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J06th wind sock at the
Thurleigh Museum
in England.

This is one of 15
windsocks made so that

the windsock will
torever fly high as a
reminder of the 306th
and their bravery!

Alotof thing ud weome | MUSEUMS ARE EVERYWHERE!

together, but now our wind sock

flies over Ithv:a 306th Ml:iSElllTl at There are air museums lurk- At KALAMAZOO, MI -
Thurleigh! To come this far has ing everywhere in the U.S. It’s Just off 194, Exit 78,

taken the concerted efforts of - .
Dt: Jomattan Pabises, phissicisn your job to sort them out and  3/4 miles south on Portage

j turned auto racing magnet; ki them Thls I the Rd, then 1/2 mile east on
Redifh wed Baphine Frankin, farst in a new series to appear Milham Rd.
h who spend countless hours and " Echroes. This 1 in Russ Phone 616-382-6555
days away from their charming, Strong's hometown . Exhibits include rare WW 11
400 year old home, to keep the Now hie needs your help n planes, most flyable.
doors of the Museum open for searching out others, getting a2 Also home of Guadalcanal
hundreds of visitors each weel- | color postcard and some Memorial Museum.
end through about nine months information on how to find (Below is a painting of a B-17

of the year, and Royce Hopkins, | them. Send them along and at this museum.)
our current president who knew | we will run them as soon as
the right source for this new we can and perhaps even

wind sock. more than one 1n an issue.
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And should a horrendous
storm blow this sleeve away, the
manufacturer and donor made
14 more socks so that it can daily
mark OUR place in history and
bring visitors from the far cor-
ners of England, the Continent
and the World.

The tourist people are ecstatic
in having another place to bring
people who want to see what is
going on, and as you all know
WWII history is a big thing in
many ways. If you, or your fami-
Iy, or friends are going to be in
England, tell them what you did
and direct them to this place of
all places.

Hope to see you there, if we
indeed make it across the pond
one more time!
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Oak City, Sept 15-19,
Westin Hotel - BE THERE!

In the best recollections of this writer,
we have never had a reunion in Oklahoma.
The direction announced in Savannah last
December was that we would be going
west, so we have moved partway out into
the hinterland. Again for this writer, it
seems a simple task to get there. Just hop
on 140 headed westward and about three
days later the wife and I should be testing
out the directions appearing in this issue of
Echoes and we will be driving into the
garage at The Westin, stow our luggage in
our room and head for the lobby in search
of a number of men who are also 80 years
of age or better.

Olddahomans highly recommend this
place, and we will be much disappointed if
we don't have a good time. Now we can
hear some of you muttering "None of my
crew are living", “I don't know anyone”,
"It costs too much!" (This year for the first
time we will have free bus service to get us
to the Cowboy Hall of Fame and several
other interesting places). If you are still up
to a little walking there are neat attractions
within two or three blocks of the Westin.
Its going to be an easy way to get around
town, and we don't want you to miss a
thing.
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prabably be seeing something of it. And
some of our crowd may have been there
in the distant past.

The Westin has 395 rooms, which
reminds us that on page & there is an offi-
cial registration form for the hotel that you
will want to make use of. This goes direct-

ly back to the hotel. So get ahead of the
mid-August deadline for our block of
rooms, which again are 595, The rooms
include a lot of features for your comfort,
safety, rest and relaxation.

There are Executive club rooms, for
which you can make an arrangement to
have a special key. This floor features a
business center, light breakfasts, evening
hors d'ocuvres, and an evening cash bar,

At this writing we don't have any special
306th transport service from the airport,
but whe knows what magic may overtake
us.

As we have blithered along here we have
failed to give you dates for this magnifi-
cent event, Albert Mchahan, our reunion
chairman, has put together a schedule
which includes activities for Thursday,
1oth September; a full day on Friday, and
winding up Saturday with the annual busi-
ness meeting, a style and fashion show for
the Ladies, and the evening banquet, enter-
tainment, dancing, and socializing.

Thursday merning will begin with a trip
to the Omniplex, where there will be
exhibits, a theater, planaterium, and lunch,
returning to the Hotel in midafternoon.

Friday we will be off to the Cowboy
Museum, with lunch there in the
Persimmeon Hill Restaurant, In the after-
noon we will continue on to the
Oldahoma War Memorial and Museum,

Dinners both Thursday and Friday will
be on your own, with an abundance of
cateries in close proximity to the hotel.
More details for events appear on page 8
with the Reunion Registration form, which

can go with your check to our Treasurer,
Robert Houser.
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Obituaries -

Carrasco, William H, 368th gunner
(Leon Risk crew), died 16 Feb 2004 in
Visalia, CA. He came to the 306th 8
Aug 44 and completed his combat tour
in Feb 43. He leaves is wife, Ruby, 1d,
2gc

Chandler, Tom E 367th radio opera-
tor (Paul Bailey crew) died 7 Jun 2002,
in Republican City, NE, where he lived
much of his life. He arnved with the
Group 20 Jun 44, and became a POW
12 Sep 44 at Ruhland, Germany. He
suffered a major wound that later

necessitated the removal of one arm.
His wife, Dolly, died earlier than he.

