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which is now included in the Memorial.

Station lll Sold; Memorial Stays

For what its worth, RAF Thureigh;
Station 111, and RAE Bedford no longer
exist!

Oh. the land is still there, our memaori-
al ie still there, even some of the old
306th buildings still stand, but the 1200
acre site sweeping across North
Bedfordshire has been sold. Now it is
Thurleigh Airfield Business Park.

Derrick Hockney, senior land agent,
Central Disposal Unit, Ministry of
Deiense, has revealed to Ralph Franklin,
the 206th representative in the Bediord

area, that on 21 Aug the deal was final-
ized to transfer fitle to 3t Modwen
Properties PLC, a Bimingham-based
land development company.

Hockney and Franklin have worked
together for quite some time, as Frankdin
briefed Hockney over much of a day on
the hisiory of the airfield so that Hﬂle land
agent could make a presenta_uun to
Members of Parliament conceming the
whole matter.

Thurleigh as an airfield dates back 10
Jul 40 when work first began on the prop-
erty for the Briish govemnment. By 30
Jun 41 the perimeter irack, two runways
of 1600 yards and 1100 yards, respec-
tively, were compieted along with three
aroups of dispersal poinis. On 24 Jul 41
an RAF warrant officer and 34 men of
ihe RAF arrived to apen the base.

By Oct 41 Thurleigh became one of
several airfields in the immediate areé
designated for American use. and they
became the sites of the original First
Wing hases. This selection was based In

large measure on ielephone linkage
being available between the several
bases and what became Wing head-
guarters near Huntingdon.

Lead Up to Americans

Americans first visited the base 28
Oct 41, and then went on to nearby Little
Staughton. As the new year opened the
RAF became more active and RAF 160
Squadron moved in on 16 Jan. They
brought B24 Liberator aircraft with them,
and they then abruptly departed 23 Feb
42 for Karachi, India. Prior to 160 leaving
18 OTU came and they flew Wellington
bombers. This became the unit which
trained members of the Polish Air Force
in exile. 18 OTU and its planes left 3 Jun
42 and left atf the base the 2813 Air
Defence Squadron, which held the “fort”
uniil members of the 306th made their
first appearance 7 Sep 42,

By the time the 306th arrived there
were three runways at Thurleigh: #1, NE-
SW, was 1970 yards in length; #2, NW-
SE, was approximately 1400 yards, and
#3, N-5, was also 1400 yards. The
expansion work being carrfed on at
Thurleigh was under the direction of the
British Air Ministry Works Directorate.

When the B-17s amived the runways
were under repair. Crews were laying 80
bays of concrete on #1, and repairing the
center section of #2. A detachment of
1J.S. Engineers was repairing the

perimeter track.

{See Page 3)
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Your Gifts Keep
Echoes, Directory

This is the last issue of Echoes for
1856.

There is nothing astounding in this
fact, but it helps point to a problem that
all of us need to help rectify - the status
of our treasury.

You will receive, after this Echoes, a
copy of the 1996 Directory of the
306th. We are down about 50 names
from our last issue, in 1994, But the
drop in numbers has not been as
abrupt as we might have expected.

And the number of registrations for
the Las Vegas reunion points to a
goodly representation of our member-
ship there. That is gratifying. But there-
in lies a part of the problem. There is
enclosed in the Directory a reply enve-
lope, and these need to be returned in
quantity to the treasury if we are going
to pay the bill for the Directory.

If each of you receiving this book will
drop a $10 bill in the envelope and
send it on its way, there will be nothing
o worry about.

And, if you haven't yet made your
contribution to the 306th for 1996,
please do so in the next three months,
so that we wind up the year with a rea-
sonably hiealthy balance in our treasury.

October 1986, Val. 21, No. 4

Las Vegas!
Are You Ready?

More than 500 men, their spouses,
families and assorted guests are aiming
themselves towards Las Vegas, plan-
ning to arrive for the reunion opening
there in the Riviera Hotel late on Monday,
28 October.

Edward J. Hennessy, 365th pilot, and
M/Gen. Bamey Rawlings, 367th pilot,
are the co-chaimmen for the event, while
Christine Rawlings has become well
acquainted with all of you during her
functions as treasurer for the reunion and
handling all of the reunion reservations.

If all goes as expected (based on our
1988 experiences in Las Vegas with the
same crew in charge), it will be a smooth

functioning event, little trouble by all of
the peripherals offered in this world cen-
ter for entertainment, gambling and
vacationing. Oh yes, an increasing num-
ber of our people have also found it a fine

place to five, especially in retirement.

- There are those who travel ke the

turtle, carying their home on their backs,
and they too will be accommodated. RY
reservations can be made at
CircusCircus, by calling (B00)444-Circus.
This park is across Las Vegas Bivd. from
the Riviera and north two or three blocks.
A map elsewhere in this issue will show
you just where the hotel is. Rates are
$12.72 weeknights and $16.92 week-
ends.

Many are expected to armive at the
Riviera on Sunday, and probably the bulk
of the group will be in Monday, in time for
the evening performance of “Splash IY",
a water show that has received rave
notices for a long time. You should be at
the "gate” by 6:45 in order to get seated
property. This is one of the features
offered in the reunion registration fee,

The hospitality area will open at 10
a.m. and continue until 6 p.m., with a
cash bar available from 3 1o 6.

You should have received from the
registration office a copy of the form
which you sent in earlier with your
money, which will serve as your reminder
as o just what events you had commit-
ted yourself to participate in.

The buses will be up and on the road
promptly on Tuesday and Wednesday
momings, to enable you to see some of
the region's exofic real estate, decorated
by Mother Nature with a lavish paint
brush.

