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306th Bombardment Group Association

Sept 5-8 Set for Third 306th-Only Reunion

Boeing Sets
Celebration
For Plane

In July the fiftieth anniversary
of one of World War II's most fam-
ous airplanes will be celebrated
in Seattle, its birth place.

A three-day birthday party will
honor the people who designed
and bullt it and were involved with
it during its distinguished history.

The airplane is the Boeing B-17,
the Flying Fortress. It became
known world-wide for the vital part
it played in helping to win World
War Il and as the airplane that
came back many times "“on a wing
and a prayer” after fierce battles in
the thin, cold air high over the
world's battle zones.

It all started on July 28, 1935,
when the granddaddy of the B-17,
the Boeing 299—for its design
number—first lifted off from Seat-
tle's Boeing Field. This prototype,
built with company funds, was a
one-of-a-kind test airplane built for
an Army Air Corps competition for
the "bomber of the future."

Although the prototype was lost
just three months later in an acci-
dent during testing at Daytona,
OH, it had proved the concept for
bombers of the future.

Even with a world largely at
peace and money for defense pur-
poses difficult to find, 13 YB-17s
were ordered early in 1936 for fur-
ther tests, even though the Boeing
299 was not declared winner in the
Army bomber competition.

A further small order for improv-
ed B-17Bs was placed in 1938,
followed by small orders for even
later versions, the B-17C and B-
17D, in 1940.

It was not until 1941, with
Europe embroiled in war, that the
first large order was placed for the
big bomber, with a total of 510 B-
17Es contracted for in that year. So
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Editor Russ Strong shows the three different styles that have been used during the production
of 306th Echoes.

Echoes Lauded for Role

in Pulling 306th Together

It seems appropriate with this issue of Echoes to make a few com-
ments on our newspaper and to express our gratitude to its editor. The
early members of the 306th Bombardment Group Association will recall
that Echoes started life as a single legal-size page of typewritten bits and
pieces of nostalgic information about the old days at Thurleigh coupled
with a request for names and addresses of wartime comrades with whom
contact had been long since lost. Now, at the beginning of its tenth year
of publication, Echoes in its most recent issue, has grown to a sixteen
page tabloid. Its growth rate rivals that of the national debt.

Echoes is unigque not only in its growth rate; it is equally unigue in
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Return To
Colorado

Everyone is looking forward to
seeing you Sept. 5-8 in Colorado
Springs.

That is the site chosen for the
third annual independent reunion
of the 306th Bomb Group. This
follows on previous independent
reunions in Omaha and Fort Worth.

Eduardo (Monty) Montoya, a
368th bombardier, is the reunion
chairman, and he and his commit-
e hav i i
schedule of events.

The Colorado Spring Chamber of
Commerce has been quick to point
out the many advantages of coming
there—climate, scenic beauty,
weather in early September. Bul,
there are other attractions, one of
them being the U.S. Air Force
Academy nearby.

Colorado Springs was the site in
1979 of an earlier gathering of
306th personnel, and while the
hotel will be the same, it is now
known as the Clarion. It is done in
a Mexican style, and is a spacious
setting for our event. Last year's
bangquet in Fort Worth drew 519 in
attendance.

Just to clarify a point, the 306th
began holding reunions 10 years
ago, but all were in conjunction
with the 8th Air Force Association,
until at the Cincinnati reunion it
was decided to "go it alone" in
order to secure some advantages
for all participants that were not
avallable in the larger Bth AF
aspect. Judge Donald R. Ross
chaired the first event in 1983 and
Reginald Robinson was the chair-
man last year.

A major event this year will be
the dedication of a memorial pla-
que at the Air Force Academy,
where a wall was erected several
years ago and already many 8th
units have placed additional pla-
ques on it. The 306th plague is be-
ing prepared by a committee head-
ed by President John L. Ryan, and
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Reunion .

it will be ready for the dedicatory
event planned for Friday morning,
Sept. 6. Following the dedication
services, there will be a social hour
and luncheon in the Officers’ Club
at the Academy.

