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William Landrum, 367th gunner, “rechristens” the Rose of York during ceremonies with this 1/5 Air Force replica of the famed lead aircraft, at Des Moines, IA.
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Al the original christening, Princess Elizabeth swings a bottle of English cider at a plate mounted
on the nose guns, 6 July 1944, Col. George L. Robinson, Group CO, is at the right.

More Color Pages 6, 7, 12

450 Attend Des Moines
Reunion; Rechristen
‘Rose of York’

To the 450 people attending,
Des Moines offered some special
treats that won’t soon be forgot-
ten!

There was the “rechristening”
of the Rose of York and the flights
of the various small aircraft, the
visits to Pella, Amana Colonies
and the Bridges of Madison
County, and certainly one of the
highlights was the dynamic, com-
pelling banquet speech of Gen.
Richard Lawson USAF(ret).

One of things that everyone
went away knowing was that the
Des Moines committee had given
it their all, and that the Crystal Inn
provided all that it had contracted
to provide.

Everyone was pleased with the
significant infusion of first time re-
union attendees who found their
ways to the cornfields of lowa,
whether by car or plane. The PX
did a land office business in sales
of books, T-shirts, hats, squadron
patches and other memorabilia.

Tour buses were busy Thursday
and Friday, carrying people over
a wide area around Des Moines,
and people found the pork chop-
featuring lowa Farm Dinner a
treat, the tours in among some
significant buildings within the
city, and especially the Gover-

nor's Mansion, a beautifully re-
stored mansion of the mid 1800s.
Although only purchased by the
state in the 1970s, there is evi-
dent pride in providing the funds
for restoration and maintenance.

Certainly one of the major high-
lights was the Friday afternoon
trip out to see the 1/5 Air Force
perform with flying models. But
disappointment was also there as
high ground winds prevented the
flying of the 20-foot wingspan B-
17 and the 30-foot B-29. We did
see the B-17 conduct extensive
taxi tests, but always the gusts
caused the “pilot" to decide not
to risk flying the plane (worth
about $75,000).

Opening this afternoon event
was the “rechristening” as William
Landrum, 367th, who was the ball
turret gunner on the Rose of York,
at the time of the original chris-
tening by the then-Princess, and
now Queen Elizabeth. He was the
only member of the flying crew
and ground crew able to be in at-
tendance.

The crowd cheered as
Landrum, leaning on his cane,
poured the champagne over the
plastic nose of the miniature
craft.
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First 306th
POW Succumbs

Albert W. LaChasse, the first member
of the 306th Bomb Group to enter a Ger-
man prison camp, died in August in Ha-
waii, while vacationing there with his wife,
Dodie.

As bombardier on the John Qlson
crew, LaChasse was one of three men
to escape from the “Snoozy |I" after it was
heavily attacked by GAF planes on the 9
October 42 mission to Lille, France. This
was the first raid of the Group after arriv-
ing in England for combat. His two fel-
low crew members were William J. Gise,
navigator, and Erwin D. Wissenback, top
turret gunner, both of whom evaded cap-
ture and returned to England unscathed.

For years at reunions LaChasse la-
beled himself the "First Pigeon," having
flown with the 367th Clay Pigeon squad-
ram.

After getting out of prison camp,
LaChasse returned to Glendale, CA, and
became a prominent figure in the Glen-
dale real estate business, continuing until
retirement

He viewed life with great enthusiasm,
and said that he felt his upbeat style got
him through the prison camp experience
without encountering the difficulties that
many men carried home with them and
were often burdened with for the post-
war years.

LaChasse leaves his wife and four
s0ns.

Tales of the 94th?

Remember when two squadrons of
the 94th Bomb Group came to Thurleigh
to learn about combat operations and
mission flying? A West Coast writer is
trying to find out more about it, and is
particularly interested to “conversing”
with ground crews whao serviced the 94th
planes while they were with us. If you
were involved, contact Paul Files at 9200
Baring Way, Everstt, WA 98208,
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The 306th Bombardment Group His-
torical Association: C, Dale Briscoe,
president; M/Gen. James S. Cheney,
vice president; Russell A, Strong, sec-
retary, Robert N. Houser, treasurer.
Directors: Joseph R. Hathaway, John
K. Hickey, Wallace Peckham and
Donald M. Snook; William F. Cava-
ness, past president; Wallace D Bor-
ing, 1995 reunion chairman. Ralph
Franklin, Keysoe, Bediordshire, En-
gland, is our British representative.

