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SUBJECT: Recomnendation for Award. (continued).

8. The foremost reasons for the fine records set up in this flight is the close
cooperation maintained between Sgt. Troutz and his cre chiefs. No job is too small
for his personal attention and the fact that he is on the line with his first crew
chief in the morning and leaves with the last one at night, has commanded the respect,
admiration and cooperation of each and every one of his men,

9, Sgt. Troutz's ability tojudge men is highly commendable. That his character
is superior is unquestionable. 1In every phase of the dutics of a soldier and mech-
anic, he has exemplified himself, He has been a valuable asset in the smooth function-
ing of the squadron, ‘

10, It is with the above facts in mind that, I, unhesitatingly, with to recog-
nize Sgt; Troutz's splendid devotion to duty, diligence, leadership, character,. and
fine mechanical skill by recommending that he be awarded the Bronze Star Medal for
services which reflect €redit, not only upon himself, but upon the traditions of the
Army Air Force, as well, . .

THOMAS M. BULINGS
Major, Air Corps,
Commanding,
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o0 J, TROU 1709881z, Vaster Sergeant, Alr Corps, United Statos
Army. For ceritorions service as Ores and Eh:l;uf of B=17 alreraft,
from 1 Oetober 1942 to 21 December 1544, Duplng this times Serpesnt Trouta
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Durdng the eritical period of the firat stages of the Lnvasion . i i
expert sechandcal puperviaton was an importact factor io the s
of his Sensdron. The dotlons of Sergeant Trocke reflect great Mi' mllhh-
ltlf N::l the Armed Forges of the United Gtates. Zntered smilitary service from




HEADGUARTERS 306TH 1O RARTUT GROUP (1)
Of:ice of the Corvaanding Orficer

The lst Bombardmend Division has been awarded & Prasidential Citation for
Nextraordinary horeism, dotermination and caprit de corvs in astion apuinst the
enemy on 11 Junuary 1944." This award is the highest t.xt can Le pgiven to 4
Unit, It is equivaleént to the Distinjulshed Serviece Cros:, which is the second
highest award that can be giveh to an lndividual,

The targzets of the lst Diviaion on 11l Junuury were the Fecke “ulf assembly
plant at @schersleben and the faclory supplying parts for Ju:kers fighters at
Halbersiadt, both in central Germsny, about 3C0 miles inside cnumy territery.
The 306th Group, flying its JOUth mission with Colone) Hobinson louding, led
the attack on Hslberstadt, The ethor Diviaions were scheduled Lo hit aircraft
plants in the same area,

Two hundred seventy rive Fertrusses, including 33 from the 306th Group,
compriscd the lst Division, Shortly befors the Division reached its target
areus, & recsll was sent out {rou heidquarters buciwse inereuvingly bud weatnor
threatened Lo clogse the hone huses, at taat tiie some of the bombers of the
ether Divizionu and somu of tie fiyuteis which had beun assipmed to our force
roturned to their baces. The 1lst Division air Cowiander, however, beciuse of
the oxtrumu importance of the assignud tarpets, decidud to carry on the attacks.
Both turgets wers hit visually with execllumt rhsults.

For tws hours, from the tarjget to Liv: North Suu stne 300 wmiles away, the
Division, with its roduced fijhtur uecort, fought its wuy through flak ana
undeasing fighter attack by Fii 190'sy Ju 88's, Lo 109's, 110's, 210's and 410's,
8¢ these, the Division is officiully oredited with having destroyod 210, This
is the largess nuuber ever destroyed by onc Division on & sityle pissiqns Forty
thres more were prebably dustroysd wnd 84 amisguus  These atlacks kaocked down
42 bombers of lst Division, but there were five euery fighters dastreyaed fer
avery bomber which failud to return. Thy 06th Group was subjected to partic-
ulacly savage sttacks, during uhich we lost 5 aircruft in less than 10 mimtes,
including beth of Colenel lLobinson's wing nen, This Group dustroycd 17 fighters.
protably destroyed 4 moro &nd daunaged 14,

Practically all the 30bth aircraft were shot up —- tnirtoen severclys
Three wore se serieusly dawaged that they were scrapp «i, One nan was killody
13 woundod, Many were recormended for and rocuived sp-.cinl dceorations for
herolsn ugn.nst huavy odds and for their efforts in suee seMily revurning
damagoed sircraft and weundued wmon to Kngland.