Committee members working
with Montoya include Col. Walter
H. Coons, Joe P. Gabrish, LTC
Joseph J. Marciano, Robert F. Pro-
ctor, and Ryan. There are others liv-
ing in Colorado Springs who may
assist the committee as time
draws near.

Again, advance registrations are
sought, with a registration fee to be
paid at that time. This advance fee
assists in operating the entire reu-
nion, including the considerable
preparations which must be made
well in advance.

Once again it is the directive of
the 306th executive committee
that costs be maintained at an ab-
solute minimum to permit
everyone possible to attend and
enjoy a reunion with other men of
the 306th.

“In preparing our program,” says
Montoya, "“we are also mindful of
the fact that a great many 306th
families are now retired and as a
result, many more wives are par-
ticipating each year. We hope to
have events that they, too, will
enjoy.”

Because Colorado Springs is
located in an excellent tourist area,
plans are being made for a number
of optional events that anyone may
participate in while staying at the
Clarion. Further information on
these events will be displayed in
the next issue of Echoes.

Registration will actually begin
at 9 am. Thursday morning to ac-
commodate those who arrive in
good season, of which there will be
a number. The first major event is
Friday morning, and no special din-
ner is being planned for the even-
ing, in order that everyone will have

The 306th Bombardmeant Group Historical
Association: John Ryan, president; Robert
Starzynskl, Vice President; Russell A
Strong, secretary; and William M. Caollins,
Jr., treasurer, Directors: Robert Crans,
William Houlihan and Gerald Rottar.

306th ECHOES is published four times an-
nually: January, April, July and October, and
is mailed free of charge to all known ad-
dresses of 306th personnel, 1942-45. Con-
tributions In support of this effort may be
ramitted to the treasurer.

EDITOR: RUSSELL A. STRONG,
Hillside, Kalamazoo, Ml 49007,
616/344-6466; Office 616/3B3-6162.

2041
Home

Bth AF CONTACT MAN: WILLIAM M.
COLLINS, JHR. 2873 Heatherbrae Drive,
Poland, Ohio 44514, 216/757-3463.

Each issue Is prepared and printed at
Kalamazoo, MI. Editorial contributions are
welcome and should be addressed to the
editor, Changes in addresses and other mat-
ters concerning circulation of the 306th
ECHOES should be sent to Poland, OH.

‘ECHOES’ in 10th Year romp:

that it exists at all. Most military associations like ours must be content
with sporadically published flyers to get the word out to their members.
We have a full-blown newspaper! This newspaper has many attributes
well suited to our needs. For subway straphangers, its size is ideal for
folding and reading while swaying to and fro with the motion of the car.
For those os us whose eyes are no longer 20/20, its present type and
quality of paper are a relief for eye strain and represent a tremendous im-
provement over the days when Echoes was printed on regular newsprint.
One major difference between our newspaper and the daily paper we
read over our morning coffee is that our paper is never used for wrapping
packages or for scolding the dog. It winds up, not in the trash bin, but
rather in a bulky file which is slowly becoming a valuable supplement to
First Over Germany.

Without Echoes | do not believe we would be the well organzied body
of men we are today. Echoes has done its job well. It was originally con-
ceived as a medium of communication to draw together former members
of the 306th in an association which would preserve the memories of our
experiences in the great war of our younger days. It has done the job for
which it was intended and is now the medium which binds us together in-
to a cohesive and close knit association of men who share a commaon
and great heritage.

Beyond keeping us informed, Echoes Provides a major tangible
asset in holding down reunion costs of printing and mailing reunion
bulletins, registration forms, ticket orders and rosters. These items are
carried in Echoes rather than being funded from reunion monies with a
resultant necessary increase in registration fees. In spite of this saving
we ought not to forget those slangy words of wisdom which tell us that
“¥ou don't get nothing for nothing."” Echoes exists on contributions from
members and, like everything else, has been plagued with rising printing
and distribution costs over the past ten years. Therefore, it seems to me
that this anniversary issue is the appropriate place to solicit your help and to
ask you to do whatever you can to insure that our newspaper remains in
good financial condition and continues to be published as it enters its se-
cond decade.

