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306th Bombardment Group Association
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Jim Vaughter, 369th, is pictured
standing behind the wreath and pla-
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ToAid Study

que unveiled last Oct. 14 at the Air

Museum, Wright-Patterson AFB,
Ohio.

This was an event which has
significance for a lot of 306th men.

In order to make possible the
finishing of research on the pro-
jected history of the 306th Bomb
Group, which Russ Strong has been
working on for several years, a 306th

Bomb Group Historial Association
has been formed.
The purpose of the Association
 is to provide a vehicle for collecting
funds from contributors, using what
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The Aszociation has  been
tarmed under the laws ol the State

Others from the 306th there thatday

at Wright-Pat were Ken MecCalab/
367th, Howard Turner/423rd, and
Emes! Gf?beryﬁﬁ':?m. .
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1943, winen he 308N \ost A0 planes © o
and 100 men over Schweimturl. Wit

10 crews lost that day, the 306th had
35 men killed and one who died of
wounds.

Eighteen planes took off that

Mini-meet

of Morth Carolina as a non-profit
corporation, and presently non-
profit status is being sought from
the Internal Revenue Service 50 that

contributions can be tax deductible.
This matter is now in negotiation.

Legal work for the corporation
was handled by Arthur Vann, 367,
Durham, NG, attorney.

The initial officers of the asso-
ciation are Ralph E. Berdner, 368,
East Peoria, IL, president; Russell A.
Strong, 367, Laurinburg, NG, vice

morning, - with Capt. Charles
Schoolfieid as the group com- &3

- | Planned for
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five came home.

Pilots down that day were: Lt. [ESSg
Richard Butler, Lt. William Bissen e o Bl |\ The weekend of Oct. 19-21 has
and Lt. Douglas H. White, 367th; Lt R ey : been set for a 306th mini-reunion at
George C. Bettinger, Lt. Gustave s ! i Colorado Springs, CO,

Holstrom, Lt, William H. Lockyear S8

and Lt. Ralph H. Peters, 369th, and
Lt Vernon K. Cole, Lt. John D. Jack-
son and Lt. Robert McCallum,
423rd.

Those aborting after entering
enemy territory were: Lt Zias D.
Davis, 367th, Lt Bill Tackmier,
367th and Lt. Charles E. Munger,
423rd. An explosive shell rendered
Bavis' plane severely damaged.

Besides Schoolfield, his deputy
Lt J. P. Noack completed the mis-
sion, as did Lt. William S. Kirk/367th,
Lt Kenneth Bickett/423rd, and Lt
Virgil H. Jeffries/423rd.

Kirk's plane was severly dam-
aged, with numerous hits from
90mm canneon shells recorded.
Schoolfield's plane was classed as
seriously damaged, with 20mm, .303
and flak damage; with the other
three also classed as seriously dam-
aged. Probably Noack's and Jef-
fries’ planes had the least damage.

William L. Threatt (Jeffries) was
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Plans are being made by Andy
Vangalis and Joe Marciano for this
event, to be held at the Four Season
Motor Inn in Colorado Springs.

Vandalis and Marciano are hopeful
that this will attract many people who
will not be able to make it to the
306th-8th AF bash planned for the
following weekend at Phoenix, as well
as attracting retirees and vacationers
who may plan to drive that way and
want to amive in the area a week
earlier.

(Some details on the Phoenix
reunion will be found on page 8 of this
issue.)

Room rates at Four Seasons are $32
single and $38 double per night.

We will carry more details inthe
August issue of Echoes, but in the
meantime if you want to learn more,
call Vandalis at 303/772-0482, or
Marciano at 303/697-0825.

" Association,

president and treasurer, and William
M. Collins, Jr., 369, Poland, OH, sec-
retary.

Contributions  have initially
been solicited froma selected group
of 306th people, and now total near-
ly $2,000. Those persons contribu-
ting $100 or more will automatically
receive a copy of the completed his-

tory.

