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Oct. 20-22 is Washington

Addresses
Now on
Computer

This issue of Echoes has been
delayed because we have been
“tooling up’’ to get all of our addresses
on a computer. That has now been
completed--and we hope a high
percentage are correct.

But we would encourage you 1o
correct this mailing label, if it is in error
by filling out the coupon in this issue.
We have considerable information in
the computer on gach of the more than
1,050 names we now have but yours
may not be filed out. Please help us
with this data.

Now that we have the names on the
computer, and can get mailing labels
out, the information should stay
constant. We have lost names from
our list, and been unable to keep
corrections constant because there has
been so much handwork involved.
Mailing labels have been typed for
sach issue and this has been time
consuming and led to many
inaccuracies. The biennial retyping of
the “known’" list, working from half a
dozen sources has also induced many
Errors. -

We hope thisis now licked, and urge
you to bear with us in this final round
of corrections. The computer will also
permit us to keep up 1o date on
addresses more easily than has been
possible in the past. We are adding

names weekly, and hope that you will
take the time to help us.

Qur search list has shrunk
somewhat, but we can stand to have it
enlarged. Look through newspaper
clippings, address books. Christmas
card lists. All of these are sources for
More Names,

You can help us by locking in your
own area. We will be happy to provide
you with a search list for your city,
state, area, or whatever. Contact Bill
Collins or Russ Strong, aend they will
help you with the search. We have
combed through much of the Eastern
U. 5., but still need a lot of work west
of the Mississippi, with special em-
phasis on California and Texas.

Texas. \

What is the potential? No one
knows. There were probably about
10,000 men who served with the 306th.
Unfortunately, many are now
deceased, but there must be 6,000 or
more still living,

T ES

The first officlal transfer of an RAF station to the U. S. Army Air Corps occurred 9 De-
cember 1942, as the American flag was raised at noon at Thurleigh, Station L.

Thurleigh Today

Many of you who . 2minisce about those 'Good Old Days™ at Thurleigh, of
huddling up to a pot-bellied stove roasting ones face whilst icy droughts blow
across your back: of freezing fog and squelching mud, of crazy cycle rides
down to the “Jackal’* or the “Falcon’” and of the heartfelt relief as the wheels
screeched safely onto the runway at the end of another mission, must often
wonder what has become of the old place, or even whether it still exists,

Yes, the base is still there afthough it is so changed that very little of Station
Il can be recognized. Many World War Two airfields, both RAF and
American, were dismantled, the runways dug up and used for hardcore and
the land returned to farming, but not so in the case of Thurleigh.

Long before the last Gl moved out of the base at the end of 1945, the field
had been earmarked to be developed into the most advanced aviation research
centre in Europe. Aircraft bigger and heavier than anything before were
visualised and a field had to be built to enable experimental flying to be carried
out. To this end, a gigantic runway twice the width of anything seen in WW2
was to be constructed, extending right back across country to the nearby
airfield of Little Staughton, a full five miles in length. This runway was never
completed to its full length due to chages in ideas concerning aircraft
development, but even in its shortened form it has cut right through what was
the flightlines, and the HQ area; the original Control Tower, if it has been
allowed to remain, would have stood squarely in the middle of the runway
halfway along its length!

Most of the original buildings have long since been dismantled and many
new hangers and office blocks erected on the North and West edges of the
field.

About all of the original field recognisable to a returning veteran would be
the Red Cross Aero Club, a part of the Enlisted Men's Mess, the 'Eager
Beaver” Squadron Office, the old main runway and the North-South runway
which are still in use, and the old 40th Combat Wing HQ which is now
reconstructed as an RAF Officers Mess. Two of the old hangers are still hers
but they have been moved from their original positions and will only confuse
people trying to get their bearings from them.

A handful of derelict huts still standing on the 423rd living site just about
completes the picture. The Thurleigh-Keysoe road now detours a good mile
and a half round the end of the new big runway thus confusing those people
who in the past have gone badk to Thurleigh and started walking down the
road from the Chapel looking for the base!

Remember that “First’” might well have been the motto of the 306th,
recalling the early times when many of the things first done by the GIrDUD
became S.0.P., together with the claim of *'First Over Germany', it 1.?.r|ll be

pleasing to you 1O leam that under the name of the “Royal Aircraft
Establishment” the field carries on with this tradition! |t was here that
{turn to page 8)

DR. THURMAN SHULLER

OK 74501

306th Bombardment Group Association

Reunion

Washington is the place, and Oct. 21
and 22 are the dates for the fourth
annual reunion of the 306th
Bombardment Group.

Some have followed from Miami
Beach to Dayton to St. Louis, and we
expect to see them again in
Washington. Also, we expect a great
deal many more than showed up last
year to make this the biggest and best
30Bth reunion ever.