DiBetta, Geno, 423rd pilot and
evadee, died 28 Sep 2000 in
Parkersburg, WV. His plane was shot
down on a mission to Frankfurt 11
Eeb 44, and during his evasion he was
with the French Underground until
picked up by the U. §. Third Army in
France. Surviving him were his wife,
Beulah, 3¢,

Dowd, James V, 423rd radio operator
(Warreen Hiney crew), died 24 Jan
2004 in Venice, FL. He came to the
Group 27 Dec 44 and flew about 25
missions by the end of combat. He
departed Europe 7 Oct 45. Dowd
leaves his wite, Lorraine,

Exley, William H, 369h nangator
(Edgar Sooatn crew)), died v 2002w
Savannan, GA. He came 1o combat 10
Feb 45 and flew abour 200 missions by
the end of combat.

Ferns, James, 36%th mechanic, died

25 Nov 2002 in Lake Worth, FL. He

joined the Group in Aug 44 and

departed in Mar 45, He leaves his wife,

2¢, dzc.

Royce Hopkins, president;

Albert MchMahan, vice president;
Russell A, Strong, secretary; Robert
M. Houser, treasurer; William F.
Houlihan, Hugh E. Phelan, William
Carnicom, Dr. Herman Kaye, direc-
tors; Anthony Conray, past president.
Falph Franklin, Brilish representative,
Mational School Cottage, Keysoe,
Beds., MK44 2HP, England;
Telephone from U.S. 011-44-1234-

708715,
A0EMuseum@E@nscmh.semhic.uk

J06th Echoes is published four

times annually: January, April, July
and October, and is mailed free of
charge to all known addresses of
J06th personnel, 184245,
Contributions in support of this effort
may be remitted to the treasurer.

SECRETARY/EDITOR:

Handles all changes of address, edi-
torial comments and records:

Russell A Strong, 5323 Cheval PI,
Charlotte, NC 28205,

Phone 704/568-3803,
Russell.a.strong306@worldnet. att. net

TREASURER:

Send money to:

Robert N. FHouser, PO. Box 13362,
Dies Moines, 14 50310, 51527 0/4498.

The 3068 Bomb Group Hisforical
Association is 8 Federally fax-axempt
argamization and a5 2 velaran’s group

is classiied as 507 fc) (18]
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Gray, Duane C. Jr, 369th co-pilot
(Alfred Lomar crew), died in 1992 in
Copley, OH. He came to the Group 9
Dec 44 and flew through the end of
hostilities. He leaves 2¢, Sge.

lacaruso, John W, 369th waist gunner
(Francis Bennett crew), died 5 Nov
1996 in Orlando, FL. He spent 30
years in the USAF, retiring as a CMSgt.
He leaves his wife, Nancy.

Long, Robert L, 368th engineer
(Oleron Linn crew), died 20 Feb 2004
in Hebron, CT, where he lived much
of his life. He came to the Group 23
Apr 43 and was the 168th EM to com-
plete a tour, 14 Jan 44. He was com-
missioned 23 Jan 44, transferred to the
379th BG as a squadron gunnery offi-
cer, and later became group gunnery

officer. He retired USAF 4 Jun 75.

Lynch, Henry ], 423rd bombardier
(Wesley Courson crew), died 9 Mar
1997 in Sacramento, CA. He joined the
Group in Jun 43 and was MIA/POW
26 July 1943 on a mission to
Hannover. After the war he was an
insurance agent and worked for the
California Department of Agriculture.
He leaves hie wife, Carol, 3¢, 6z, 6zgc.

Maxwell, Russell E, 423rd copilot
(Jack Harns crew), died 31 Jul 2003 in
Odessa, WO, He injured a shoulder n
a fall and died after the second surgery
on it. Maxwell became a POW 28 fuly
43 on a raid to Kassel, Germany. He
left his wife, Florence.

Minnick, Hartwell C, 423rd copilot
(Wilmer Schultz crew), died 30 Nov
2003 in Hot Springs, AR. He came to
the Group 13 Jan 45 and departed 7
Oct 45, after serving in the Casey
Jones (photo) project. He leaves 1s,

2gc, lgge

Moore, Maj. Clark D, 367th naviga-
tor (Woodrow Thomas crew), died 6
Apr 2004 in Rock Island, IL. He had
reported to the 306th 23 Apr 43 and
was the 62nd officer to complete his
combat tour 4 Nov 43. He had worked
for the US Army Corps on Engineers
before entering service and continued
his work there after WWII. His retire-
ment came in 1976, at which time he
was chief of program and planning,
Surviving are his wife Doris, 2d, 2gs, 1
ged.

Paris, George E, died 6 Mar 2004 1n
Citrus Heights, CA, after a long bout
with cancer. He had joined the Group
12 Apr 43, became a lead pilot for the
368th, and completed his tour late in
the year. He flew extensively in USAF
planes after a brief stint with Eastern
Airlines, being a squadron commander
in Korea, and later being decorated for
special work in Vietnam. His first wife
died in 1987, leaving him with three
daughters, and later there were four
grand- children to mourn his passing.
He left his wife, Mary Ann.