It is hoped that in excess of
£5.000 can be raised, to assure that
research can be completed. With
funds available at this writing Strong
is planning a trip to California where
he hopes to interview about 40 form-
er members of the 306th in a two-
week period, to be followed by a
week of intensive study of 306th re-
cords at the Air University, Maxwell
AFB,ALS

Persons wishing to corftribute
to the Association in any amount
should make their checks payable to
the 306th Bomb Group Historical

and send them to
Strong, Rt. 1, Turnpike Rd., Laurin-
burg, NC 28352.



Schweinfurt

(From page 1)

credited with a FW 190 destroyed
and another damaged. James S.
Porter (Jeffries) was credited with a
JU88, Both Threatt and Porter were
hospitalized with wounds,

Lt. Dudley W. Fay (Noack's nav-
igator) was credited with an ME 108,

Robert J. Conley (Schoolfield)
got an FW 190, after having his left
hand blown off by a 20mm shell. His
fellow waist gunrer,” Bert Perl-
mutter, put on a tourniquet and
Conley went back to his gun to get
the victory.

Daniel J. Antonelli (Kirk) got an
ME 108 from his tailgunner spot. On
a later mission Antonelli was cred-
ited with four planes in one day, a
306th record.

DuncanJ. Williams (Noack) got
an FW 180 from his ball turret.

In first reports the 306th was
credited with four victories, but later
had six scored.

The big guestion remains as to
how many those on the other 10
planes got that day before suc-
cumbing.

Although dropping only 30
bombs on the primary target that
day, the 306th had the best circular
error record, with 1920 feet for 16
bombs that were identified as 306th.

The Group was “stood down™
the next day.

(While Historian Strong has
rather complete records on this par-
ticular raid, he would appreciate any
additional information that partici-
pants may have, or observations
frorn others who were waiting at

Thurleigh for their return.)
Tine Teeomdd Selaemiu beso-
CHRIADT  NTAET SRODEDTER e Thanae
2 CERSMIORY, IS SEERig Members.

Vaughter is secretary-chaplain, and
can be reached at 4602 Walnut Ave-
nue, Carmichael, CA 95608. Annual
dues are $10.

Their next reunion will be held
QOct. 14, 1980, at Ft. Lauderdale, FL.

(Ed. MNote: The recent book,
"Decision Over Schweinfurt” by
Thomas M. Coffy has been widely
praised. We are puzzled by the fact
that there is so little mention of the
306th, and that Coffy does not list a-
mong those interviewed a single
combat crewman from the 306th
that day.)

(Also telling the story of 14 Oct.
1943, is Martin Caidin's book,
“Black Thursday”, published in
1960 by E.P. Dutton and in paper-
back by Ballentine Books. Only
Conley and Perlmutter are men-
tioned by name in this account.)

{The 17 Aug. 1943 raid to Sch-
weinfurt is covered in "Double
Strike" by Edward Jablonski, pub-
lished in 1974 by Doubleday. Don't
look for much en the 306th in this,
gither.)
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‘Sig’, flown by Capl. Charles Schoolfield, led the second Schweinfurt raid. This is a part
of his requiar crew, including, front, left to right: Joe Stoner, lop turrent; Bruce Hardy,
baill lurrent; Berl Perimutter (who fumished the piclure), righl waist; Bob Conley, lell
waist; second row: Hank Somers, tali; Lt. Robert Fallow, co-pilot; Schoollield; Lt. John
Mazanek, navigator; Lt. Joe Kelly, bombardier. Vie Stevens was the regular radio

operator.

THURLEIGH REPORT

Who Remembers :
‘Maureen’s’ Last Name:

of Thurleigh inthe winter, the

Many of you will remember the delights " the field andiinto your huts,

sea of mud. the frost, the snow blowing acros Feves, and the damp cold
the rain dripping down your collars and up yours :

i joyed another
that seemed to get into your very bones. well, we ?::i:zisr:;?tlﬁzugh i
such winter here on the airfield, but today the SUn B e 2 be it a.
fice window, the snow has melted and it looks as it =P

round the corner.
And. of course, in S
bility of returning to have alo

i lightly to the possi-
the veterans thoughts turn : :
prmgok at the old base once More, which brings me

to an important bit of information. As most of you I-m?w. Turg:flljgsh_r'igg:;;
government airfield covered by sirict security, therefore We ¥