In each of the preceeding years the
306th has had the largest delegation of
any Eight Air Force group at this
convention. | The 8th also participates!)
This has caused some discomfiture on
the part of weterans of other
organizations. But, we don't expect
that to deter anyone from the 306th ,
and Bill Collins is planning to greet the
largest group yet.

The convention will headguarter at
the Park Sheraton Hotel, out
Connecticut  Avenue. A  306th
Hospitality Room has already been
paid for, and that is where everyone
will gather.

Elsewhere in this issue of Echoes
you will find more general information,
and a reservation form.

There remains one major question.
Do members of the 306th want a
banquet of their own Friday
evening? If you so incline, get a
message off to Bill Collins at once. I
enough are interested, he'll set the
machinery in motion.

See you in Washington in October!

Collins Reports
On Past Year

We had the biggest year of all in
1977. We added ramuos to the maiing
list, found lost members, answered
more correspondence and brought
more members together than we
dreamed of in just three years.

Cooperation has been fantastic and
genuine, Every year has shown an
increase in the number of members
showing up for the reunions.

We expect Washington, DC, to be
the biggest yet. We will have a wall-
stocked Hospitality Room again,
thanks to the generosity of all. 306th
will be NUMBER OME again. Make
reservations early, the Hotel will fill up
and some will have to stay elsewhere,
Also, the Banquet can only handle the
capacity of the facility,

If you live in the Washington area,
be sure to visit the Hospitality Room, if
you are not staying at the Hotel. If you
didn’t get a reservation form, use the

{turn to page 5)



Search List
Still Can Use
YOUR Help-

Onge we had over a thousand names
on our search list. That is now down to
800.

With the concerted work of Bill
Collins, Field McChesney, Ralph
Zimmearman, Melvin Lundberg and the
editor, we hope to reduce it further,

What we need are two things:

1} Maore names, with WWII
hometowns, t0 search for. We have
not yet uncovered any records that
have |hese, except for those lists which
indiviiuals have come up with. Have
yvou checked your old address books,
newspaper clippings etc., for names? If
not, do so, and send them to Collins or
Strong.

20 Help from widespread members
of the 306th who are willing to do some
searching in their own city, area or
state. On-site work can often quickly
get data.

The efforts of the above have
stretched the deceased list, as well as
locating others. But there are many we
can document as living whom we
cannot locate.

If you have a WATS available now
and then, you can help.

You can do some searching on your
own. Start with your own crew, or the
rmen in your barracks, or the men in
your shop or office. They will be happy
to hear from you, and happy to learn
something about the 306th todav.

Obituaries

Abney, Harold A. 1 Jan 71
Antonelli, Daniel J. 367th, 6 Jun 68
Babel, Rudolph M 367th, 1975
Benton, Coleman B, 449th, 1968
Bollerup, Keith 423rd
Enos, Immanuel J. 368th, 1970
Galvin, Daniel J. 368th, 9 Sep 57
Gardon, Benjamin 369th, 1967
Hartsell, Louis B. GpHa, 17 Feb 61
Humphrey, Watts 5. GpHg, 19 Sep 68
Kemp, Raymond D, 368th, 1 Jan 66
Kenney, Raymond F. 1208th, 1950
Ketchie, Charles 368th, 19 Jun 77
Latchford, John A. 369th, 5 Nov 75
Lewis, Boylston B. 369th, Nov 48
Milbour, Arthur L. 367th, 22 Nov 75
Mullen, Vincent T, 368th, 1977
Morris, Raymond L. 369th, 6 Dec 76
Pleasant, William L. 367th, Oct 7%
Shacklett, Jack H. 368th, Feb 76
Stedina, Andrew, 367th, 7 Feb 78
Trenary, Richard W. 423rd, 1975
Tronzo, Richard ). 368th, 6 Sep 73
Tunnell, Earl C. 367th, Dec 53
Van Drew, Roy A. 369th
Vinnedge, Roy A. 369th, 16 May 64
\Weseloh, Eldo C. 423rd, 8 Dec 71
Whiteman, Harold 367th
Wick, Walter R. 423rd, 2 Mar 71
Woods, Robert E, 369th
Wright, John B. GpHq, 22 Oct 74

|
Baker, Archie M. 368th, 6 Oct 70
Barnforth, Leon L. 423rd, 30 Jul 44
Bartiett, John A. Jr. 423rd, 13 Feb. 74
Counts, Charles M. 423rd, 1 Sep 50
Conger, Robert W. 367th, 25 Jul 45
Durfes, Lamont J. 367th, Dec 53
Feltz, Glenn L. 367th, 11 May 63
Glass, Wiley W. GpHg, 19 Jan 71
Hall, Kerneth J. 423rd, 27 Jul 69
Owen, Shubel J. 423rd, 26 Aug 67
Raster, Perry E. 367th, 1976
Rogers, Harold E 36%th, 1 Jul 44
Sory, William B. 445th, 13 Jun 64
Thomton, James H. 423rd. 15 Mar 73
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