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Regan Remembers First Mission
To Germany--danuary 27, 1943

This article was authored by Col. John M.
Reaan, anariginal pliot with the 2061h and the
third commanding officer of the 3J36Bth
squadron. He headed the 368th from § April
43 10 13 April a4, Retired after 30 years of
service, Col. Regan lives in San Mateo, CA,
and is @ Treguent speaker and ol:-published
writer on-aviation matters. This article firsl ap-
paaréd in the San Francisco Examinear.

MNazi Germany! My co-pilot tap-
ped me on the knee and pointed
straight ahead of my B-17 Flying
Fortress. | stared expectantly, and,
through a haze and over a great
distance of water below, | could
see something that looked like
land. I squinted and stared long
and hard—ves. [ could make it ot
It was iand.

My heart began to beat rapidly
and my nerves jangled with excite-
ment, as | knew that what | was
locking at was the coast of Ger
many, and that ftoday 1 was par-
flgipating in a bombing mission
that would be a significant part of
thehistory of World War 1.
~ Rwas the first time that United
States aircraft were to drop bombs

on the German homeland. At last,

We were really going in—to prove

to Hitler and his Nazis that their
homeland was vulnerable to preci-
sion daylight bombing—in to give
a much needed boost of morale to
our allies and fellow Americans.
Up to this time in the war there had
been little to cheer about. To say
thatlwas excited is to put it mildly.

That day—Wednesday, Jan. 27,
1943—had started out much like
other days of that time for the men
in the 306th Bomb Group
(heavy)—my outfit, one of the first
United States bomb groups flying
from England. We had been
awakened at 2 o'clock in the morn-
inn e
would be served at 3, with a brief-
ing for a combat mission against a
German target at 4 a.m. This was
somewhat routine, as we had been
bombing almost daily for quite
some time—routine, that is, if one
could adjust to the tremendous
pressures of combat and the occa-
sional loss of close friends. Frank-
ly, | knew of no one who could
truthfully say that any combat mis-
sion was just routine.

I wish it were possible to ac-

ativiagy] Breakisst

curately describe the tension, the
emotion that was evident in our 35-
man crew huts on those mornings
when we were awakened for com-
bat missions. One would have to
be present to feel the electricity
that filled the air.

Men's nerves were taut with ex-
pectation, as all wondered if that
day.they would successfully com-
plete the mission or be listed as
missing-in-action. Some men
shouted to relieve tension, others
laughed out loud when nothing
was really funny, and others were
silent with their thoughts, probably
fixnd on conding avents oron laved
ones. | even knew some who would
silently slip outside in the
darkness to become ill—they
didn't want their buddies to see
them.

Everyone wanted foc appear
strong and tough—it is only nor-
mal, we were all so young—but we
all had |learned that war is hell and
that the only romance or glamour
associated with it is fiction.

Little did we know, when we
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306th Bombardment Group Association

‘Who’s Who’
Of Leaders
Needs Help

Tying down the loose ends of
the history of the 306th is indeeg a
challenge, and in attempting to
establish an accurate list of thoge
men who held imporiant staff jops
at the group and squadron levals,
one finds that there are many lopse
strands to be rewoven.

Therefore, we are printing hergin
the best roster of Group ang
Squadron staff officers we haye
been able to assemble. e
suspect it is not complete nor com.
pletely accurate, and the editar i
yites yeur atteniitmicthis iotg) list.
Can you add or subtract any
names, or ‘supply inclusive datgs
for anyone? If you can, please con.
tact Huss Strong.

If you have group or squadron
orders, showing changes, in your
201 file, please send him copies,

Dates are given, when kngwp, (?)
indicates that present siatyg o
location is unknown to us. (dec) in-
dicates that the person is known
deceased. (K) means died in ngn.
combat circumstance,
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306th Bomb Group

Commanders

Charies B, Ovaracker, 3-18-42 to 1-4-43
Frank Armstrong, 1-4-43 10 2-17-43 (dec)
Claude Putnam, 2-17-43 10 6-20-43 (dec)
George L. Robinson, 6-20-43 to 9-23-44

James 5. Sulton, 9-23-44 to 4-16-45

Hudson H. Upham, 4-16-45 to 5-46 {dec)