Prevatte, Elbert (Chick), 423rd ball
turret gunner (Eugene Bumpus crew)
and ground crewman, died 6 Mar 2000

in Lumberton, NC. He left 4c, Bgc.

uigley, John F, 367th navigator
{%ha%eé 'i‘lell crew), died 24 Jan 2@]1"14 in
Venice, FL. He was a graduate of Lock
Haven St C, and for much of his post-
war life he served as editor of the
Morgantown WV Post. Bcff:nre rhiS
retirement he was communications
director, Roman Catholic Diocese ﬂ.f
Greensburg, PA. His wife, Agnes, died
earlier and left 3¢, 7gc, 3ggc

Rahn, Marshall J, 367th copilot
(Darvin Smith crew), died 4 Nov 2003
from lung cancer in Ft Lauderdale, FL.
He came to combat 21 Apr 44 :m_d
flew a complete tour. He leaves his
wife, Dora, 1s, 2gc, 2ggc.

Robinson, Reginald L, 368th pilot,
died 20 Nov 2002 in Fort Worth, TX.
He joined the 306th 23 Apr 43 and
was the 64th officer to complete his
tour, leaving the Group 8 Nov 43, fol-
lowed by 10 days at 8 AF headquarters.
He was a graduate of Drake University
and earned an MA at Kilgore College.
He later became a squadron command-
er in B-29s. Robinson retired as presi-
dent and CEO of Jet Research Center
Inc. in 1978, continuing as a consult-
ant. He leaves hus wife Verna, 2c, 2gc.

Rudolph, Earl W., 1628th Ordnance
Ci., died in May 2003 in Takenheath,
Suffolk, England, where he had his
home since USAF retirement. He was
on active duty for 30 years, also serving
in Korea and Vietnam. He came to the
306th in Oct 42 and was one of the
last to leave Thurleigh 15 Dec 45. He
received a Soldier's Medal for his self
less conduct following the great bomb
dump explosion 15 Aug 44, and in
1967 a belated Silver Star was pinned
on him for extricating two "hung up"
bombs on his 7th and last mission 22
Jun 44, His wife, Monica, is among the
SUCVIVOrS.

Ryan, Col. John L, an original pilot
with the Group and 367th squadron
commander for a single day, died 29
Dec 2003 in Albuquerque, NM, where
he had lived for the past 30 years. He
flew early missions with the Group and
on 5 Mar 43 was appointed command-
er of the 367th. The following day his
plane was shot down over France on a
mission to Lorient, He became evadee
#25, and with considerable help from
French Resistance Forces was returned
to England 20 April. Capt. William
Raper became his replacement. Ryan
did not return to combat, but remained
in England on various assignments
until 30 Dec 43. He continued in flying
jobs and after WWII ended was
appointed commander of a fighter
squadron flying F-80 jets, Retiring in
1970, he went to the southwestern
US,, completed a doctorate in foreign
langl_mges at the University of New
Mexico, and retired there as chairman
of the foreign languages department,
His wife, Janice, died in 1999, and he is
survived by 4c, 7gc.

Sokolowski, Raymond V, 369th tail
gunner (Charles Berry crew), died
recently in Jordan, NY He joined the
Group 10 Nov 43, and became a POW
when his plane was shot down 2 Fely

May

44 on a raid to Frankfurt, Germany,
Taylor, John H, 368th radio operator
(Floyd Brunn crew), died 28 Nov 2003
i1y Marion, IL. He came to the 306th
27 Nov 43, and completed 30 missions
in Jun 44, He worked as a heavy equip-
ment operator after the war. Taylor left
his wife, Frances, 2d, 2gd, 2ggd.

Tolmachoff, Andrew W, 369th tail

gunner, died 23 Jan 04 in Hot Springs,
AR. He came to the 306th with a par-
tial crew 20 Feb 44. He leaves his wife,

Ruth, 1s.

Zamora, John P, 423rd radio operator
(Earl Kesling crew), died 30 Jan 03 at
the VA Center, Wilmore, KY. He
joined the Group 21 Apr 44 and com-
pleted his tour Dec 44. For some years
he was a pipe fitter and welder for
Georgia Pacific Co. He leaves 3¢, Sgc,

bgac.
306th Family

Marie Connolly, wife of Col. Roy
Connally, 367th navigator, died 28 Dec
2003 in Albuquerque, NM. She also
leaves lc, lge.

Dors Bishop Jobuson, wife of William F
Johnson, 369th, died 20 Dec 2003 at

Myrtle Beach, SC. She was a native of
London, England, and they were mar-

ried there 11 Mar 44. She came to the

US before Bill, and had their first chald
in Wisconsin. She also leaves 3d, 4gc,

3gge Bill left the 306th in Feb 45 and
his last Duty was as Squadron
Communication Chief.

Awva Marie Raftery, wife of Robert L.
Raftery, died 15 Dec 03 in Olmstead
Twp, OH. He was a 423rd gunner on
Lemon Smith's crew.






