J06th Echoes is published four times annually;
January, Apnl, July and October, and is mailed
free of charge to all known addresses of 306th
personnel, 1842-45. Contributions in support
of this effort may ba remitted to the treasurer,

SECRETARY/EDITOR:
Handles all changes of address,
editorial comments and records.

Russell A. Strong, 5323 Cheval PI.,
Charlotte, NC 28205. Phone 704/
568-3803.

TREASURER:
Send contributions to:

Robert N. Houser, P.O. Box 13362,
Ef;a Moines, |A 50310, 515/279-

The 306th Bomb Group Historical Association
is a8 Federally fax-exempt organization and as
a vetaran's group is classified as 501(c)(19).
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The new painting of the Thurleigh school, made possible through our 1884 grant, is shown as
held by Arthur Hart, chairman of the school governors, Ralph Franklin, 306th British
representative, and Elizabeth Newton, head teacher at the school. Part of iast year’s grant was
also used to provide fencing for the school's swimming poaol.

Mark C. Branstetter, 204th Finance
and 982nd MP, died in Apr 61 at MacDill
AFB, TX,

Warren E. Cain, 369th radio opera-
tor (William Denton crew), is deceased.
He joined the Group 29 Aug 44 and
served through the end of combat.

Freel L. Colvard, 423rd waist gunner
(Pervis Youree crew), died in 1993 in
Glendale Springs, NC.

Hugh N. Cook, 367th gunnery officer
late in the war, is deceased.

James C. Edwards, 367th radio op-
erator (Wilford Bergener crew), died 6
May 84 in Novato, CA. He came to com-
bat 16 Feb 45, His wife survives,

LTC Henry J. Engel, 423rd pilot, died
1 Apr 80 in San Antonio, TX, where he
had lived following his USAF retirement
In 1872. He came to the 306th on John
Bartlett's crew 5 Jul 43 and was the 89th
officer to complete a combat tour, 4 Jan
44,

Charles E. Fehr, 368th radic me-
chanic and later radio operator, died 17
Feb 91 in Midwest City, OK. He was MIA
17 Apr 43 at Bremen (w. Fred Gillogly),
and a POW,

Thomas V. Furlong, 423rd radio op-
erator (Donald Cheney crew), died in
1981 in Ansonia, CT. He came to the
Group 13 Feb 45 and stayed through the
end of hostilities.

William Fyfe, Jr., 449th SubDepot,
died in Nov 69 in Birmingham, AL. he
was a chief warrant officer at the end of
his 306th service as an engineering of-
ficer.

William J. Gilpin, 449th SubDepot,
died 15 Apr 84 in San Antonio, TX.

John W. James, 368th navigator and
POW (Robert Ehrler crew), died 8 Oct
57 in Franklin, KY. He arrived with the
Group 1 Dec 43 and went down on a
Berlin mission 24 May 44.

Norman L. Johnson, 367th, the first
man of the 306th to receive a decoration
after the Group's arrival in England, died
12 Aug 94 in Omaha, NE. Soon after
settling in at Thurleigh, Johnson and a
friend were in Bedford after dark. When
he became aware of someone struggling
in the water of the Great River Ouse,
Johnson dove in and saved a young
woman. He received the Soldier's Medal
for his efforts.

Donald G. Kingsley, Jr., 367th pilot,
died 15 Oct 82 in Holland, MI. He came
to combat 5 Feb 43 and flew through the
end of the war, He leaves his wife, Vivian.

Herbert J. Klaes, 368th, died 9 Dec
90 in Wyandotte, MI.

John A. Kovac, 449th SubDepot,
died 17 Mar 88 in Larimer, PA.

Lester J. Kurk, 369th tail gunner and
POW (Willard Lockyear crew), died 16

Dec 93 in Bozeman, MT, He went to
prison camp 14 Oct 43 at Schweinfurt,

Thomas E. Logan, 423rd pilot and
POW, died 1 Oct 89 in Salida, CO, where
he had made his home. Arriving for com-
bat 12 Apr 43, he had flown more than a
dozen missions before going down 25
May 43 at Hamburg, He was in Stalag
Lutt Il and VII. He leaves his wife Dee.