This miosion was one of 4 suries ol huavy and cffuctive vlaws which finndly
broke the buck of the German Adr Force. Mot only wure a groat cany oirernit
destroyed in the air, Lut maaufacture and acsembly of new fighters vas critle-
ally curtailed, The spoctacular w' destimetive advancus Ly pround forces on
81l frents would have buen impossible witibut the work done by 8th Alr Ferce
heavy bombers. In these operations, the lst Division, the oldest Divisien in
the B.T.O0e, has been sutstinding.frow the boginuing, The 300th Group, one Af

- the originnl Groups and thu oldest In econtinuoul coribat, nug played n rajor
part in these successos, and every wwiiwr nf thin orpanization, on the ground
or in the air, can fuel lustly proud of his contribution townrd Lhe successful
prosecution »f the war in purope.

A Distinguished Unit Budee identifying tids citation will bw issued to all
individusls who are assigned or asttached as naupbers of thu lut Bowbardment Div-
ision, tm bucome part of the uniform us foulaws:

8. Individuuls who wure assigued or attacied to this command on 11 Jan~
uary 1944 are entitled to wear it &s « pormunont part of the uniferue

b, Individuals who have buen subscquontly assigned or ottached are entit-
led te wear the Badge as long as they rwadin with tlhis coand,

ce This decwration will bu worn with the clugs "a" uniform at all tinee
on the right breast eentercd aver Lie pacKev.

4, Authority to wear the Distinguished Unit Badge permanently will be
noted in service records and Qualification Cards.



363TH BOIBaRLLENT SQUaDRON (H)
Cffice of the Squadron Cormmanacr
United Status Forces

i - +PO 634
. o ' | B Aypivds
SUBJ:!‘T. Good Conduct Medal.
"%0; 3 /Sgt. Robert J.Trout, 17033612, 368th Bowbardment Squadron (B)

306th Bombardment Group (H) APO.631+

: l. In ac'cnrddz.\.u with nR CO(‘-US datad h May, 1943, and the
a.uthurity veasted In ne, you are hum,by authorized to wear i GOOL

, CONDUCT LFDAL or a Beadunt Ri btmn J.n liru thereof,

e '2. ‘This Medul is w.ardeu for- displuying uxt.mpJ.-..ry bhavior,
ffic:.ency, ridelity aand serving one (1) year in the United Sbatcs

: urmy a8 requlred by the above: hruy Regulation, -
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CHANUTE FIELD IDENTIFICATION CARD
Hme  Gobert . Trouts Date 3=3-42
Grade. Frivate g 4R Taahs SRk S5

Right thunb print | =L

-g}ﬁf}sqn j
ASH_ 1703312
Ape 22
WEIE.HL

|£ﬁl Blua

Hlonde

| Hair

huthendicateen
dasi=
b
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- INSTRUCTIONS

This card 1e foc ldepbifispbiog parpiocs mly and does Aot
sxtend pass o7 oiber privilages to Searer Sharsaf,

Tdeniiflontio oerd will ba cerrisd e% all timse. Undser no
tlrcesniances wlll 1k ba allowsd 15 Sowe lobs Che pessddalan af
sy wmutSorlysd parsen, It wlll be presented mpsn requapt to
=Y miihirieed persoe.

Leos HE Lhis Tl fiention el ol Lhe -:Ll:".';'I.EIILI.EﬂI- -

mected with the Loss thersol will be reporied Lmsdistely to e
l=madlate commdndisg alfizec.
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