Deputy Commanders
Delmar Wilson, 8-16:42 to 1-23:43
Henry W. Terry, 6-28-43 to 8-14-43
William 5. Raper, 8-18-43 to 10-30-44

Maurice V. Salada, 10-30-44 1o 11-23-44

John 5. Chalfant, 11-23-44 ta'4-21 45
{dec)
Felix Hardison, 4-21-45 to 7
Executive Officers
Curtis L, LeMay, 4-3-42 to §-19-40
Delmar Wilson, 7-1-42 to 1-11-43
Pouglas Coleman, 1-11-43 to 7-25-44
(dec)
Charles G, Duy, 7-25-44'ta ?
Air Executives
Deimar-Wilson, 3-16-42 tg 1-23-45
James W, Wilson, 2-16-43 to 6-21-43
Henry W, Terry, 6-21-43 to 7-7-43
William S. Raper, B-1B-43 1o 10-30-44
John C. Chalfant (dec)
Qperations
Delmar Wilson, 3-78-42 to 7-1-42

Barkaley |, Springfield, 7-1-42 1o 7-25-42

(%}

Witham H, Cleveland, 7-25-421t0 12-19-42

{dec)
Ralphi L. ‘Oliver, 12-19-42 to 1-18-43

Claude Putnam, 1-18-43 1o 2-17-43 {dec)

Henry McDonald (7)
Robert C. Willlams, 6-22-43 o 5-1-44
Toy Husband, 5-1-44 to 7-18-44
Robert C. Williams, 7-19-44 to 10-17-44
Thomas F, Witt, 10-17-44 to 4-22_45
John 5. Chalfant, 4-22-45 to 7 (dec)
Adjutanis
William C. Meltan, Jr., 3-18-42 to 4-3-42
(%]
Parcy A, Yincent, 4-3-42 to (7}
Douglas Coleman, 4-15-42 1o 1-11-43
{dec)
Charles G, Duy, 1-11-43 to 7-25-44
Pauy 5. Bailia, T-25-44 to 4-19-45
Joseph A Lalforrs, S-18-45 o0 7
Intelligence
Delmar Wilson, 3-18-42 to 5-1-42
Watlts Humphray, 5-1-42 1o 10-22-42
fdac)
John B Wright, 10:22-42 10 8-2-43 (dec)
John A. Bairmsfather, 8-9-43 {0 7
Mavigators
Robert Saltrnik, 12-16-42 to 4-16-43
[DOW)
CiF. (Casey) Jones, 4-16-43 to 8-8-43
daohn Dexter, B-5-43 to 9-14-43 (7}
James 5. Cheney, 8-14-43 1o 1-7-45
Johin . MacPherson, 1-8-45to0 7
Bombardiers
Frank Yaussi, 12-12-42 to 4-6-43
Chester May, 4-8-43 to 7-24-43
Hugh Teland, to 12-4-43 (dec)
Walter Coons, 12-4-43 to 10-17-44
Donald Ross, 10-17-44 to (7)
Surgeons
Ralph C. Teall, 8-15-42 to 7-4-42
Thurman Shuller, 7-4-42 to B-15-43
John J. Manning, 8-15-43 to 11-12-43
Harold A, Munal, 11-12-43 to (7}
Radar
Daniel M. Spencer, Jr., 5-18-43 to (7)
Boger 5. Baird (7)
Flying Control
John H. Crump
Arnold A. Conrad
Louis B. Harisell, 6-19-43 to (7)
William W. Peterman (7)
Chaplains
Roy M. McLeod (P), to 7-1-43
Everett E. Denlinger (P), 7=1-43 fo
10-18-43 (7}
Ralph E Simester (P}, 10-15-43t07 (dae)
Adrian Poletti (RC), 4-13-43 10 7
Gunnery
Joe Bowles, B-17-43 tg ?
William E. Fooss
Thomas F, Wit
Provost Marshal
Frank Dotithit (7)
John HLEawy 1%
John B, Wright, to 10-19-42 (dec)
Saymour Bamby, 101842 107
George J. Pratt, 4-27-44 1o (7}