To our intrepid editor, Russ Strong, we all owe a great personal debt.
His Job, which from the beginning has been completely voluntary, has
been time-consuming and has required considerable research and
evaluation of often scattered and fragmentary historical materials.
Through these long first ten years his enthusiasm for Echoes has never
waned but has continued at the same fever pitch with which he under-
took the publication of the first Issue. From a personal standpoint | have
always been amazed at Russ’ ability to continue putting out Echoes on an
uninterrupted regular basis during the writing and publication of First
Over Germany. | think | speak for all of us in extending to Russ our heart-
felt thanks for a magnificent job undertaken on our behalf. He can be
justly proud of his creation and even more pleased and satisfied with
what his brainchild has done to build the 306th Bomb Group Association
into the fine organization it is today. We wish both the Echoes and its
editor well for the future.

—John L. Ryan, 306th President

Deceased

a free time for dinner and lots of
conversation.
It is expected that most people

will move out on Sunday, following
the traditional Group Banquet on
Saturday evening. The dinner will
be preceded by squadron pictures
and a cocktail party. The evening's
speaker will be announced later.

For the early birds, registration
forms are to be found elsewhere in
this issue.

An apt license plate for the car of one of our
English 306th friends.

James R. Byrd, 367th, died June
23, 1984, in DeForest, Wi, a victim
of cancer. He had been employed
as a custodian for the Rennebohm-
Walgreen store there.

Paul E. Clay, 369th radio operator
(Buttorff's crew, mid-1944), died
January 13 in Bloomington, IN. He
had been an automaobile salesman
since the war and leaves his wife,
three daughters, a son and five
grandchildren.

John Moyer, Medford, OR, died
31 Aug B4.

LTC John J. Stolz, 367th pilot,
died 11 Aug B3 in Colorado Spr-
ings, CO, where he had made his
home since 1968. He spent 291
years in the Air Force, and upon
retirement joined New York Life In-
surance Co., working for them until
open heart surgery forced his total
retirement. He brought his crew to
the 306th 31 Oct 43, and was with
the group until 24 Apr 44, when his
was one of two planes that went to
Switzerland during the disastrous
Oberpfaftenhofen raid.

Boeing rompme:

great was the growing need for the
vital new bomber that a “produc-
tion pool” was formed which com-
bined the manufacturing
capabilities of Boeing, Douglas
and Lockheed to mass produce the
Flying Fortress.

By the end of the war, the three
manufacturers had produced a
total of 12,726 Flying Fortresses.

The Flying Fortress Fiftieth An-
niversary commemeoraticn in Seat-
tle is being sponsored by the Boe-
ing Company and the Boeing
Management Association, a large
group of present and retired com-
pany supervisors and managers.

The three-day birthday party will
begin on Friday, July 26, 1985, with
special activities for invited former
members of World War Il B-17
bomber groups and units which

Seattle Host

There will be a bit of reunioning
in 1985 in Seattle, WA, with a
number of groups holding their
festivities there July 26-28 to help
the Boeing Company observe the
50th anniversary of the B-17.

As the 308th will not hold its reu-
nion there, you may find a “home™
during that period with the B-17
Veterans' Composite Wing, a head-
quarters set up to take care of
members of groups which will not
convene there,

For further information, write
Paul Chryst, PO Box 325 King of
MFAM

were involved with the Flying For-
tress. Saturday, July 27, will be
reserved for present and retired
Boeing employees and families.
Sunday, July 28 will be a public
open house,

All of the above activities will be
at the new Museum of Flight on
Boeing Field, Seattle. The
museum, a non-profit public
organization with some 15,000
membiers, was opened at its new
site in 1983 and features the com-
pletely restored original 1916 Boe-
ing factory building as well as new
facilities including display areas,
meeting rooms, workshops, ar-
chives and offices.

