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Finding Your Way
to Dayton

Rocky Rockwell, president of the 306¢th and
also our reunion chairman for our 2007
reunion, has prepared derailed informartion on
this event which is to be found on pages 4 of
this issue of Echoes.

You should find all of your questions
answered, and you should be able ro find your
way around Dayton, OH, and Wright-Patterson
AFB where the greatest collection of WWII air-
craft in the world is housed.

One will not have trouble using up two or
three days in the USAF collection, and one
knowledgeable person defies you to read your
way through all the treasures you can find
there.

What do you do to house a B-36? There
probably is only one extant at this time and it’s
at Dayton. In order to house it they brought in
the airplane and then built the hangar around
it. Planes that dropped our two atomic bombs
to close out WWII are there, and a whole host
of very significant airplanes, including those
planes which moved our presidents around the
hemisphere and abroad.

The Memphis Belle, usually accorded the honor of being the first B-17 to
finish 25 missions in Furope, has been moved from an island ar Memphis to
Wright-Pat so thar it can be properly rebuilt and given a permanent home.
This editor has always thought that the 25th mission plane may actually have
come our of the 306th bur Eager Beaver did not have the public appeal that
the Bedl had. And that “special” plane may have come out of the 303rd

group.

The name of Eager Beaver and its nose art is to be found elsewhere in the
Dayton museum, when its nose was brought there some years ago and fas-
tened to the wall. Marlen Reber, its original pilot was there, and the nose art
had been refurbished by Lee Kessler, who had done the original work.

Other famous planes are 1o be found there and the stories of them arc
legion. We hope you will enjoy them. Which reminds me: last night while
watching something on TV a B-17 raxied right through the picture.

Eelwes editor Russ Strong.

Memorial Day Speech
at Gettysburg

By MG Robert H. Scales

Eriends of Gettysburg and most importandy fellow veterans. What a great thrill
it is to recurn 1o Gettysburg, I've come to this place hundreds of times. 've
walled this ground when it was covered with snow, in the heat of summer, in a
pouring rain storm while leading a staff ride with the leadership of the Chinese
Army a few years ago.

Coming here never gets old. It never becomes tiresome. It never fails to excite a
passion ar raise my spirir. Ty those wha have never seen war surely emorions like
these seem serange indeed. Some of our citizens who hear old soldiers like me talk
abour a love for a bartlefield conclude that we love war. Nothing could be farther
from the truth.

Part of my love for this place is personal. A distant relative, Colonel Alfred M.
Scales, was seriously wounded leading Scales North Carolina Brigade up Seminary
Ridge on the first day of the barle.

Another reason T venerate this place is because it is a soldier's laboratory and a
place o learn the arv of war. We soldiers practice our profession only infrequently
so we rely on past battles to teach us abour the future. Even though Getrysburg
was foughr using weapons that seem primitive 1o young soldiers the lessons it
reaches abour leadership and courage and intellect are immutable. We are learning
again in Traq and Afghanistan that war is not a test of technology, it is a test of the
collective will and talents of soldiers and the nature and character of that test will
never change.

Another reason why this place attracts me is because all of what you see around
vou is so close to home. This was America s war from borh sides, !'uugi"lt on
around that is so familiar and recognizable. It was the first war fought in which
most soldicrs were literate and, thanks to the recent invention of phusng,ruphy. 50
recognizable. When you go to the visitors center look into the eyes of the young

continued an page 3
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A Look Back-
Echoes and Its’ Editor

This is my valedictory as editor of 30645
Echoes.

This editor will not produce anorher, a
venture which began in August 1976. It has
been carried on quarterly since then. We
have gone through a lot of changes, includ-
ing going from black and white to full color
and back to black and white. Our aim has
always been to bring you stories of interest.

One early reader protested our running
obituaries, but the editor has always felc
these were important to "our” story. The
news sheet really began as a means of find-
ing people who could tell their own stories

of WWII combat so that after eight years of

research and writing would produce our
book, First Over Germany. The book has
gone through five printings and is still avail-
able. Because it includes 1700 names in its
325 pages, it has often been called the best
of such WWII histories.

We began to have reunions, spurred on by
the very first 8th AF reunion in Miami
Beach, FL. Abourt a hundred men showed
up, half of whom were from the 306th.

Bill Collins provided a lot of the early
impetus, giving this editor a list of several
hundred names and addresses. We had our

first reunion in Dayton, OH, finding oper-

Jaring money by cash dropped in 2 hat sit-

ting on a bar. We've never had any dues,
preferring to run on voluntary contributions
so that none would be deprived of receiving
Echoes. It is fitting that our last reunion is
in Dayton,

We have built a file of 8,000 men who
served in the 306th from the halcyon days
that began at Wendover, UT, in March
1942, and by October 1942 the 306th had
moved by train and plane to the East Coast,
and then by plane and ship to England.

Lt. Col. Charles B. Overacker was our
first commander, and was fired in early
1943 by Gen. Ira Eaker. This scene became
the opening thrust of the book and movie
Tivelve () clock High. The tale was written
out of the experiences of the first four bomb
groups in the eighth, but the opening was
pure 306th.

