berner 423,
Taylor L. Leedy 423, Clifford F. Baxter 369,
Richard F. Vogel 369, Francis H. Bennett
369, Richard D. Buttorff 369, Andrew F
Kata 369, Lowell W. Burgess 368, J. Bruce
MciMahon 368, Elton C. Rabe 368, Ethan
A. Allen 369, Wilbur C. Weiland 423, John
J. OBrien 423, Kenneth Yass 423,
Taimadge G. McDonough 367, lvan W.
Cberhelman 368, Charles L. Trigg 368,
Cecil C. McKinney 369, Eldon L. Ralstin
369 and William O. Thompson 369.

Eighty-seven alc flew the two missions,
with 52 different pilots participating. All but
two of the third mission pilots had also
fiown the first mission. The second mis-
sion was a different roster altogether.

B-17 Among USPS
Classic Stamps

There will be a new sheet of stamps
issued by the U.5. Postal Service in
July that will probably catch your eye -
and you may want to buy a sheet so
that you can discuss these classics
with your grandchildren.

OUR era planes include the Flying
Fortress, Mustang, Corsair, Lightning,
DC-3 and a Wildcat - or, as you may
better know them: B-17, P-51, P-38,
DC-3, and F4F,

Almost all of the planes really come
within our era of remembrance, and
were selected for this collection of Col.
Walter Boyne.



