The Group SRR
Commanders swoy

George L. Sawyer (7]
| Dudley J. Allen (2}
Finance
Ming Rose
Robert Knox Andrews (dec)
| Mess
Wedell L, Hull

Statistical
William M. Waltars, 7-1-42 to ? {7}
Richard B. Walck
Samuel Cobb (7)

367th Squadron

Commanders
Harry Holt, 3-18-42 to 3-4-43
John L. Ryan, 3-5-43 to 3-6-43 {MIA)
William 5. Raper, 3-5-43 to 8-18-43
George R. Buckey, 8-18-43 to 5-2-44
{dec)
Robert C. Willlams, 5-3-44 to 7-18-44
Charles Flannagan, 7-19-44 to 10-14-44
Earl W, Kesling, 10-15-44 to 4-22-45
(dec)
Thomas F. Wilt, 4-23-45 to 5-30-45
Executive Officers
Richard E. Walck
George Cubberly, to 4-14-45 {dec)
Donald F. Sheridan, 4-25-45 to
Operations
Lewis McKesson (POW) (7}
Kenneth M. Reecher
Dinwiddie Fuhrmester, to 8-20-44
Earl W. Kesling, 8-20-44 to 10-15-44
(dec)
W.8. Butterfield, to 4-14-45 {dac)
Albert J. Bowley, 5-1-45 to 8-46
Engineering
William B. Sory (7}
Stanley J. Jarrow
Communications
Carl G. Smith {7}
Claude E. Brock (7)
Donald P. Roeber
Adjutanis
Charles G. Duy |
Honald F. McGormick (7)
Donald L. Giles {7)
3 Richard L. Moore (?)
MNavigators
Hugh E. Phslan
Romulus V. Houck (7}
Willlam Pleasant (decg)

James Sutton

Hudson Upham

Photo
Rudolph Skalak, Jr

Public Relations

Williams C, VanMNorman Paul V., Osbum
Chemical Warfare o Stanley G. Mull {dec)
Joseph A, LaMotta Bombardiers

Dentist Walter H, Coons
Rex D. Stutzregger Jerome J. Kostal
Postal Stephen Tanella (7)

Robert G, Schwein (7}
Armament

William R. Cain

Percy A. Vincent (7)

William M. Walters (7)

Harold G. Taylior
Transportation

Harry K. Burton (7)

Utilities Ordnance
Stanley L. Jarrow Howard L. Ellison (?)
Fire Warden jg:: E"r"l-rrn:rzthas
William Fyfe, Jr. Glen R. Hoover (2)
Weather Intelligence
Herbert J. .Iﬁ!'ll'l.S-‘Er T=1-42 1o B-13-43 t?] John A, Bairnsfather
Dalton H. Wright, 11-10-43 10 7 (7) Robert Hogg
Ordnance E.T. Murtha (7}
Thurman E. Dawson, 1-4-43 10 10-10-44  Shubel J. Owen (POW)
Lestar G, Willlams 7 * W.A. Leatherman (7)

Hubert R, Jones, 12-18-44 o (7)
Communications

Ray V. Hooper, 7-1-42 to 7 (7}

Williams C. Golliday, 12-5-43 to 7 (1)

P.W. Haberman, Jr. (7)
Gunnery

Roy W, Griffith (7)

George D. Bennett

Donald P. Roeber. 11-10-44 10 ? (?) Supply

Equipment Donald L. Giles {7}
John D, Treadgill, 12-18-43 to (7) Medical

Personnel Arthur Weihe

FPaul J. Baillie, 3-17-43 to 7-25-44
Robert F- Morris, 11-23-44 to (7}
Engineering
Henry J, Schmitz, 7-1-42 10 7
James M. Vanable, Jr,
Special Services
Claude F. McGrath, 7-1-42 to 7 [?)
Henry G Clarebach, 1o 11-22-43 (7)
Darrell 5. Mattoon, (7)

368th Squadron

Commander
William A.-Lanford, 3-18-42 {0 1-18-43
Mack McKay, 1-20-42 to 4-8-43
Jahn M. Aegan, 4-8-43 to 4-13-44
Maurice Salada, 4-14-44 to 10-24-44
Thomas M. Hulings, 10-25-44 to 7
Executive Officers
Edward Miazza, 1o 1-5-45
Willie S. Williams Jr. 1-4-45 1a 7