On Tuesday momings there will be at
least two buses leaving for the Mount
Charleston-Lee Canyon tour and the
Red Rock Canyon tour. Grayline buses
will carry you in comfort, lunch will be
served at good places, and you will be
retumning at 3:30 p.m.

That will give you a few minutes to
nap, freshen up and be ready to leave at
5:30 for King Arthur's Tournament at The
Excalibur. If you missed the jousting dur-
ing the war years this will be your chance

(See Page 2)



{continued from page 1)

to shampen up on just how toumaments
were run by Arthur and others around
England during one foolish age. These
buses will retum about 8:30, and that will
give you an opportunity o check your
“friendly” slot machines for the best
break of the day.

Wednesday will be spent back on the
buses, with earlier departure hours, first
for the West Rim tour along the Grand
Canyon, a scene you have not seen in all

likelihood. It is three hours each way on Stz e+ W T N Lz Vg e Termeal

the buses and then three hours for your

WASHIMNGTON AVE.

viewing pleasure along the rim, with a
barbeque lunch at the Rim lookout site. ‘
This tour will retum at 5 pm.

A second Grayline tour depariments
at 7:45 a.m. and retums about 3:30 to e Cranssten
take you to Hoover Dam (remember W Coaiason i
reading about this in your Weekly
Reader?, a half century or so to the rear).
During that time you will spend 90 min-
utes on a air conditioned stem whesler

around Lake Mead. Lunch will be at the
Gold Strike Inn.

Table reservations for Thursday's
banguet will be available from 3 fo &
Wednesday in the hospitality area. You
will have to bring eight (8) tickets with you
to get your reservation verified.

Thursday moming features the annu-
al meeting of the Association, and the
officers and directors will have had their
meetings on Monday after amival. We
thini that the 306th is one of the few of
these organizations that does not hold
meetings of its officers during the year.
We have had one such in 20 years and
don't believe the expense is justified.
Instead, meetings are held by confer-
ence ielephone and primarily by mail.
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o pou filed out that most of Thursday

svenis are coverad by the univarsal reg-
istration feg: Cociktail party, deluxe ban-
quet dinner, Big Band dance party and
the souvenir photos that will be taken at
vaour tables and retumed to you thers
before you leave.

It you haven't registered yet, check
out the forms on the back page, and put
in a call o Christine Railings, (702)877-
2303, and the Riviera Hotel, (800) &634-
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So You Want to
Live the Longest

If you are planning to be the longest

B

The 306th Bombardment Group Historical
Bszocliation: MiGen. James 5. Chenegy,
president; Robert W. Seelos, vice-
president; Russell A. Strong, secretary;
Robart M. Houser, treasurar, Directors:
Joseph RB. Hathaway. John K. Hickey,
Wallace Peckiam and Donald N. Snook; C.
Dale Briscoe, past president; Edward J.
Hennessy, 1996 reunion chairman. Ralph

Frankiin, Keysoe, Bediordshire, England, have quite a long time to live, reveals a
is our British representative. (Whll Hill,

Keysoe, Beds MK44 2HP, England.  Tele- piece in the August issue of Air Force
phone from US: 011-44-1234-708715, in T

England 1234-708715. gazine. ‘

306th Echoes is published four times annually: The  longevity records  are:

January, April, July and October, and is malled . .
free of charge 1o all known addresses of 306th Revolutionary War, 109; War of 1821,

personnal, 1942-45. Contributions in support of 105; Mexican War, 98: Civil War, North,

this affort may be remitted io the treasurar.
SECRETABY/EDITOR: 109; Civil War, South, 112; Indian Wars,

Handles all changes of address, editorial 101, and SpanishAmerican War, 108.

comments and records: , o
Russell A. Strong, 5323 Cheval PI,, Then, if we say the median birth year

Charlotte, NC 26205. Phone 704/568-3803. for men of the 306th was 1920, that puts

living veteran of any American war, you

rﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ'ﬁ " the marker out there at 2032 at least,

tributio . . .

ggnﬂ ‘:ﬁn Houser, P.O. 5;:(2 13362, That's a long time to be annoying your
ines, |4 50310, 515/279-49%. reat-grandchildren and great-great-

Des Moines, \ storical Assoaitin great-g . great-g
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Combat Diaries of the 306th Squadrons

306th PUBLICATIONS

Published materials now available from the Group will help you follow the 306th through the combat period, 1942-5:

Day-by-day diaries kept by intelligence officers, of the Squadrons' combat activities. More than 150 pages,

aleo including plane and personnel rosters. Plastic bound.
306th Echoes, on microfiche

Now available from 1876-1994, with a 41-pags indax covering those years. Can be viewed at any fbrary.

Men of the 306th, on microfilm

A ole of 16mm fim duplicates the 306th card file of nearly 9,000 men, including data exiracted from various

*306th records, and personal data on some of the men. 1905 adition,

Mission Reporis

Copies of official reports on each mission you flew, including inteligence summeries, irack charts, formations

and crew [ntermogation reports. Data for some missions may ba missing from the files. Three missions for $5.

OHDEH Fo RM 367th Combat Diary 51700
368th Combat Diary $17.00
369th Combat Diary $17.00__
423rd Combat Diary $17.00__
306th ECHOES' Microfiche: 1975-1994 $15.00___

1892-1954 $ 500 _
Men of The 306th $20.00__
HMake check payable to 906th Bomb Group Assoclation (pricas quoted Include postage and packaging charge
MNarme:
Mailing Address:

Send to: Secretary, 306th BGA, 5323 Cheval Pl., Charlotte, NC 28205






