After several years of imprompru gather-
ings in several states, the organization was
formalized with Ralph Bordner as the first
president, Collins as vice president-treasurer
and this writer as secretary.

Slowly we moved ahead with by-laws and
other paraphernalia of organization, and the
reunions grew in size and complexity. We
had 900 at Las Vegas in 1988 and 400 went
to England in 1992 to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of our entry into the "shooting”
war. We also had special tours to France,
Secotland, Ireland, England and Alaska.

By our by-laws and IRS regulations aur
records have gone to the Kalamazoo Air
Zoo in Kalamazoo, MI, which has a well
funded and exquisitely appointed Air
Museum and good archival space to handle
our records. Our money has o go the same
route as we have had a tax exemprion for
years. The recipient organization also must

have the IRS status. This decision was made
and approved by the board of direcrors, fol-
]U\'l"{'."d b}" a vote U-F t}'l.c mﬁ]'ﬂbfrﬁhip.

My study is now stacked with bankers'
boxes, addressed and identified and will be
moving shortly to the Kalamazoo Air Zoo.
Included are the 36 three-ring binders con-
taining the 306th Mission Reports. Similar
sets are also to be found in our museum at
Thurleigh, Beds, England, the 8th AF
Museum in Savannah, GA, and the Boeing
Air Museum in Seartle, WA.

One of the best files though consists of
the 8,000 personnel cards which were put
rogether 30 years ago from all kinds of
records and contain a variety of data on
cach person who served with the 306th. |
have maintained these cards for years, taking
information from questionnaires and other
sources, and in recent years have included
obituaries from newspapers and other publi-
cations. Some of the cards have been
expanded to at least four sides ro accommo-
date all of the information.

Much of this data is backed up by materi-
als placed in file folders, which often
include correspondence with the secretary.

Pictures are also a part of the files, per-
haps as many as 5,000, many of them

obaained from FranWaugh, one of the top
people in the 306th photo lab, who had an
amazing collection. Other big collections
have come from other photo lab personnel,
as well.

1 have also been fortunate in being able to
interview such men as Gen. Curtis LeMay
(a five week member of the 306th), Gen. Ira
Eaker, Lt. Gen ]. W. Wilson (an original
306¢h squadron commander), Maj. Gen.
James Cheney (306th group navigator),
Brig. Gen, William Raper (306th depury
CO), and Cols. George Robinson, Robert
C. Williams, James Sutton, Henry Terry,
John Regan and Robert Riordan.

I am also proud of having prepared under
the auspices of the Memorial Museum
Foundation a 200 page book Biagraphical
Directary of Command Staff Officers of the
Eighth Air Force, 1942-1945.

During the period in which [ have served
as secretary and editor for the 306ch, 1 have
had rwo bouts with open heart surgery and
have never missed an issue of Echoes. Today
I leave you with my own health in good
shape.

Because of my background in college and
university relations, I organized a publica-
rion program beyond Echoes which has pro-
duced a history of the 306ch, four Squadron
Diaries which were edited and published,
having been authored by intelligence offi-
cers, and Combat Crews, a book of more

than 300 crew pictures that are identified.

Where do | go from here, my wile ashes;
off to family history, which 1 have been
working on for years, and have contributed
articles to the newsletter of the Strong
Family Association of America.

Farewell!

- Russell Strong

ROCKY’S ROAD TO USAF



OBITUARIES

Albert Berman, 423rd gunner (Wilbur
Weiland crew), died 18 May 2006 in
MNeedham, MA, where had been a printer
after the war. He leaves his wife, 2c, 2gc.
He had joined the 306ch 3 Apr 1944 and
remained, completing his tour 31 Jul 1944

George Bright, 4231d crew chief, died 12
Feb 2007 in Coraopolis, PA. He also
worked with the engine change teams at
Thurleigh, leaving the Group as a master
sergeant. He leaves a son, Fred.

Charles W. Bryant, 369th navigaror
{George Schneider crew) has succumbed
to Parkinson’s Disease in Morgan Hill,
CA. He came to the Group 29 June 44,
and complered his tour by the end of
1944,

Joseph T. Hallock, 423rd bombardier
(Robert Welter crew) died 1 Dec 06 in
Portland, OR. He came to the 306ch 28
Mov 43 and completed his tour in May
44. He was a grad of the UOregon, and
served For some time as Oregon member
for the Pacific Morthwest Electric
Conservation & Power Planning Council,
and also was a senator in the state legisla-
ture. He leaves his wife, Jacklyn.

Robert N. Houser, 3G8th navigator
(Henry Dryar crew) and longtime treasur-
er of the 306th Bomb Group Association,
died 2 Mar 2007 in Des Moines, [A. He
flew 33 missions and then was called back
to active duty for 10 months during the
Korean war. He graduated from the Ulowa
summa cum laude in 1947, Bob spent his
entire professional life with the Banker's
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306th Echoes is published four times
annually: January, April, July and
Cctober, and is mailed free of charge to
all known addresses of 306th person-
nel, 1942-45. Contributions in support
of this effort may be remitted to the
lreasurer.
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The 306th Bomb Group Historical
Assaciation is a Federally tax-exempt
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is classified as 507 (c) (19).
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Life Company in Des Moines. He served
eventually as president, president and
CEOQ, chairman and CEQ and retired in
1989 as chairman. Bob accepred appoint-
ment as treasurer in March 1944 and was
chairman of the 1944 reunion at Des
Moines in 1944, Bob served as our rreas-
urer until June 2004, when health prob-
lems caught up with him. He leaves his
wife Doris, 2¢, Gpe.