least five days notice if you want to have pe"'f‘issgn tﬁwgﬁgeerlgiiggda:fdcfni:
round the old base. You will remember that Wing Com

self were the two folks you could contact ast yea r‘{br'-:ttf;ﬂ:iﬂ';i"ﬁ*; {i::ri "GFIEQ E:::
ahon lp gl ccmmésg . pis:fst:l I;;ﬂﬁuzw‘ll”ie Lodge, High St, G|ap:
write to me at my home address. Bl ' f' Bt ana
ham, Beds, Mk41 6AJ, England, giving me the names of ¥

wnen you wou ke o come and il ange 1 S S S 0
act as your host for the day. If possible try to allow yours S
noon at least for your visit because nostalgia takes more timetobeenjoye

n you might imagine!

b P};obablg this jsgas good a place as any to remind you allthatJuneand|
like to think of ourselves as Friends of 306, and if there is anything at all we
can do over here for any of you guys, like taking phot?s, hunt]ng out old
friends, or anything, well, please justdrop us a line and it really is our plea-
sure to try to help if we possibly can. . :
: Well?:uw, mypplea for information about WEARY BONES in the last is-
sue of ECHOES brought several replies for which we are very grateful, aa_"ld
we hope to put all of you WEARY BONERS in touch with each other and with
the lady who as a little girl used to sit and dream in the scrapped fus:-:elage of
your ship. Another problem has come up, however, and that is it seems
there were two WEARY BONES, one maybe a replacement for the other! We
don't know which of the two ships we are trying to trace but we think it might
be the first one, which seemed as if it might have been scrapped in early '44,
so please, can anyone help us further? ;

MNow on to another cry for assistance. By an odd coincidence, at the
same time that the story of SWEET PEA was published in the ECHOES,
June and | had a story about the same girl written up in the BEDFORD-
SHIRE TIMES in the hope that someone might be able to tell us a little more.
For sometning like two years now June and | have been trying to track down

e Maureen because we think she might like 1o once more get into con-

tact with all those foster-fathers she had in the 367th Sgdn, and | guess
many of you feel the same way about her. We have tried several different-
channels for information but they all say that just a little girl called Maureen
who was orphan adopted by a baseload of American Uncles back in 1942
just isn't enﬂugh for them to work on. So, please, can | call on you all once-
again to scour your memories and see if you can remember anything which
might help us look for her. Does anyone remember her surname, what or-
phanage she came from, or, better still, are any of the men who actually did
the formalities in adopting her now in the Association? Please, if anyone
can offer any help, we would be very grateful.

| am sure that your editor must have other and more important material
for this issue of the ECHOES so | had better close this letter from Thurleigh
wishing you all well and looking forward to meeting several of you this com-
ing summer.

Planes and Pilots of 2nd Schweinfurt

206th planes taking off on the Schweinfurt raid of 14 Oct 43. All were B-17F
models, except 42-37720, a "G,

Flane # Sgdn  Pilot - Disposition of a/c
42-3169 269 John P, Noack To RAF, 3 Feb 44
42-330 367  William 3. Kirk

42-29971 423 Virgil K. Cole down 14 Oct 43
42-301756 367 Richard Butler down 14 Oct 43
42-30199 369 George C. Bettinger down 14 Oct 43
42-30603 423 Virgil H. Jeffries down 26 Nov 4%
42-30707 369 Gustave Holmstrom down 14 Oct 43
42-30710 423  John D. Jackson down 14 Oct 43
42-30714 423  Kenneth Bickett Crashed in England
42-30727 387  William Bissen :jgl:l.:?: -:? Oct 43
42-30728 367  Zias D. Davis Aborted
42-30767 367  J.W. Tackmier eoile o Febiad
42-30779 368  Willard Lockyear down 14 Oct 43
42-30782 369 Charles Schooifield down 11 Jan 44
42-30811 369 Ralph H. Peters down 14 Oct 43
42-30812 423  Charles Munger Aborted
42-30813 423  Robert McCallum ::ufrﬂ: iﬁ.‘lif :::4
42-37720 367 Douglas H. White

down 14 Oct 43
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