Armament
William R. Cain, 4-22-43 to ?

rations
Dp?‘.ﬂner n. Smiley, 4-1-42 ta ? (KIA)

william E. Friend. Jr., (KIA)
William C. Meltan Jr.,  te 2-13-43 (7)
Elpert Odle, 2-13-43 to 10-14-44
George DeVack, 10-14-44 10 4-19-45 (7)
Robert G. Matzke, 4-20-45 ta 7 (7)
inearin
EngFlir;h&rt A.gﬁeashart. 4-1-42 10 7 ()
Robert 5. Stevens. 5-21-42 t0'B-31 43
Wiltiam Widla naky, B-31-43 10 12-6-44 (7
John P. Walsh (7)
Communications
Eibert Odle, 4-1-42 1o 7
Jesse L, Milbumn, 6-27-42 10 6-21-43 (7}
Robert Klawuhn {7}
William Foose
Adjutants
Louis Schulstad, 4-1-=24 10 7 (7}
Edward T. Miazza, 6-11-42 to ?
Edghar 5. Hallman, 1o 4-19-44
Highard L. Moore, 4-15-44 to 7 (7}
Albert Greaves (7)
Robert L. Whitney {dec)
Mayigators
Waliace D. Boring, 12-12-42 1o B-19-43
Maynard D. Dix, 8-20-43 10 1-11-44
Roy E. Buchanan, 1o 1-17-43 (?)
K.L. Warner, 1-18-45 10 4-27-45 (7)
Faul C. Wagner, 4-27-45 10 7 (?)
Bombardiers
Robert T, Levy, 12-12-42 to 1-3-43 [K1A)
Joseph E. Kozawkowski, 1o B-20-43
Stanlay. Silverstein, 8-21-43 1o 12-20-43
Eduardo Montoya, 12-21-43 1o 1-4-44
Irving Morton (7)
Ralph E. Bordner, 10-12-44 to 2-20-45
Reginald H. Thayer, Jr, to 2-20-45 (7)
Armament
Louis Schulstad, 4-1-42 to 7 (?)
John E. Bennatt

Ordnance
Thurman E. Dawson, 7-6-42 to 7
Richard L. Moore (7)
William Winship (7)
Gunnery
William E. Foose
Edward J. Seifried (7)
Intelligence
Robert W. Smith, 4-1-42 1o
Jeremiah O'Sullivan (dec)
Alfred W, Weld (dec)
William C. VanMNorman
Ralph Schreiter
Supply
James Ferguson, 4-1-42 1o 7
Edgar W. Hallman
Robert L. Whitney (dec)
Medical
Harold D. Munal, 7-27-42 to 10-12-43
James E. MeClung, 10-12-42 to ? (dec)

369th Squadron

Commanders
Ralph L. Oliver, 3-18-42 o 12-6-42
Henry W. Terry, 12-7-42 to 6-22-43
Robeart P. Riordan, 6-23-43 1o 4-18-44
Charles Flannagan, 4-19-44 {o 7-0-44
Robert P. Riordan, 7-10-44 to 10-1-44
James A. McKinney, 10-2-d4 ta 7 (dec)
Executive Officers
Paul George (7)
John T, Stanko (dec)
Willie 5, Williams, Jr.
Fhilip G. Kraft {dec)
Turn to paga 7

306TH ECHOES is published four times
annua_]l',r by the 306th Bombardment Group
Historical Association, in January, April,
July and October, Second class postage paid
al Poland, OH., 4451 4.

EDITOR: RUSSELL A, STRONG, 2041
Hillsdale, Kalamazao, Ml 49007, Home 616/
344-6466, offipa G16/383-6180.
EQ?ECENTAGT MAMN:WM. M, COLLINS, JR.,

eathaerbrae Dr., Polan

218/757-3483, ey
& Each issue is prepared and printed at

alamazao, M, and editorial contributions
are wmr_;ume:_i and should be sent to the edi-
tar. Mailing is from Poland, OH, and new
dddresses, changes and delations should be
sent o the contact man,





