Alfred P. Johansen, a 369th pilot, died
25 May 2007 in Doylestown, PA. He
arrived at Thurleigh 8 Jul 1944 And com-
pleted his 35 missions 26 Nov 44, Afrer
service he was an industrial engineering
graduate from Lehigh UL His wife is
deceased and he leaves 2¢, 2ge.

Vincent ], Kiely, 367th navigator, (Flenry

Hanson crew?), died 12 Feb 2007 in
Rachelle Park, NJ. He was with Hanson
when they ditched eight miles oft the
English coast on their return from Seettin,
Germany: He leaves his wife Eleanor, 2c,
2gc.

Clarence R. Marlow, 367th waist gunner
(Charles G. Smith), has been removed
from our mail list and is presumed
deceased. He joined the Group 18 Nov 43
and became a POW 24 Apr 44 when shot
down with Walrer Perersan's crew en route
to Oberpatfenhofen, when we lost 10
planes.

David A. McMaught, 423rd pilot, died in
2007 of lung cancer in Portland, OR. He
brought his crew to Thurleigh 1 July 44
and became a POW they were shor down
20 Jul 44.

J. R. Parker, 423rd mechanic, died 17
July 1998, He left his wife. Nellie, 2¢, 7gc,
2pgc. He had lived at Travelers Rest, SC.
Clayton B. Ridge, 423rd gunner (Henry
Wills crew), died 27 Feb 07 in Adanta,
GA. After combat he served as a vice presi-
dent of Marine Coatings International He
leaves his wife. Ann, 2ge.

Brice E. Robison, 423rd rail gunner (Jim
Leach crew) died in early May 2007 in
Mission TX. Brice had become a POW on
a mission to Hannover, Germany (w.
Morman Armbrust) his 13th mission.
After the war he had studied at the
UnivCA. For some period he was unit
control manager at the Michigan Boys
Training School at Whitmore Lake. He
has also authored a book about his prison
camp experiences, Raus Mit Du (ke Tt

Snappy). He leaves his wife, Betty Jane, 1d.

Eli C. Rogers, 423td engineer and POW

- (Edwin Pipp crew), died 18 Nov 2006 in

Williamston, NC. Their plane went down
in the Harbor of Brest, France, on the
return from a raid on St. Nazaire 1 May
1943. We lost three planes there and Eli
was caught for a time underwater, but he
finally broke free and swam to the surface
where he was captured by German forces
and eventually sent to Stalag Luft 17. He
leaves his wife, Elinore, 2d, 3gc, 6gge.

306th Family

Vema Robinson, widow of Reginald
Robinson, 368th pilot and deceased 20
Dec 2002, died 10 Mar 07 in San
Antonio, T3 She leaves 2c, 2 ge.
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6th Bnmh Group e July 2007

The day two 305th planes collided over Thurleigh. Approaching from two sides of the
field, one squadron went down and the other went up. The last plane to go down erred
and climbed instead, hitting a tail end plane. No survivors. It occurred in murky weather
at low alrirude so was quite visible from our field.

Bomb loading is an essential to bomb dropping, invelving numerous men.

Jumping Out of a High Rise May
Be Your Ticket to Further Life

Since 11 Sep 01 John Rivers' Executive-Chute Co. has sold thousands of small, light-
weight parachutes designed for jumping out of buildings in an emergency. The idea he
once thought wouldn't be commercially viable is now expected to generate $7 million to
$9 million in annual sales for his Three Rivers, MI, company.

Rivers says he sells the Isracli-made chutes primarily to individuals who live or work in
high-rise buildings. The parachutes are modified safety reserve chutes commonly used by
paragliders and and skydivers. The modifications allow the user to automarically deploy
the parachute by attaching a rip-cord like device to something in the building before
jumping.

Sold individually, the Executive-Chute retails for upito $995. Large orders can be had
at discounts of 20 per cent or more.

Ecm:m Ist. Sl:hwumﬁjrt and photo recon, Germans camuuﬂa.ged Target area to
make it look like it had been destroyed.

Group diary refers to crash. by Cassedy 7-28-43: :
Landed at Woodbridge, out of gas. Runway was closed for construction. When on
g,mund, and several other planes had also landed, British workers said, “You can't land

here.” Picked up enough gas to fly on home,

On 1 May 43 raid, Cassedy from his wingman's spot could see someone in L
Johnson's plane firing at fighters, and running around putting fire our. Snuffy Smith
was on his Ist raid, stayed with plane while three experienced men jumped, landing in
warer and drowning,

Tail gunner on Cassedy's plane shot down plane that hit Johnson's ship.

MUSEUMS: IMPORTANT





