Many special displays are being
planned to feature the Flylng For-
tress and its history. One or more
flyable B-17s are expected to be on
hand along with other historic air-
craft.

Missing Your Medals?
Here Are Directions

If you never have received your
service medals, you ought to get
them.

At least your grandchildren will
find them fascinating.

Send a copy of both sides of
your discharge papers, along with
a letter to the General Service Ad-
ministration, National Personnel
Records Center (Military Personnel
Records), 9700 Page Bivd., St
Louis, MO 63132, —Frank lanucci




Joe Albertson makes one last call on the Kiosk telephone, while Lioyd Richards holds the door

More Issues of ‘Echoes’

Here's my help for future issues of Echoes!

| enclose § to support the production and mailing of the
306th Echoes. | also want to support continuing reunion activities for
those who once served.

Name
Address ik =

Mail to: Wm. M. Collins, Jr.
2973 Heatherbrae Drive
Poland, OH 44514

Joe Albertson gets a front seat ride in an authentic jeep, and those are suthenlic WWIl uniforms
on British friends. Col. Richard Hedge, CO, 306th Strateglc Wing, waves from the kiosk door.

306th Obtains Kiosk

Up, up and away rose the bright red telephone box into the body of
the KC10, Louisiana-bound to the Museum of the 8th Air Force at
Barksdale.

For Joe Albertson, it was a moment of pure nostalgia when he pick-
ed up the old telephone in the bright red telephone box—it brought back
the old days when he used to serve at Thurleigh and used a box just like
it, to ring his girl friends.

Joe was a guest of honor at Mildenhall, Suffolk, when they flew out a
British telephone kiosk. It will be a reminder to a lot of men like Joe of
their days over here, in World War li.

Joe, who donned his old uniform for the occasion, was a staff
sergeant and crew chief of B17 Wahoo on flying flights out of Thurleigh.
The vintage kiosk had been presented to the U.S, 8th Air Force asa good-
will gesture by British Telecom Bedford Area, after a request from the
306th Historical Group, a Society that preserves war time links between
the Bth Army Air Force and British friends.

Fred Laming, general manager of British Telecom Bedford Area,
presented the kiosk to Colonel Richard Hedge at a ceremony at
Thurleigh earlier in the year. Colonel Hedge and staff were on hand to
wave it farewell as it disappeared on board the vast transporter aircraft
an its final leg to its new home.

As for Joe, he couldn't resist picking up that telephone for the last
time.

Now retired from the service, he has come back to England and is a
civilian employed at Lakenheath USAF Base. He lives in a Suffolk village
and his wife is British.

Says Peggy Albertson who was a Land Army girl in the war, “I don't
think | was the only girl in those days he rang up, but | was his Gl bride in
the end, and we've lived happy ever after." “That box sure brings back
the romance,"” said Joe.

‘ECHOES’ Begins 10th Year
Of Service to 306 in This Issue

The latest update of the mailing
list for Echoes now brings the total
names on the list to 1,936.

Mot all of these are 306th men,
as a number of "Friends’ have ask-
ed to be included, as well. Many of
these are regular in submitting a
check to the treasurer to assist
with the production costs of the
fourissues each year.

This is the highest total we have
reached in names, and a con-
siderable part of this action has
come from men locating old crew
members, barracks mates, or other
associates from Thurleigh days.
Perhaps by the end of 1985 we will
have crossed the 2,000 mark. In

volume 1, number 1 of Echoes we
reported that we had a little over
400 names on the roster. The first
listing the editor recalls was about
50 names.

It will be appreciated if you will
take a look through old address
books, or clippings you may have
saved from Stars and Stripes, or
listings off the backs of pictures
that show those WWII hometowns.

The secretary maintains a state-
by-state list of such names by
towns, and would be happy to
transmit a copy for your area to
anyone who would like to join the
search.

Let's keep building the 306th!


