Melvin Lundberg, 423rd bombardier
(Wendell Larson crew), died in late 83 in
Dewittville, NY. He joined the Group 26
Jun 44 and completed his tour 24 Jan
45. Lundberg was wounded on 7 Oct 44,

Robert H. MacGillivray, 368th ball
turret gunner (Clarence Halliday crew),
died of lung cancer 7 Sep 94 in Owosso,
MI. He flew a combat tour between Au-
gust 1944 and January 1945. He leaves
his wife, Amy.

Dale L. Maughan, 423rd waist gun-
ner (Harold Miller crew), died 31 Oct 63
in the crash of a single-engined plane
on a fishing expedition to Montana. His
10-year-cld son and the pilot also died.
Maughan joined the Group 28 Apr 44 and
finished his tour in August.

Paul J. Pratt, 368th engineer and
POW (Robert Ehrler crew), died 20 Jan
94 in MNatchitoches, LA. He joined the
Group 1 Dec 43 and went down on the
Berlin raid of 24 May 44, He leaves his
wife, Billie.

Frederick E. Puhl, an armorer with
the 1628th Ordnance Co., died in 1994
in Eau Claire, WI.

Willard G. Rathbun, Jr., 367th gun-
ner (George Staud crew), died in an auto
accident 28 Nov 91 in Coalinga, CA. He
lived in San Leandro, CA. Rathbun came
to the Group 9 Apr 45, but flew no com-
bat missions,

Don C. Rich, 369th engineer and
POW (Willard Lockyear crew), died 18
Feb 93 in Ogden, UT. He was MIA and a
POW on 14 Oct 43 at Schweinfurt.

E. C. Rowell, 367th mechanic and an
original with the Group, died 12 Sep 94
in Wildwood, FL. For 14 years, 1956 1o
1970, he was a power in Florida state
politics, serving as speaker of the house
of representatives in 1965-66. From 1971
to 1880 he was a lobbyist for the Florida
Trucking Assoc. He leaves his wife,
Marjorie, three children and four grand-
children.

Newell F. Russell, 367th gunner
(John L. Davis crew), died 29 Apr 86 in
Cocoa Beach, FL. He was wounded on
the mission to Cologne 14 Jan 45, and
leaves his wife, Phyllis.

Jerroll E. Sanders, 423rd bombardier
and POW, died 8 May 94 in El
Dorado, TX. He joined the Group 19 May
43, was shot down 11 Feb 44 at Frank-
furt (w. Geno DiBetta), and ended up in
Stalag Luft |, Barth, An El Dorado res-
taurateur until 1985, Sanders and his
wife, Bobbie, last attended a reunion at
San Antonio. He alse leaves three
daughters and eight grandchildren.

Shelby W. Scott, 367th pilot, died 29
Dec 45 and is buried in the Lorraine
American Cemetery, St, Avo d, France.
He was killed while letting down at the
Frankfurt, Germany, airport when low
clouds obscured his vision and a wing
hit something on the ground.

Russell Sheldon, 369th tail gunner
(Walter Rozett crew), died during 1993
in Port Isabel, TX. He completed his com-
bat tour of 35 missions 7 Apr 45.

Paul G.Tardiff, 367th engine special-
ist and crew chief, died 20 Jun 94 In Paso
Robles, CA, where he had lived since
retirement from Willlams Engineering,
Walled Lake, MI, where he was a stan-
dards engineer. He joined the 306th 3
Jun 42, after having spent a year with
the 34th BG, and left Thurleigh in Jun
45. He leaves his wife, Eileen.

306th Family

Evelyn Clark, wife of Ralph F. Clark,
423rd pilot, died 24 Apr 94 in San Carlos,
CA.

Barbara Hamilton, wife of Jack
Hamilton, 369th navigator, died 28 Aug
94 in Pinckney, MI.

Please send me

With Christmas fast
approaching, here’s
your perfect gift for a
husband, son or
grandson. All copies
are autographed by
the author.
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Order Form

FIRST OVER GERMANY, oy russell 4. strong
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payable to Russell A. Strong.
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Send to Russell A. Strong, 5323 Cheval Place, Charlotte, NC 28204


































