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Col. Harpid J, Huu'. who commanded the
20th from 20 Mar 44 1o 25 Jun 44 and from 27
Aug 44 1o 18 Dac 44,

"One of the missions that |
recall baing a little interesting, was
& mission | flew leading the Group
on a '‘Droopsnoot’ attack. We had a
bombardier named Herschel Ezell,
nlcknamed: ‘Eze,' so our
‘Droopsnoot’ had the name, 'Eze
Does 1t!" painted on the nose. On
this particular day, we were bomb-
ing an aerodome way down near
the Loire River. Coming in over tha
larget, just as we released our
bombs, we took a direct hit in the
left engine of the '‘Droopsnoot:’
which tore part of the engine com-
pletely out of the airplane and
parts went tumbling down to the
ground. The plane went inta a spin.
completely out of controt and | was
hall stunned by the explosion.
‘Eza’ sat up In the nose, which was
lust about impossible to get cut of
and very calmly said, "What are you
geing to do, Boss? Are you going
to ball-out? | hope you don't get
out and leave me sitting up here by
myself.”

At that point, | was too busy to
talk; | was fighting that airplane
with everything | had, trying to get
it under control. We spun down
about 15,000 feet with pisces fall-
ing off the alrplane all the way, |
finally got the thing steadied down,
stopped the spin and finally had it
flying level on one engine. | locked
around and the whele Group had
gone. Al this point we were alone.
300 miles Inside snemy airzpace,

was flying again, It was a harrov
ing axparience for me, but I'm sur
it was ten times worse for poor o
‘Eze' up thera in the nose: nc
knowing what the heck was ha
pening, what | was gaing to do, ¢
how he was going to get out ¢
theral"

“Largely the creation of Co
Cass Hough of Oparation:
Engineering, the ‘Droop Snoo
was & P-38 converted to carry
bombsight and bombardiar in th
nose . ., Changes Invalved all a
mament and associated equip
ment belng removed from th
nose, an escape hatch fashioed |
ane slde, a plexiglas molding fitte
to the frant, Norden bombsight an:
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